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Airport’s latest addition augurs 
more flights to Sunshine State
Newport News/Williamsburg International Airport 
soon will offer flights to the Sunshine State for as 
low as $29.  
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By Madison Peek 
Staff Writer

JAMES CITY — James City County is 
awarding matching grants of up to $500 to 
neighborhoods that band together to beau-
tify their communities.

The Good Neighbor Grant application 
is available from Aug. 1 through Sept. 15. 
Neighborhoods can use the grants, if they 
get them, to complete projects such as litter 
cleanups, installations of pet waste stations 
and flower gardens.

The grant program has been established 
for years and provides neighborhoods 
opportunities to come together and better 
their community, said Peg Boarman, the 
Clean County Commission chair.

“We look to see if they’re trying to 
improve the situation. And not only beau-
tify, but also be good stewards of what 
they’re taking care of within that neighbor-
hood,” Boarman said. “Our mission is that 
we are working to prevent litter, educate 
and encourage recycling, as well as beau-
tification.”

Past grant winners have planted native 
Virginia plants in their neighborhoods, 
cleaned up trash or promoted pollinators 
or other natural wildlife.

“We are open to new creative ideas, so 
it doesn’t have to just be planting plants 
and putting up a pet waste station. If some-
body wanted to investigate something 
different, we’d be interested — maybe like 
composting or something solar powered,” 
said Cassie Cordova, James City County’s 
environmental sustainability coordinator.

To be eligible for a grant, applicants must 
fully complete the application, have the 
signature of the neighborhood governing 
association or committee members and 
match the grant dollar for dollar.

Neighborhoods can have their grant 
application reviewed and have James City 

James City 
communities 
can get paid 
to clean up
County awarding matching 
grants, up to $500, to those 
that beautify their area

By Alison Johnson 
Correspondent

WILLIAMSBURG — Seven years ago, TR 
Richardson was a first-year coach for the 
American Legion Post 39 Seniors baseball 
team that qualified for Legion state tourna-
ment, following his six years as a player in 
the program.

This summer, Richardson, now 27, helped 
coach a Seniors team that went from winless 
in 2021 to a state qualifier once again. 
Even better, this marks the first time that 
Post 39’s Juniors and Seniors teams both 
earned spots in the upcoming tournament, 
although the Seniors team recently made 
the gut-wrenching decision to withdraw 
due to injuries.

“It was a great feeling to do so well, being 
that it’s been so long and how far we’ve 
come with hard work,” Richardson said. 
“Post 39 is like a family, and you always stay 
a part of the family.”

The Juniors team will compete in its tour-
nament July 30 to Aug. 3 in Stafford. “We 
have really good chemistry, and everything 
came together,” said Matt Swanson, 15, a 
pitcher and infielder. “Our whole offense 
is hitting. We feel good about our chances.”

At a time when the growth of travel base-
ball has led to the demise of many American 
Legion teams, Post 39’s program is flourish-

A big summer for area 
American Legion teams

“Legion represents courage, grit and sacrifice that we should all respect,” said Seniors manager Chuck Mihalcoe, whose Warhill High sons 
Jeremiah, 18, and Judah, 14, play on the team. COURTESY OF AMERICAN LEGION POST 39

Post 39’s Juniors, Seniors team earn spots in upcoming tournament

Matt Swanson is an infielder and pitcher for the American Legion Post’s Juniors team. This is 
the first year that the post’s Juniors and Seniors teams both earned spots in the upcoming 
state tournament. COURTESY OF ANNETTE FOSTER GREENWOOD

By Sian Wilkerson 
Staff Writer

WILLIAMSBURG — The new season of 
the Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra will 
be filled with familiar favorites such as Holi-
day Pops, as well as a new show that includes 
acrobatics and dancing — all with the new 
director finally at the helm.

“I’m really excited to get it started,” said 
Michael Butterman, who was appointed as 
the symphony’s new director in February. 
He hopes to “bring back a lot of our patrons 

who might have been kind of hanging back 
during the pandemic.”

