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The 2023 VR ART PRIZE by DKB in cooperation with CAA Berlin themed “Virtual Utopias” is dedicated 
to artists using virtual reality and large-scale installations to create visions for social change. All artists 
living in Germany working with the medium of virtual reality (VR) and using this technology in their artis-
tic practice are eligible to apply.

Promoting the Potential of Digital Arts
Rapid digitization is creating new virtual realms for experiencing art. With virtual reality technology, en-
visioning alternative future scenarios, fantasy images, and utopian moments is possible in virtual space. 
This has opened up new possibilities for developing alternatives for our society. With increasing use 
of VR and the dawning of the metaverse — the digital extension of our physical reality — virtual worlds 
are becoming part of our present. How will the imagined images of virtual reality come together with  
physical reality? How can artistic perspectives change our view of current crises and problems and  
provide the impetus for a rewarding future?
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For the second time, Deutsche Kreditbank AG (DKB), in cooperation with the Contemporary Arts  
Alliance Berlin (CAA Berlin), is awarding an art prize for virtual reality in the field of visual arts. The prize 
encompasses five work grants culminating in an institutional exhibition at the Haus am Lützowplatz 
(HaL) Berlin from September 9 to November 5, 2023. For the second edition, the exhibition will again 
be curated by Tina Sauerländer, artistic director of the VR ART PRIZE by DKB in cooperation with CAA 
Berlin. As part of the exhibition, three of the five projects presented will be awarded a sponsorship prize. 
The sponsorship prizes total 12,000 euros.

The following experts have been enlisted for the distinguished jury selecting the VR ART PRIZE grants: 
Emma Enderby (head of program and research, chief curator, Haus der Kunst, Munich), Sabiha Keyif 
(curator & project manager, head of traveling exhibitions, ifa – Institute for International Relations), Ulrich 
Schrauth (artistic director, VRHAM! Virtual Reality & Arts Festival, Hamburg, and curator for XR & immer-
sive art, British Film Institute (BFI) and London Film Festival), Nadim Samman (curator digital sphere, 
KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin), and Dr. Alexandra von Stosch (co-founder & board member 
of CAA Berlin gGmbH, and managing director of Artprojekt Development GmbH).

The initiators of the VR ART PRIZE by DKB in cooperation with CAA Berlin are delighted to be able to 
support innovative art formats addressing current discourses and developments of our time with the 
second edition of the prize. 

“We seek to demonstrate and promote the potential of virtual arts for our society and discuss it  
with a broad audience. Pressing questions find a space for elaboration in art and especially in digital  
art: How can our world be made more sustainable, socially just, and peaceful? How can techno- 
logical possibilities help create a better society? And how do communication and coexistence change  
as we move more and more into the virtual realm? The promotion and communicating of  
digital art, such as the VR Art Prize by DKB in cooperation with CAA Berlin, is unique in Germany.” 

JAN WALTHER, DKB AG BOARD MEMBER

Artistic director and VR art expert Tina Sauerländer emphasizes: 
“Artistic ideas can stimulate the emergence of new perspectives on an uncertain future. They harbor  
the power for change and depict speculative design alternatives to the ‘here and now.’ The critical and 
utopian power of digital art is called for more than ever.”
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Communicating Digital Arts to Various Audiences 
For the second edition of the VR ART PRIZE by DKB in cooperation with CAA Berlin, an extensive  
program is being developed to accompany the exhibition at the Haus on Lützowplatz (September 
9 — November 5, 2023) with guided tours, talks, and workshops. The highlight will be Coding Art Labs 
for artists, students, and pupils, who will be able to experiment with programming and the use of VR 
technologies both practically and theoretically.

With their commitment, the organizers DKB and CAA Berlin seek to initiate a broad discussion about the 
genre and its potential for all areas of life.

About DKB and CAA Berlin
DKB has lived digitization since the turn of the millennium and addressed the potential of new techno-
logies from the very beginning: in 2001, it founded the first internet bank without physical branches and 
popularized cashless payments. Since its founding in 1990, it has placed particular emphasis on the  
sustainable orientation of its financial operations. Focuses include the construction of wind turbines, solar 
roofs, daycare centers, nursing homes, hospitals, and affordable housing.
With the VR ART PRIZE by DKB in cooperation with CAA Berlin, the Deutsche Kreditbank AG aligns its 
commitment in the field of art with a focus on social added value: it seeks to promote artistic engage-
ment with a digitizing society and its accompanying changes.

CAA Berlin strengthens forward-looking dialogue between art, society, and business. The platform, 
founded in 2007, is committed to promoting youth from the fields of dance, theater, music, and visual 
arts through private engagement by awarding grants and project funding. With the VR ART PRIZE by 
DKB in cooperation with CAA Berlin, the platform supports a young, international art scene in Germany.

For further information on the VR ART PRIZE by DKB  
in cooperation with CAA Berlin, application requirements, 
selection process, as well as prize money, please visit: 

Please submit the completed application form and  
signed eligibility requirements by November 15, 2022  
at 24h CET by email to: 
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