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expansive 2022-2023 season:
well-loved classics along with fresh, new discoveries
by Michael Butterman

I’m always filled with anticipation as a new season approaches, but this one  
is especially exciting since it marks the start of a new chapter for me and for 
the WSO. I am so looking forward to working with our outstanding musicians 
and to meeting and getting to know our supporters and our community. The 
WSO is a true cultural gem—one that deserves widespread recognition and 
appreciation. To that end, our 2022–2023 season is expansive: well-loved 
classics abound, along with fresh, new discoveries and plenty of great entry 
points for newcomers. 

On the familiar front, we have works like Beethoven’s Fifth, Gershwin’s 
Rhapsody in Blue and Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini. 
But in each case, we’ll present them in contexts that will have you appreciat-
ing them in new ways. We’ll hear Beethoven’s music as a confident expres-

sion of essential human dignity and equality when paired with music by 
Michael Abels about universal brotherhood and bassist Xavier Foley’s 
new composition reflecting on the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the 
first enslaved persons in Jamestown. Likewise, we’ll see how Gershwin’s 
timeless fusion of jazz and classical idioms influenced composers like 
Ravel, and how the Americana of Copland’s Rodeo inspired Alberto 
Ginastera to create his own, Argentinian-flavored, cowboy ballet. 

Brilliant guest artists abound, beginning with the stunning pianist 
Natasha Paremski in September, and closing with Van Cliburn 
Competition gold medalist Jon Nakamatsu (playing two concertos!) in 
May. In between, we’ll enjoy GRAMMY-winning guitarist Jason Vieaux 
playing the two best-loved guitar concertos in the repertoire, as well as 
double bass phenom Xavier Foley and one of the world’s great trumpet 
players, Virginia’s own Rex Richardson. 

We have a totally unique feast for the senses in November as the  
amazing performers of Cirque de la Symphonie join the WSO. Vivid, 
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 well-known orchestral barnburners provide the canvas for an array of  
jugglers, contortionists, strong men and more to showcase their magic.  
This is the perfect concert for the whole family, especially great for kids, and 
for neighbors and friends who may not have attended a symphony concert 
before, or in a long time. Likewise, our Holiday Pops concerts with the delight-
ful Sarah Jane McMahon are sure to kindle the spirit of the season in all of us. 
And powerhouse vocalist (and 2022 GRAMMY nominee) Carmen Bradford 
will bring the house down in her Cabaret & Cocktails tribute to the ‘first ladies 
of song’ in January. 

We’re honored to share the stage with the outstanding young musicians of 
the Williamsburg Youth Orchestra in our ‘side-by-side’ concert in February. 
We also have five masterclasses for aspiring musicians led by our array of 
world-class guest artists, and concert preview talks before each performance 
that will provide informal insights into the program and help guide your listen-
ing and appreciation. 

Ultimately, an orchestra is a focal point for community, and a means by  
which we form and reinforce our social connections to one another. You are 
the reason we do what we do, and we can’t wait to see you this season at  
the WSO!

league holds annual  
meeting and brunch
by Debbie Monark

The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League 
held its annual meeting and brunch on Sunday, 
June 12, 2022, at Two Rivers Country Club. 
Members convened to enjoy a delicious  
buffet brunch with an excellent view of the 
Chickahominy River. President Ken Mitchell 
opened the meeting and welcomed new mem-

bers in attendance: Dan Dutcher and David and Claudia Frantz. Ken, who is 
finishing his fourth year as League president, provided an overview of the 
past year, tallying up the variety of ways the League provides support to the 
Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra. League members provided office sup-
port, served as ushers during concerts, provided transportation and flowers 
for guest artists, provided seat signage, and greeted patrons at the League 
table at all concerts. In addition, volunteers planned and organized the Gala 
and Encore Affairs events. Volunteer hours typically exceed 3000 hours 
annually. The League raised more than $100,000 during FY 2021–2022 
including an anonymous gift of $50,000. Funds of $80,000 have been 
contributed to the symphony this year. 

