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guest conductor experience 
You Should Try It!
by Sue Klepac

How would you feel if you suddenly found yourself named guest conductor  
for The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra’s Holiday Pops concert?! When I 
asked Melinda Morgan, guest conductor for one of this year’s concerts, she 
replied unequivocally – WONDERFUL! Melinda was one of two guest con-
ductors for this year’s Holiday Pops. 

Guest conductors receive “training” via Zoom from Michael Butterman, The 
WSO Music Director, on how to hold the baton and the importance of raising 
and lowering the baton at precisely the right moment. Watching YouTube 
videos of others conducting ‘Sleigh Ride’ was also very helpful. 

Melinda also attended the Saturday morning rehearsal to see just how it’s 
done. The rehearsal gave her a great perspective into just what it takes to 

create an orchestral performance. “The orchestra is a very engaging and dedi-
cated group of musical professionals. You can tell they enjoy working together 
and helping each other. They particularly enjoy Michael Butterman’s leadership.”

Continued on next page

L to R: Melinda Morgan 
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Another Holiday Pops guest conducting opportunity went to a Williamsburg 
Youth Orchestra student, Matthew Fan, whose magnificent performance at 
the League Gala garnered him the opportunity. He conducted the second 
concert on Sunday with the full score and baton in hand. Nice work! Matthew 
is a talented musician, accomplished in violin and piano performance, and can 
now add conducting to his repertoire. 

Finally, Melinda found both the musicians and music director to be very sup-
portive. She did not find the experience intimidating and encourages others to 
take advantage of this opportunity at next year’s League Gala! And of course, 
she was honored that Michael Butterman asked to wear her light-up necklace 
for the rest of the performance! You did give it back, didn’t you Michael….?
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performing arts center  
committee formed
by Ron Monark

Recently, a proposal was discussed at the Williamsburg City Council to add 
an amphitheater to the proposed sports center (near the Visitor Center of 
Colonial Williamsburg). In November, a group of performing arts organiza-
tions met at the Williamsburg Community Foundation to discuss this latest 
proposal. The WSO was represented by Ron Monark and Carolyn Keurajian.

The group of performing arts organizations quickly agreed that an amphithe-
ater would not serve the needs of the participating organizations adequately. 
It was agreed that representatives from each organization would speak at the 
December 8, 2022 City Council meeting, not to combat the proposed amphi-
theater, but to stress the needs of the organizations to successfully perform 
their mission. 

During that meeting on December 8th, each organization outlined their 
needs, such as size, number of seats, moisture and temperature control, 
quality of acoustics, equipment, etc. Several organizations, including The 
WSO, also pointed out that our performing arts seasons typically run from 
September through the following May, making an outdoor amphitheater 
inappropriate. The discussion went well and was discussed at the State of the 
City event later that evening. 

The performing arts organizations have agreed to continue to meet periodi-
cally to (a) maintain momentum and (b) provide time to complete and present 
a feasibility study. In addition, The WSO has appointed a Performing Arts 
Center Committee to focus our efforts. The co-chairs are Terry Murphy 
(757-345-0665) and Jon Krapfl (757-784-7413). Members of the League 
interested in joining this effort should contact one of them. 
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It was a beautiful fall day to ‘go over the river and through the woods’ to Smithfield. 
A group of 23 had a delightful day touring St Luke’s Church. It is the oldest brick 
church in Virginia and is now a museum. Following the tour, we had a delicious 
lunch at the Smithfield Inn.

mirth then back to business
by Richard Dunn

Not all the stories we hear in the music world are true, but we can have a little 
fun with some. Our first two are supposedly about a recent composer; I’ll just 
call him “C.”

The first “fair and square”

In a village street south of the border. A man is riding a burro; his wife walks 
behind with groceries. C, indignant, asks the man, “Why doesn’t your wife 
ride the burro?” Man: “She has no burro.”

Continued on next page
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The second “fair and square”

Back in the States, C goes into a café, gets a stool at the bar, and orders a 
slice of pie. Then he notices that the person next to him has a bowl of ice 
cream. When the waiter brings the pie to C, he asks if he could get ice cream 
instead. So the waiter takes the pie and brings ice cream. C finishes the ice 
cream and starts to leave. Waiter: “Wait; you forgot to pay for the ice cream.” 
C: “But I gave you the pie for it.” Waiter: “But you didn’t pay for the pie.” C: 
“But I didn’t eat it.”

