
With Trond Ansten/Kåre Aleksander Grundvåg, Ei Arakawa,  
Sol Calero, Nina Canell, Em’kal Eyongakpa, Peter Fend,  
Fragment, Ina Hagen, Ayesha Hameed, Alma Heikkilä, INTERPRT, 
Susanne Kriemann, Giulia Mangione, Hans Ragnar Mathisen,  
Yuri Pattison, Willem de Rooij, Tabita Rezaire, Jorge Satorre,  
Bea Schlingelhoff, Susan Schuppli, Allan Sekula, Wolfgang Tillmans, 
Elin Már Øyen Vister, VUMA, Takako Yamaguchi

Site of pilot ocean wave power plant in Øygarden, outside Bergen.  
Photo: Giulia Mangione
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Save the date



Over centuries, the city of Bergen has been largely defined by  
its relation to the sea. Situated on the Norwegian coast, halfway  
between the fishing grounds in Northern Norway and continental  
Europe, this relationship has been crucial for the development  
of the city. Through trade, industry, the transport of goods, the ex-
change with the European continent and other parts of the world  
the character of the city has been shaped. Bergen has developed as 
an international trading hub and is today one of the most important 
cities for the oil industries and shipping. But the focus on fossil re-
sources is a development full of risks for the ecosystems of the sea 
and coastal region, and the contradictions of the sea as a resource 
make Bergen today also a center for post-oil research.

The exhibition and research project at Bergen Kunsthall uses these 
diverse relationships to the sea as a starting point for an intern a-
tional exhibition with 25 artists, research projects and an extensive 

events programme. With some of the artist  
projects taking place in public space, the exhi-
bition takes the city as a topic, but also as an  
arena in which art can initiate public discus sions.  
Public works, research projects and performances 
will be presented both in the main exhibition at 
the Kunsthall and in the surrounding mountains, 
the harbour, museums and the city itself. 

The future of the oceans has become one of  
the most pressing issues today due to intensifi
cation of human acti vities. Using specific frag-
ments and locations, the exhibition investigates 
larger topics, such as the extraction of natural 
resources, the global circulation of goods, colonial 
histories and ocean life, as well as their impact  

on the everyday reality of the city. Artists and designers present pro-
jects that map the field of conflicts that connect to the topic of the  
sea: as a border and an infrastructure of relations, as a resource and  
a hazard, as a concrete reality and a field of imagination. 

Salmon farm. Photo: Giulia Mangione



New works include an off-site monument for feminist evolution  
by Swiss artist Bea Schlingelhoff, a film installation about Svalbard by 
Susan Schuppli, and digital seascape sunrises in the city driven by  
environmental data from Yuri Pattison. The collective VUMA produces 
an audio app that guides visitors to sites of colonial history in Bergen.  
Together with students at the Bergen Architectural School (BAS),  
Bergen Kunsthall produced an atlas of regional maritime in dustries.

The exhibition in the galleries of Bergen Kunsthall presents further 
projects as well as historical works and thematic projects that give 
a background to the topic and approach. These include seminal 

artworks dealing with oceanic 
themes, such as Allan Sekula‘s 
Fish Story and Elin Már Øyen 
Vister‘s soundscapes from Røst. 
The exhibition functions as  
a starting point for a visit to the 
works in other locations, as a 
self-planned tour through some  
of the hidden aspects and areas  
of the city. 

Throughout the exhibition  
period, a dense program of pub-
lic events, including talks, film 
screenings and workshops, will 
expand the topics of the exhibi-
tion discursiv ely. Events include 
a performance during the open-
ing day by Ei Arakawa, in which 
water from Fukushima will meet 
the ocean in Bergen, a talks  
programme with artists and  

researchers featuring Cooking Sections and Sara R. Yazdani, among 
others, a film series screened in collaboration with Cinemateket 
Bergen, the temporary radio station Radio Hope and Dreams by  
Elin Már Øyen Vister, and a participatory project on disappearing 
ocean industries by the architecture office Fragment. 
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Bergen Kunsthall is a centre for contemporary art and presents  
exhibitions and events by international artists. Landmark is our  
vibrant strand of live events that includes concerts and club nights. 
We organise a broad range of learning activities and debates that 
are open to everyone. Established initially as Bergens Kunstforening 
in 1838, the Kunsthall is based in an early functionalist building  
designed by the architect Ole Landmark in 1935, with gallery spaces, 
a café and a bookshop. Bergen Kunsthall is sup por ted by the  
Ministry of Culture, the City of Bergen and Vestland County, Fritt 
Ord, Kulturrom, No r wegian Arts Council, Norske Kunstforeninger 
and Sparebanken Vest. The exhibition is supported by Spare-
bank1 SR-Bank, Sparebankstiftelsen SR-Bank, Bergesen stiftelsen  
and The Henry Moore Foundation
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