
The Berlin we know today will be one hundred years old 
in 2020. The Architekten- und Ingenieur-Verein zu Berlin 
takes this occasion to launch an interdisciplinary urban 
design ideas competition for a vision of the future: 
Berlin-Brandenburg 2070.

In 1907, the Architektenverein zu Berlin (Berlin Architectural Association) and the Vereinigung Berliner 

Architekten (Union of Berlin Architects) launched a Greater Berlin design competition. This century- 

defining event brought the urban development of the capital and surrounding area to the fore and 

continues to shape the face of the city today. The city of (Greater) Berlin was founded in 1920. One 

hundred years later, the Architekten- und Ingenieur-Verein zu Berlin (AIV) expands on its historical 

role in order to spur a broad social debate on the future of the region. How can the fast-growing metro-

polis be guided toward a sustainable future? What are the major urban development challenges facing 

Berlin-Brandenburg? The urban design ideas competition will pose and discuss these and other ques-

tions at next year’s anniversary exhibition and accompanying colloquia. The competition, exhibition, 

and colloquia will make an important contribution to the qualitative and sustainable urban develop-

ment of (Greater) Berlin. The non-profit organization Berlin 2020 gemeinnützige GmbH was founded 

to oversee these three formats.

“We fully believe the only way we can design the metropolitan region of tomorrow is with unified forces: 

with Berlin and Brandenburg, with the Senate and the neighborhood districts, with civil society and 

business. Together we must and can forge the right path forward.” – Tobias Nöfer, chairman of the 

board of Architekten- und Ingenieur-Verein zu Berlin.

International Urban Design Ideas Competition 
Berlin-Brandenburg 2070
The Berlin 2020 gGmbH is launching an open-call, international urban design ideas competition in 

two phases that asks architects, urban planners and landscape architects in cooperation with other 

experts to respond to the interdisciplinary challenges facing the region in the future. 

100 Years of Berlin: 
A Look Back to the Future
Urban Design Ideas Competition 
Berlin-Brandenburg 2070
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The competition entries should present solutions for how to effectively guide the entire Berlin-Bran-

denburg region toward a future worth living. Further information is available at: www.bb2020.de. 

The prize money is 300,000 EUR. A jury of experts will select the competition winners. Members 

include Brigitte Bundesen Svarre, architect, Gehl Architects, Copenhagen; Prof. Jo Coenen Beheer, 

architect and urban planner, TU Delft; Prof. Werner Durth, sociologist and architectural historian, 

TU Darmstadt; Prof. Hans Kollhoff, architect, Berlin; Prof. Arno Lederer, architect, Stuttgart; Ellen van 

Loon, architect, OMA, Rotterdam; Prof. Cornelia Müller, landscape architect, Osnabrück University 

of Applied Sciences; Reiner Nagel, architect and urban planner, board chairman of the Federal Foun-

dation of Baukultur, Potsdam; Prof. Oliver Schwedes, mobility researcher, TU Berlin; and Prof. Miroslav 

Sik, architect, ETH Zurich.

Exhibition: 100 Years of (Greater) Berlin. 
An Uncompleted Project
The focus of the anniversary exhibition on (Greater) Berlin is to link the history, present, and future of 

the metropolis together. It will present Berlin’s historical architectural and urban design achievements 

since 1880 and illuminate the current potential of the Berlin-Brandenburg metropolitan region. At the 

same time, the exhibition will venture a look into the future of the year 2070 by presenting to the public 

the results of the International Urban Design Ideas Competition Berlin-Brandenburg 2070. In so doing, 

it aims to establish the necessary conditions for creating a successful design of the metropolitan area. 

The developed ideas will be presented under different headings. The focus will be on key topics inclu-

ding: living space, transport, leisure and recreation or the large number of urban hubs within the city 

and its surrounding areas. The presentation will also take a European perspective into account. Future 

development projects related to Berlin’s partner cities Moscow, Vienna, Paris and London will focus 

the discussion on other municipal approaches to current urban development challenges.

Exhibition duration: October – December 2020

Location: Kronprinzenpalais, Unter den Linden 3, 10117 Berlin.
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Application deadline for the competition: 27 September 2019 at: www.wettbewerbe-aktuell.de



Urban Planning Colloquia
A colloquia will accompany the exhibition with lectures and discussions from political, civil society 

and expert/technical perspectives. Brought into focus will be key urban issues that are more relevant 

today than ever before. Topics central to the future include regional mobility, housing and work, health, 

recreation and sports, climate and energy, science and culture, innovation and the digital urban region. 

The colloquia are designed to give important actors within each particular specialist field the oppor- 

tunity to discuss the future visions proposed by the competition, to assess these and present them 

to the public as well as establish new networks.

Sponsor of the project is the Governing Mayor of Berlin. In addition, there are close contacts to the 

Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Planning Brandenburg and the Senator for Urban Develop-

ment and Housing Berlin. The project is supported by the Stiftung Deutsche Klassenlotterie Berlin, 

as well as numerous private and public sponsors from Berlin and Brandenburg.
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Further information on the program is available at: www.bb2020.de

Twitter: #BB2020


