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On the whole, 2012 was a year of consolidation. Unions within the NSW Junior 
structure have become accustomed to getting on with the job with minimal or no 
resources and they have quietly gone about their business without complaint. 
 
This is a testament to the many volunteers that give up their time and energy to 
ensure the boys and girls of NSW have a safe and enjoyable game and to the 
professional staff at NSW Rugby that assist. 
 
But throughout the year, there was one word that pervaded every conversation or 
issue ... ‘participation’ .. ie the number of children participating in the game.. It did not 
matter that the topic of conversation was ‘draw preparation’ or ‘safety’ or 
‘development’ or ‘representative programs’ ... that word, ‘participation’, was having an 
impact. 
 
And every contributor was looking for more ‘participation’, not less. 
 
More participation would; 

• make it easier to construct the draws in the many competitions of rugby 
throughout the state. 

• Increase safety, by allowing increased grading and separating boys & girls 
into competitions that match their size and skills. 

• Increase participation, because success breeds success, 
• Improve representative programs, because there would be more talent to 

select from, 
• Increase revenue, because clubs would be more profitable. 

 
There are many opportunities to increase participation, but this requires something 
that volunteer organisations do not have a lot of ... money. And so, ‘Juniors’ will look 
to organisations such as NSW Rugby and the ARU for leadership. 
 
 
The NSWJRU State Championships were again a wonderful spectacle of the talent 
produced by Juniors development programs.  
 
Thank you to the many rugby dignitaries who attended the State Championships. 
Their attendance is recognition of the importance of juniors to the development of the 
code. In particular, thank you to Michael Hawker, Gen. Peter Cosgrove, John Mumm, 
Jason Allen, Peter Medway, Geoff Garland, Chris Birch, Peter Veenstra, Bruce 
Worboys and Nick Farr-Jones. Having these distinguished guests present to support 
Juniors as well as helping out with the presentations helps immensely to market our 
code 
 
An area of activity that has received increased scrutiny over recent years has been 
our representative programs. Some observers have expressed the view that our 
programs are too intensive for boys that are selected into the Sydney, NSW Country 
and NSW Juniors teams.  
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As a consequence we have been looking at ways of ‘flattening’ the representative 
program while still maintaining the pathway. This has required NSW Juniors and its 
members, Sydney Juniors and NSW Country Juniors, to re-imagine their 
representative programs. In conjunction with Ben Whitaker from the ARU, a 
representative competition program is beginning to take shape that decreases the 
demands on players and maintains a pathway to the Junior Gold Squads. 
 
This concept will continue to evolve throughout 2013 and may result in the shifting of 
events throughout the representative calendar year. 
 
The annual City vs Country carnival was held at Bathurst showcasing the strength 
and talent of Junior Club rugby in NSW. Players came from all of over NSW and all 
had equal selection opportunities for NSWJRU State teams.  
 
NSW Juniors U15 & U17 teams travelled to Caloundra to participate in the first 
Australian Junior National titles. This involved games against QLD, ACT & Victoria 
U15s and U17s. 
 
The NSW Junior U15s were very impressive and won every game by significant 
margins. We hope this bodes well for Sydney Juniors and NSW Country in the U16 
Nationals in 2013. 
 
The Victorian U17s defeated QLD U17s. NSW U17s defeated the Victorian U17s, 
and then QLD U17s were to play the NSW U17s in the final match of the tournament. 
The QLD U17s desperately needed to win in order to reclaim some pride and they 
managed to do this in the closing minutes of an outstanding game. 
 
It was a pleasure to witness this game and the tenacity and vigour demonstrated by 
both sides. 
 
Results for 2012 
Under 15’s vs ACT (George Smith Shield): NSWJRU 
Under 15’s vs QLD (Jason Little Shield):  NSWJRU 
Under 17’s vs ACT (Stirling Mortlock Shield): NSWJRU 
Under 17’s vs QLD (Chris Latham Shield): QJRU 
 
Many thanks to coaches Bill Bell (U/15s) and James Barkell (U17s) and their 
respective coaching crews for the outstanding effort in preparing and developing the 
players. The performance of their teams, on and off the field, was commendable. 
 
