
 
 

ACCESS FREE BOOKS AND AUDIOBOOKS  

 
 

 
To access free books & audiobooks through hoopla, students need a SF library card.  
 
All SFUSD students already have a library card called “the Scholar Card.” Students who 
have not yet activated their Scholar Cards can do so by contacting their local SFPL 
branch. No paperwork or ID required. 
 
Here are instructions for linking your SFPL library card to hoopla.  
 
 

SOME RECOMMENDED TITLES FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Dragon Pearl 
Yoon Ha Lee 
 

Ebook. Thirteen-year-old Min stows away on a space battle 
cruiser as an impersonated cadet in the Thousand World 
Space Force in order to discover what happened to her older 
brother. As a girl with fox-magic, she could use a charm or 
her shape-shifting ability, but to keep her family's secret safe, 
Min's mother insists on her children appearing human at all 
times. 

 

Feminism 
Nadia Abushanab 
Higgins 
 

Ebook. In recent decades, the word “feminism” has gained a 
negative connotation, perhaps rightly, due to some of the 
goals and theories of modern-day feminism—but historical 
feminism was not always so. Author Higgins identifies three 
“waves” of feminism in America, beginning with the early 
fight for women's suffrage and moving up through the 
legalization of abortion, issues of forced sterilization, and the 
demand for equal rights for women in all areas of life. 
Higgins also touches on the wage gap, violence against 
women, and today's unrealistic beauty standards, as well as 
how issues of race, class, age, ability, and sexual orientation 
fit into the feminist milieu. 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://sfpl.org/books-and-media/scholar-library-card
https://sfpl.libanswers.com/faq/129915
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12284942
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11572308


 

Illegal 
Eoin Colfer 
 

Ebook. Ebo is alone. His brother, Kwame, has disappeared, 
and Ebo knows it can only be to attempt the hazardous 
journey to Europe, and a better life-the same journey their 
sister set out on months ago. 
 
But Ebo refuses to be left behind in Ghana. He sets out after 
Kwame and joins him on the quest to reach Europe. Ebo's 
epic journey takes him across the Sahara Desert to the 
dangerous streets of Tripoli, and finally out to the merciless 
sea. But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new 
life, and a reunion with his family. 

 

 
 

Miles Morales 
Jason Reynolds 
 

Ebook. Teen Miles Morales, the current Spider-Man, worries 
that his spidey-sense is broken. A misunderstanding gets him 
suspended from school and makes him doubt himself and his 
abilities. After all, his father and uncle were once criminals. 
He begins having nightmares and his spidey-sense continues 
to buzz in history class where he listens to his teacher talk 
about the benefits of slavery. Then his scholarship at his 
private school is threatened, and Miles's investigations 
uncover a plot that puts all he loves at risk. 

 

Sal and Gabi 
Break the 
Universe 
Carlos Hernandez 

Ebook. Sal prides himself on being an excellent magician, but 
when he starts attending a new school, Gabi Reál discover's 
Sal's secret: he can reach into other dimensions and pull 
things into their dimension, including different versions of his 
dead mother. There's only one problem: Sal's manipulation of 
time and space is putting the entire universe at risk. Sal, Gabi, 
and their friends and family, as well as a sassy entropy 
sweeper, will have to work to make things right. 

 

The Human 
Microbiome 
Rebecca E. Hirsch 

Ebook. Features an informative, illustrated tour through the 
human microbiome from the history of microbial science and 
the development of antibiotics to the effects of antibiotic 
overuse and the nutrition on the bugs in our bodies. Includes a 
glossary, resources for further information, diagrams, and 
color photographs. 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12208741
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11931652
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12325468
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12325468
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12325468
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11677763
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11677763


 

The Other 
Half of Happy 
Rebecca Balcárcel 

Ebook. Quijana is a girl in pieces. One-half Guatemalan, one-
half American: When Quijana's Guatemalan cousins move to 
town, her dad seems ashamed that she doesn't know more 
about her family's heritage. One-half crush, one-half buddy: 
When Quijana meets Zuri and Jayden, she knows she's found 
true friends. But she can't help the growing feelings she has 
for Jayden. One-half kid, one-half grown-up: Quijana spends 
her nights Skyping with her ailing grandma and trying to 
figure out what's going on with her increasingly hard-to-reach 
brother.  

 

Tristan Strong 
Punches a 
Hole in the 
Sky 
Kwame Mbalia 

Ebook. Reading his dead best friend's journal allows seventh-
grader Tristan Strong to see folk heroes John Henry and Brer 
Rabbit. Then, a character from the Anansi story steals the 
journal, and in his effort to retrieve it, Tristan accidentally 
rips open a hole into Alke, where African American folk 
characters are gods. Tristan learns that the people of Alke are 
suffering partly due to Tristan's actions, and in order to get 
back home and save his friends, Tristan, John Henry, and 
Brer Rabbit must seek out the god Anansi the Weaver and 
convince him to fix the chasm. 

