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A message from the General Manager
Hello all,
I hope you and your family
are well!
As we move toward getting
to enjoy more things, I want
to take a moment and thank

the community and our staff.
During this event, our food
and beverage staff turned our
country club into an outstanding curbside restaurant. Not
only did they maintain busi-

June 2020 Bear Tracks cover photo by
Toshimi Kristof
661-831-6299
661-831-7788

Fax 661-831-8299
License #486992

R&J Doormaster Sales, Inc.
Monique – Bear Valley Resident

1901 South Chester Ave. • Bakersfield, CA 93304
Email – doormastersls@att.net

ness, they sold more food in a
month at curbside than usual.
The membership and the
staff deserve a big thank you
for making this happen. Not
only did our membership go
out of their way to support our
amenity, they did it generously. This put our staff members
in a great position, and allowed us to keep our kitchen
and front of the house working.
As we begin to open, we can
do so with employees already
here and ready to go. Moving
forward, I am excited so see
this valley rise to the occasion
again and come together to get
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back to enjoying the valley.
-Wes

Steve Bardin
G E N E R A L

C O N T R A C T O R

YOUR LOCAL EXPERT IN
ALL HOME REPAIRS
Bonded & Insured • State Lic. #890151

818-309-3329
Stevebardin@yahoo.com

Office: 661-821-0261
Mobile: 818-585-6849
Bear Valley Springs
Resident
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If you have any questions about what the current conditions may mean for
the future sale of your home or land, and/or are in need of grocery/pharmacy
delivery, please feel free to call me. Praying for & thankful for our wonderful
community! We’re in this together, and will get through this together!
–Theresa
#WWG1WGA
MY LISTINGS SELL! Call me today for a free market analysis on
your home or ranch property.
WEST GOLDEN HILLS BEAUTY! Approx 1883 sq ft 3B/2B on
just a 1/4 acre. Split wing. Formal living rm. Kitchen with eat
in dining. Family Rm features cathedral style ceilings, brick fireplace. Central HVAC. Enclosed
backyard patio. Landscaped.
Extra parking. Pretty southern
views. Conveniently located in
West Golden Hills. $317,000

NEW LISTING!

HOMESTEADER RANCHETTE! Approx
1400sf 3B/2B on over an acre of level
usable land. Completely rebuilt from the
studs up. Gorgeous granite tops through
out. Luxury vinyl flooring. Bright and
Beautiful Kitchen! Spacious living rm.
New HVAC. Detached workshop. Private
well. Additional storage building. Apple
trees. Room for horses, small orchard,
garden. Excellent location for commuters. Super find! Move fast! $398,000

NEW LISTING!

661

205-4088
Cal BRE #01281667

Theresa Mann
Voted Tehachapi’s BEST & FAVORITE
Realtor 2016, 2017,2018 & 2019!

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Serving Tehachapi & the Surrounding Area for Over 30 Years

VA, FHA
Conventional
Reverse Mortgage
203K, HomePath
USDA/RD
HARP

• Friendly Professional Service
• Competitive Rates
• Experienced Lender

661-823-4900

Jodi McCann
MORTGAGE BROKER

JODI@LENDER2.COM • FAX: 823-4902
20437 Brian Way, Unit G • Tehachapi, CA 93561
NMLS #232272 • DRE #01187570

Lic. # 493593 ~ info@NolanElectric.com
Mike Nolan Bear Valley Resident
Goldfish Publications, LLC

$880,000
$270,000

Stay SAFE Bear Valley!

Agents are Bear Valley Springs Property Owners
and Residents.

SPECIAL OFFERS:
• Free initial consultation
• New clients get first year tax returns for 25% off of prior
year professional prep fee

OVER 40 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE
“Power to Perform”

CV
FVR

23951 TIMBERLINE. Completely renovated, inside and out, this 3
bedroom, 2 bath home has a separate office, spacious family room,
open kitchen and separate breakfast
room overlooking the lakes and Valley floor! Spectacular views from the
large, wrap around decking, over 2.75 acres offers plenty of room for horses,
RV parking and is fully fenced-- this home is move-in ready! Lower level
includes bonus room with 3/4 bath, as well as workshop and walk-in storage
area -- Over 1900 square feet, priced to sell at $395,000 Call for more info
and an appointment to see!

Individual Tax Returns
Business Tax Returns
Tax Planning
IRS/FTB Issue Resolution

CALL, EMAIL, MESSAGE OR VISIT US ON THE WEB TODAY!
email: john@jbpcpa.com web: www.jbpcpa.com

CALL US IF YOU NEED
TO BUY OR SELL!

NEW LISTING!

JOHN B. PILLATSCH, CPA

Seasonal Pruning • Shaping • Crowning
Ornamental & Artistic Pruning • Thinning
Weight Reduction • Tree Removal
Hazard Tree Removal • Stump Grinding

As an essential business,
we are working with
buyers & sellers during
this challenging time to
keep everyone safe and
healthy with sanitizing
protocols in place

NMLS #232272 Licensed by the Department of Real Estate #01187570. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Welcome back Bear Valley
by Jim Panek

BVSA Board Director

We send our heartfelt condolences to those families
that have been affected by the
COVID-19 virus. We pray for
everyone’s continued health
and safety here and all over.
We are in very different and
trying times, not only with
BVS, but also with the entire
world. BVS stands together,
but also alone. Our residents
have shown each other compassion and helpfulness, coming to each other’s aid, running
errands, picking up prescriptions, and an assortment of
other tasks. You have shown
responsibility and patience, in
a world of so many unknowns.
We applaud you, the members
of Bear Valley Springs, for truly being good, kind and caring
people.
We stand alone as a community, in the fact that both the
Federal and State government’s
have neglected us, the membership, to receive any assistance
with respect to keeping our
loyal employees paid during
this social distancing and lockdown period. They have not
offered any type of help with
financial assistance, so we, the
membership, are the ones that
carried the costs directly. As a
Home Owners Association, we
didn’t fall or fit into any of the
assistance and relief categories,
as we are owned by our membership. We don’t qualify as an
employer with respect to the
payroll protection program, as
both the Federal and State feel
we are an independent community, able to sustain ourselves.
As a board we have been
continuing to meet, discuss the
issues, and look for answers. As
we move forward, it is difficult
to make a decision with respect
to this situation, if we move in
any one direction; it may be
perceived to be wrong and only
time and accurate information
4

