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wso outreach impacts locally in 
unexpected ways
by JB Crowley

As we look back on our 2021/2022 Educational Outreach initiatives, one of 
the greatest moments can be found in candidly shared conversations held 
with the student musicians impacted by our efforts. While working with the 
student musicians of Jamestown High, in preparation for bringing together 
musical theatre and a live student-led pit orchestra, we had the opportunity to 
ask, “What has the time spent working with our musicians, on this particular 
project, meant to you? 

In order to share the heart behind the emotional responses, we present this 
video montage for your enjoyment. You will remember, this partnership was a 
part of WSO’s ongoing educational outreach initiatives with particular em-
phasis on promoting lifelong musical opportunities and teaching collabora-

tive ways of inviting 
community members 
into a shared experi-
ence. The partnership 
was made possible with 
funding from The 
Huston Foundation, 
National Endowment for 
the Arts, Virginia 
Commission for the 
Arts, Arts Commission 
of York County, 
Williamsburg Area Arts 
Commission, Newport 
News Arts Commission, 
and the YOU, the 
Williamsburg Symphony 
Orchestra League.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arql-jmpgWs
https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arql-jmpgWs
https://www.hustonfoundation.org
https://www.hustonfoundation.org
https://www.arts.gov
https://www.arts.gov
http://www.arts.virginia.gov
http://www.arts.virginia.gov
http://www.arts.virginia.gov
https://www.yorkcounty.gov/711/Arts-Commission-of-York-County#:~:text=The%20Commission%20administers%20the%20York,budget%20appropriations%20for%20the%20arts.
https://www.yorkcounty.gov/711/Arts-Commission-of-York-County#:~:text=The%20Commission%20administers%20the%20York,budget%20appropriations%20for%20the%20arts.
https://www.williamsburgva.gov/413/Williamsburg-Area-Arts-Commission
https://www.williamsburgva.gov/413/Williamsburg-Area-Arts-Commission
https://www.nnva.gov/949/Newport-News-Arts-Commission
https://www.nnva.gov/949/Newport-News-Arts-Commission
https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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a beautiful  
setting for tea!
Encore Affair #1
by Georgianna Avioli

What happens when you mix friendly 
people, a crisp, sunny day, a lovely 
venue and wonderful tea and colla-
tions? Answer: The Encore Affair, 
attended by 30 people at Peace Hill 
Farm, was held in a former 200-year-
old barn which has been transformed 
into a rustic, yet elegant, venue. 
Guests enjoyed delicious tea and an 
assortment of savories and sweets 
while socializing with old friends and 
meeting new ones.

This was the first Encore Affair since 
the many cancellations of the past two 
years. We in the League have missed 
seeing you at our popular and enter-
taining events. 

Now, about the 2022/2023 season 
events. Plans are underway for lunches 
with Michael Butterman, our new WSO 
Music Director and a few other inter-

KEN MITCHELL
The Directors of The Williamsburg Symphony League Board would 
like to thank Ken Mitchell for his outstanding service as League 
President. Throughout his tenure, Ken has demonstrated his 
commitment to the Symphony, leading the Board of Directors with 
thoughtfulness and patience. He has worked tirelessly since the 
first day of his term to increase the League’s financial contribution 
to the Symphony, provide volunteer services and increase mem-
bership. He also served as the League representative on The 
Williamsburg Symphony Board of Trustees. Thank you for every-
thing Ken and best of luck in whatever your next endeavor may be.

Peace Hill Farm

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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esting experiences. (Hint: Do you have dancing shoes?) As we plan, we 
always rely on our valuable supporters; so, if anyone would like to sponsor or 
host an event (lunch, dinner, reception) in your home or at a restaurant, the 
committee would be most grateful and will work to make your contribution an 
exciting and profitable event in support of WSO. Please call Georgianna 
Avioli (757.220.4854) to discuss.

another gala success!
by Akemi Takayama

Last November, I donated a solo concert to the Williamsburg 
Symphony Orchestra League for their Gala fundraiser. There 
was a bidding war at the auction, and the highest bidder (Jim 
Mullins) won it for $5,000! 

Fast forward — It was supposed to be for just one violin con-
cert. But my friend and a wonderful pianist, Yuri Chayama, 
generously volunteered to perform with me for this occasion. 
We got to perform some pieces by Brahms, Beethoven, Bartok, 
and Kreisler! Thank you, Jim Mullins, for hosting such a won-
derful evening and for your continuing support of the Arts!

At the concert, donations were also collected. I don’t know  
how much [over $5,000] this has raised, but it was a super  
fun evening! 

Art survives!! Thank you all for supporting the Arts! Thank you, 
Yuri san!

PAUL TRY
We also wish to thank Paul Try for his long service to the League 
beginning with his election in 2013. He has served as Recording 
Secretary, Vice President for two terms, President, and Vice 
President. Of special note is Paul’s leadership of the Gala committee 
from 2015 -2022 (5 Galas!). The Galas are the primary fund-raising 
opportunity for the League; throughout his tenure each successive 
year proved more successful than the previous! Paul currently serves 
on the WSO Board of Trustees. Thank you, Paul!

