
 

Sub: Proposal for Yamuna River Front development Zone ‘O’. 

Hon’ble LG, Delhi has shown keen interest in the environmental developmental of River front of 

Delhi and under his able guidance and chairmanship, the proposal for integrated biodiversity 

development with recreational facilities to the Capital of India is being worked out. 

The river front development provides a unique opportunity for developing a strong city image 

along with providing an opportunity to scientifically design systems for recharging ground water 

from the only large natural resource of the city. An environmentally conscious approach for 

integration of the river into the urban fabric development has been devised. There has been a 

appropriate consideration of the natural potential of the land for developing into a biodiversity 

zone for conserving the natural heritage of the river basin as well as the local and transient 

requirements of facilities at the city level, like large level city greens of varying nature along 

with some recreational facilities. 

  

Broad Urban Design and Landscape Guidelines followed are: 

 Conservation of Natural areas like swamps, marshes and special aggregation of flora 

and fauna through the Designed Biodiversity Zones. 

 Varying Hierarchy of City Level Greens to be developed along with City level 

recreational facilities. 

 Renewal/ Modification of certain Existing Uses to improve their impact on the 

surrounding environment. 

 Organic farming or Agriculture to be proposed in a limited way. 



 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Delhi Master Plan 2021 the total area of 9700 

hectare on the banks of the river Yamuna, while it is flowing through the Union Territory of 

Delhi, i.e. the O-Zone as designated by the MPD, is proposed to be developed as a biodiversity 

park. 

 



 

Constraints: The area under reference has a certain amount of existing functions which are 

treated as constraints. These includes  

 The fact that the area on both the banks is prone to flooding and therefore the 

development on both sides will, in no way, attempt to negate the same. 

 Certain uses are already into operation and for logistical reasons are being considered as 

facilities that would not be shifted/vacated. 

 A large area of the river bed is under cultivation and the same would have to be 

examined. 

 The unauthorized colonies, although not conducive with the proposal, would have to be 

treated as per policy. 

 The flood related information has become the basis of delineation of location of proposed 

activities. 

 The title of land ownership, within the o-zone, has to be sorted out with the adjacent 

states.  

 

 

 

 

 



Principal of Biodiversity Design 

The given zone, as divided between the existing bridges has been analysed for existing pocket of 

high biodiversity potentials. After locating the said potentials, the land is carved out as core 

biodiversity area, the buffer zone and the transitional zone  

a)  The core biodiversity area would be substantial pockets of undisturbed land that would be 

developed from the biodiversity view point. These would be the core centres where 

biodiversity experts would help creating various kinds of diversity and would generate the 

required effect on the plant and animal population. There would be supervisional interface of 

public in these core areas, mostly for educational purposes. Within this zone the biodiversity 

experts would plan the areas technically for the best achievable effect of a natural ecosystem. 

b) The buffer zone areas would be designed as a “lower” biodiversity rich layer where the 

interaction between the public and nature would be less controlled and thus the facilities 

provided would match accordingly. These would be areas where the action of the 

biodiversity experts on the plant & animal would be seen indirectly. Yet the indicators would 

govern the general policy of the use of these greens.  

c) The transitional zone would be the final and active interface of the biodiversity parks with 

the general public of Delhi. These would primarily consist of active recreational facilities 

that would go hand in hand with passive recreation. They would house open facilities like 

playgrounds, theme parks and would be treated as active public open spaces that are much 

required for the city. 

 

 

d) Connecting all these three zones will be a green linkages system that would meander through 

all as mesh. (i) It would act as a very important factor of linking all the bio-diverse pockets 

with each other, thus maintaining the continuity of biodiversity. This is a very important 

factor for the health of bio-diverse areas.  



This linkage would serve two basic purposes.  (ii)The green link would also house certain 

much required facilities for the human interaction like parking, entrances to the various 

biodiversity zones, information centres and other facilities.  

e) A major component of the development would be the river front “walk”. This is the most 

important component of the total project from the public point of view, as the public would 

approach, view and get introduced to the river through this walk spaces. This “walk”, if 

made possible, can be treated as the showcase of the city for the river which, would 

hopefully be clean and retain its original glorious importance rather than a seware that it has 

become over the period of time. 

 

 

The time taken for the project is subjected to a number of factors which are inter authoritative. 

Yet if the project is governed by the proposed apex group then the first phase of the project may 

be completed in five years time. 

Hon’ble L G has already approved the Structure Plan and the broad concept conceived as per his 

guideline. The plan per say has also got a go-ahead from the Technical Advisory Group for the 

report to be presented to Hon’ble Prime Minister of India. 

Please post your comments to either of the following mail ids. 

savitadirlandscape@yahoo.co.in 

kalpana@anikalp.com 
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