will tell. The information and
data, the wearing of masks vs.
not wearing a mask, who carries the virus and who doesn’t,
who is high risk and who isn’t.
All of this, including the actual Covid-19 virus, continues to
change almost daily, but what
does not change is the fact that
we could not sustain our community without some portion
or all of our amenities reopening. We could not continue to
sustain this community without assistance from the Federal and State government if we
stayed in lockdown. We are
alone, left to take care of ourselves.
To this point, our community has been responsible and
thoughtful of others. For the
most part, our members limited or stopped their guests
from coming in and out of our
community. Our members respected the social distancing
guidelines and protocols; our
loyal employees became creative and adaptive to the situation and were able to serve our
community while maintaining
some protocol for the health
and safety of themselves and
the community. Unfortunately the truth is, we as a community and without financial
support, are not able to financially maintain this course of
action. We needed to become
adaptive and creative, and get
our community moving again,
while implementing safety procedures.
The management developed
a smart, prudent and as safe
as possible plan, to re-open
the Mulligan Room patio and
pool areas, as well as Whiting
Center with limited access and
with safety protocols. Our children’s sports leagues will have a
plan to open, allowing the children to get outside and play the
sports they love. Parents will
be able to watch their children,
all with safety guidelines and
protocols in place. We have implemented the State and Fed-

eral guidelines as an outline
and added to them to meet our
communities and employees
needs. We did it with all intentions to be as safe as possible.
Each and every one of us has a
responsibility to our families,
our friends and our community, but make no mistake, it is
collective, but more importantly, an individual responsibility.
We control our own behaviors; we know our limitations,
fears and strengths. You must
exercise your own common
sense, protect yourself and your
loved ones and be respectful to
others. Humans are social people, we need a purpose, and
we need to be able to interact
with one another to maintain
our physical and psychological health. Management will
continue to evaluate and modify all services, as we progress
through the year. We will adapt
as we receive additional information and guidelines.
We ask, that if you are a
member that may have a high
risk or you just don’t feel comfortable in exposing yourself to
the unknowns, please remain
home and safe. We will do our
best to continue the take out
service and implement delivery
service for those who cannot
or don’t feel comfortable with
driving to the OTCC.
With respect to this year’s
amenity fees, which would be
due on July 1, 2020: due to the
current situation, a 90-day extension period was voted and
agreed upon by the board of
directors. The 2020-2021 annual amenity fee payment, $1620,
will be extended to October
1, 2020, to help assist with the
financial shortfall some of our
members may be experiencing.
We have also voted on keeping the payment plans with
extended service options for
those members that wish to
utilize those options.
We want to thank all our
members, the prior management and Board of Directors

for their diligence and dedication to maintaining and growing our communities reserve
fund account. If those board
members, managers, and committees had not had the foresight in years past, this financial situation would have been
much worse than we are currently experiencing.
Once again, the brave and
the selfless rose to the occasion
without regard for their own
health or safety. These people
deserve our deepest gratitude!
We, as a board of directors,
would like to thank all of the
employees who stuck in there,
with obvious risks to their own
health and safety, for serving
and continuing to serve this
great community.
To the employees of the CSD
that showed up each and every
day, thank you for staying the
course, keeping the transfer
station open, continuing to repair the water leaks in the valley and doing your best for our
community.
To the people of Bear Valley: you have gone above and
beyond for your fellow community members by shopping,
delivering and running errands
for our less mobile folks. You
are much appreciated by this
community.
To our medical professionals,
military, first responders, U.S.
Postal Service, UPS, Fed-ex,
pastors, grocery store workers,
farmers and anyone who took
the time to be there in this
time of need, in any capacity,
we thank you with all of our
hearts. You kept America moving, you kept America fed and
you provided hope, showing
everyone your selflessness and
sacrifice. This is truly a unique
and magnificent country and
community; you have proven
that over and over again!
GOD BLESS AMERICA and
GOD BLESS BEAR VALLEY!
Stay safe and healthy BVS!
Goldfish Publications, LLC

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9980333
VIEWS ARE SPECTACULAR as
is the well-maintained Custom 3
BDRM/2 BA plus an Office home!
Open floor plan with generous
sized rooms. 1 acre lot provides
lots of room for your animals.
Carol Horses too. Dog run, dog house, Melinda
Benzie
Chase horse shelter, fenced. RV parking
(661) 301-6043
(661) 301-3387 and natural gas!
$349,500
DRE #01043509
DRE #01377146
#9981387

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9980888
NICE PROPERTY all flat
to rolling on Valley floor all
4.09 ACRES Three bedroom
and two baths. 1550 square
feet. New paint inside and
out, New flooring, new stove
Jose
and range hood. Come take
Chavez
a look!
(661) 972-4334
$358,000
DRE #01969070

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

SOLD! #9981339
RANCH STYLE HOME 3
BDRM/2BA with over 2 and
half acres a 6 stall barn,
round pen turn outs, arena,
wash racks and tack room.
Updated kitchen, bathrooms
and flooring. RV carport and Jeanette
Pauer
detached 2 car garage.
(661) 238-8177
$317,000
DRE #02018694

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9980735
#9981353
THIS GEM IS NESTLED UP
LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! Custom
KING OF THE HILL oon the Valley
IN THE PINES, with views
4 BDRM/2.5 BA plus office/bonus
Floor! Relax and Enjoy this two-story
of the Sierras. Pine trees surroom. Spectacular panoramic
FOUR bedroom, 2.5 bath, approx 2508
round this beautiful propviews from every window. Open
sq.ft. mini-mansion on 11 acres!! Two
erty. Come and enjoy 1.52
concept split wing. Large living
areas of Entertainment - Living Room
Acres!
room offers vaulted ceilings, cor& Family Room w/Vaulted Wooden
$10,000
ner fireplace with pellet stove,
Jose
Kari
Larry Ceilings. AMAZING ‘forever’ views from
Barrett nearly every window, including Valley Munoz huge picture window with stun- Chavez
(661) 972-4334
(661) 972-4063 Views from the large Master Bedroom! (661) 350-3537 ning views.
DRE #01969070
DRE #01942121 $430,000
DRE #00971968 $399,500
ALPINE FOREST
BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS
BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS
#9981388

