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2011 brought much change to rugby and presented some challenges to NSW 
Juniors. 
 
Funding was most significantly affected with the completion of the 'Community Rugby 
hand-back' to the ARU. In prior years, the ARU had funded NSW Community Rugby 
via a $1.95m grant. This grant was administered by NSW Rugby and NSW Juniors & 
its members benefited from this grant. 
 
With the completion of the funding return, NSW Rugby advised they were not able to 
maintain the same funding. This has seen a reduction in administrative resources 
from 3 full time staff to 1 full time employee providing administrative resources to 
Sydney Juniors. 
 
NSW Juniors & NSW Country Juniors continue to be administered by volunteers.  
 
The application of Community Rugby funding is now determined by the ARU with 
little reference to the organisations who are the beneficiaries. 
 
 
The NSWJRU State Championships were again a wonderful spectacle of the talent 
produced by Juniors development programs. We were unfortunate to lose the 
sponsorship of the Waratahs, but that did not diminish their moral support and much 
of the squad attended for presentations and photograph opportunities with the crowd. 
 
Thank you to the many rugby dignitaries who attended the State Championships. 
While their presence is not apparent to the greater public, their attendance is 
recognition of the importance of juniors to the development of the code. In particular, 
thank you to Robbie Deans, Gen. Peter Cosgrove, John Mumm, Jason Allen, Peter 
Medway, John Spana, Geoff Garland, Chris Birch, John Coolican, Bruce Worboys 
and Will Jeffcott. Having these distinguished guests present to support Juniors as 
well as helping out with the presentations helps immensely to market our code.  
 
Special thanks to ARU CEO, John O'Neill, who accepted an invitation to attend the 
State Championships. This gesture of good-will allowed the mending of  relationships 
to begin after the tension of the U16 National championships issues. During the 
conversations that followed, NSW Juniors, Sydney Juniors & Country Juniors politely, 
but firmly, pushed to gain an understanding of the problem the ARU sought to solve 
by cutting NSW from 3 teams to 2 in NSW jerseys. While the preferred solution was 
made clear by the ARU, the reason for it was not. However, the ARU has agreed to 
maintain the status quo to allow sufficient time for the Australian Junior Rugby Union 
to prepare a proposal to take back the operation of the U16 National tournament. 
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The NSWJRU U15 Regional Championships were again combined with the SJRU 
U16 tournament. Hosted by Blacktown rugby club, the ‘regionals’ are an opportunity 
to showcase the product of junior rugby and to continue the pathway for talented 
junior players. The combined tournament also represents great opportunity for talent 
identification staff at the ARU and Super Rugby franchises. Special thanks to Chris 
Alcock & Tom Kingston from the Waratahs for their help & support with the U15 
Regional Dinner.  
 
 
The annual City vs Country carnival was held at Sylvania showcasing the strength 
and talent of Junior Club rugby in NSW. Players came from all of over NSW and all 
had equal selection opportunities for NSWJRU State teams. This year we selected 3 
teams … U15, U16 & U17. All boys are required to participate in the City/Country 
tournament in order to gain selection in a NSW team. Exemption was granted to 4 
boys in the U16 age group who had been selected by either Sydney or Country U16s 
but were required to withdraw from these teams as a result of their selection by the 
NSW Schools team.  
 
QLD Juniors travelled to Sydney to play against NSW Juniors & ACT Juniors on 
October 2-3. Queensland have done well to develop their 15’s and 17’s in recent 
years. In 2010, NSW U15s were triumphant in a spirited and well fought game. The 
Queensland U17s were a very impressive team. In 2011, NSW was successful in all 
3 age groups … U15, U16 & U17. The achievement of the U17s is particularly 
important and we have not won in that ager group for a long long time. Next year, 
however, will be a different story following the powerful display of QLD at the U16 
Nationals. 
 
Results for 2011 
Under 15’s vs ACT (George Smith Shield): NSWJRU 
Under 15’s vs QLD (Jason Little Shield):  NSWJRU 
Undert 16's Vs QLD NSWJRU 
Under 17’s vs ACT (Stirling Mortlock Shield): NSWJRU 
Under 17’s vs QLD (Chris Latham Shield): NSWJRU 
 
Many thanks to coaches Bill Bell (U/15s), Michael Kelynack & Andy Webber (U/16s) 
and Ian Rea (U17s), including their respective teams, for the outstanding effort in 
preparing and developing the players. The 3 Junior Unions received genuine support 
from NSW rugby and this made a significant and positive difference in running their 
activities during the year.  
 