A hepcat tale

Our next tale is about two hepcats (a hepcat is someone nuts about jazz, 
usually not a musician, wears a long, floppy bow tie, and speaks hepcat- 
English). Two hepcats are on a boat arriving in India; they see a man playing  
a woodwind instrument while a cobra weaves around in a basket. The first 
hepcat to the other: “Man, dig that crazy oboe playing.” The second: “Yeah 
but man, dig that crazy music stand.”

Now, dear Leaguers, we leave tales about cobras, pies and burros to think 
about our major concerns. A few observations about vibrato might add to 
your listening sophistication and enjoyment. Have you noticed that the 
strings regularly use vibrato on long notes, while the winds almost never do? 
The strings produce a vibrato (a small variation of the pitch) by a little shaking 
of the finger on the string. The vibrato is the main tone plus a fraction of a 
semi-tone and is meant to enhance the tone. It is most commonly heard in 
solo playing, but it is used also in orchestral work. In music of the Baroque 
Period most of the time vibrato is not used at all; some writers suggest that 
vibrato was used then, but that idea has not been widely adopted and the 
controversy won’t be aired here. Briefly, one almost never hears vibrato  
in baroque performance. In those performances or recordings, string tone  
is usually similar to that of the pipe organ. But vibrato can also be an  
interpretive tool by contrasting passages of little or no vibrato with moments 
of greater emphasis and intensity.

In vocal work a basic difference usually is recognized between a solo or oper-
atic voice and a choral voice—the latter being without vibrato and considered 
necessary to a good choral sound. Sometimes an overambitious young singer 
will try to add vibrato in order to sound like famous solo singers – with the 
result of a wobble in the voice, i.e. a wide pitch variation and a serious defect in 
singing technique. My own taste in operatic voices favors the constrained use 
of vibrato; for recent time, I think of the soprano Kiri Te Kanawa.
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prepare to be swept away!
Encore Affair #4

LIBIAMO, LIBIAMO NE’LIETI CALICI!
‘Let’s drink from the joyful cups!’

A fabulous opportunity to see La Traviata presented by Virginia Opera 
with the Richmond Symphony Orchestra!! On Sunday, March 19, 2023, 
we will begin with a sumptuous brunch in the private dining room at 
Opus 9 in Williamsburg at 11:30 a.m. Leave your car and your parking 
worries behind and board a luxurious private coach at 1:00 pm to arrive 
at the entrance to Carpenter Theatre in the Dominion Energy Center in 
Richmond in time for the curtain to rise at 2:30 p.m. We have 40 wonder-
ful seats in the mezzanine and first dress circle for our group. Following 
the performance, reboard the coach to travel back to Williamsburg, 
arriving in the parking lot behind Opus 9 around 7:00 p.m. 

Ticket prices are available with two tiers for opera seating:

Tier 1: $226.00/person ($35 tax-deductible) 
Opera ticket, Opus 9 brunch (cash bar), and round-trip coach transportation 

Tier 2: $190.00/person ($35 tax-deductible) 
Opera ticket, Opus 9 brunch (cash bar), and round-trip coach transportation   

Limited to 40 people. Additional tickets may be added if there is interest and 
availability. Click Here to Register> 

We expect this event to sell out quickly, so get your reservation in 
early for the best seats! Registration deadline is February 28th.
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LOOKING FOR SPONSORS!!!
The Leagues’ Encore Affairs Committee is hard at work planning fun events for the spring and 
fall. We all realize that costs have gone up for many things, especially food and beverages. If you 
would be interested in sponsoring (or hosting) an Encore Affair, we would love to hear from you to 
talk about the possibilities. Encore Affairs events are all designed to raise much needed funds to 
support he Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra’s outreach to our local students and schools, and 
you can be an important part of that mission. 

Contact Georgianna Avioli at georgianna@avioli.com.

https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=twso
https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
mailto:georgianna%40avioli.com?subject=
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how do you win a 
grammy?
Encore Affair #5

MARCH 14, 2023    11:30 A.M. 