#9980866
#9977620
LOOKING FOR WONDERFUL HORSE
PROPERTY, fantastic views, and lots of
beautiful land? This 4.26 acre parcel has it
all plus a lovely almost 2900 sq. ft home.
This executive home is a one-of-a-kind
Bernie
hidden treasure not visible from the main
Connolly
road.
(661) 822-5553
$515,000
DRE #00752653

Bear Tracks

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

IMMACULATE-BEAUTIFULLY
MAINTAINED Amazing views
from every room. Granite counter
tops, stainless steel appliances and
a large pantry in an open kitchen.
Gas fireplace in the downstairs living room. Patio with jacuzzi tub and
fire pit. TRULY TURN KEY!
$389,000

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9981377
COUNTRY VIEW HOME! Wonderful
3BR/1.75BA privacy home on 1.1 acres
zoned for, and room for, Horses. Located
on the valley floor, conveniently close to
the Bear Valley Gate and set far back from
the street with beautiful landscaping and
views!
$312,500

# 9981440

GORGEOUS VIEWS Make
an offer. Seller’s say sell sell
sell. 13.16 acres of gorgeous
views. Currently listed for
less than they paid.
$13,500

#9981158
CHARMING CUSTOM HOME in the country but located close to town. Large open
kitchen with an island and dining room.
Downstairs office has tons of storage with
built in cabinets. Large over sized bonus
room! 4 large BDRM and 3 full BA. 4 car
Jeanette garage and workshop. Large driveway can
Kari
Pauer store an RV. Backyard is double fenced, built Munoz
(661) 238-8177 in fire pit and storage shed.
(661) 350-3537
DRE #02018694 $399,000
DRE #01942121

COUNTY

PERFECTLY LOCATED ON 1.22
beautiful acres close to downtown
but feels like your in the country!
This home offers upgrades throughout. 3 BDRM/2BA 2 living room
areas, 2 dining room areas and a
laundry room. Kitchen has plenty of
cabinet space, granite counter tops,
new backslash and tile floors.
$335,000
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Yellow Starthistle: The (plant) invader among us
Submitted by

BVS Community
Services District
Not from outer space, but an
alien nonetheless, the yellow
starthistle, Centaurea solstitialis, has infested over 15 million
acres in California from the
Oregon border to San Diego
County (as of 2011). According
to the Calflora Database (www.
calflora.org), Kern County has
listed more occurrence records
(5751) of Yellow Starthistle
than any other county. In BVS,
pockets of Yellow Starthistle
have been found in every area
of the valley and as high as the
upper elevations on Deertrail.
Yellow starthistle is a rapid colonizer, forming dense stands,
rapidly depleting soil moisture
and displacing native flora.
When ingested by horses, yellow starthistle causes a neurological disorder called “chewing disease” which is fatal once

symptoms develop.
“Yellow starthistle is a major consumer of groundwater,
costing the state millions of
dollars in lost water for wildlife, agriculture and municipal
uses. It can also reduce land
value and reduce access to
recreational areas.” (DiTomaso et al., 2006) (Who wants to
hike through a field of spiny
starthistle?)
Why Should I Care?
It is the responsibility of each
property owner to abate hazardous weeds (including YST)
on his/her property. (BVCSD
Ordinance 99-144) Even if you
wanted a YST garden on your
property, your neighbors, the
equestrian community and the
recreationists most probably do
not want an infestation. One
large plant can produce over
100,000 seeds. Don’t wait for
a million seeds to become airborne or ingested by birds to be
transported long distances. The

Christy Rabe GRI, CRB, C-RETS
Broker/Owner • License #01505500

Cell: 661-972-7218

C h r i s t y R a b e @ g m a i l . c o m • w w w. C h r i s t y R a b e . c o m

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY!! This
PRICED AT $405,000
turn-key home is ready for summer fun &
memories! Beautifully maintained 4BD/1.
75BA, & 2,527sqft of living space, this
home sits on 1.13 acres of horse property.
Remodeled kitchen w/ granite counters,
stainless appliances, island, range/oven &
second wall oven. Living room w/ fireplace,
Family Room/Den w/ T&G vaulted ceilings,
tile throughout, central A/C & heat, on natural gas. Vaulted covered patio, stamped concrete,
3rd vehicle carport, workshop area, room for RV, & storage galore. Graded lower lot, fenced
yard w/ shade & oak trees. MLS#9981336
YOUR MOUNTAIN OASIS AWAITS!
PRICED AT $365,000
Nestled among majestic pines, this
Bear Valley gem has 3BD/2.5BA. Dual
living spaces: living room w/ fireplace
& large family room w/ picture
windows. Inviting kitchen w/ center
island, dining room, den/study, half
bath & master suite all on main floor.
Downstairs is a mudroom, 2 bedrooms
& full bath. 2,180sqft, plus 2 bonus rooms currently used as office/den, sitting room
& wine cellar. Wrap around decking for entertaining & amazing views. 2 car garage,
RACE internet/TV, bears, birds & plenty of pine cones & fresh air. MLS#9981075

Serving the Greater Tehachapi Area
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earlier in its growth cycle it is
identified, the easier it is to remove. The tap root of a mature
plant can extend to 6 ft.
How do I Identify YST?
Seedlings are dull green
with leaves oblong to spatula
shaped, about 0.25 to 0.4 inch
long. Subsequent leaves form a
rosette, with later rosette leaves
growing to a length of 15 inches, typically deeply lobed. Generally, the upper and lower leaf
surfaces are densely covered
with stiff, thick hairs.
The mature plant is a graygreen to blue-green plant that
ranges from six inches to over
six feet tall. Stems are stiff, wiry
and single in small plants, and
openly branch near the base
or above in larger plants. The
leaves forming a rosette around
the stem are typically deeply lobed, often appear ruffled,
have toothed to wavy edges,
and usually wither by bloom.
All leaves are densely covered
with white, cottony hairs.
Flowering occurs from June
through December. Many small
and narrow, bright yellow tubular flowers cluster into a roundto-egg-shaped flower head. At
the base of each flower head
are long, stiff spines. (The foregoing description summarized
from University of California
Statewide Integrated Pest Management Program: http://ipm.
ucanr.edu) See photos in the
accompanying figure, or visit
the BVCSD office for additional
photos.

