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KIASMA ANNOUNCES ARTIST FOR THE SECOND KIASMA 

COMMISSION BY KORDELIN  

ALMA HEIKKILÄ  
15 March – 28 July 2019 
 

The second Kiasma Commission by Kordelin artist is Alma Heikkilä, based in Helsinki. Working 

in an age of environmental crises, climate change and mass extinction, Heikkilä seeks new 

and alternative ways to work, think and act. Integral to her practice is the critical examination 

of artistic practice and its potentials, structures and methods. She recognises and 

acknowledges the impact of her work on ecosystems. 

 

Heikkilä works primarily with subjects that lie beyond human sensory perception, such as 

microscopic organisms like bacteria and fungi, as well as the biosphere and climate change. 

In addition to painting, Heikkilä’s mediums include photography, video and installation. In her 

large-format paintings and multi-material installations, Heikkilä works to find means to go 

beyond an obvious culturally evolved anthropocentric comprehension.  

 

Fascinated by non-human life and the symbiotic co-existence of humans with other species, 

her practice focuses on attempts to experience other life forms. She aspires to understand 

microorganisms and phenomena that can also have a symbiotic or interdependent 

relationship with her own body, such as gut bacteria. Her artistic practice is one way to 
approach this multispecies world.  

 

For the show at Kiasma, Heikkilä will create a painting installation to be exhibited in Studio K. 
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The commissioned work will continue the topics and themes she has been working on in 

recent years. The works exhibited are depictions of the various processes of multispecies 

companionship. The project is curated by Satu Oksanen. 

 

‘Alma Heikkilä’s subtle paintings charm us initially with their aesthetic elegance and masterful 

technique, their subject matter opening up perspectives on issues that touch us all. Following 

that initial impact, however, they begin to speak about environmental concerns and the 

necessity of coexistence of human and non-human nature,’ Kiasma director Leevi Haapala 

says on the choice of Heikkilä for the Kiasma Commission by Kordelin. 

Alma Heikkilä (b. 1984) graduated from the Finnish Academy of Fine Arts in 2009. Solo 

exhibitions include Casco Art Institute (Utrecht, Netherlands, 2018), Gallery Ama (Helsinki, 

Finland, 2017 and 2013) and EMMA (Espoo, Finland, 2015). She has participated in group 

exhibitions at Tensta Konsthall (Stockholm, Sweden, 2018), Norrköpings Konstmuseum 

(Sweden, 2018) and Gwangju Biennale (South Korea, 2016). Alma Heikkilä’s work was last on 

show at Kiasma as part of the collection exhibition in 2014. Her work is held in numerous 

public as well as private collections in Finland. In 2014 she was awarded the Ducat Prize of the 

Finnish Art Society. 

Heikkilä is a founding member of the multidisciplinary Mustarinda collective, a group of artists 

and researchers whose goal is to promote the ecological rebuilding of society, the diversity of 

culture and nature, and the connection between art and science. 

 

KIASMA COMMISSION BY KORDELIN 

 

Established in 2018, Kiasma Commission by Kordelin is a new initiative for promoting and 

producing contemporary art. Centring on the production of one project every year, the 

concept aims to provide international exposure for one selected Finnish artist. The project is 

funded by the Alfred Kordelin Foundation. 

 

The purpose of the funding model is to support the selected artist’s career, particularly on the 

international scale. Upon completion, the new artwork will be shown at Kiasma in a solo 

exhibition and will be added to the Finnish National Gallery collection. As part of the regular 

exhibition programme, Kiasma Commission by Kordelin will be presented to a broad public, 

international art experts and the media. Kiasma invited Krist Gruijthuijsen, director of KW 

Berlin, to join Kiasma’s selection team this year. 

 

The purpose of the initiative is to establish a permanent model for supporting contemporary 

art. After the initial three-year period funded by Kordelin, the project will seek other funding 

bodies to serve as project partners. 

The Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma is part of the Finnish National Gallery, along 

with the Ateneum Art Museum and the Sinebrychoff Art Museum. Together with the co-

commissioners Moderna Museet and Office for Contemporary Art Norway (OCA), it will present 

the Nordic Pavilion at the 58th Venice Biennale in 2019. The exhibition Weather Report: 

Forecasting Future will be curated by Kiasma’s director Leevi Haapala and curator Piia 

Oksanen. 

 

INTERNATIONAL PRESS CONTACT  

ARTPRESS – Ute Weingarten  

Victoria Trunova  

Senior Project Manager  

trunova.artpress@uteweingarten.de 

Tel: 0049 (0) 30 48 49 63 50   

Mobile: 0049 (0) 176 386 73 444  

www.artpress-uteweingarten.de 

 

mailto:trunova.artpress@uteweingarten.de
http://www.artpress-uteweingarten.de/