We sincerely appreciate the strong support and assistance from John Spana, Will 
Jephcott, Bruce Worboys, Mark Green, Jason Allen and Chris Hickey for the 
NSWJRU Rep Program. 
 
 
 
Paul Taylor, President 



 

 
 

 
Presidents Report 2011 
 
NSWCJRU has enjoyed a successful 2011 both on and off the field due to the dedication 
of its volunteers. The backbone behind NSWCJRU is our Secretary – Mr Brad King, who 
does an enormous amount of work behind the scenes that usually, goes unnoticed but 
without Brad and his workload NSWCJRU would not be the successful organisation that 
it is today. 
 
To all the other executive members a huge thankyou from me for all your hard work in 
your various roles and especially to Penny and husband Shep who manage all the gear 
and get the kids kitted out and on the paddock or to there respective events in the 
correct gear, this is a huge task just in itself and you will be hard to replace after 8 
years in the role. 
 
To the wonderful support of our sponsors – Classic Sportswear (On & Off Field 
Apparel), Spartan Sports(Balls and Training Equipment), Virgin Blue (Our Official 
Airline), Discovery Tours (Our Travel Agent), Sapphire One Software, (Our Computer 
Software suppliers), Me cure Rafertys Resort – Lake Macquarie, Central Coast 
Photographics, Cliff Dykes Photography, NSW Rugby Union and the many other smaller 
contributions from business’s like our own employers who have contributed to the 
financial success of NSWCJRU. 
 
I must also express my thanks and gratitude to NSW Country Rugby Union (Terry 
Woodward and his board), NSW Rugby Union (Bruce Worboys CEO and Mike Doyle and 
all your staff), NSW Junior Rugby Union (Paul Taylor and committee), ARU High 
Performance Unit, and John Spana (NSWRU Youth Director) for all your continued 
support for the boys from the bush. 
 
I would like to make a special mention and NSWCJRU sincere thanks from all involved 
to the support of the boys from the bush shown by John Spana – Youth Director to the 
NSWRU Board and to Paul Taylor – NSWJRU & ARJRU President. The support that these 
two passionate junior rugby volunteers have for Country Juniors is simply unbelievable 
and it is due to there persistence, dedication and determination that the NSWCJRU 
Under 16’s team got to compete at this years 2011 National Championships, and it will 
be there support again in 2012 that will get NSWCJRU competing again in 2012. 
NSWCJRU needs to actively support the work and time that both John & Paul dedicate 
to Junior Rugby so that we make sure that we continue to keep the pathways for Junior 
Players from the bush open and accessible. 
 
Two of the highlights of 2011 and like always there were many to choose from for me 
were the finals of the Under 12’s and Under 18’s Country Championships at Tamworth, 
the Under 12’s final was one of the best Games of Junior Rugby anyone could witness, 
contested between Central North & Central West – the two zones with biggest 
distances to travel week in week out just to play and train. After two great halves of 
football they were still locked up at 7 all at fulltime and had to play extra time to get a 
result with Central North finally coming out on top in a thriller. Secondly was the Under 
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18’s final between Illawarra and a Barbarians team combining Hunter and Central 
Coast who prior to the championships had only one training session, borrowed some 
jerseys, got together on the morning of the championships and had a run together and 
then went on to win the championships. This group of players were just thrown 
together basically in any position they suited, and it was there dedication to the game 
and there desire to play rugby that made them competitive. It was the generous 
support and effort of there Coach Steve Watson and Manager Mel Bates that got them 
to the championships in the first place – so congratulations. 
 
To all the other age groups and teams that competed, well done and congratulations 
on your efforts. 
 
Congratulations to all the players that were selected for NSWCJRU in 2011, you 
showed the true Country Spirit and pride in wearing the Country Jersey. 
 
To all the coaches, managers, trainers, Physios and water runners from all age group’s 
thank you for your time and dedication to your teams and especially to Junior Rugby in 
general. Your commitment is greatly appreciated. 
 