On the go making things happen!
THE FEELING OF WONDER AND
AMAZEMENT IS OVERWHELMING
when you walk into this beautiful mountain retreat! This 1728 sq ft 2 story home
has a living room with floor to ceiling brick
fireplace, an open kitchen and den/family
room downstairs. The upstairs has 2 large
bedrooms with 2 baths. The back deck
has views of the San Joaquin Valley and
the Tejon Ranch. The wildlife is amazing...
with Condors, Eagles, Deer, Elk and Bobcats,
come as regular visitors.. ! This truly is a
beautiful spot! Call for a showing of this”
Touch of Wonder’’! Priced at $287,000
MAGNIFICENT VIEWS! This mountain estate has views and privacy from every room.
Custom home with an elegant entrance! Cathedral ceilings, inviting bar and open great
room! Gourmet open kitchen, abundance
of cabinets and upgraded appliances. There
is a large covered patio inviting entertaining
friends and family!! Master bedroom on the
ground floor and a second master bedroom
upstairs with a large den/office. This home
has a whole house generator, protecting you
for SCE turn offs, there is a large detached RV
barn large enough for all your toys. Call for a
private viewing $549,000

How Do I Control the Spread
of Yellow Starthistle?

Yellow Starthistle cannot be
controlled in a single treatment or single year because of
the prodigious seed production
and the fact that seeds can remain viable for as long as 10
years. (DiTomaso et al., 2006)
The surest, most environmentally friendly way to control
Yellow Starthistle is by cutting
it off at ground level with a hoe
or shovel. It will not re-grow
from the root. If it has developed flowers, the plant should
be double-bagged and taken to
the Yellow Starthistle burn pit
located at the CSD green waste
area. Mowing is not recommended because the plant will
sprout branches and flowers below the mower level.
An infestation too large for
manual control can be sprayed
with an herbicide. The University of California Integrated Pest Management Program
recommends a strategic management plan consisting of a
combination of control options
including mechanical (e.g.,

hand pulling, tillage, mowing),
cultural (e.g., grazing, prescribed burning, revegetation),
biological (e.g., insects), and
chemical. For the private property owner, however, mechanical and chemical control appear
to be the practical and economically viable options.
On the local market today is
a clopyralid herbicide product
(“Star Thistle Killer”) that is
appropriate for both pre- and
post-emergent Yellow Starthistle control. It is available over
the counter to homeowners for
use on pastures and non-crop
areas. While it may sound costly (about $45 for 8 ounces), 1.5
teaspoons in 2 gallons of water
treats about 1000 square feet
(i.e., about $1.40/1000 sf). Other herbicides can be used, such
as glyphosate (Roundup®) or a
2,4-D mixture (Weed B Gon®),
at different plant growth stages.
Where Do I Find
More Information?
See references below or conduct
a general web search. There is a
plethora of material out there.

References

DiTomaso, J.M., G.B. Kyser, and
M.J. Pitcairn, 2006. Yellow starthistle management guide. Cal-IPC
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Available:
http://www.calflora.
org/
University of California Integrated
Pest Management Program, Agriculture & Natural Resources, accessed
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ucanr.edu/PMG/WEEDS/yellow_
starthistle.html)

EXPERIENCE MAT TERS

www.dcsrvcenter. com

Bear Tracks

Direct 303-6868

BEAR VALLEY COUNTRY REAL ESTATE

teamterrij@gmail.com

www.bvsrealty.com

ATTENTION HEADACHE SUFFERERS!
UPPER CERVICAL HEALTH CARE IS HERE IN TEHACHAPI
As seen on “Montel Williams”
“Good Morning America” and “The Doctors”
“I just wanted to thank you for relieving me of years of headaches, back
and neck pain, and misery from many
sleepless nights. After this last time in
the emergency room for headaches
and neck pain, I knew I needed to
find relief at any expense. I had a MRI,
a CAT scan, Xrays and other tests at an
astronomical cost with no relief. After
my second upper cervical correction
and with maintaining that correction, I now live without any pain. I
look forward to my visits that keep
me with this quality of life. Thank you
so very much.”
Roxanne – Bakersfield, CA

Specific Precision correction of the Upper Cervical
Spine for the release of nerve pressure.

Call for

We provide
everything but your
destination!

610 Bailey Ave., Tehachapi • 661-331-3618
Goldfish Publications, LLC

Broker Associate

It is the responsibility of each
property owner to abate hazardous weeds (including Yellow
Starthistle) on their property. If
you see Yellow Starthistle growing in the road right of way, contact the CSD office at 821-4428.
For growth along equestrian
trails, contact the BVSA at 8215537.

RV Parts,
Service, Collision
& Storage

• Portable Toilets & Sinks
• Septic Pumping
• Construction Clean-up
• Septic Certification
• Temporary Fencing
• Percolation Testing
• Septic Installations/Repairs

Terri Juergens

FREE

Consultation

Christopher C. Seeley, D.C.

Sequoia Wellness
Blair Chiropractor
20412 Brian Way,
Bldg. #4
Tehachapi
(661) 823-9355

TehachapiWellness.com
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Q&A about guest use of amenities
When do I need a guest pass?

Guest passes are NOT required if an adult member (18
and over) will be accompanying your guest(s) to an amenity.
Make sure that you have your
amenity card with you - a photo of the front of your card on
your phone is also acceptable.
Therefore, guest passes are only
necessary if your guest will be
using an amenity without a
member. Note: Guest passes for
amenities are NOT the same as
the Road Use Pass to gain entry
through the gate.
Where can I pick up
a guest pass?
Guest passes may be requested at the following locations
during their business hours:
• Association Office - Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.
- 5 p.m.
• Whiting Center - Monday
through Friday, 5:30 a.m. - 9
p.m.; Saturday 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.;
Sunday 12 - 7 p.m.