The 2022-23 season begins Sept. 29, with 
the first Masterclass concert featuring guest 
pianist Natasha Paremski, who also will give 
a free piano masterclass on Sept. 28. The full 
season schedule is available online at www.
williamsburgsymphony.org/.

“Having the opportunity to experience 
Williamsburg’s own professional orchestra 
is a magical and uplifting experience,” said 
the symphony’s executive director, Caro-
lyn Keurajian. “Bringing this level of artistic 
excellence to Williamsburg is such an honor, 
and I welcome [the public] to join me at a 
concert this season.”

Putting together a schedule for the season 
is intricate work. Organizers need to account 

for the musicians’ schedules 
as well as when their venue, 
the Williamsburg Commu-
nity Chapel on John Tyler 
Highway, will be available 
for use.

One goal of Butterman’s 
in putting together the slate 
of performances was to 

balance both familiar pieces as well as giving 
patrons something new.

“I looked at lists of what the repertoire had 
been for the past several seasons, just so that 
we didn’t come back and play the exact same 
music that had been done,” he said. “I tried 
to look for things that are well-known pieces 
that we can anchor each concert around, 
but also things that haven’t been played so 

recently in Williamsburg.”
When Butterman was appointed director 

after a 2 1/2-year search, he was best known 
as the music director of the Boulder Phil-
harmonic and the Shreveport Symphony 
orchestras. He’s also the new director of 
the Lancaster (Pennsylvania) Symphony 
Orchestra for its 2022-23 season. The biog-
raphy on his website, www.michaelbut-
termanconductor.com, describes him as a 
sought-after guest conductor who has led 
preeminent ensembles across the country.

Butterman grew up in Fairfax County and 
attended the University of Virginia, earning 
his doctorate in conducting at the Indiana 
University Jacobs School of Music.

WSO set for big 2022-23 season

Coronavirus
As of 9 a.m. Tuesday, these are the number 
of cases of the new coronavirus in the state 
and Historic Triangle:

 � 1,944,125 people in Virginia have tested 
positive for coronavirus

 � 17,685 cases in James City County
 � 1,942 cases in Williamsburg
 � 11,491 cases in York
 �20,877 deaths in the state

Number of residents fully vaccinated
 �James City County: 58,583
 �Williamsburg: 8,754
 �York: 50,943
 �Virginia: 6,172,056

Source: Virginia Department of Health

With new director at the 
helm, symphony will bring 
familiar favorites, new shows

Turn to Symphony, Page 7

Turn to Grants, Page 7

Turn to Teams, Page 7

Butterman

VAGAZETTE.COM YOUR 24-HOUR NEWS SOURCE
twitter.com/vagazette | facebook.com/thevirginiagazette



By Dave Goldiner 
New York Daily News

A push to give Ameri-
cans an extra hour of after-
noon daylight in the winter 
appears to be dead for now 
as the House of Repre-
sentatives is busy with 
supposedly more pressing  
matters.

Lawmakers from both 
parties say there is no chance 
they will vote anytime soon 
to make daylight saving time 

year ‘round — and scrap 
the hated ritual of turning 
clocks back and forth — even 
though the measure passed 
the Senate unanimously.

“I can’t say it’s a priority,” 
Rep. Frank Pallone, D-N.J., 
chairman of the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee that regulates 
such issues, told The Hill.

“It’s fallen by the wayside 
... with so many of the 
other issues that are out 
there,” said Rep. Steve Scal-

ise, R-La., the No. 2 GOP  
leader.

The Senate bill would 
make daylight savings time 
permanent starting next 
year, meaning the entire 
country would not turn 
their clocks back an hour in 
November 2023.

That would effectively 
result in an extra hour of 
daylight in the afternoon, 
easing complaints about 
gloomy early darkness in 
winter, especially in parts of 

the country that are on the 
eastern edges of their time 
zones.

But it would cause the sun 
to rise an hour later, irking 
farmers, parents and school 
employees who have to be 
up and about early in the 
morning.

The inspirationally 
named Sunshine Protection 
Act passed the Senate in 
April with little debate and 
few objections.