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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LEAGUE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

Are you looking for a fun way to get involved and support your Symphony? 
We are looking for a few good people to help organize and plan special events with our Encore 
Affairs Committee and Gala Committee. If you have good organization and time management 
skills, enjoy planning social events, and have a few hours available each month, we would like to 
talk to you. As the saying goes, many hands make light work! We have a lot of fun, and we enjoy a 
collaborative spirit to plan a variety of events. Your ideas are welcome. Also, sponsors and hosts 
for private League events are another way to contribute your support.

Contact us at league@williamsburgsymphony.org and let us know what you might be interested 
in doing to support our mission.

Other highlights: The Encore Affairs committee did excellent work this year, 
planning four outstanding events despite the pandemic, and is making plans 
for several more events during the upcoming concert season. The Own Your 
Own Orchestra campaign is on track to set a record this year. The League 
Newsletter is receiving rave reviews with each new issue. The annual Gala, 
after being postponed three times in a year and half, was held November 7, 
2021, and raised over $40,000. This year’s Gala is fast approaching and will 
be held October 16, 2022, at Two Rivers Country Club. And, last but not least, 
League membership reached an all-time high with a record 202 members. 
Many thanks to all who contributed to the success of the League this year!

The nominating committee presented the slate of candidates for election to 
the Board. Debbie Monark and Eloise Branden were elected to second terms 
of three years, while Nancy T. Norton was elected to a first term of three 
years. The Board will elect officers at their next meeting.

Paul Try and Ken Mitchell were recognized for their long service 
to the Board. We thank them both for their dedication to the 
mission of the League in support of the symphony.

In recognition of their $1,000 donation to the Own Your Own 
Orchestra campaign, a conductor’s baton was presented to 
Wilma and Marc Sharp and will receive a personal meeting with 
new Music Director Michael Butterman.
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science and mathematics in music
by Richard Dunn

Dear Leaguers,

Ever wonder why the orchestra tunes to the oboe, why A is 440, or what 
“equal temperament” is all about? Neither listeners nor players are much 
concerned with these things, but some people do want to know, so let’s 
spend a page or two on it. Physicists and mathematicians among the 
Leaguers will excuse my getting into their fields of expertise, but I must use a 
bit of science and math in talking about musical structures. Every instrument 
in the orchestra produces pitches according to the length of the vibrating 
matter, be it string, air, metal, or wood, and has timbre according to its reso-
nator, bore and other construction details.

Let’s first look at the harmonic series, just a fact of life for most instruments. 
Each series begins with a low note (the “Fundamental”), numbered “one”. 
This fundamental corresponds to the length of the air column in the instru-
ment; for example, a 9’ trombone (stretched out) has a fundamental of low B 
flat; a 12’ tube starts with a low F, etc. Counting the fundamental as “one”, the 
next note above in the harmonic series is another octave (“8va”), the 3rd note 
is a fifth, the 4th is another 8va (again the same as the fundamental but two 
octaves higher), the 5th note is a third, etc. Each octave step upward simply 
doubles the previous frequency (i.e. 128-C2, 256- C3, 512-C4, etc.), and the 
notes of the harmonic series get closer together the higher one goes, so the 
very high harmonics are just a half-step apart.

Some instruments (e.g. piano, celeste, marimba, tubular bells) do not depend 
on the harmonic series because all the notes are fixed and based on equal 
temperament. The length of the vibrating body is not fixed but variable in  
the bowed strings; the player makes the desired length of the string with  
his/her finger.

In the brass the player lengthens the tube in order to be able to produce all 
the tones required. The lengthening is accomplished with valves to open up 
more tubing or else it is done by extending a slide. Each instrument has a 
certain fundamental pitch depending on its basic length (when ‘stretched 
out’): The B-flat trumpet’s basic length is 4.5’, the B-flat trombone 9’, the F 
horn 12’, and the tubas of varying sizes but usually around 16’ for most 
American orchestras. John McGinness, trombonist with the WSO, helped me 
piece together tuba information; he said we use a contrabass CC tuba here.  
I believe that a different instrument might sometimes be required in the 
orchestra; I played Petrushka with Stravinsky conducting, and recall that 
Stravinsky said he had a smaller tuba in mind (John opined that it might have 
been an 8’ French tuba in C); I don’t know what result followed the compos-
er’s comment – I had my own part to concentrate on-- and I’ve never conduct-
ed Petrushka so I never had reason to research the tuba question. In John’s 
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interview with a tubist he was told that Petrushka is played with a contrabass 
CC tuba except for the bear solo, which is played on the F tuba.