• Oak Tree Country Club Office - Monday & Tuesday, 8 a.m.
- 4 p.m.; Wednesday through
Sunday, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
You will need to present your
amenity card and sign that
you are responsible for your
guest(s). If you are unable to
pick up passes in person, requests can be made in writing
via email or fax (821-5406)
to the Association Office. The
guest pass request form can be
found on our website, www.
bvsa.org. Guest passes cannot
be requested by phone.
How many guest
passes can I receive?
A maximum of four guest
passes per property can be
outstanding at any given time
and are available for up to two
weeks at a time.
Will my guest
have to pay a fee?
Guest use fees will apply at
some amenities (swimming
pool, golf course, Whiting Cen-

ter, tennis/pickleball courts,
fishing, campgrounds, equestrian riding on trails, and shooting
range). Most guest fees are less
if you accompany your guest (in
which no guest pass is necessary) than if they are unaccompanied by a member. Additionally, if your guest will be riding
horses on the horse trails, you
and/or your guest must visit
the Equestrian Center to pay
the daily trail fee and complete
a liability form prior to riding.
If you will be accompanying a
guest to the shooting range, you
will need to bring them to the
Whiting Center prior to use of
the range to complete a short
quiz, sign the release of liability form and other acknowledgment forms as well as pay the
applicable guest fees. A complete list of guest fees is available at the association office and
in the fee schedule.
What is a grandchild pass?
The BVSA realizes that many

of our senior members only utilize the amenities when their
grandchildren come to visit.
Grandchild passes are available only at the Association
Office for up to four immediate family grandchildren who
are between the ages of 6 and
17.
The grandchild pass permits
free guest entry to the pool,
Whiting Center, and tennis
courts. A two-week grandchild
pass may be renewed once, for a
total of four weeks (28 days) per
grandchild, per calendar year.
After this time period, regular
guest fees will apply.
What if I have
more questions?
Should you have any further
questions about guest passes,
feel free to contact the staff at
the association office at 661821-5537 x222 or x211.
The rules pertaining to guest
passes can be found in the
BVSA Rules Section 307.

Safe navigation of the RFID gate benefits all users
Submitted by

Tim Melanson

Bear Valley Springs
Chief of Police

On Aug. 1, 2019, the CSD
placed into operation the new
RFID (radio frequency identification) gate for valley residents who choose a faster and
smoother way to enter the valley. The program has been a
huge success, providing quick
and easy passage for over 1,000
residents each day (nearly 2,000
on the highest-volume days).
Using a conservative figure
of 1,000 vehicles per day, our
RFID gate has provided access
to residents nearly 300,000
times to date.
Most find the RFID gate’s
operation intuitive and easy to
navigate. However, since it was
put in operation, the RFID gate
arm has been struck by residents’ vehicles 13 times, or one
out of every 23,000 vehicles. Put
another way, 99.995% of vehicles entering the RFID gate do
so without a problem.
While the gate arm is built
to break-away when struck, replacement requires two CSD

personnel to respond and repair it. We have seen damage to
the gate arm’s LED lights, broken electrical wires, and cracks
to the gates structure as a result
of these strikes. Also, closure of
the RFID lane while workers
respond and repair it creates
an inconvenience to other residents.
In examining the 13 gate
strikes since August, 2019,
we’ve noted that strikes consistently occur when two vehicles
approach the gate, the second
vehicle is following too closely,
and both vehicles are driving
more than the posted speed limit of 10 mph. The RFID reader
often cannot “see” an RFID tag
if the second vehicle is following too closely. And driving at a
higher speed than the posted 10
mph limit only compounds the
problem.
There are three “rules” for
safely going through the RFID
gate:
1. Do not tailgate. Allow two
car lengths between you and the
vehicle in front of you.
2. Drive at, or beneath, the
posted speed limit of 10 mph.
3. Proceed through the gate
only when the LED lights affixed

to the gate arm are GREEN.
Until now, the CSD has absorbed the costs of labor and repair parts when the RFID gate
has been struck, a practice that
is not sustainable, and is unfair
to those residents who opt out
of the RFID program. So, the
district is implementing a deterrent and cost recovery program
for damage to the gate. When
motorists strike the RFID gate
and are found to be following
too closely or speeding, the district will exercise its option of
issuing administrative citations

for violation of the District
Code for damage to district
property with a fine of $100 for
the first offense. The CSD will
also seek reimbursement for
damages and/or employee costs
for repair or replacement of the
gate.
Of course, our preference is
that all residents safely navigate the RFID, being mindful of
their speed and distancing, ensuring reliable and lasting use of
the gate.
Be safe!

Drapes, Blinds & Design by Charlotte

Wood Blinds • Solar Shades • Shutters • Cellular Shades
Professional Installation • Over 30 Years Experience
charlotdem@yahoo.com

661-972-6774

Custom Draperies • Residential & Commercial

FAMILIES AND HOMES ARE THE
CORNERSTONE OF A HAPPY LIFE.

Kari Munoz
661-350-3537

karimunozrealtor@gmail.com

www.realtorkari.com
Cal BRE#01942121

• Timely Installations
• Quality Workmanship
• Friendly & Professional

FRE E E ST I M AT E S !

Steve Olson

24180 Martingale Way

SOLD!

LIVING AT ITS FINEST! Custom 4 BDRM/2.5 BA plus office/bonus room. Spectacular panoramic views from every
window. Open concept split wing. Large living room offers
vaulted ceilings, corner fireplace with pellet stove, huge
picture window with stunning views. $430,000

FANTASTIC 4 BEDROOM 2.5 BATH with 2 family rooms,close
to down town and RV parking.Large low maintenance front yard
and blocked fenced backyard make this home an easy keeper.Formal dining, large laundry room and plenty of room to entertain.
Come with your decorating skills and make this home your own!
Original owners want this home to be enjoyed and hold many
memories for the next family. Come take a look and see if this is
your next home. $280,000

BEAUTIFUL 1.13 ACRE LOT with several oaks trees and breathtaking mountain views at an amazing price! Perk test on file for
potential buyers.This land is located on the valley floor in the
gated community of Bear Valley Springs. Bear valley Springs offer
2 restaurants, 2 lakes, golf course, equestrian center, community
pool, tennis courts, community center, dog park, work out room,
market, gas station, walking and riding trails. Dining and entertainment is available at the Oak Tree Country Club & Bar. $29,000