Most Americans despise 

turning their clocks an hour 
forward in the spring and an 
hour back in the fall, polls 
show.

But there is less wide-
spread agreement about 
whether to stick to daylight 
saving time or standard time 
year-round.

Tourism-dependent areas 
are particularly adamant 
about the benefits of having 
an extra hour of daylight in 
the afternoon instead of the 
morning to keep people out 

and spending later.
Parents say getting 

the kids up for school in 
the dark is annoying and 
downright dangerous in 
the frigid upper Midwest, 
although it’s not obvi-
ous why schools could not 
simply open an hour later 
during the darkest winter  
months.

“We continue to try to 
come up with a consensus 
but so far, it’s eluded us,” 
Pallone conceded.

Congress shelves daylight saving time reform

County or Williamsburg 
master gardeners help 
guide their application.

The program encour-
ages neighborhoods to 
create more environmen-
tally sustainable spaces.

“We say that the 
purpose of the grant is 
to enhance the sense 
of community, as well 
as sustainability for the 
neighborhoods them-
selves,” Cordova said. 
“We have several orga-
nizations that will apply 
every year every other 
year. I think it’s some-
thing that brings together 
these neighborhoods, 
these community orga-
nizations.”

Want to apply?
Applicants must fill 

out the Good Neigh-
bor Grant Application 
at www.jamescitycoun-
tyva.gov/Document-
Center/ View/2640/
Good-Neighbor-Environ-
ment-Grant-PDF to be 
considered. Grant award 
amounts are contin-
gent upon the number 
of applications received 
and available funding. 
Grants may be submitted 
online by emailing the 
completed application 
to SustainabilityCoordi-
nator@jamescitycoun-
tyva.gov or by mailing it 
to or dropping off at 107 
Tewning Road, Williams-
burg, VA 23188.

Madison Peek,  
madison.peek@ 
virginiamedia.com
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When she announced the 
appointment in February, 
Keurajian lauded Butter-
man’s artistic excellence, 
educational outreach and 
“breadth of experience 
in conducting high-level 
orchestras” as well as his 
skill in programming.

As always, for the new 
season the Williamsburg 
symphony will perform 
a series of five Master-
works concerts in addi-
tion to specialty concerts 
like Holiday Pops, Cabaret 
Cocktails and Cirque de la 
Symphonie. Cirque de la 
Symphonie, which will be 
held Nov. 4, is a new show 
for the symphony, incorpo-
rating acrobatics, contor-
tion, dancing and more as 
a visual accompaniment to 
the orchestra.

“I’ve worked with this 
group for maybe 15 years 
now and they always really 

create an experience that 
is so exciting and open and 
really opens the door for 
many, many more people to 
encounter classical music,” 
Butterman said. “... They’re 
going to see them come to 
life with visual acts that are 
timed and choreographed to 
that music. It’s a multi-sen-
sory feast, basically.

“It’s wonderful for people 
that already know a lot about 
classical music ... but also for 
kids, for people that are kind 
of on the fringe of [want-
ing to come to a classical 
concert]. It’s like going to the 
movies somehow. It’s just so 
much to watch.”

Butterman’s hope is that 
this season, there will be 
something to appeal to 
everyone.

Tickets are available for 
purchase online at https://
www.williamsburgsym-
phony.org/concerts.

Sian Wilkerson, sian.
wilkerson@pilotonline.com, 
757-342-6616
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ing. After cutting 20 players 
in tryouts this summer, the 
Williamsburg-area league 
even hopes to add a second 
Juniors team next year.

American Legion is a 
nonprofit organization of 
war veterans, with local 
posts across the country and 
world. Its baseball league, 
founded in 1925, empha-
sizes sportsmanship, health 
and civic values, with more 
than 3,400 teams and nearly 
55,000 players in the United 
States and Canada.

Post 39 has sponsored 
teams for 72 seasons, fielding 
athletes 19 and younger from 
eight area public and private 
high schools. The program 
frequently reunites students 
who met as elementary 
school teammates in youth 
leagues, many of whom hope 
to play in college.