Discover the answer to this question when GRAMMY-
winning guitarist virtuoso Jason Vieaux joins us for 
lunch at Le Yaca. Mr. Vieaux will speak to us about his 
journey toward winning a GRAMMY and his most 
interesting musical career. We will also get some 
tempting information about the exciting guitar works 
presented in our Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra’s 
Masterworks Concert #4 on March 16, 2023. 

Along with Mr. Vieaux’s presentation, you will enjoy a delicious three-course 
meal selected from the Le Yaca Prix-Fixe menu featuring appetizers, one of 
three delicious entrée choices and a dessert. Beverages not included.

Limited to 50 guests 
$68 per person ($25 tax-deductible). Click Here to Register>

Please consider a $500 sponsorship for this event and receive 2 tickets. 
Email georgianna@avioli.com for details.

COMING SOON 
Own Your Own Orchestra!
The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League will soon launch another season of “Own Your 
Own Orchestra”. During this annual campaign, everyone has the opportunity to be a “patron” of 
an instrument or item vitally necessary to The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra for a concert 
season. It is an easy way for all our music lovers to assist the League in its ongoing efforts to 
provide financial support to the WSO and its many outreach programs. Your gift is a very import-
ant part of that continued support!

The 2023 OYOO booklet will be mailed in March and will also be available on the League website 
at williamsburgsymphony.org/league. It’s easy to become a “patron” and “own” part of 
Williamsburg’s very own symphony for a season. It truly belongs to all of us!

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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welcome to new league members
Thank you to all who have renewed their memberships and welcome new 
members! We are ever grateful for the continuing support. We couldn’t do it 
without you!

Patrick and Karen Dugan
Valerie King
Gale McCune
Marc Roth

Diane Stanley
Bob and Barbara Spiller
Jerry and Susan Strock

what happens when  
you mix culture café and 
poisoned dwarf?
A Great Evening of Eclectic Food and  
Celtic Music
Encore Affair #6

APRIL 24, 2023    6:00 P.M.–9:00 P.M .

Culture Café thrives to unite cultures and food by serving small plates, a 
uniquely communal dining experience where the only thing more stimulating 
than the culinary collision of flavors from different cultures is the company of 
those around you. Culture Café offers a selection of cuisines that will surprise 
your palette with no limitations on “taste, color, or borders”.

Poisoned Dwarf is a Celtic music group that plays virtuosic, innovative, and 
passionate renditions of traditional Irish and Scottish music on acoustic 
instruments. Five talented musicians create a driving sonic energy that has 
been captivating audiences for over a decade with whistles, flutes, violin, 
guitar, percussion, and Uilleann pipes together with exciting and lyrical vocals. 

Limited to 50 guests 
$70 per person ($25 tax-deductible). Click Here to Register>

Ticket covers appetizers, full dinner buffet, one glass of wine, dessert, and 
entertainment. Free parking behind Culture Café (enter lot next to Green Leaf 
on Scotland Street.

SPONSORS FOR THIS EVENT: JIM AND JACKIE KENNEDY

Poisoned Dwarf

https://www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league
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march 14, 2023, Encore Affair #5
Lunch at Le Yaca with Jason Vieaux 
How Do You Win a GRAMMY?
Williamsburg, Virginia | 11:30 a.m. 

march 16, 2023, Masterworks Concert #4
Music Director: Michael Butterman
Jason Vieaux, guitar | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.
Pre-Concert Lecture 6:30–7:00 p.m.

march 19, 2023, Encore Affair #4
Opus 9 and Carpenter Theatre  
La Traviata
Richmond, Virginia | 11:30 a.m. 

april 24, 2023, Encore Affair #6
A Great Evening of Eclectic Food and Celtic Music 
Poisoned Dwarf at Culture Café
Williamsburg, Virginia | 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

may 25, 2023, Masterworks Concert #5
Music Director: Michael Butterman
Jon Nakamatsu, piano | Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.
Pre-Concert Lecture 6:30–7:00 p.m.

The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League
PO Box 1665  Williamsburg, VA 23187
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Sue Klepac, League Newsletter Chair
sklepac@att.net or 757.378.2779
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