Another area were we as administrators of our great game need to continue to work 
on, promote and actively encourage is the Under 18’s program that is fostering so 
many talented young men into champion rugby players. From the group of this years 
Under 18’s players, - all players have been invited to play for both the North and 
Vikings Clubs in Canberra, several have been offered places in Sydney Clubs including 
Easts, North’s, Parramatta, and Sydney Uni which is testament to the quality of players 
being produced through NSWCJRU and passed onto higher levels of the game. If this 
program is not fostered and promoted there will be a huge black hole where all players 
progressing from Under 17’s have no where to play the game and a large percentage 
of these players will leave the game forever. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank everyone that I worked with at 
NSWCJRU over the last seven years that I have been involved, from my initial 
involvement as a coach in 2005 to the last three years as president. I took on the role 
as president three years ago after phone calls for my help, NSWCJRU was in a mess, 
financially, administration was non existent, and it was back then a gravy train for 
some. NSWCJRU after three years of strong performance is now back were it should 
be, it is financially sound, the administration is strong, there are numerous policies and 
procedures in place and the organisation is in strong position to become more 
competitive on the field. The organisation has a strong and ethical group of people now 
involved and it will continue to grow in the future both on and off the field. 
 
I would like to wish the new executive all the best in the future, thank you to all those 
people that had faith in my ability to fix NSWCJRU and for putting up with strong 
ethical practice that this organisation is all about the kids and not about us, it was 
through hard work and some hard decisions that have made NSWCJRU the strong 
organisation it is today. 
 
Good Luck in the future. 
 
Yours in Rugby  
 
Michael Dodd 
President. 
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NSWJRU REPRESENTATIVE MANAGERS REPORT 2011. 
 

 
The Representative season commenced with the NSWJRU State Championships over the 
June long weekend and once again saw a 10% increase in the number of teams 
competing. This tournament has gone from strength to strength each year and remains a 
wonderful showcase of Junior Club Rugby. 
 
2011 saw teams from all Sydney Districts, 6 Country Zones and 2 other states compete 
over 3 days.  
Seven different venues, including 2 from outside the Sydney metropolitan area were utilised 
and hundreds of volunteers enabled the carnival to be the success that it was. 
The finals day on the Monday saw high quality Rugby in all age groups with very close 
results in the older age groups particularly.  
 

2011 NSWJRU State Championships 
 
Age 

group 
No 

teams 
Venue Host Finals Result 

10s 
 

20 Narrabeen Narrabeen JRC    

11s 14 Blacktown Blacktown JRC Manly 22  Norths 0 

12s 16 Camden Camden JRC Randwick 42  Norths 0 

13s 17 Menai Menai JRC Gordon 39  ACT Brumbies 
19 

14s 14 Orange Central West Gordon 13  Warringah 7 

15s 15 Eastwood Eastwood Jnrs Norths 14  Gordon 0 

16s 15 Granville Parramatta 
RUFC 

Gordon 19  Parramatta 17 

17s 9 Granville Parramatta 
RUFC 

Warringah 22  Southern 
Districts 19 

 
 
Eastwood Juniors once again hosted the Finals Day and we were lucky with the weather! A 
large crowd of spectators enjoyed the Rugby throughout the day and the presence of 
dignitaries such as John O’Neil and Robbie Deans was much appreciated. The NSW 
Waratahs made an appearance during the afternoon and watched the 17s final. 
 
Following on from the State Championships were the Regionals. This year Blacktown Rugby 
Club hosted the 15s and 16s age groups at Grantham Reserve, Blacktown with SJRU and 
NSWJRU working together to hold the Regionals at the one venue. The Sydney based 
teams competing were chosen at the State Championships while the Country teams were 
chosen as a result of the various Country tournaments. Also present at the Regionals was 
the Western Australian U/15s.  
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The winner of the 15s Regional was Northern Zone while Western Zone was the overall 
winner in the 16s age group. 
The annual Regional Dinner was this year held at Merrylands RSL with Tom Kingston and 
Chris Alcock as guests. These 2 Waratahs players shared their experiences of Junior Rep 
Rugby and Super 14 with the teams in attendance and were very well received by all the 
attendees. Our thanks to them for accepting the invitation to attend. 
 