This year’s two teams 
had 36 players total, 33 from 
Williamsburg or James City 
County and one each from 
New Kent, West Point and 
Isle of Wight counties. Play-
ers abide by a code of sports-
manship and stand for the 
National Anthem before all 
games.

“Legion represents cour-
age, grit and sacrifice that 
we should all respect,” said 
Seniors manager Chuck 
Mihalcoe, whose Warhill 
High sons Jeremiah, 18, and 
Judah, 14, play. “It’s so good 
for kids to learn about it and 

be a part of it.”
Each year’s state tour-

nament features the top 
three teams from different 
regions of the state; Post 39’s 
region stretches from Ches-
apeake to Richmond and 
out to Powhatan County. 
The Seniors team nabbed 
the third spot with an 11-3 
record, despite losing its 
first three games and often 
facing teams with signifi-
cantly older players.

Juniors finished with 
an 8-5 record but went 
3-1 against the only other 
2022 team in its region this 
summer, Post 280 in Ches-
apeake, to clinch the area’s 
top seed.

“They meshed together 
quickly,” said Juniors 
manager Thomas Rich-
ardson, also the general 
manager for both Post 39 
teams (but not, as many 
assume, TR Richardson’s 
dad). “We have a lot of kids 
who come back for return 
seasons, plus a huge follow-
ing on social media and play-
ers that come back to coach 
or watch games.”

Post 39 also is flexible with 
kids who still compete on 
summer travel teams, sched-
uling most games and prac-
tices on weekdays to free up 
weekends and communicat-
ing closely with players and 
parents to avoid overuse 

injuries.
Legion ball is special for 

its cross-school friend-
ships and generally more 
relaxed atmosphere, says 
Logan Timberg, 14, a Juniors 
pitcher and outfielder and 
rising sophomore at Warhill 
High. “It’s competitive, but 
you can really just have a 
lot more fun in a league like 
this,” Logan explains. “The 
fans are great and we all just 
get along.”

“I feel like it is more 
supportive, more communi-
cation and better teamwork,” 
agreed Swanson, a rising 
sophomore at Jamestown 
High School. “I’ve learned 
how important communi-

cation and teamwork is to a 
good team.”

TR Richardson, an 
infielder who played for 
four years at The Apprentice 
School in Newport News, 
began coaching Legion 
teams immediately after 
aging out as a player.

“It makes me relive 
memories I had playing and 
think about what I would 
have done in certain situa-
tions,” he relates. “The teams 
I was on had a lot of success, 
and I want to see that same 
success from these players.”

The entire Post 39 family 
will be cheering on the 
Juniors team at states. The 
winner will advance to the 
Mid-Atlantic regional tour-
nament in West Virginia, 
with a World Series in North 
Carolina in mid-August.

Post 39’s last state cham-
pion was a Seniors team 
in the mid-1960s, Thomas 
Richardson believes. “My 
team is on the young side,” 
he said, “but the way they’ve 
played shows me maybe we 
can do it again sooner than 
we thought.”

Want to follow?
To follow Post 39’s 

Juniors team at the July 
30-Aug. 3 Legion State 
Tournament, download the 
GameChanger app for live 
game coverage or check the 
updated bracket at valegion-
baseball.com.

Alison Johnson, ajohn-
sondp@yahoo.com
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The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra announced its schedule for the 2022-23 season with new director Michael Butterman at 
the helm. COURTESY OF KIM KIELY PHOTOGRAPHY

The Mews Neighborhood 
Association was one 
of the recipients of a 
Good Neighbor Grant in 
2021. COURTESY OF THE 
MEWS NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION

This marks the first-ever year that American Legion Post 39′s Juniors and Seniors teams both earned spots in the upcoming state tournament. Pictured is the 
Juniors team. COURTESY OF AMERICAN LEGION POST 39 PHOTOS
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Chuck Mihalcoe and TR Richardson are coaches of the American Legion Post 39’s Seniors Team.
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