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2019 wso league annual meeting

highlights year’s accomplishments

The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League’s annual meeting June 9,
2019, at Two Rivers Country Club began with a reception and lovely brunch,
followed by the business meeting.
This season’s accomplishments in support of the Williamsburg Symphony
Orchestra’s educational and performance programs were highlighted.
Activities included were fundraising, volunteerism, website development,
and member benefits.
Fundraising provided more than $40,000 from the League’s spring Gala
celebrating the Symphony 35th anniversary, almost $13,000 from Encore
Affairs, and almost $6,000 from Own Your Own Orchestra. After expenses,
the League’s contribution to the orchestra was $53,000.
Dedicated League volunteers
annually provide more than 3,000
hours of service in support of the
orchestra’s activities. Many of the
volunteer activities were listed
and a special award was presented to Sue Klepac as Volunteer of
the Year.
The League’s website has been
expanded and enhanced with the
posting of information and documents relating to membership,
Encore Affairs, Own Your Own
Orchestra, volunteers, and more,
saving many thousands of dollars
in printing and mailing costs.

PO Box 1665
Williamsburg, VA 23187
757.229.9857
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Other major accomplishments were the completion of a three-year strategic
plan and enhanced League member benefits.
During the business meeting, the minutes, Treasurer’s report and membership report were submitted, and Board members were elected.

WSO League 2019 Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 9, 2019 at 12:30 p.m.
Two Rivers Country Club at Governor’s Land
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meet eloise branden
League Board Member

Eloise Branden loved growing up in southern California in the
laid-back lifestyle of the San Fernando Valley. Although the
family had a backyard swimming pool (didn’t everyone?), she
was known to take her dad’s Pontiac for a quick ride over Topanga Canyon to the sunshine and sand of the beach. She treasures
her idyllic childhood where Mom always had dinner on the table
when her avionics engineer dad came home from work. Each
evening, the family (she’s second of six kids), shared their days’
events over a meal around that table, along with celebrating
countless holidays and birthdays together.
Eloise Branden

her mantra,
“when was the
last time you
did something
for the first
time?” keeps
eloise on the
lookout to
try something
new or
travel to a
new place.

Trading the west coast for the east coast, a corporate transfer sent her to
New Jersey in 1981. During her 31-year career, Eloise, a Director at AT&T,
held a variety of positions supporting call center operations. Deciding the
time was right, she left AT&T in 2005 to begin a successful customer service and telecom consulting company that she still runs today.
After many years of research and “Discovery Days” stays at communities
across six states, Eloise and her husband, Dennis, decided that Williamsburg
was their perfect spot, built a house long distance and made the move in
2014. Her deeply held beliefs about the importance of helping others and
the desire to build new relationships in her new community quickly propelled her to jump in with both feet.
“Trying new things and meeting people has made my life richer,” Eloise
says of her varied involvement with committees and clubs in Ford’s Colony
and also as a governor at the Country Club where she’s always hatching
a plan for the next event as chair of the Social Committee. Branching into
the community, she utilizes her corporate training experience as curriculum
chair for Community Leadership Service, a program sponsored by the Greater
Williamsburg Chamber and Tourism Alliance. “I’ve discovered so much about
colonial history, fine arts and conservation,” she says about her weekly
volunteer job at Colonial Williamsburg’s Collections, Conservation, and
Museums organization. When she’s not attending board meetings or volunteering, you can find her making crafts, baking delicious treats in her
dream kitchen (shortbread is her current obsession) or planning her next
theme party.
Her mantra, “when was the last time you did something for the first time?”
keeps Eloise on the lookout to try something new or travel to a new place.
“Newness inspires me; it’s what this phase of my life is all about.” In life,
she considers herself both lucky and blessed and her greatest joy is being
a mom and “Mimi” to her three grandsons.

Continued on next page
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Introduced to the WSO during her term as President of Ford’s Colony
Newcomers Club, Eloise came home from a day of making gingerbread
houses with her baking club to find that her husband signed them up for
a WSO season subscription. The logical next step was to join the WSO
League and Eloise checked the “get involved” box on the application,
first stop, the 2019 Gala Committee. She designed the décor and printed
materials and was newly elected to the WSO League Board of Directors
at the June 2019 annual meeting. Eloise is already working on the 2020
Gala and is looking forward to coordinating social media and member
events for the League.