Leading on from the Regionals was the City Vs Country Day traditionally held immediately 
after the July school holidays. This year the day was hosted by Southern Districts and 
Forshaw Rugby Park was in top condition for this event. 
 
City V Country Results: 
 
U/14s Tim Gavin Shield CJRU 24 Defeated SJRU (Norths) 7 

U/15s Steve Tuynman Cup SJRU 27 Defeated CJRU 0 

U/16s Ella Cup SJRU 22 Drew with CJRU 22 

U/17s Michael Brial Cup SJRU 36 Defeated CJRU 7 

 
NSWJRU selectors attended and chose the NSWJRU teams from the performances on 
the day. For the first time an U/16s team was chosen as well as the 15s and 17s.  
 
(The decision to choose an U/16s team was made in late 2010 as a result of the discussions with 
the ARU High Performance Unit concerning the Nationals U/16s tournament. Queensland Junior 
Rugby Union were invited to send a U/16s team to Sydney with their U/15s and U/17s to play 
NSWJRU in October. 
Whether a NSWJRU 16s team is chosen each year will be discussed further and will depend on the 
situation regarding the ARU Nationals and the 3 teams from NSW.) 
 
The Jersey Presentation to the 15s and 17s was once again performed at the ARU Offices 
at St Leonards and thanks go to John Coolican and Bruce Worboys of NSWRU for their 
attendance. The Presentation in the morning allows the parents and the players to hear a 
little of what is expected of a NSWJRU player and is usually followed by a training session. 
 
The highlight of the Representative calendar is the annual clash with Queensland Juniors. 
But before this event the NSWJRU 15s and 17s travelled to Canberra to play ACTJRU. 
This year the games were played at Viking Park, Canberra and both the 15s and 17s 
returned victorious. 
The 15s defeated ACTJRU 22 to 3 while the 17s defeated the ACTJRU 26 to 12. Both 
teams were a credit to NSWJRU with their performances and their sportsmanship. 
 
October 1st saw all 3 NSWJRU teams confront Queensland at Pittwater Park.  These 
games are always hotly contested and particularly in the 17s age group are a real State of 
Origin affair! 
 
The day began with the U/15s playing an intense hard fought game. The Reds were a well 
drilled outfit but the NSWJRU players dug deep and ran out winners 17 to 9. 
 
The NSWJRU 16s had very limited team practice as all the players had participated at the 
ARU Nationals during the week in either the Country, Sydney or Schools team. Their effort 
on the day was very pleasing and they ran out winners 18 to 5. 
 
The penultimate game of the day is the clash between Queensland 17s and NSWJRU 17s. 
Due to a different competition structure for the 17s in Queensland many players return to 
club rugby in this age group and the pool of players is strengthened. This annual clash has 
invariably found Queensland retaining the Chris Latham Shield but 2011 proved to be 
NSWJRUs year!  
At half time NSW was narrowly ahead 11 to 7 and the second half was dominated once 
again by some very strong forward play from NSW…the team retained their composure 
and eventually defeated Qld 23 to 14….this was a magnificent effort from the group. 
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The 3 NSWJRU teams are to be congratulated for their efforts and special thanks must 
go to all the coaching staff and managers. The time and effort they have put into their 
teams and the successes that ensued are a credit to them.  
 
To the 15s team of Bill Bell, Ian Westwood, Ed McPhee and Laurie McMartin my sincere 
thanks for a comprehensive effort which culminated in the team dinner at Norths Rugby 
Club after the Queensland game. It was very obvious that all the players and their parents 
appreciated the efforts you had put in with their sons. It has been a pleasure working once 
again with this group and their successes are richly deserved. 
 
To Andy Webber and Michael Kelynack many thanks for taking on the difficult task of 
coordinating the U/16s. Training schedules were an impossible task given that all your 
players were in other teams competing at the Nationals! To have even managed to get a 
team to Pittwater Rugby Park on the Saturday was an achievement in itself! 
 
The 17s were superbly drilled by their coaches Ian Rae, Dave Willan and Andrew Blades 
with Nick Anderson as trainer. Ian as Head Coach put together a very confident team and a 
winning game plan and they prepared well from the minute the players were chosen. Their 
Manager, Andrew Wilson took care of all the off field matters and allowed the coaches to 
concentrate on improving the players skill set. Their tremendous efforts certainly paid off 
with a comprehensive win over Queensland. 
 
