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Wearable fashion art by Jitsing Somboon
which visitors can wear during Bangkok Art
Biennale 2018 at Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimon
Mangkhalaram Rajwaramahawihan (Temple of
the Reclining Buddha)
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On 3 February 2018, the 1 Bangkok Art
Biennale 2018 (BAB2018) came to the
end. The event made a significant mark
at the heart of Thai contemporary art
history. During BAB2018, Bangkok, a
chaotic city, was turned into a city of
art, promoting the value of art, culture
and personnel, as well as improving
economic value of the Thai tourism
industry. In next few months, Bangkok
will be full of art activities again in the
2" Bangkok Art Biennale (BAB2020)
where international artists will come
to Thailand, during 10 October 2020
- 21 February 2021, with the theme of
‘Escape Routes’
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Thapana Sirivadhanabhakdi, President and CEO of Thai Beverage
Public Company Limited, in Bangkok Art Biennale 2018 press conference
on 19 September 2018
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During 4 months of the event, BAB2018
greatly boosted economy and tourism in
Thailand by generating a circulation of over
8,000 million baht with over 2 million visitors
including domestic and international

tourists joining the event.

After the memorable ending of the event in early 2019,
BAB2018 was considered to be a success phenomenon
for Thailand’s contemporary art community when art
works from artists all over the world were exhibited

at 20 landmarks in Bangkok, spreading blissfulness
throughout the city.

From 19 October 2018 - 3 February 2019, BAB2018
stimulated the tourism economics of Thailand with a
circulation of over 8,000 million baht and attracted more
than 2 million domestic and international visitors. The

event was supported by Thai Beverage Public Company
Limited (ThaiBev).

Prof. Dr. Apinan Poshyananda, Advisor to President
and CEO of ThaiBev and Chief Executive and Artistic
Director of Bangkok Art Biennale, stated “The promotion
of arts and culture is one of the company most important
missions which will share Thai talent to the world and
invite foreign tourists to visit Thailand. Bangkok Art
Biennale is one of the significant events for Thailand's
contemporary art history and community. The event
has been well embraced by public, artists and art
enthusiast tourists around the world. During 4 months
of the event, BAB2018 greatly boosted economy and
tourism in Thailand by generating a circulation of over
8,000 million baht with over 2 million visitors including
domestic and international tourists joining the event."
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Massive Installation art Across the Universe and Beyond by
Sanitas Pradittasnee which published in BBC’s article

In July 2019, The BBC NEWS (UK) ranked Bangkok as the
top five most creative cities in the world. It’s a pleasure
for Thai people that Bangkok, a city often notorious for its
traffic congestion, was enlisted by the BBC and BAB2018,
was also a highlighted art festival mentioned in the article.

The BBC’s article also published photos of massive
installation Across the Universe and Beyond by
Sanitas Pradittasnee and Graffiti art of Alex Face’s
(Patcharapol Tangruen), both are BAB2018 artists.
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Pharrell  Williams while visiting BAB2018 with Prof. Dr. Apinan
Poshyananda, CEO and Artistic Director of Bangkok Art Biennale
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Launching the second edition, Bangkok Art
Biennale aims to develop its standpoint
with the theme 'Escape Routes' which
will lead the art to be more intense,
provocative, and criticizing. In the grave
new world that we live in, cracks are
appearing everywhere; subverted by
whether the nature or humans themselves.
Millions of people wake up to realise that
they are facing unescapable situations
trapped in dilemma. Our dream of utopia
is running on empty. The fantasy paradise
in the Land of Plenty where wine, milk and
honey flowed as people partied, sunbathed
and slept around, an escape from earthly
suffering, has turned bitter and sour. Yet,
technology has developed miraculously to
the point that miracles seem normal.
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Prof. Dr. Apinan Poshyananda, CEO and Artistic Director
of Bangkok Art Biennale
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"The quest for immortality, eternal
happiness and superhuman powers
often make us forget how miniscule we
are on this planet.”

Prof. Dr. Apinan Poshyanada, CEO and Artistic Director,
further states meaning in pursuing happiness through the
art. “For the 2™ Bangkok Art Biennale in 2020, we would
like to make use of art to search for ways out of this
cataclysm. Regardless of nationality, artists may as well
face the same situations as same as everyone. Despite
pessimistic and depressing conditions, artists navigate
through labyrinthian paths that are full of obstacles. In
one way or another, their escape routes make us aware
of the paths of sufficiency, sustainability and inclusivity.
A desire for a better humankind and caring for the earth.
The artists will reflect on issues such as environmental
detriment, pollution, social malaise, gender, diaspora and
political differences. Moreover, they will offer art practtice
as mind escapism where meditation, contemplation,
ritualism, healing and performance become the essence
of hope and optimism.”