 

A Long Walk 
to Water 
Linda Sue Park 

Audiobook. In alternating chapters, Park's novel illuminates 
the stories of two young people living in Sudan. First there is 
11-year-old Salva, whose school is attacked by rebels in 
1985, launching him on a three-year journey to refugee camps 
in Ethiopia and Kenya. Eventually, Salva is chosen to travel 
to America and is adopted by a family there. The other side of 
the story focuses on Nya, a young girl living in Sudan in 2008 
who must walk eight hours each day to gather water for her 
family. Desperate for help and change, Nya's prayers are 
answered when a now-grown Salva returns home and builds a 
well, helping his people find the water they need to survive.  

 

Betty Before 
X 
Ilyasah Shabazz, 
Renee Watson 

Audiobook. The granddaughter of Malcolm X tells a 
fictionalized story from her grandmother's childhood. Betty 
Shabazz is a young girl learning first-hand about the real 
change people can make when they help each other and the 
power of acceptance and belonging. But when a terrible crime 
happens in her neighborhood, she learns that things aren't 
always as clear as she once thought. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12366435
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12366435
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12572336
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12572336
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12572336
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12572336
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11143881
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11143881
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12142690
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12142690
https://www.hoopladigital.com/artist/1108872815
https://www.hoopladigital.com/artist/1108872815
https://www.hoopladigital.com/artist/2318027947


 

RECOMMENDED TITLES FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Solo 
Kwame Alexander 

Ebook. Authors Alexander and Hess present a 
powerful verse novel about 17-year-old Blade 
Morrison, the son of rock star Rutherford Morrison 
whose erratic behavior has been blasted on tabloid 
and magazine covers for years. Blade's mother has 
been dead for a decade. His sister embraces the edgy 
lifestyle that comes with being the child of a drugged-
out, bad-boy rock star. But Blade wants more. And 
when he learns he's actually adopted, he sees a 
glimmer of hope in finding his birth mother—a 
journey that takes him to a small village in Ghana 

 

The Best We 
Could Do 
Thi Bui 

Ebook. Author Bui shares the story of her family's 
fight for a better future. Born in South Vietnam, her 
family made a harrowing escape from the war-torn 
country in the 1970s in the hopes of finding a better 
life in America. In beautiful and heartbreaking detail, 
Bui recounts the undying love of family, layering in 
the imperfections that make her loved ones wholly 
human, while detailing the challenges faced by 
immigrants as they try to find their place in a foreign 
country. 

 

Powers of a Girl 
Lorraine Cink 

Ebook. Profiles sixty-five notable female characters 
in the Marvel comic book universe, including Captain 
Marvel, Black Widow, Valkyrie, America Chavez, 
and Mary Jane Watson. 

 

With the Fire on 
High 
Elizabeth Acevedo 

Ebook. Bi-racial high school senior Emoni Santiago 
balances school with her job and raising her two-
year-old daughter in Philadelphia. Her supportive 
abuela helps develop Emoni’s love of cooking, but 
Emoni also knows that to pursue culinary school is 
impossible. But in the end, Emoni, despite the 
challenges, has no choice but to follow her passion. 

 

Black Enough 
Ibi Zoboi, ed 

Audiobook. Collects seventeen stories that detail 
what it's like to be young and black in a diverse 
America. "In these stories, black kids are nerds and 
geeks, gay and lesbian, first gen and immigrants, 
outdoorsy and artists, conflicted and confused, 
grieving and succeeding, thriving and surviving--in 
short, they're fully human." 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11935833
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12474862
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12474862
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12307370
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12376975
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12376975
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12196784


 

Nimona 
Noelle Stevenson 

Ebook. When Lord Ballister Blackheart discovers 
that his former best friend, Sir Ambrosius 
Goldenloin, has taken control of the benignly named 
but evil Institution of Law Enforcement and Heroics, 
Blackheart disguises himself as a villain to expose the 
nefarious workings of the organization. Blackheart is 
helped on his mission by Nimona, a spirited 
shapeshifter with pink hair who can go from docile 
cat to fire-breathing dragon in a nanosecond, and who 
has a predilection for violent displays of strength. 

 

I Wish You All 
the Best 
Mason Deaver 

Audiobook. When Ben De Backer comes out to their 
parents as nonbinary, they're thrown out of their 
house and forced to move in with their estranged 
older sister, Hannah, and her husband, Thomas, 
whom Ben has never even met. Struggling with an 
anxiety disorder compounded by their parents' 
rejection, they come out only to Hannah, Thomas, 
and their therapist and try to keep a low profile in a 
new school. 