So the tube length of a brass instrument gives the instrument all the natural 
harmonics for that length. Every F instrument, for example, can play all the 
overtones (harmonics) over F in that “open” (i.e. no valves) position. To get 
other tones a valve or slide extension temporarily lengthens the air column 
and provides a new fundamental and new overtones. 

But musicians give little thought to this subject. A trumpet player introduced 
himself to me and said he had brought his fingering chart – which was pretty 
hilarious because only a beginner and certainly no professional musician 
would ever use a fingering chart.

As for woodwinds, we’ll deal with them in the next installment.

meet nancy norton
League Board Member

Nancy grew up in south Florida playing as many sports as she could 
while simultaneously attempting to master as many musical instru-
ments as she could. After high school, Nancy earned her Bachelor  
of Science degree in Engineering from the U.S. Naval Academy then 
went on to Naval Flight School in Pensacola, Florida. She flew predom-
inantly large, fixed-wing aircraft and garnered roughly 3,000 flight 
hours. Outside of flying, Nancy served in several “shore” duty assign-
ments to include Flight Instructor, Naval Academy Company Officer, 
Congressional Liaison Officer, Protocol Officer to the Commander in 
Chief, Atlantic Fleet (Norfolk, VA), and Congressional Fellow. 

While serving in the Navy, Nancy earned her Masters of Science degree in 
Business and Marketing from the University of Maryland University College. 
After the Navy, Nancy served as Defense Legislative Assistant on Capitol  
Hill to Senator John Warner of Virginia. She later went on to work in various 
capacities within the defense industry for both large and small companies 
such as the Raytheon Company, Lockheed Martin, and General Atomics.  
She held positions in Business Development, Government Relations, and 
Strategic Development and Implementation.

Along the way, Nancy never abandoned her love of music and painstakingly 
moved her baby grand piano with her to every new duty station! Nancy even 
met her late husband, Stephen, at the Metropolitan Opera in New York City. 
She moved to Williamsburg in 2017 and looks forward to supporting the good 
work of the Board.

Nancy Norton

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league


ANNUAL FUNDRAISING

Cocktail Reception    Dinner    Live Auction and Paddle Raise    Entertainment

                            for the WSO League’s special 

fundraising event to support Williamsburg’s Musical 

Treasure, the Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra. 

Please join us

                                                                             more than ever 

for the full WSO concert season with Michael Butterman, 

our versatile new Music Director, and to enable us to 

continue our amazing educational outreach programs.

Your support is needed

Entertainment
featuring vocalists

Branch Fields and Lauren Jelencovich

For more information, please visit us at www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2022

TWO RIVERS COUNTRY CLUB
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wso on the move
Congratulations to the WSO on their move to their new office 
space at 4805 Courthouse St., Suite 204 in New Town. The 
new location has much more office space and plenty of (free) 
parking. If you’re in the neighborhood, stop by and say hello! 

The mailing address and phone remain the same: 
P.O. Box 400 
Williamsburg VA 23187 
(757) 229-9857

New WSO office

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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encore affairs 2022-2023
We are delighted to return to a new season of Encore Affairs—a series of 
special events to benefit The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra.

The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League is very proud to financially 
support our symphony’s outstanding concerts as well as the educational 
outreach efforts of the orchestra in the communities of Williamsburg and 
James City/York counties.

Debbie Monark, League President

Planning for the upcoming season of Encore Affairs is well underway and we 
have several events planned throughout the fall. We have lunches, dinners 
and trips! We hope you will join us as we support the WSO with fun and enter-
taining experiences!

New events will be added, so check the website frequently at 
williamsburgsymphony.org/league for updates on future events and to 
purchase tickets. We hope to see you at this season’s Encore Affairs! 

Georgianna S. Avioli, Chair, Encore Affairs 

Encore Affair #3: “Over the river and 
through the woods…”

Well, not really through the woods but  
really over the beautiful James River via the 
Scotland Ferry on Thursday, November 10, 
2022, 10:45 a.m., for a docent led tour of St. 
Luke’s Church in Smithfield (45 minutes). 
We’ll then take a 15-minute drive to The 
Smithfield Inn for lunch.