Says Eloise, “I can’t wait to see what happens next!”

Don’t Miss This Wonderful Evening of

unforgettable dining packed
with nostalgic, world-class music
and memories!
Join us at Fords Colony for the first Encore Affair of the season
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 AT 5:30 P.M.
Featuring the Toe-Tapping Entertainment of the “Three Jolly Coachmen”!
How long has it been since you’ve sailed on “The Sloop John B”??
Well…ready the halyards and step the mast...because you’re in for a charming evening
of a delicious dinner and nostalgic songs featuring the “Three Jolly Coachmen” at this
wonderful Affair! Return to the ‘50s and ‘60s with this Kingston Trio tribute group as they
take us on a ride with the ‘MTA,’ ‘Tom Dooley’ and perhaps into the ‘Tijuana Jail.’
The evening will begin with passed hors d’oeuvres and includes a cash bar.
Delectable dinner choices of chicken, salmon, or vegetarian entrees are available.
(Please note your selection on the reservation form.)
TICKETS: $100 per person ($50 tax deductible).
Limited to 50 guests | Dressy Casual
TO REGISTER: Simply complete and mail the registration form with your payment to,
Kim Tahey, 104 Montrose, Williamsburg, VA 23188.
More information and registration forms can be found at: Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League
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a private performance
hits all the right notes!
May 19, 2019

A Private Performance was the League’s final Encore Affairs event of
the season and was stellar. The warm and welcoming home of Jon and
Jan Krapfl provided the perfect setting for fine food, good company, and
delightful entertainment.
Guests greeted old and new friends while enjoying savory hors d’oeuvres
during the opening reception.
Entertainment was provided by violinist Tessa Lark, with her friend,
Michael Thurber on bass. Tessa was the guest artist for the Williamsburg
Symphony’s last Masterworks
concert of the season. Both
performers proved why they are
so widely regarded in the musical world. The intimate setting
provided for a very personal
performance and featured selections written for Tessa by Michael
which showcased this Kentucky
girl’s musical roots in bluegrass
music. Seventeenth-century
violin meets Kentucky bluegrass
fiddling! Tessa’s performance
was sponsored by Paul Try.
The chef’s culinary skills for this
fully catered sit-down dinner
were fully appreciated by every
palate. Dinner was enhanced
by elegant table settings and
beautiful floral arrangements.
Our hosts’ attention to detail
made for a most enjoyable
experience. A fine wine selection
for the reception and dinner
was sponsored by Joe and
Cindy Southworth.
Truly an evening to remember,
this latest example of the
Encore Affairs Committee’s
work is a precursor of even
more excitement in the
upcoming season.
williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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high tea at
high tide
May 17, 2019

Yet another exclusive event
supporting the Williamsburg
Symphony Orchestra League,
this time hosted by John and
Ann Milliman at their lovely
residence in King’s Point,
occurred the early evening of
May 17. Close to thirty attendees enjoyed a glass of bubbly,
nibbled on scrumptious tea
sandwiches and delicate
desserts and, of course,
sipped tea – all while enjoying
the expansive and beautiful
views of College Creek. In the
tea party tradition, guests
donned their finest attire
— some even showing off their
beautiful fascinators! This
event was truly an evening to
remember with the sun setting
over the water, birds circling
and great conversation.

save the date

for the Annual WSO League Fundraising Gala
SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2020
Plan to join us to support the WSO with the exciting Truetone Honeys & 504 Supreme
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backstage at the wso
bella hristova
Guest Artist

Acclaimed for her passionate, powerful
performances, beautiful sound, and compelling
command of her instrument, violinist Bella Hristova
is a young musician with a growing international
career. The Strad has praised, “Every sound she
draws is superb” and The Washington Post wrote
she is “a player of impressive power and control”.