To Narelle Veverka and Chris Spring who supplied much needed Physio attention our 
thanks. Narelle is becoming a welcome fixture with NSWJRU teams and both Narelle and 
Chris give their time willingly as volunteers. 
 
The NSWJRU Representative Calendar is an important part of Junior Rugby…all talented 
players strive to attain success and the pinnacle of Club Rugby in NSW is selection in a 
NSWJRU team. However this process does not occur without a lot of effort from a large 
number of people…all volunteers.  
One group often forgotten are the referees…without a man in the middle there is no game! 
And once again the effort of Ian Mooney in coordinating the appointment process must not 
go without notice. Ian quietly organises all facets of the referee appointment process with a 
minimum of fuss. The improvement in the standard of refereeing over the last few years is 
due to a lot of effort from Ian, from Ron Mancell and from the various referee associations 
who have cooperated with the appointment process and the assessors such as Dick Byres 
and Roger Higgins who have given up their time over the Representative calendar. 
The use of the scholarship referees under the control of Jamie MacGregor has been a 
wonderful initiative enabling a consistent standard of refereeing and also providing a 
pathway for up and coming young referees. 
 
To all the Clubs and Districts who have hosted my sincere thanks. Having travelled to all the 
venues over the June long weekend attended all the Rep events it was pleasing to see the 
well run tournaments and most importantly, the enjoyment on the faces of all the 
participants! 
Thanks is also extended to Taleah Neowhouse at SJRU and staff at NSWRU for their 
assistance at various times with the preparation of programs etc.  
 
Once again I stress to all involved in Junior Rugby how important a well run Representative 
calendar is to grass roots involvement. The development of future players is predicated on 
the recognition of talent and the encouragement of all players to develop their skills to the 
best of their abilities. 
 
Kerry Brady 
NSWJRU Representative Manager 2011. 
 
 
Appendices: 
 
Team Reports 
 
State Championship Review 
 
State Championship Recommendations. 
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TEAM REPORTS 2011. 
 

U/15s. 

 
 
 
The 2011 campaign for the NSW Under 15’s Representative Season began with the 
selection of the team at the Annual Sydney versus Country clash. While the Sydney team 
were successful on the day the Country boys showed that there is plenty of rugby talent 
playing junior club rugby in the country regions.  
 
The squad of 23 players selected combined 16 from Sydney and 7 from NSW Country. The 
selectors were very confident at the time that they’d picked the best team possible and 
that the team would come away with the spoils. Ultimately, the selectors were proven 
correct. 
 
The NSW Under 15 team played two important matches. The first being against ACT at 
the Vikings ground in Tuggeranong. While their performance was rusty, they still came 
away decisive winners to the tune of 22 points to 3. There were times that the work the 
players had put in on the training field was paying dividends. Solid performances were 
recorded by lock Angus Crichton, No.8 and Skipper Jum Woodhill, and our winger Mal 
Ravarava who scored two tries. 
 
Our second encounter was against our rivals north of the border, Queensland. The Reds 
squad was camped in Sydney for a few days preparing for this important clash. But our 
boys dug deep and put in the performance of the season, winning 17-9. The game was very 
intense and the boys had to draw on all their skills and resources to take the match as the 
Reds team were a very formidable outfit. This win was hard fought but one the team can be 
proud of. Once again our hardworking forwards led the way with Angus Crichton and Jum 
Woodhill being joined by prop Evan Pritchard and flankers Kyle O’Hara and Connor Menzies 
in a match winning effort. Sione Afu, new to playing at centre, was prominent in the backs 
and was well supported by flyhalves Ben Crerar and Callum Styles. 
 
I would like to thank all the players, their parents and the coaching staff for their efforts 
during our campaign. Everybody worked hard and subsequently the team was victorious on 
the field.  
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Special thanks to Bill Bell, Ian Westwood and Ray Hudd (our hardworking coaches) and to 
our trainer Ed McPhee who gave some solid advice to the players on what to expect at this 
level. 
 
The experience was one of the best I have had at a representative level; it was indeed an 
enjoyable time and one that I will look back on with many fond memories. 
 
Thanks also to NSW Junior Rugby for all their valuable assistance and support. 
 
