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BUILDING CONNECTIONS
PIKANGIKUM POWER LINE PROJECT
High-Level
Project Schedule

A PRIL UPDATE FROM P OWERT EL
THE THAW IS HERE AND we’re glad to report that we’ve completed the 25 kV section north of the Berens
River and have successfully pulled our equipment back south of the river while it was still safe to do so. This
means that the work now shifts to the substation and the much larger 115kV section of the line. The

March 2018

majority of the wood being chipped has been

 Start substation

spread along the Right of Way with some being

construction

used to maintain Pikangikum’s winter road where

 Initial wood pole delivery

allowed by environmental regulations. Some of the

 Right of Way surveying
and flagging complete

by the Pikangikum Lumber Co-op and the

wood has also been delivered to Pikangikum for use
remaining wood chips will be spread when
restrictions allow in mid-July.

April 2018

Whitefeather Forest Community Resource

 Ongoing construction
 25kV line wooden pole
and anchor installation
complete

 Right of Way clearing
complete
 Conclusion of line
equipment procurement

May 2018
 Begin installing steel poles

July 2018
 Line foundations complete

October 2018
 Substation construction
complete

November 2018
 Line construction
complete

December 2018
 Line energization

Management Authority has been subcontracted to
build the road into the substation. PowerTel has
hired 23 members directly from Pikangikum so far to help construct the line! We’re excited to get our new
local employees trained and working to build on the progress made so far.

F EDERAL G OVERNMENT P LEDGES $1.6 BILLION TO
C ONNECT 16 F IRST N ATIONS TO THE E NERGY G RID
ON MARCH 22, 2018, the Government of Canada & the Government of Ontario announced funding for
the Wataynikaneyap Power Transmission Line Project (“the Project”) in the aggregate amount of
$1.6 billion. The larger Project will connect 15 First Nation communities north of Pikangikum to the power
-grid, with construction expected to start in 2019.
In the words of Margaret Kenequanash,
CEO of Wataynikaneyap Power, "This project
will redefine the relationship and the landscape
of how business must be conducted with the
First Nations through creating a sustainable
First Nation equity position overall."

“Wataynikaneyap means the Line that

Brings Light,” said Frank McKay, the Chair of
Wataynikaneyap Power. “This milestone is one

Wataynikaneyap Power Chief Executive Officer, Margaret Kenequanash,
addresses the conference on Thursday, March 22, 2018
(Photos via tbnewswatch.com).

of extreme significance, and with this
announcement, the light shining in the lives of our people is getting brighter. It is only through working
together, collectively, that we can achieve our goals, and at the same time, shine some light into the
darkness our people face on a daily basis.”

Interested in the Project? Explore our Website & Facebook Page for more information!
https://www.pikangikumpowerlineproject.com/
Pikangikum Power Line Project
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PIKANGIKUM POWER LINE PROJECT
W OMEN

Art Contest

IN THE

E LECTRICAL S ECTOR

Chloe Penno, 24

Eenchokay Birchstick School

Biigtigong Nishnaabeg (Pic River First Nation)
AS SOMEONE WHO LOVES WORKING
OUTDOORS, Chloe quickly realized a
career in biomedical science, where she

Artist: Timmira

DURING THE

would be working in a hospital every
day, was not for her. Chloe always

PIKANGIKUM TRAINING

appreciated the value of hands-on work,

WORKSHOP ON MARCH

but it wasn't until her acceptance into

27TH, the

the Power Line Technician program at

Wataynikaneyap

Cambrian College that Chloe connected

Training Team visited

her passion to a career. She is looking

Artist: Haylin

Eenchokay Birchstick

forward to graduation when she can
apply all that she’s learned, “School is

School, where they hosted

great, but it is so much more exciting to

On the job! Chloe spent last summer gaining
hands-on experience at Oakville Hydro.

a Powerline-Themed Art

be out in the field working on real projects. I look forward to every day at work

Contest for Grades 4, 5 & 6.

and not many people can say that!”

One piece of advice you have for women considering a career in the
electrical sector?

Students were asked to
submit original artwork

“Yes, you should definitely apply! Don’t be afraid to reach out to your Band for

which allowed them to

support. There are not a lot of women currently in the trades, but it is growing
every day and times are changing!”

share their ideas and
hopes for the future

Visit www.wataypower.ca to fill out an application and join the
Wataynikaneyap Power Training Program! Everyone is welcome to apply.

and what it means for
Pikangikum to connect
to the Provincial Power
Grid!

Artist: Danaica

Prizes for the students included fishing gear,
sports equipment & art supplies!

CONTACT US
PowerTel invites all interested
Candidates to forward their resumes to:

Ashley Lawrence
E: jobs@powertel.ca
P: 1 (705) 866-2825 Ext. 1007

APPLY TODAY!

Your Community Contact
Jonah Strang

P: (807) 728-3287
E: jonahstrang@hotmail.com

Learn more about the Wataynikaneyap
Power Training Program, contact:

Email General Project Inquiries To:
pikproject@wataypower.ca

Marlon Gasparotto
OSLP Training Coordinator
P: (807) 474-3300
E: m.gasparotto@oslp.ca

Everyone can get involved!
Photos of the Pikangikum Power Line Project, local art, or other inclusions for future
newsletters are always welcome!
Send your submission ideas to the Project email: pikproject@wataypower.ca

For more information, please visit our website at https://www.pikangikumpowerlineproject.com/