SELLING OR BUYING, CALL ME AND
LET’S TALK ABOUT YOUR NEXT MOVE!
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Updates from the Public Works Department
Submitted by

BVS Community
Services District
Roads Division

Road work on the transfer
station project is wrapping up.
As of this writing, access roads
to the green waste and manure
areas are complete.
Staff is nearly finished with
the vehicle staging area in front
of the green waste and manure
pads. Drainage improvements
have been made and asphalt
grindings have been laid down
to control dust and mud. The
new days and hours of operation were implemented on
April 6. Security cameras have
been installed and have already
proven effective in capturing
violations, both during and after operational hours.
Gate Drainage Project
Due to the COVID-19 disruptions, the closing date on
the gate drainage project was

extended but no bids were received. The district will be looking into alternate options to
complete this project.
Water Division
During the month of April,
the water crew conducted
normal operations including
sampling, sanitizing and maintaining well and pup houses,
meter reading and equipment
maintenance.
• The motor on CV5 was rebuilt and reinstalled. We ran
into a problem with a double
check valve. The rebuild kit
for that will arrive soon and
the repair will be completed by
mid-May.
• Well 36 on Deertrail has
been flushed and sampled. All
results were good, so that well
is being reintroduced to the
water system. Well 6 is awaiting testing results.
• Leaks were repaired on
Skyline (service line) and
Deertrail (main line). The fire

HOME REPAIR & MORE
DRF Construction – Local Tehachapi Resident
Lic. #B1061142

• painting
• roofing
• windows

822-8300

Transparency Certificate of Excellence awarded
to Bear Valley Community Services District
Tehachapi, CA – Bear Valley
Community Services District received the District Transparency
Certificate of Excellence by the
Special District Leadership Foundation (SDLF) in recognition of
its outstanding efforts to promote
transparency and good governance.
“This award is a testament to
Bear Valley Community Services
District’s commitment to open
government,” said, Mr. Malinen,

lic meetings, and filing financial
transactions and compensation
reports to the State Controller in a
timely manner.
SDLF is an independent,
non-profit organization formed
to promote good governance and
best practices among California’s
special districts through certification, accreditation, and other recognition programs.
Special districts are independent public agencies that deliver

core local services to communities,
such as water, wastewater treatment, fire protection, parks and
recreation, healthcare, sanitation,
mosquito abatement, ports, libraries, public cemeteries and more.
Districts are established by voters and their funding is approved
by voters to meet specific needs
through focused service. They can
be specially molded to serve large
regions or small neighborhoods
depending on the need.

Steve HumpHreyS painting

Hi, I’m Kirby

822-6754

We Accept
Credit Cards

hydrant by the dip tank was
repaired and put back into service.
• 400 water lines were located
and marked so that SCE could
move ahead with their power
pole replacement project
Wastewater
During the month of April,
the wastewater crew continued preventative maintenance
as well as standard operations.
The sewer system is currently
undergoing cleaning and televising to examine the internals
for damage (cracks, root intrusions).

1001 W. Tehachapi Blvd., A-400

General Services

Fleet and facilities continued
repairs on equipment, vehicles,
repairs at the PD and gatehouse,
repairs to mailboxes and mail
stations, and generator inspections. The Oak Flat and El Rancho mail station is on hold until
the Transfer Station reconfiguration is complete.
During the month of April,
our Transfer Station moved:
• 40 household bins
• 36 manure bins
• 30 green waste bins
• 14 recycling bins
• One bin of illegally dumped
treated wood

Serving Bear Valley
Springs Since 1987!

Monday-Thursday, 7am-6pm
Faceboook.com/The 1Garage

823-1833

Goldfish Publications, LLC

www.bvsproperties.com

DRE #00986934

CALLING ALL BVS INVESTMENT OWNERS: I have tenants waiting for quality rental homes! Call to discuss the benefits of property management.
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! Almost
3,300 s/f 3 bedroom home w/4 bathrooms.
Enter the main level into the sitting room
w/a gas stove and into spacious kitchen w/
island for your culinary creations! Your master
suite with a nice master bathroom is on also
this level. Downstairs has 2 large bedrooms
w/full bathroom. The den is ample size for
a pool table & includes another gas stove.
Beautiful views from the upstairs deck and
the private downstairs patio! 1.01 usable
acres. Prime valley floor location. $459,900

MAINTENANCE • REPAIR
DIAGNOSTICS

431 N. Green St., Ste. D

Lic. #757908

661-331-1514

PENDING!
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General Manager. “The entire district staff is to be commended for
their contributions that empower
the public with information and
facilitate engagement and oversight.”
To receive the award, a special
district must demonstrate the
completion of essential governance transparency requirements,
including conducting ethics training for all board members, properly conducting open and pub-

A PRIME 1 ACRE EQUESTRIAN PROPERTY! The pasture is fully fenced & includes two large horse shelters. Your opportunity to remodel/update your own log
cabin! 1,634 s/f 2 bedrooms w/2 bathrooms
plus an large loft. The detached garage is
approximately 600 s/f. Two completed
termite inspections. Selling (as-is) New
owners to re-build the wrap-around deck &
complete the items on the reports. Buyers
to pay for any/all additional inspections.
Cash (as-is) offer please. Asking $199,900

CONTINGENT

PARADISE RANCH! 5/3
2,403 s/f home with a 3-car
garage on 2.07 acres. On a
quiet cul-de-sac with beautiful views from the expansive
decks! A new roof. Room
for RV parking and your fourlegged friends too! If you
need 5 bedrooms this may be
your Paradise Ranch! Asking
only $364,000
3 BEDROOM & 2 1/2 BATHROOM
1,454 S/F CONTEMPORARY
MOUNTAIN HOME ON 1.13 ACRES.
A light & open floor plan. The master
suite has access to the covered back
patio w/views to the Gorman pass!
The spacious master bath includes
a jetted tub and a large stall shower.
Race internet is available for fast service! Experience the BVS wildlife and
fabulous sunsets from this exceptional property! Only $269,000

PROUDLY CELEBRATING 33 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE SERVICE FOR BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS!

