
 
 

2SLGBTQ+ Acronym 
What does it mean? 

 
 

 Two-Spirit (2S or 2 Spirit): An important term within some 
Indigenous cultures and for some Indigenous people, 
meaning a person with both a feminine and a masculine 
spirit living in the same body. This is often used to describe 
sexual orientation, gender identity and/or spiritual 
identity. 

 

 L – Lesbian: A person who identifies as a woman who is 
physically, sexually, romantically and/or emotionally 
attracted to other women and identifies as lesbian. 

 
 G – Gay: A person who identifies as a man who is 

physically, sexually, romantically and/or emotionally 
attracted to other men and identifies as gay. 

 
 B – Bisexual/Bi: A person who is physically, sexually, 

romantically and/or emotionally attracted to people of 
their own and other genders and identifies as bisexual (bi.) 

 
 T – Transgender/Trans: A term often used by people 

whose gender identity differs from the sex they were 
assigned at birth. 

 
 Q – Queer: A broad term that includes all sexual 

orientations and gender identities within the 2SLGBTQ+ 



 
 

community, including those who don’t identify with any 
other identity in the 2SLGBTQ+ acronym. 

 
 Q – Questioning: Some people may feel unsure about 

their sexual orientation and/or gender identity and 
describe themselves as questioning. 

 
+ (Plus): A way to include additional sexual orientations and 
gender identities under the 2SLGBTQ+ umbrella, including the 
terms listed below. 
 
 Agender: A person who doesn’t identify with any gender 

or identifies as being genderless. 
 
 Asexual (Ace): A person who doesn’t experience or rarely 

experiences physical attraction to other people but may be 
emotionally attracted to others. 

 
 Androgynous (Androgyne): A person whose gender 

expression (e.g., clothing, hairstyle, etc.) doesn’t fall into 
the gender binary, or falls somewhere in between 
masculine and feminine. 

 
 Cisgender: A person whose gender identity and gender 

expression match the sex they were assigned at birth. 
 
 Demisexual: A person who experiences sexual attraction 

typically only after developing a deep and emotional 
connection with someone. 



 
 

 
 Gender Fluid: A person whose gender identity and gender 

expression are not static and can shift with time and/or 
circumstance. 

 
 Genderqueer: A person who identifies as neither, both or 

a mix of man and woman. Individuals who identify as 
genderqueer may or may not also identify as trans. 

 
 Gender Nonconforming: One who expresses gender 

outside traditional norms associated with masculinity or 
femininity. 

 
 Gray Asexual: A person who may identify strongly with 

asexuality but doesn’t feel like it’s the correct word for 
them. This may include feeling sexual attraction 
infrequently and/or with no desire to act on it, confusing 
or ambiguous feelings of sexual attraction or not feeling 
connected to the concept of sexual attraction. 

 
 Intersex: When a person is born with both male and 

female sex organs or other sexual characteristics. Some 
intersex individuals are assigned a sex at birth that they’re 
raised as, which may or may not fit with how they view 
their gender identity. 

 
 Non-Binary: A person who doesn’t accept a society that 

only acknowledges the gender binary of man and woman 
and defines their gender outside of those norms. People 



 
 

who are non-binary may identify as having no gender, feel 
in between genders or have a gender that’s not always the 
same. Individuals who identify as non-binary may or may 
not also identify as trans. 

 
 Pansexual (Pan): A person who experiences sexual, 

romantic, physical, emotional and/or spiritual attraction to 
people regardless of gender identity. 