Laurie McMartin 
Manager 
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U/17s 

 

The NSW Under 17 representative team was coached this year; by Ian Rea (Head Coach), 
Andrew Blades (Forwards) and David Willan (Backs). The support staff appointed were; 
Nick Anderson (Skills and Trainer), Narelle Veverka (Physiotherapist) and Andrew Wilson 
as Manager. All of the staff are very experienced in their role and set a professional 
standard with a positive no nonsense attitude from the beginning of the campaign. Much 
was expected from this group and they delivered. 
 
Congratulations to the Coaches and Managers of both the Sydney and Country teams who 
were very well prepared for their annual fixture and selection trial for NSW. The selectors 
did a great job and picked a very capable squad for NSW and a high quality shadow squad. 
 
At this age, many of these boys have played together previously in other representative 
programs and this proved to be a huge bonus. Many of the boys were still committed and 
playing junior club and Colts rugby so the management of playing commitments, travel time 
and injuries was foremost in our minds as we progressed through the campaign. The boy’s 
familiarity with each other allowed our whole squad to interchange easily and we trained 
very well at every training session and this proved a real strength. 
 
The aim of the programme from day one was to improve each player’s technical skills, 
prepare each player for their role in either the forwards or backs and finally for the team to 
come together as one. With just three training sessions before the Game 1 against the 
ACT the team got their heads into it and got on with the work. 
 
We arrived at Viking Park to play the ACT on a bright sunny and very hot day. The players 
travelled well and were very keen to go. Our warm up showed some nerves and the heat 
was affecting some of our players but come kick off the nerves left us and we got on with 
the job. It was clear from the first few minutes that Andrew Blades as forward coach had 
got the message through and our forwards were dominant and our set piece was working 
well. David Willan as backs coach also had got his message through with the backs looking 
very sharp and taking full advantage of the quality ball being provided by the forwards. The 
rugby was played was high tempo and with great individual skills, Nick Anderson knew his 
work had paid handsome dividends - NSW lead 26 to nil at half time. 
 
Ian Rea’s chat at half time was calm and focused; the team was showing great maturity 
and was showing that they had understood what the coaches had asked of them. The 
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second half started with us conceding a string of penalties and failing to adapt to the 
refereeing. The ACT coaches obviously had some stern words and they settled very well in 
the second half and took full advantage of an avalanche of possession and a fading NSW 
forward pack. The final score was 26 – 12 with a 12 all second half score and we had 
plenty to work on at training next week. 
 
We now had one more training session before our final game against QLD. The final 
training session arrived on a cold and very wet morning. The session was short, sharp and 
focused and the team was very disciplined. 
 
We arrived at Rat Park for Game 2, again the team were keen to play and looked much 
more settled than before the ACT game. There were smiles all round as the squad settled 
in the grandstand with the coaches more nervous than the players. 
 
The both teams started well, with neither forward pack taking a backwards step – a true 
interstate battle unfolded. Defence was dominant in the first half with neither backline 
getting a chance to shine. Both teams were dominant at different stages in the first half 
with NSW leading 11 – 7 at the half time break. 
 
At half time the coaches were composed, Ian Rea was confident the game plan was right, 
Andrew Blades was confident the forwards had the edge on and David Willan knew that his 
backs could score points if they got some space. The team was calm and confident; they 
knew they could get the job done. 
 
The second half unfolded just like the first half, the forwards dominated play and an even 
penalty count meant that neither side dominated field position or possession. The second 
half score reflected this and NSW went on to win 23 – 14. Two wins from two games and 
the team had done their job very well. This was the first time in many years that this u17s 
age group has beaten QLD in their annual “test” match. 
 
It would be unfair to single out any individuals as all of the boys contributed very well to a 
wonderful team effort. The effort of the Country boys and their families to get to training 
and games was magnificent. The effort, the detailed planning and focus from the coaches 
was of the highest quality. The team responded very well and was rewarded with very good 
results. 
 
Some special mentions, to the parents a big thank you; your boys are a great credit to you, 
and for all the help as and when required – a big thank you. To Narelle Veverka, our 
dedicated physiotherapist, who both at training and games helped to manage both the 
physical and psychological injuries of a very long season.  
 
Finally, to all involved congratulations and thank you. 