Bear Tracks
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0% FINANCING

for up to 72 months

Call Brian Agnetti at 661-978-7660

www.sanjoaquintractor.com

Goldfish Publications, LLC

BVS SPECIAL INTERESTS AND ORGANIZATIONS

• BEAR VALLEY SHOOTERS Shooting Range – Hours Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Saturday & Sunday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact Mark Wood
(858) 761-2578 for more information.
• BOY SCOUT TROOP 135 – Age 11 to 18. Contact Scoutmaster Kirk Newman @
821-7011
• CERT – Training BVS residents to be prepared and ready to serve in the event of
a local disaster situation. Contact David Shaw at tehachapicert@gmail.com, 661609-8365, https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiCERT/
• CO-ED SOFTBALL – Come on out for a non-competitive pickup game of softball. It’s perfect for anyone who can’t run, throw, or catch but wants to get a little
exercise and a lot of laughs. Ages 50+ Tues. and Thurs. 3:00 pm. All Ages Sundays at
3:00 pm. Contact Lisa Burt @ 821-0850 or the_burt_family@yahoo.com
• CUB SCOUT TROOP 135 – Grades 1st through 5th grade. Contact Cub Master
Jon Read 909-268-3297.
• EMERGENCY AMATEUR RADIO TEAM – This team is made up of licensed amateur radio operators in BVS who donate their services in times of an emergency.
Weekly net check-in Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. 146.700Mhz(-) PL123.0. Contact
John Dan Mason @ (661) 203-8398
• FRIDAY NIGHT BRIDGE PARTY – Relaxed atmosphere for couples and singles
to enjoy social Bridge. Contact Carol Burdick @ 821-7213 or Elaine Williams @ 8215768
• GRIZZLIES SWIM TEAM – We swim year-round. Recreational and competitive.
Contact Debbie Papac @ 821-6541
• HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Provides an opportunity for good fellowship and encourages the residents of Bear Valley to become interested in the preservation of
this community’s historical past. Contact Judy Reynolds @ 821-7035.
• LADIES BUNCO NIGHT – The dice start rolling at 3:00 PM and ends at 6:00 PM.
We meet at the Whiting Center the second Sunday of every month. Contact the
Whiting Center 821-6641
• OAK TREE BRIDGE CLUB – Provides a friendly and relaxed atmosphere to
enjoy Duplicate Bridge. Contact Rich Kemmerer 661-342-0265 or Bob Nixon 661823-9483.
• P & J BRIDGE CLUB – Contact Chris Schaeffer @ 661-771-2373
• TRAIL TREKKERS – Enhancing club member enjoyment of existing trail system within Bear Valley. Increase knowledge in the safe long-distance. Contact Carol
Miller @ 821-8966.
• SPINNERS AND WEAVERS – Exchanging of techniques & support. Contact
Elaine Maxwell @ 821-1680 or Rona Samuels @ 821-5828.
• VOLUNTEERS IN POLICE SERVICE (VIPS) – Contact Jay Carlyn, Captain, at
661-858-4106 or Karen Rathbun, Lieutenant for brochure and information.
Bear Tracks

661-822-6959
661-979-7966
• Carpet • Hardwood
• Laminate • Vinyl
• Vinyl Planks • Tile
• Repairs
• Carpet Cleaning

for
CATS &
DOGS

110 East Tehachapi Blvd. • Tehachapi
CL #750346

The only unified soft flooring
guaranteed to lay flat forever.
FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE

SPECIALIZING IN

Residential & Commercial
PROPERTIES

Our Mission is to provide exceptionally
performing assets and increased equity for
our owners, while providing a good value
and a great place to live for our tenants.

Steve
Rhodes
CalBre 01902558

Bear Valley Springs
Resident

Call Me if You
Are Interested
in Renting
Your Home!

661-823-5400

TehachapiForRent.com
20693 Highway 202 • Tehachapi

FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE
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BVSA Recognized Clubs enjoy the benefits conveyed to them as
per the BVSA Rules, Article 18.
• BEARLY LADIES BUNCO CLUB - Provide an opportunity for good fellowship,
comradery and sharing mutual interests in enjoying Bunco! Contact Mindi Pugh at
bvsmin@sbcglobal.net
• BUCKAROOS - Promotes safe, fun western cowboy activities for kids and adults
alike. All levels of riders welcome. Contact President Jeff Kermode, @ 661-343-7503,
Arden Van Peursem, 1st VP @ (951) 315-6362, Kevin Derry, 2nd VP @ (805) 660-5050,
Cheryl Akerly, Treasurer @ 661-609-6113, Debi Geary, Secretary @ debig@att.net or
(949)291-0551
• BVS FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIAL BRIDGE CLUB - Social interaction and play on Friday nights. Carol Burdick crlbrbck@yahoo.com
• BVS SOCIAL BRIDGE CLUB - Social interaction and play. Call Ann Peyton @ 661821-0926
• BVS CYCLE CLUB - Recreational and informative. Please contact Zack Crum at bvscycleclub@gmail.com
• CARRIAGE DRIVING - Meetings are the 2nd Thursday each month at 6:00 p.m. at
the Equestrian Center Lounge. We promote safe driving, drive-and-ride outings and
good horsemanship. Contact Debbie Mayer @ (661) 238-8444
• CRAFTY LADIES - Meet at the Equestrian Center Lounge every Tuesday, 1-3 p.m.
Bring your own project and get acquainted! Contact Pat Kritlow @ 949-394-4524
• CULTURAL ARTS ASSOCIATION (CAA) - CAA provides performing arts programs
to enhance our way of life. Contact Jeanette Roye @ jeanetteroye@yahoo.com or 661972-2344.
• DEBATING SOCIETY - Present public debates on issues of interest to BVS property
owners and residents. Contact BJ Mitchell @ 821-5110
• DRESSAGE - Active in many equestrian dressage activities in the local area. Contact
Chermaine Hurtado @ 805-340-3246
• ECLECTIC BOOK CLUB - Meets the first Monday of the month at noon at the Equestrian Center Lounge. Call Kay Klinker for more information at 821-1621.
• GARDEN CLUB - The Garden Club is a resource for all Bear Valley residents who
would like to make the most of their garden. Bring your questions, lessons learned and
gardening enthusiasm to our meetings, which take place every third Friday (MarchOctober) @ Equestrian Center lounge. Dues are $7.00 Contact Clare Scotti to learn more
(928) 308-2097.
• GREENHORNS - Provides an environment for horse and rider to learn cattle-handling skills that are used in working cattle operations throughout the west. Contact
Don McLaughlin @ 909-801-9631.
• HORSEMAN’S ASSOCIATION - Promotes fellowship, equestrian activities and facilities. Supports acquisition and preservation of riding trails. Contact acting President
Peggy Bergman-Smith @ 661-331-4995 or bvsrider@sbcglobal.net.
• MAKE IT SEW - To promote the advancement of sewing and quilting skills. Robyn
Woodhouse 821-0603 or Teri Lindsey 805-304-7351.
• OAK TREE BRIDGE CLUB - Experience and enjoy the benefits the Bridge has to
offer! Rich
Kemmerer 661-342-0265 or Bob Nixon 661-823-9483.
• OAK TREE MEN’S GOLF - Meet the 2nd Tuesday every month in the Card Room at
the OTCC at 9:00 a.m. Contact Jim McCormick at (661) 821-1508
• OAK TREE WOMEN’S GOLF - Open play – Monday at 10:00; 9-hole playday –
Wednesday at 10:00; 18-hole playday – Friday at 9:30. Those interested in playing or
joining, contact the Pro Shop at 821-5144 or Diane Griffin at 821-3903 or email at
DSGriffin52@yahoo.com
• OLD GUYS POKER CLUB - Provide good fellowship, comradery, and sharing of mutual friends. Contact Bill Snow at 562-922-2661 for more information.
• PICKLE BALL - Promote Pickle Ball Play. Contact Julian Leon 661-599-0731 or
weedyleon@gmail.com
• PONY CLUB - BVSPC is part of the United States Pony Club, an organization which
promotes the development of the young English or Western rider (ages 8-25). The
Horsemasters’ branch focuses on enhancing adults’ current knowledge and skills. Con-