Lunch choices: 
 Chicken pot pie with a green salad 
 Crabcake sandwich with a green salad 
  Brunswick Stew with two ham biscuits

Dessert choices: 
 Bread pudding 
 Peach cobbler 
 Chocolate mousse

Choices will be made at the Inn.  
Limited to 50 guests  |  $55 per person ($15 tax deductible) 
Click Here to Register> 
 

The Smithfield Inn 

Continued on next page
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welcome to new league members
Thank you to all who have renewed their memberships and welcome new 
members! We are ever grateful for the continuing support. We couldn’t do it 
without you!

Ernest and Victoria Henninger
Dianne Hickerson
Marilyn and Dave Mason

Michele McKinnon
Nancy T. Norton
Maria Pressley

Encore Affair #4: “Libiamo ne’lieti calici” Can you hear the 
drinking song from Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata? 

Encore Affairs participants will enjoy lunch in Williamsburg then, travel to 
Richmond on March 19, 2023 by motor coach to attend the Virginia Opera’s 
production of this exciting and intense opera.

Details and registration to follow. 

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league


SEPTEMBER 29      7:30 P.M.
WILLIAMSBURG COMMUNITY CHAPEL

Featuring Music Director Michael Butterman and 
Guest Artist Natasha Paremski, Piano

paremski plays
rachmaninoff
Brahms - Variations on a Theme of Joseph Haydn

Rachmaninoff - Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini
                Natasha Paremski, piano

Korngold - Theme and Variations

Hindemith - Symphonic Metamorphosis of Themes by Carl Maria von Weber 

@WMBGSymphony

Tickets: $60    $25 view from home    $10 for students 

Purchase Tickets Online 
williamsburgsymphony.org

MASTERWORKS CONCERT 1
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september 20, 2022, Encore Affair #1
 A Midweek Mediterranean Escape!
Meyhune Kitchen & Bar, Williamsburg | 5:00 p.m. 

september 27, 2022, Encore Affair #2
Lunch with Michael Butterman
Le Yaca | 11:30 p.m. 

september 29, 2022, Masterworks Concert #1
Music Director Michael Butterman
Natasha Paremski, piano | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m. 
Pre-Concert Lecture 6:30–7:00 p.m.

october 16, 2022,  
The WSO League’s Annual Fundraising Gala
Two Rivers Country Club | 5:30 p.m.

october 20, 2022, Masterworks Concert #2
Music Director: Michael Butterman
Rex Richardson, trumpet | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.
Pre-Concert Lecture 6:30–7:00 p.m.

november 4, 2022, Cirque de la Symphonie
Music Director: Michael Butterman
Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.

november 10, 2022, Encore Affair #3 
“Over the river and through the woods...”
Smithfield, Virginia | 10:45 a.m.

december 3 & 4, 2022, Holiday Pops
Music Director: Michael Butterman
Sarah Jane McMahon, soprano | The Williamsburg Presbyterian Church 
2:30 p.m. & 4:00 p.m. each day

january 22, 2023, 
WSO’s Famous Cabaret & Cocktails Concert 
The First Ladies of Song Featuring Carmen Bradford
Conductor: Chia-Hsuan Lin
Williamsburg Lodge | 8:00 p.m.

february 2, 2023, Masterworks Concert #3
Music Director: Michael Butterman
Eunice Kim, violin | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.
Pre-Concert Lecture 6:30–7:00 p.m.

Continued on next page
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The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League
PO Box 1665  Williamsburg, VA 23187

757.229.9857  williamsburgsymphony.org/league

Sue Klepac, League Newsletter Chair
sklepac@att.net or 757.378.2779

february 5, 2023, Side-by-Side with  
the Williamsburg Youth Orchestra 
Williamsburg Community Chapel | 4:00 p.m.

march 16, 2023, Masterworks Concert #4
Music Director: Michael Butterman
Jason Vieaux, guitar | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.
Pre-Concert Lecture 6:30–7:00 p.m.

march 19, 2023, Encore Affair #4 
La Traviata
Richmond, Virginia | Time TBD 

may 25, 2023, Masterworks Concert #5
Music Director: Michael Butterman
Jon Nakamatsu, piano | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.
Pre-Concert Lecture 6:30–7:00 p.m.

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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