
williamsburgsymphony.org/league 1

musical notes for you APRIL 2022 | VOL. 10 | ISSUE 5

PO Box 1665
Williamsburg, VA 23187

757.229.9857

in this issue
 Annual Meeting 2

 Impossible Dream 2

 Encore Affairs 3

 Your Listening 4
                         Enjoyment    

 Beauty and the Beast 6 

 Gala Save the Date 6 

 Calendar 8

welcome michael butterman!
by Ken Mitchell

On behalf of the League’s more than 200 members, I would like to extend a 
hearty welcome to the symphony’s new Music Director, Michael Butterman. 
We are eager to get to know you, Michael, and to do whatever we can to help 
you make our symphony the best it can be by providing financial and volun-
teer support. Our members can help you reach out to the local community 
through musical and educational activities to a wide and diverse audience 
and together keep our orchestra in the front rank of the local cultural arts 
scene. We hope you will soon feel at home here and we are sure you will love 
Williamsburg as much as we do. 

Michael Butterman

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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an impossible dream, now a reality
by Donna Herman

A home-schooled senior, 18-year-old Christopher Kirby-Saunders was one of 
four vocalists selected to perform for Kathryn Mueller during Williamsburg 
Symphony Orchestra’s Vocal Masterclass on January 14, 2020, at Williams-
burg Presbyterian Church. He began his vocal studies at age 14 with Chris 
Mooney of Mooney Vocal Arts; sings with the Jamestown Youth Choir and 
has performed for Colonial Williamsburg, Jamestown, and Petersburg Civil 
War Museum. Christopher performed during WSOL’s fifth annual Gala on 
November 7, 2021; at Kingsmill.

A student of the Peabody Preparatory Summer Intensive pro-
gram, Christopher was the only student invited to attend private 
lessons and monthly visits with faculty members. Selected to 
attend Peabody Conservatory of Music’s Preparatory Institute 
Vocal Performance Academy from September 2021 through May 
2022, he attends Zoom classes every other Saturday and travels 
to Baltimore for once-a-month in-person classes. On  May 15, 2022, 
he will sing the role of Aeneus in Peabody’s Preparatory Opera 
“Dido and Aeneus” (to be broadcast via Livestream). 

In January, Christopher was awarded a generous scholarship to 
attend Peabody Conservatory of Music beginning in the fall of 
2022 and will major in Vocal Performance, studying with Randall 
Scarlatta, a graduate of Eastman School of Music and Juilliard 
School of Music.

SAVE THE DATE! Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League’s Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 12, 2022    12:30 p.m.    Two Rivers Country Club at Governor’s Land

The famous Two Rivers Sunday Brunch Buffet will be followed by a short business meeting 
featuring recognition of new members, review of this year’s activities and a look ahead to our 
2022–2023 coming events, and election of Board Directors for 2022–2023. 

Make Checks Payable To: Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League or WSOL -  
$40.00 per person. Cash Bar Available 

Mail To: Ken Mitchell, 111 Hempstead Road, Williamsburg, VA 23188

Cell Phone: (757) 903-8535

Email: kennymitch44@outlook.com

Christopher Kirby- 
Saunders
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A recipient of Williamsburg Music Club, Inc.’s 2021 GIA Auditions Sr. Division 
Honorable Mention and Encouragement Award of $700, Christopher was 
awarded the Ingrid Jahn Memorial Scholarship of $1000; Williamsburg 
Consort Scholarship of $500; and the Williamsburg Music Club Endowment 
Scholarship of $3000 (for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th year of college) during the 2022 
GIA Auditions held on March 10th at Ewell Hall.

A student of Williamsburg’s Broadway Dance Arts since age eight, Christo-
pher has won numerous regional and national awards. A BDA tap teacher and 
occasional Assistant Choreographer, he was a featured performer in BDA’s 
“Christmas Dream” on December 11th and 12th and danced in Williamsburg’s 
“Dancing with the Stars” the opening number on February 26th!

