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Message from the President

The World Maritime 
University is entering 
a pivotal phase in its 
history. During 2013, 
our 30th anniversary 
year, WMU will move 
to Tornhuset, the 
historic Old Harbour 
Master’s Building in 
the center of Malmö.

Our new home 
embodies generosity 
on an even greater 
scale than our host, 
the City of Malmö, has 
previously provided. 
Not only is the century-

old Tornhuset building a major Malmö landmark, but 
the city is supplementing this beautiful building with a 
dynamic new addition. In total, the nearly 6,000m2 will 
essentially double WMU’s current floor space. 

The new premises will offer immense opportunities 
for academic growth including a new auditorium, a 
library that will quadruple the size and capacity of our 
current space, research labs, modern teaching and 
seminar rooms, and video-conferencing facilities. The 
City of Malmö is generously providing the building 
and furnishings. Now we need your support to equip 
these facilities to the highest standard with research 
equipment, GIS, database development, and e-learning 
technology.  

Governments, companies, institutions, and philanthro-
pists are welcomed to support maritime education, 
research, and capacity building through donations to 
WMU for the new facilities. Donors will be honored 
at the Gala Opening of the complex and will be 
recognized permanently through our facility-naming 
program. 

For more information about how you can contribute, or 
for a more detailed portfolio of donor choices, please 
phone +46-(0)40-356300 or contact our dedicated 
email address wmu2013@wmu.se. 

A number of international donors have already 
committed their support to the growth of WMU. Join us 
as we make today’s possibilities in maritime education 
the reality of tomorrow.

Björn Kjerfve
President

Invest in global maritime education for the future

In 2013, WMU celebrated its 30th anniversary and rang in a new era in postgraduate maritime education, research, outreach, 
and capacity building. Thanks to the generosity of the City of Malmö, at the close of 2014, WMU will move into a nearly 6,000m2  

multi-purpose academic complex providing our students, faculty, researchers, staff, and visitors the opportunity to work and learn 
in state-of-the-art facilities. The move will allow our M.Sc. and Ph.D. programs to grow alongside our Professional Development 
Course portfolio and will enable WMU to host international conferences substantially expanding our service to the global maritime 
community. 

As the one truly international educational organization for the maritime community, operating under the auspices of the International 
Maritime Organization, WMU’s aim is to be the pinnacle of global excellence in postgraduate maritime education and research 
expanding the boundaries of our maritime expertise. To make this goal a reality WMU depends on attracting the best students, 
faculty, and administrative staff from around the world. Our new space will allow expansion of enrollment in our unique programs 
and recruitment of additional faculty members who will benefit from the highest-quality teaching and research facilities. We will also 
expand our maritime library and establish a new maritime research center providing world-class auditoria and seminar rooms for 
lectures, conferences, and Professional Development Courses. 

While the City of Malmö is generously funding the infrastructure – the building and its basic furnishings – we still need wide-ranging 
and generous support to provide state-of-the-art facilities. We aim to equip the entire building with an integrated information and 
communication technology system that embraces unified communications, broadcast media and information management systems 
for teaching, video conferencing, research, and management. Our plans also include facilities for social interaction such as our 
roof-top World Café - a 100 seat modern cafeteria and dining facility with expansive views of Malmö and across the Öresund to 
Copenhagen. 

It is the generosity of donors like you that will enable the completion of this exceptional academic environment for our world-class 
students and faculty. For more information about how you can contribute please phone +46-(0)40-356300 contact or contact us 
at wmu2013@wmu.se. We invite you to join WMU in supporting the global maritime community through this exciting expansion 
project. Together we will influence a culture of safe, secure, and environmentally friendly shipping, worldwide. 

Tornhuset

Tornhuset was built between 1908 and 
1910 as the main office for Malmö’s 
harbor administration. Designed by 
the eminent architect, Harald Boklund 
(1868 - 1924), the building was created 
to give a panoramic view of shipping in 
the Öresund and in Malmö harbor, as 
well as to provide offices for the Harbor 
Master and the Harbor Engineer.