The second edition of Bangkok Art Biennale will be held
from 10 October 2020 till 21 February 2021 at various
venues in Bangkok such as Wat Arun Ratchawararam
Ratchawaramahawihan (Temple of Dawn), Wat Phra
Chetuphon Wimon Mangkhalaram Rajwaramahawihan
(Temple of the Reclining Buddha), Wat Prayurawongsawat
Worawihan (Temple of Iron Fences), BAB BOX @ One
Bangkok, Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, and leading
department stores.

Open Call for artists is already launched. The programme
aims to offer an opportunity to all artists around the world to
be part of Bangkok Art Biennale and exhibit their art pieces
in the international stage. The submission is opening
from 23 August - 25 December 2019.

For more information: www.bkkartbiennale.com

Turn to the next page to see full description of Bangkok Art
Biennale 2020 core concept the 'Escape Routes'
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About BAB 2020: Escape Routes

Bangkok Art Biennale 2020

escape routes

Prof. Dr. Apinan Poshyanada
CEO and Artistic Director of Bangkok Art Biennale

In the grave new world that we live in, cracks are appearing everywhere. Trade wars, cyber attacks, waves of
migration, unresolved territorial disputes, racism and terrorism are incredibly disruptive. There is not much peace
and joy as we look around the world. With China’s Road and Belt expansion and US go-it-alone approach of “Let’s
make America great again,” the world awaits inevitable collision. Graham Allison’s book "Destined for War: Can

America and China Escape Thucydides’s Trap?" unravels doom and gloom in the near future.

Our dream of utopia is running on empty. The fantasy paradise in the Land of Plenty where wine, milk and honey
flowed as people partied, sunbathed and slept around, an escape from earthly suffering, has turned bitter and
sour. Yet, technology has developed miraculously to the point that miracles seem normal. We obtain super abilities
to transform our own bodies beyond recognition through plastic surgery and artificial intelligence. We move and
communicate across distances with high speed; escape old age and extend life expectancy through
nanotechnology and stem cells. The quest for immortality, eternal happiness and superhuman powers often make

us forget how miniscule we are on this planet.

Trapped together in our own mess, we blame one another and search for a way out. Inescapably entwined we are
entangled with others even when we cannot track or directly perceive this entanglement. Culture of fear has driven
us to be afraid of our enemies who were once our friends, relatives and neighbors. However, we face a much more
serious danger and threat due to drastic climate change and earth warming that is moving closer to the brink of a
broad disaster. Deluge, drought, tsunami, earthquake, PM 2.5 along with epidemic and sickness are destroying

mankind.

For Bangkok Art Biennale (BAB2020), 'Escape Routes' is the theme that will challenge many pressing issues. Based
on the current predicament, artists will reflect and search for ways out of this cataclysm. Despite pessimistic and
depressing conditions, artists navigate through labyrinthian paths that are full of obstacles. In one way or another,
their escape routes make us aware of the paths of sufficiency, sustainability and inclusivity. A desire for a better
humankind and caring for the earth. The artists will reflect on issues such as environmental detriment, pollution,
social malaise, gender, diaspora and political differences. Moreover, they will offer art practice as mind escapism

where meditation, contemplation, ritualism, healing and performance become the essence of hope and optimism.



BAB 2020 Artistic Director, Curators and Art Manager

Artistic Director

Prof. Dr. Apinan Poshyananda
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Prof. Dr. Apinan Poshyananda received his bachelor and master degree in Fine Arts from Edinburgh University and Ph.D. in History of Art from
Cornell University. Poshyananda served as Director-General, Office of Contemporary Art and Culture, Director-General of Cultural Promotion
Department and, the Permanent Secretary and Acting Minister, Ministry of Culture (Thailand) when he was to commission and curate the first
Thai Pavilion at 50th Venice Biennale. He has curated and directed international art exhibitions including Contemporary Art from Asia:
Traditions/Tensions (1996, Grey Art Gallery, Queen Museum of Art, and Asia Society Galleries, New York); Traces of Siamese Smile: Art + Faith
+ Politic + Love (2008, Bangkok Art and Culture Centre), Thailand Eye (2015, Saatchi Gallery, London and BACC]). He is a committee member of
the Asian Cultural Council, New York; Solomon Guggenheim Museum, New York; Board of National Gallery, Singapore; Board of Foundation of
BACC; and Advisor to President and CEO, Thai Beverage Plc.
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Asst. Prof. Wutigorn Kongka holds his bachelor and master degree in Fine Arts from Silpakorn University. With 20 years experience in art industry,
Kongka processes a robust knowledge and diverse experiences in fine art in almost every aspect - in practice, theory and history. He has shown
the credibility in the field of contemporary art. He was invited to be a committee Young Thai Artist Award by SCG foundation and Early Year
Project by Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, a group-head operation of Traces of Siamese Smile exhibition. In 2018, he was an Art Manager of
the 15t Bangkok Art Biennale (BAB) overseeing all processes of production and installation. Moreover, he contributed to the training programme
for young talent to join with the BAB called ‘Dek BAB’ (BAB Kid). Kongka is an artist and lecturer, a prolific art academic, at the Fine
Arts Department, Faculty of Architecture, King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang.