WSOL congratulates Christopher Kirby-Saunders upon his 
many accomplishments, receipt of numerous scholarships and 
wishes him continued success as he works to achieve his dream 
of singing opera!

encore affairs! 
Encore Affair #1: Country Tea At Peace Hill Farm
Join us for a beautiful spring afternoon in the country! On 
Wednesday, April 27, 2022 (11:30 a.m.), enjoy a rustic yet tradition-
al English Tea at beautiful Peace Hill Farm in Charles City. Begin 
with a springtime drive about 20 minutes from Williamsburg. An 
indulgent and festive tea will await us with finger sandwiches, ham 
biscuits, scones, freshly baked breads and sweets, traditional 
Victoria Sponge and, of course, many varieties of tea! Our host, 
Louise Wood, will enlighten us about the history of Peace Hill and 
share the mission of this working family farm and historic B&B, 
which provides farm-to-table chef-prepared meals with curated 
wines.  We will learn about their breeding program with Leicester 
Longwool sheep and Angora goats. We might even get to see 
some of the baby lambs and goats! Beautiful wool and fiber 
produced by the farm will be available for purchase. Comfortable 
shoes and casual dress are highly recommended, but a fancy hat 
is always appropriate for tea! (Gluten-free options available.)

Limited to 45 people      $55/person

Make your reservation at Encore Affairs>

Peace Hill Farm

Continued on next page
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Sweethaven  
Lavender Farm 

Encore Affair #2: Back By Popular Demand!!
We are delighted to offer another Encore Affair at the 
Sweethaven Lavender Farm on Jolly Pond Road in 
Williamsburg on Thursday, May 26, 2022 at 11:30 a.m. 
Owner Kerry Messer will greet us and talk to us about 
“all things lavender.” You will be able to wander through 
the fragrant lavender fields and pick your own lavender 
bouquet to take home, and then enjoy a wonderful 
picnic lunch, complete with a lavender beverage and 
dessert – delicious! There will be time to visit the shop 
and take home some lavender treasures. If you missed 
it last year, here is your chance to get in on the fun!  Or, 

if you enjoyed last year’s event, perhaps you will want to do it again! Last 
year’s event sold out quickly, so make your reservations now! 

Limit 60 people      $55/person

Make your reservation at Encore Affairs>

your listening enjoyment
by Richard Dunn 

Hi Leaguers,

A thought about your listening enjoyment:

There is a tendency for listeners to choose a favorite to hear and at the same 
time reject another composer as inferior, but this practice is not always in the 
best interests of the listener. An example is the German baroque: many 
people find J.S. Bach supreme and therefore reject other composers as 
inferior. Whether one is superior to another is not the most recommendable 
measuring stick because each is different and has something different to 
offer. J.S. Bach’s Brandenburgs and violin concertos, for example, occupy a 
prominent place, Handel’s Messiah and Water Music are irreplaceable gems, 
but Telemann’s concertos for horns, cadenzas for timpani, and trumpet 
concertos are also unique works, not forgetting Handel’s outdoor music and 
oratorios, all of which are not to be found in the catalogs of contemporaries. 
All these compositions and many others belong on the listener’s list. 

A similar situation exists with Salieri, whose main problem for our time is that 
he was contemporary with and in the same city with Mozart, Haydn, Schubert 
and Beethoven! However, Salieri, like Telemann, was a highly respected and 
successful composer of the day. He was the director of the Paris Opera 

Continued on next page
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before becoming the principal musician of the Viennese Court. His wrongly 
reputed controversy with Mozart is mostly hogwash and is based on a notion 
developed in Rimsky-Korsakov’s opera Mozart and Salieri, according to 
which Salieri killed Mozart – a fable not debunked in the 1984 film Amadeus, 
the correctness of which is mostly limited to the use in the film of the 
still-standing Tyl theater in Prague. The misinformation has further obscured 
Salieri and we need to know more of what he has written. We know his Prima 
la Musica poi le Parole (First the Music then the Words), the opera Axur 
(called Tarare in its Paris version on a text by Beaumarchais [later revised by 
da Ponte for Vienna]) and its harlequinade intermezzo, plus a smattering of 
instrumental works, but we have little else.