Pictured L to R: 
 Akemi, Jim Mullins,  

Yuri Chayama

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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sweethaven  
lavender farm
Encore Affair #2
by Debbie Monark

Our second Encore Affair saw 
26 people enjoy a day in the 
country at Sweethaven 
Lavender Farm on May 26. 
Owner Kerry Messer gave a 
wonderful presentation on the 
farm and the lavender fields, 
explaining the different varieties 
of lavender grown and its many 
uses, from medicinal to culinary. 
Did you know lavender can be 
very beneficial for relieving 
migraine headaches? And it 
makes a delightful tea and 

coffee! The lavender fields were just coming into bloom, and the scent was 
tantalizing. All were able to cut and create a lavender bouquet to take home 
after learning the proper technique for cutting. A delicious box lunch was 
served at several farm tables in the modern but rustic barn, complete with 
lavender sweet tea and lemonade and lavender brownies. The gift shop saw  
a lot of customers following lunch!

A delightful way to spend the day and support the WSO!!

Sweethaven Lavender 
Farm

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 2022/2023 SEASON OF ENCORE EVENTS…

What could be better than lunch at Le Yaca? 
Answer – lunch at Le Yaca with Music Director Michael Butterman. 
This delicious and enlightening event is scheduled for September 
27, 2022, so watch for details and reservation information in 
August. Mark your calendars.

Additional Encore Affairs are being planned for the new season; so we can all look forward to 
entertaining ways to socialize and support the Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League’s 
contributions to the WSO.

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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wso quartet performs
at WindsorMeade and Williamsburg Landing

On April 26, a string quartet of Williamsburg 
Symphony Orchestra musicians performed at 
WindsorMeade in a celebration concert in 
memory of Hugh Van Brimer. In his daughter’s 
words, Hugh, a former WSO Board member, 
had many interests. ‘Let’s go through the list 
- sailing, history, football, patriotism, martinis, 
social events with friends, fixing stuff, sci-

ence, puzzles, reading, talking to people about his interests… and then there 
is music, mostly classical music.’ His children were in attendance at the 
concert and are sure he would have loved it! The next Hugh Van Brimer 
Annual Memorial Concert will take place on January 27, 2023. 

Later that day, thanks to The Garland Arts Fund, set up by the late Harry 
Burton, the quartet also performed at Williamsburg Landing. Harry Burton  
is the former Executive Director of the WSO and Artistic Director of An 
Occasion for the Arts. He too had many interests including being an avid 
bridge player, master gardener, accomplished golfer, and he loved classical 
music. He created The Garland Arts Fund in honor of his wife Jane Garland 
Norton Medlin Burton to present musical programs to residents of Williamsburg 
Landing for years to come. The next program is in the works for Fall 2022.

The string quartet 
consisted of Jeannette 

Jang, violin, Kei 
Sugiyama, violin, Danielle 

Wiebe Burke, viola, and 
Adam Carter, cello.

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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thank you! thank you! thank you!
Thanks to all of this season’s volunteers who labeled and unla-
beled Chapel seats, ushered, transported guest artists and 
conductors, coordinated concert flowers, helped with mailings…
the list of all you do goes on and on! We couldn’t do it without you!

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
It’s time to renew your League membership for the 2022/2023 season! Annual dues are only  
$30 for single memberships and $45 for dual memberships. An exciting new season of live 
performances conducted by Michael Butterman, newly appointed Music Director, awaits League 
members and music enthusiasts of all ages. Don’t delay; join today in support of Williamsburg’s 
professional Symphony Orchestra!

welcome to new league members
Thank you to all who have renewed their memberships and welcome new 
members! We are ever grateful for the continuing support. We couldn’t do it 
without you!

Kay Allen
Grace Angst
Douglas and Charlene Campbell

Roy and Barbara Femenella
Nancy T. Norton
Maria Pressley

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league


For more information on ticket options 
(virtual and in-person) and concert 
details, check out our website or call. 

williamsburgsymphony.org
(757) 229-9857

@WMBGSymphony

2022/2023 SEASON AT A GLANCE
Masterworks Concert 1
PAREMSKI PLAYS 
RACHMANINOFF
September 29, 2022

Masterworks Concert 2
GLORY AND GRANDEUR
with WSO Percussion Trio 
October  20, 2022

Specialty Concert
CIRQUE DE LA  
SYMPHONIE
November 4, 2022 
 

Family Concert
HOLIDAY POPS
December 3 & 4, 2022

Specialty Concert
CABARET & COCKTAILS 
THE FIRST LADIES OF 
SONG FEATURING
CARMEN BRADFORD
January 22, 2023

Masterworks Concert 3
BEETHOVEN’S FIFTH
February 2, 2023 

Family Concert
SIDE-BY-SIDE CONCERT 
with Williamsburg Youth 
Orchestra
February 5, 2023

Masterworks Concert 4
GUITAR VIRTUOSO  
with GRAMMY-Winning 
Guitarist, Jason Vieaux
March 16, 2023

Masterworks Concert 5
RHAPSODY IN BLUE
May 25, 2023

williamsburgsymphony.org/league 7
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The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League
PO Box 1665  Williamsburg, VA 23187

757.229.9857  williamsburgsymphony.org/league

Sue Klepac, League Newsletter Chair
sklepac@att.net or 757.378.2779
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june 12, 2022, The Williamsburg Symphony League 
Annual Meeting  
Two Rivers Country Club | 12:30 p.m.

october 16, 2022,  
The WSO League’s Annual Fundraising Gala 
Two Rivers Country Club | 5:30 p.m.

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
mailto:sklepac%40att.net?subject=