 

The Love And 
Lies Of Rukhsana 
Ali 
Sabina Khan 

Audiobook. Seventeen-year-old Rukhsana Ali's 
conservative Muslim parents want her to attend the 
University of Washington and marry a young Muslim 
man. But Rukhsana has two secrets: that she applied 
to Caltech, and that she is a lesbian. When her mother 
catches Rukhsana kissing her girlfriend, her parents 
angrily send her to live with family in Bangladesh, 
where she is exposed to harsh tradition, arranged 
marriages, and intolerance. While she's there, 
Rukhsana connects with parts of herself long hidden, 
and finds the courage to take control of her own 
future. 

 

Aristotle And 
Dante Discover 
The Secrets Of 
The Universe 
Benjamin Alire Saenz 

Audiobook. Fifteen-year-old Aristotle "Ari" 
Mendoza, a loner with a chip on his shoulder, 
unexpectedly finds a friend in artistic Dante 
Quintana, a local teen from a different school who 
helps Ari learn to swim and open up about his life. As 
the boys spend their summer exploring El Paso, 
swimming, laughing and sharing secrets, Ari begins 
to think differently about his own family, including 
his incarcerated older brother. Meanwhile, Dante's 
feelings for Ari soon develop into something more. 
Just as the summer comes to an end, an accident 
occurs, Ari is injured and questions need answers.  

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12226970
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12335940
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12335940
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12306405
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12306405
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12306405
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11639657
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11639657
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11639657
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/11639657
https://www.hoopladigital.com/artist/7268454


 

Like A Love Story 
Abdi Nazemian 

Audiobook. Iranian born New Yorker, Reza, is 
terrified of his own homosexuality amid the 1980s 
AIDS crisis, equating being gay with dead men. He 
meets aspiring fashion designer Judy and her best 
friend Art, an openly gay photographer, who are 
united in AIDS activism because of their mutual love 
of Judy’s uncle Stephen, who is gay and has AIDS. 
Both Art and Judy find they are attracted to Reza, and 
believing he should be with a woman, Reza and Judy 
begin dating despite the undeniable feelings Reza and 
Art have for each other. 

 

I, Claudia 
Mary McCoy 

Ebook. In this retelling of the 1934 novel "I, 
Claudius," awkward high schooler Claudia 
McCarthy, who has a limp and a speech impediment, 
finds herself drawn into the dark side of student 
government at Imperial Day Academy. As she rises 
through the ranks, Claudia vows to use the political 
power she is given for good, but scandals, tyrants, 
and political dilemmas show her just how corrupting 
power can be. 

 

Akata Witch 
Nnedi Okorafor 

Audiobook. Twelve-year-old Sunny has trouble 
fitting in anywhere: born in America, she now lives in 
Nigeria after moving there with her family when she 
was nine. Adding to her predicament is the fact that, 
although her features are African, her skin is albino 
white. Called an “akata” (bush animal) witch by her 
classmates, Sunny exists on the fringes of normal 
society. But when she discovers she has magical 
powers, she joins three others to study, learn, and 
change reality – a task made all the more difficult by 
the machinations of a career criminal and serial killer 
who knows magic too. 

 

Anger is a Gift 
Mark Oshiro 

Audiobook. Sixteen-year-old gay African-American 
student Moss Jeffries feels stuck in his run-down 
West Oakland High School. Still mourning the death 
of his father, shot by police years earlier, a violent 
incident at his school prompts Moss to channel his 
simmering anger into community activism against a 
corrupt authority system. 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12364891
https://www.hoopladigital.com/artist/2761886672
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12179290
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12087753
http://booklists.yalsa.net/directory/results?author=1986
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12317373


 

American Street  
Ibi Zoboi 

Ebook. Haitian teen Fabiola Toussaint and her mother 
finally leave Port au Prince to live with an aunt and 
cousins in Detroit, Michigan. However, U.S. 
Immigration detains her mother, forcing Fabiola to go 
alone to Detroit and try to figure out how to live with 
her loud cousins in a new, gritty surrounding. A new 
school and a chance at romance are overshadowed by 
a terrible choice that circumstances force Fabiola to 
make—she can either snitch on a drug-dealing 
boyfriend, or she can let her mother stay in detention 
indefinitely. 

 

Before I Let Go 
Marieke Nijkamp 

Ebook. Returning to her small Alaska home town 
after her bipolar best friend's death, Corey uncovers 
chilling secrets about the townspeople and their 
treatment of Kyra prior to her drowning. 

 

Monday’s Not 
Coming 
Tiffany D. Jackson 

Audiobook. After Monday Charles goes missing, her 
best friend Claudia seems to be the only one who 
notices and when she is unable to get help from 
Monday's mom or sister, she fears the worst. 
 

 
 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12458345
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12002397
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12064103
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12064103