Then there’s Humperdinck, who put together Wagner’s Siegfried’s Rhine 
Journey. The music is Wagner’s, but it wouldn’t be heard on the concert stage 
without Humperdinck. Of course, we’re blessed with Humperdinck’s opera 
Hansel and Gretl, which provides a generous amount of comedy but also 
contains sublime excerpts to enrich the rep of a symphony orchestra: particu-
larly the overture and a beautiful duet for two altos.

There are many others to enjoy, and listeners will find many de-
lights in works by composers they might not even have heard of. 
Your Music Director will separate the gems from the poor com-
positions. Let the WSO and its MD present you with the wealth 
of music, well- or little- known.

COMING SOON!
It’s almost time to renew your League membership or become a new member!

The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League began in 1987 as “Symphonia Obbligato”, an 
auxiliary group organized to provide financial and volunteer support for the orchestra’s perfor-
mances and other activities. 

As a League volunteer you can provide needed assistance: working behind the scenes at re-
hearsals, transporting and hosting guest artists, providing office support and ushering at con-
certs or other events. Volunteers gain insight into the Symphony’s operations, while enjoying 
membership benefits.

Watch for more information about how to renew or join.

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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beauty and the beast  
comes to williamsburg!
by JB Crowley

Exciting times are ahead as The Williamsburg Symphony  
Orchestra Musicians collaborate once again with Williamsburg- 
James City County Schools students!  Helping to polish their  
student-led orchestra pit, our professional musicians will offer  
several days of instrumental coaching in preparation for Jamestown 
High School’s production of “Beauty & The Beast”. 

Strengthening and finessing the transitions while moving from  
a recorded track to a live pit of student musicians is quite the chal-
lenge. With generous educational gifts, we were able to hire a 
professional musician to cover FLUTE, ENGLISH HORN, OBOE, 
CLARINET, TROMBONE, TUBA, and TRUMPET ensuring a high 
level of coaching. Their support, gentle critique, experience, and 
wisdom while working on these pieces with students ae invaluable. 
Although not performing with the students, our musicians will turn 
them loose for their big debut and are certain they will be ready!

Just as exciting, the WSO is overjoyed to be working with a student conduc-
tor from Jamestown High who has expressed an interest in pursuing this as a 
career. We are pairing this student with one of our hired conductors during 
two in-person final rehearsals. This will help with non-verbal communication 
with the student orchestra pit, bringing out subtleties and nuances in the 
music, establishing leadership, and overall podium presence. 

We look forward to hearing and seeing how this all comes  
together, get your tickets today and support local student  
theatre and orchestra, right here in Williamsburg!

SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendars for October 16, 2022, when the Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra 
League’s 6th annual  gala will be held at Two Rivers Country Club.

The WSOL’s major fundraiser, this festive evening will include a cocktail reception, fine dining, live 
auction, paddle raise, and entertainment featuring Williamsburg’s own Branch Fields (Bass) and 
Lauren Jelencovich (Soprano), of NYC, performing many favorites! Watch for more information 
about this wonderful evening by the river!

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League
PO Box 1665  Williamsburg, VA 23187

757.229.9857  williamsburgsymphony.org/league

Sue Klepac, League Newsletter Chair
sklepac@att.net or 757.378.2779ca
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april 27, 2022, Encore Affair #1:  
Country Tea at Peace Hill Farm  
Charles City | 11:30 a.m.

may 26, 2022, Encore Affair #2: Sweethaven Lavender Farm 
Jolly Pond Road, Williamsburg | 11:30 a.m.

may 27, 2022, Masterworks Concert #5 
Guest Conductor Chia-Hsuan Lin and Guest Artist Paul Huang, violin 
Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.

june 12, 2022, The Williamsburg Symphony League 
Annual Meeting  
Two Rivers Country Club | 12:30 p.m.

october 16, 2022,  
The WSO League’s Annual Fundraising Gala 
Two Rivers Country Club | 5:30 p.m.
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