Bella Hristova

the strad
has praised,
“every sound
she draws
is superb”

Her appearances with orchestras in recent
seasons include the New York String Orchestra
at Carnegie Hall, the Orchestra of St. Luke’s with
Pinchas Zukerman at Lincoln Center, the Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra, Chautauqua, Columbus,
Hawaii, Kansas City, Milwaukee and Winnipeg
symphonies as well as orchestras in Asia, Europe,
Latin America, and New Zealand. In recital, Ms.
Hristova has performed at some of the premier
venues in the world, including Carnegie Hall,
Merkin Concert Hall, the Isabella Gardner
Museum in Boston, and Kennedy Center. In
2017 she toured New Zealand, performing
and recording Beethoven’s 10 Sonatas with renowned pianist Michael
Houstoun. A sought-after chamber musician, Ms. Hristova performs
frequently with The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and is an
alum of The Bowers Program.
Ms. Hristova’s recording Bella Unaccompanied (A.W. Tonegold Records)
features works for solo violin by John Corigliano, Kevin Puts, Piazzolla,
Milstein, and J. S. Bach, and her Naxos release of de Bériot solo works
received impressive critical recognition. A passionate proponent of new
music and composers, Ms. Hristova commissioned iconic American composer Joan Tower, to write “Second String Force” for Unaccompanied
Violin, which she premiered and performed throughout the US. Her husband, acclaimed composer David Serkin Ludwig was commissioned by
a consortium of eight major orchestras across the United States to write
a violin concerto for her, which she continues to actively perform.
She is the recipient of numerous prizes and awards, including a 2013
Avery Fisher Career Grant, First Prize in the 2009 Young Concert Artists
International Auditions, First Prize in the 2007 Michael Hill International
Violin Competition in New Zealand, and was a Laureate of the 2006
International Violin Competition of Indianapolis.
Continued on next page
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Born in Pleven, Bulgaria to Russian and Bulgarian parents, Ms. Hristova
began violin studies at the age of six. At twelve, she participated in masterclasses with Ruggiero Ricci at the Mozarteum in Salzburg. In 2003, she
entered the famed Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, where she
studied with Ida Kavafian. She received her Artist Diploma with Jaime
Laredo at Indiana University in 2010.

Ms. Hristova lives in Philadelphia with her husband and their
four cats. She performs on a 1655 Nicolò Amati violin.

enjoy grand prix racing, ships, art &
fabulous mediterranean cuisine!
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2019, from 6:00–8:00 P.M.
Colonial Heritage
Enjoy an evening with Gulay & Clyde Berryman. Step into the art and light-filled home and
be prepared for an amazing evening! Exquisite art and sculpture by Gulay paired with Clyde’s
extensive collections of historic ship and Formula One race car models and dioramas will keep
you marveling at their home’s diversity of culture. Clyde is a master tour guide of his collections
which you will find fascinating. An artist of international renown, Gulay’s artwork has been
exhibited in Italy, France, Iceland, and Switzerland, among other countries.
Equally talented in the kitchen, Gulay will ply you with exquisite wines and Mediterranean
style hors d’oeuvres throughout the evening.
TICKETS: $65 per person ($30 tax deductible).
Limited to 35 guests | Dressy Casual
TO REGISTER: Simply complete and mail the registration form with your payment to,
Kim Tahey, 104 Montrose, Williamsburg, VA 23188.
More information and registration forms can be found at: Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League

williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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welcome to new league members
We welcome the following people who have recently joined the League! We
are ever grateful for the continuing support of all our members. We couldn’t
do it without you!
Donald Bartholomay & Melva Snyder
Virnell Bruce
Francine Cicatiello
Steve & Shirley Devan
Jo Ann Gora, Ph.D
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph S. Heyman
Phelps & Ann Pennington
Thomas C. Phelps

Sigi & Bob Rutherford
Ann Sandler
Susan & Roger Schultz
Steve & Susan Siceluff
Jim & Val Smith
Ellen & Richard Spore
Tony & Gail Taylor
Katherine Webster

Day Trip to Richmond, VA

a fascinating day of great art, lunch &
fun at the virginia museum of fine arts!
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2019
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
This not-to-be-missed visit will start with a comfortable bus trip to Richmond.
At 10:00 a.m. you’ll enjoy a private tour of museum highlights. Then you can tour the
special Hopper exhibit if you choose (for an extra fee of $16, VMFA members can arrange
their free tickets) or be free to wander through the extensive and remarkable collections of the
entire museum. At 1:00 p.m., a private luncheon will be served to our group in the beautiful
Marble Hall. What a perfect fall day trip. This Encore will be a highlight of the artistic year—and
sure to fill up quickly—so don’t delay! Join us for this delightful artistic outing.
TICKETS: $75 per person ($35 tax deductible).
Limited to 50 guests | Casual Dress
TO REGISTER: Simply complete and mail the registration form with your payment to,
Kim Tahey, 104 Montrose, Williamsburg, VA 23188.
More information and registration forms can be found at: Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League

williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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calendar

september 11, 2019, Violin Masterclass, Bella Hristova
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church | 7:00 p.m.