Ong Puay Khim
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Ong Puay Khim is an independent curator based in Singapore. Until recently, she was Deputy Director, Curatorial Programmes at NTU Centre
for Contemporary Art Singapore. At the Centre, she co-curated solo exhibitions of internationally acclaimed artists Tarek Atoui, Amar Kanwar,
and Yang Fudong, as well as research exhibitions Trees of Life - Knowledge in Material (2018); Ghosts and Spectres - Shadows of History (2017);
and Incomplete Urbanism: Attempts of Critical Spatial Practice (2016). Previously, Ong held curatorial positions at the Institute of Contemporary
Arts Singapore, LASALLE and Osage Gallery, Hong Kong. She was also curator of the Southeast Asia Platform at Art Stage Singapore in 2015.

(f‘"‘}'

photo courtesy of © Tate Photography

Dr. Sook-Kyung Lee
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Dr Sook-Kyung Lee is Senior Curator, International Art and leads the
Hyundai Tate Research Centre: Transnational at Tate Modern, UK.
She is currently curating Nam June Paik, which will premiere at Tate
Modern in October 2019 and tour in Europe, USA and Asia. She
previously headed Tate Research Centre: Asia and has held
responsibilities for the research and acquisition of art from the
Asia-Pacific region for Tate Collection. Previously, Lee was
Exhibitions & Displays Curator at Tate Liverpool and a co-curator of
Liverpool Biennial 2012. She also served as the Commissioner and
Curator of the Korean Pavilion for the 56th Venice Biennale in 2015.

Art Manager

BAB 2020 Artistic Director, Curators and Art Manager
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Dow Wasiksiri
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The work of Dow Wasiksiri, one of Thailand’s most successful and
celebrated photographer, has been recognized worldwide. His
photographs have exhibited in many leading international
museums and galleries, including The Musée du quai Branly (Paris),
Saatchi Gallery (London), The Field Museum (Chicago, USA),
The Royal Ontario Museum (Canada), Singapore Art Museum,
Hangaram Art Museum (Seoul), GoEun Museum of Photography
(Busan). In his fine art photography, Wasiksiri was also recognised
as one of the first Thai photographers to seriously explore his inner
psyche and transfer those ideas into surreal photographs. As a
son of Thai diplomat, Wasiksiri spent his childhood in different
western countries, according to where his father was posted. This
multi-cultural experience has enabled Wasiksiri to view his own
country and people with a dual insider-outsider perspective. He is
currently the president of the Royal Photographic Society of Thailand.

Asst. Prof. Kitti Sangkaew
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Asst. Prof. Kitti Sangkaew holds his MFA from the King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang. As an artist, he is recipient of many awards
such as the Silver Medal from Exhibition of Contemporary Art by Young Artists. Sangkaew is often commissioned to work for many well-known
artists. For 15t Bangkok Art Biennale, he supervised the production and installation team to create Zero (2018) by EImgreen & Dragset; The
Monuments of Memory, the Golden Room (2018) by Paolo Canevari; LostDog (2018) by Auréle Ricard. In 58th Venice Biennale, the Office of
Contemporary Art and Culture, Ministry of Culture (Thailand) tapped on Sangkaew to lead production and installation crews to work on-site for
all art pieces presenting in Thai Pavilion. Recently, He also reproduced the art work of Montien Boonma, one of the legendary Thai artists of all
time, at RIFTS: Thai Contemporary Artistic Practices in Transition 1980s-2000s (2019) exhibition. Sangkaew is now teaching at the Department of
Fine Art, Faculty of Architecture, King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang.
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First Line Up 16 Artists
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BAB 2020 First Announcement of Artists

Bangkok Art Biennale
proudly presents
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All 75 artists in BAB 2020 will be announced in May 2020
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Download application form at:

www.bkkartbiennale.com/open-call-bab2020-application
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Performance Artist and President of Marina

Abramovic'Institute (MAI)
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Nanjo Fumio .

Director of Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan
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Alexandra Munroe . .
Senior Curator of Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum () Deadline o
and Foundation, New York, USA ° 25 December 2019
[
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David Stuart Elliott

Vice-Director and Senior Curator of RMCA,

Guangzhou, China \ / Tha I Bev
TCEB

THAILAND CONVENTION
& EXHIBITION BUREAU

ONE BANGKOK



Across the Universe and Beyond, 2018
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Installation art by Sanitas Pradittasnee
exhibited during Bangkok Art Biennale
2018 at Wat Arun Ratchawararam
Ratchawaramahawihan (Temple of Dawn)