This is my final year a President of NSW Junior Rugby Union and I would like to 
thank everyone for their help in making NSW Juniors the powerhouse that it is. In 
particular, to Kerry Brady, for her enduring support, and to Tony Fisher, Steve 
Watson, Gus Gutteridge, Brad King, Bruce Worboys, Mark Green, Terry Woodward 
and Taleah Neowhouse. 
 
Paul Taylor. 



 
NSWJRU Representative Managers Report  2012 

 

The Representative calendar consists of the NSWJRU State Championships held over the June long 
weekend, the U/15s Regional Tournament, the City Vs Country Day and the selection of the NSWJRU 
teams in the 15s and 17s age groups followed by the annual tournaments against ACTJRU and 
QldJRU. 

The State Championships for 2012 were once again held over a number of venues and the hosting 
clubs and volunteers are to be commended for their efforts. 

 
The results for the 2012 NSWJRU State Championships: 
U/11s Manly 14 Gordon 7 
U/12s ACT Brumbies 14 Gordon 10 
U/13s ACT Brumbies 32 Randwick 5 
U/14s ACT Brumbies 8 Gordon 5 
U/15s Warringah 19 Gordon 8 
U/16s Gordon 8 Norths 5 
U/17s Parramatta 22 Randwick 5 
 
Following the State Championships the U/15s Regional tournament was held at Grantham Oval, hosted 
by Blacktown Juniors. Northern Zone winning 20 to 19 over Western Zone in a close fought game.  
 

The Annual City Vs Country day was this year held in Bathurst at the Bathurst Bulldogs Ground on 
August 5th.  

In 2012 all Sydney teams defeated their Country counterparts with the NSWJRU teams in the 15s and 
17s age groups announced at the conclusion of the day. 

 
Interstate Games 
The first games were held at Forshaw Rugby Park in September versus ACT and the 15s and 17s were 
both successful in this annual tussle. 
The inaugural Australian Junior Rugby Union Tournament for the 17s age group was organised at a 
late stage and both the 15s and 17s travelled to Caloundra for 3 days and competed aginst interstate 
teams.  
The U/15s played 3 games in Caloundra and were victorious in all games, scoring 226 points for the 4 
games in their season with no points scored against them!  
 
The U/17s also enjoyed success in their Representative calendar but unfortunately were out muscled by 
Qld in Caloundra losing narrowly 21 to 19. 
 
However the trip to Qld was a resounding success and all the staff and players are to be congatulated 
on their performances and behaviour. 
 
At the conclusion of the AJRU tournament a merit squad for the 17s age group was selected with  8 
NSWJRU players being included.  
 
Appreciation 
 
Once again a huge vote of thanks must go to the referees, particularly to Ian Mooney and also to Ron 
Mancell and Jamie McGregor.  



Further improvement in the standard of refereeing for Representative fixtures is always an aim of 
NSWJRU and the consultation and assistance of both Ron Mancell and Ian Mooney is invaluable.  
 
In 2012 the assistance of Gary Paton and Rupert Cater with the formats and draws was very much 
appreciated whilst organisational matters were superbly handled by Kim Rea 
To Taleah Neowhouse (SJRU) and Mark Green(NSWRU) …thanks for assistance with all the other 
details re programs and advice re other issues.  
To all the Clubs and Districts who have hosted I owe a huge debt of gratitude. Visiting all the venues 
over the June long weekend is a highlight for me and to personally meet and thank those hosting is 
always a pleasurable task. 
It is to be hoped that the experience of hosting has been worthwhile for all involved and that they will 
once again put their hands up to assist!! 
 
To Charles and Paul both of whom are stepping down my very sincere thanks.  
 
I cannot stress too highly the importance of a well run representative calendar in tandem with well run 
village competitions for the good of Junior Rugby. I hope that this will continue… 
 
Kerry Brady 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




