Boklund designed other major Malmö landmarks, 
including the Apoteket Lejonet in the city’s main square, 
and the tower in Pildammsparken. Tornhuset marks the 
apogee of his development as an architect, embodying 
the Swedish National Romantic style of the early 20th 
century. Boklund was also a significant figure in the life 
of the city, serving as a member of a range of civic and 
industry associations and involved in the 1914 Baltic 
Exhibition.

WMU is proud to be offered a home in a landmark 
building that is an integral part of the Malmö skyline, that 
has played a major part in the economic development of 
the city and region and that played such a vital maritime 
role. 

Urbana Hängsel 

 
The City of Malmö sought the best possible design for 
the extension to Tornhuset through an architectural 
competition. The winning proposal, Urbana Hängsel 
(Urban Hinge), was presented by the award-winning 
Danish architect, Kim Utzon, of Kim Utzon Architects 
in collaboration with the Australian architect Tyrone 
James Cobcroft, of Terroir Architects. Both companies 
are working out of their Copenhagen offices and their 
collaborations have resulted in a number of stunning 
landmark buildings in Copenhagen and throughout the 
Öresund region.

The architects’ approach to the extension was centered 
on the concept of the building as an “urban hinge” 
linking the historic city center to the Malmö docklands. 
The “hinge” quality explored in the initial design was 
then further developed on the basis of views and light 
access. The cladding of the building is coated sheet 
metal, a traditional material in Swedish architecture.

The interior of the building is organized into two parts 
– a stack of floors with classroom and research spaces 
followed by a void between the new and the old building. 
The floorplan at each level is set 
back as it rises from the street 
opening the interior to the sky 
and bathing the space in the the 
striking Scandinavian light of 
southern Sweden. 

Tyrone James Cobcroft, Chairman of the City of Malmö Executive Board Ilmar 
Reepalu, Björn Kjerfve and Kim Utzon, at the unveiling of the successful design on 
7 November 2011

Above: Computer rendering of the atrium space between the old and new building
Opposite: WMU Chancellor E.E. Mitropoulos, Chairman of the City of Malmö 
Executive Board Ilmar Reepalu, PEAB Region Manager Ola Ohlsson, IMO 
Secretary-General Koji Sekimizu, Architect Kim Utzon, and WMU President Dr. 
Björn Kjerfve at the ceremonial bricklaying for the new building 7 May 2012
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Naming and Endowment Opportunities

WMU is seeking benefactors – governments, companies, institutions and philanthropists – to support the University’s 
expansion by endowing named facilities in the new university premises. Endowing these spaces will provide a tangible 
contribution to the long-term future of WMU and make the names of benefactors known to generations of students. 

Main Auditorium 
The 200-seat main auditorium will be the centerpiece of the new building and offers a unique naming opportunity. 
Equipped with state-of-the-art technology it will be an essential teaching facility as well as the venue for hosting 
major international conferences.
 
Maritime Library 
eLibrary 
The Library is the intellectual heart of WMU and is one of the world’s largest collections of maritime books and 
journals. The new library will have ample space for expansion as well as study areas for students and visiting 
researchers. A new eLibrary will complement physical books and journals, offering a unified searching and browsing 
interface for thousands of maritime books and journals.
 
Research Facilities 
WMU’s goal is to be the world-class center of excellence for maritime research. The new building provides the 
opportunity to support our fast-growing research programs and will include a lab for maritime safety/casualty 
simulation, a GIS lab for shipping, and an oceans and coastal research lab. 
 
Seminar/Conference/Teaching Rooms      
The new premises will provide outstanding seminar, conference, and teaching spaces for WMU’s core educational 
mission. The facilities will be equipped with cutting-edge information and communications technology including 
video conferencing and the option of remote access that will enable WMU to open its virtual doors to the maritime 
community worldwide.

Maritime Science on a Sphere  
The new WMU premises offer the opportunity to embark on a venture closely linked to our core educational mission 
by providing a marine environmental education program for local schools, colleges, and visitors. WMU will team 
up with the United States’ National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to provide a visualization tool 
known as Science on a Sphere. This room-sized, global display system uses the latest technology to display 
oceanographic and environmental data onto a two-meter animated globe.

A number of donors have already committed to sponsorship opportunities in the new building. Current details of the 
campaign can be found on our website, www.wmu.se under the Development heading.