**september 12, 2019, Nostalgic & Delightful Dinner
(Three Jolly Coachmen)

Encore Affair #1 | Fords Colony Dining Room | 5:30 p.m.

september 12, 2019, Masterworks Concert #1
Brahms and Sibelius (Dress Rehearsal)

Music Director Candidate: Wesley Schulz
Bella Hristova, violin | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 10:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

september 13, 2019, Masterworks Concert #1
Brahms and Sibelius

Music Director Candidate: Wesley Schulz
Bella Hristova, violin | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.

**october 1, 2019, Grand Prix Racing,
Ships & Mediterranean Cuisine

Encore Affair #2 | Colonial Heritage Private Home | 6:00 p.m.

october

,

,

22 2019 Masterworks Concert #2
Mendelssohn and Beethoven
Music Director Candidate: Paul Polivnick
Chee Yun Kim, violin | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.

**october 29, 2019, Virginia Museum of Fine Arts Bus Trip
Encore Affair #3 | Richmond, VA | 8:30 a.m.

**november 15, 2019, A Chef’s Kitchen I

2019–2020

Encore Affair # 4 (I) | Duke of Gloucester Street, Williamsburg |6:30 p.m.

november 19, 2019, Oboe/Double Reed Masterclass,

Frank Rosenwein

Location TBD | 4:00 p.m.

november 21, 2019, Masterworks Concert #3

Tchaikovsky Symphony No.5

Music Director Candidate: Steven White
Frank Rosenwein, oboe | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.
Continued on next page
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december 7 & 8, 2019, Holiday Pops Concert

Tchaikovsky Symphony No.5
Kimball Theater
Saturday | 1:30 p.m. & 3:00 p.m.
Sunday | 1:30 p.m. & 3:00 p.m.

**december 13, 2019, Festive Holiday Party
on the Chickahominy

Encore Affair #5 | Governors Land at Two Rivers Private Home | 6:00 p.m.

december 21, 2019, The Nutcracker
with the Virginia Regional Ballet

Ferguson Center for the Arts | 1:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

january 14, 2020, Vocal Masterclass, Kathryn Mueller
Location TBD | 4:00 p.m.

january 16, 2020, Masterworks Concert #4
A Musical Home: Smyth, Barber, and Dvorák

Music Director Candidate: James Blachly
Kathryn Mueller, soprano | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.

**january 19, 2020, A Chef’s Kitchen II

Encore Affair #4 (II) | Duke of Gloucester Street, Williamsburg | 5:30 p.m.

january 25, 2020,

The WSO’s Famous Cabaret & Cocktails Concert
Featuring Ann Hampton Callaway | Williamsburg Lodge | 8:00 p.m.

**january 29, 2020, Private Dining in Style

2019–2020

at the Famous Trellis

Encore Affair #6 | Kingsmill Private Home | 6:30 p.m.

march 21, 2020, The WSO League’s Annual Fundraising Gala
Featuring Truetone Honeys & 504 Supreme | Kingsmill Resort

march 24, 2020, Piano Masterclass, Eun Joo Chung
Location TBD | 4:00 p.m.

Continued on next page
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march 26, 2020, Masterworks Concert #5
Romantics

Music Director Candidate: Andres Lopera
Eun Joo Chung, piano | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.

**april 15, 2020, Le Yaca For Lunch – Mais Oui!
Encore Affair # 7 | High Street, Williamsburg | Noon

may 3, 2020, Side-by-Side

with the Williamsburg Youth Orchestras

Location TBD | 4:00 p.m.

**may 31, 2020, Summer Breeze Brunch

2019–2020

Encore Affair #8 | Kingsmill Private Home | Noon

** For details on all Encore Affairs see: williamsburgsymphony.org/league

The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League
Williamsburg, VA 23187
PO Box 1665
williamsburgsymphony.org/league
757.229.9857
Sue Klepac, League Newsletter Chair
sklepac@att.net or 757.378.2779
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