tact Debbie Swarens at 661-821-0968 or Jena D’Cruz at is 661-817-2173.
• RC MODELERS - Anyone interested in RC Model Aviation or Model Cars are welcome
to come join us in activities at our field and our meetings. Contact Dan Mason 661203-8398.
• SPORTSMAN’S CLUB - The club coordinates a wide variety of social, sports and
RV activities.
Contact Will Handley at 661-414-6489.
• TAILWAGGERS DOG CLUB - Contact Molley Mackin @ mollymail@rocketmail.com
• TENNIS CLUB - Contact Rick Lund, Tennis Pro @ 747-0613
• BVS VETERAN’S ASSOCIATION - Commander Martin Hernandez 805-390-2077;
Vice Commander Paul Bellinger 530-925-5438, prb001@gmail.com; Chaplain James
Carmichael 661-821 0493, jpcarmichael90717@yahoo.com.
• BVS WOMEN’S CLUB - Provides an opportunity for good fellowship among the
women of BVS. Contact Margie Underwood - 661-202-8553. Website: www.bvswomensclub.com.

FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE

BVSA RECOGNIZED CLUBS

FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE
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Goodbye to old friends

14
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To those who have been
around a long time; we all acknowledge certain things. We
know that they are wise and
resilient, and have withstood
the test of time. They have seen
trends come and go, and they
have borne witness to many important life events. Indeed, we
universally recognize the worth
and meaning of the aged. Trees,
it would seem, are similar to
people in this regard. They command a special kind of reverence that is unique only to trees.
However, ubiquitous as they
are, trees are both hard to miss
and easy to overlook, or take for
granted, because trees are everywhere.
The life and times of a tree,
I will imagine, are similar to
those of an old house with good
bones. Say, for instance, a classic Frank Lloyd Wright bungalow. Considering the classic old
home, one has only to look at the
exterior to imagine the lives that
have come and gone throughout
its existence. It is easy to imagine the multitude of conversations and emotions lived out
there; the hope, happiness, love,
loss, laughter, and sadness that
has transpired within the humble walls of any older home. Yet,
seemingly within the blink of
an eye, time passes quickly and
the inhabitants inevitably either
move on to other places, or they
live out their lives until the end
under that carefully crafted roof.
But empty houses do not remain so for long, nor does the
empty space beneath the branches of a tree. A seemingly never-ending stream of wildlife and
people inevitably pass through,
drop by or visit, enjoying the
shelter and peace beneath the
gently swaying branches, day after day, and year after year, century after century.
The majestic Valley Oak, like
the 1930s Craftsman home, has
seen lovers, children, friends,
grandchildren, and grandparents passing by, enjoying the
umbrella offered by its branches;
they linger for a time and then
inevitably, move on. Our WhitBear Tracks

ing Center oak trees have surely
witnessed the quiet grazing of
cattle and horses, nearby fences being put up, lawns and gardens planted around them, the
raising of nearby buildings and
roads, and everything else that
comes with the ever forward
movement of “progress”, such as
it is. They have brought a lot of
enjoyment and comfort to many
a Bear Valley Springs resident.
One can only imagine what
tales these silent giants would
tell if they could only speak.
One thing is certain; their centuries-long lives dwarf our brief
dance on this Earth. It is the
rare man, woman, or child who
cannot grasp the true significance and importance of the
life, times, and passing of just
such magnificent trees. And so
it is with a somber and contemplative heart that we bid “adieu”
to our glorious Whiting Center
Valley Oaks. They have unfortunately reached the end, having
succumbed to tree root fungus
and old age. And even though
they may appear to still be thriving on the outside, it is a cruel
illusion. Like all living things,
they have arrived at the inevitable end. No longer safe to walk
under, or to sit, lounge, or enjoy
a relaxing picnic beneath; they
now pose a danger to the very
people whose lives they have
quietly served and enriched
throughout centuries past.
After much ruminating and
denial, (following the professional diagnosis by a licensed
arborist), the difficult decision
was reluctantly made (due to
safety reasons), to remove these
two lovely trees that grace the
Whiting Center front lawns. In
my heart I know that they will
not be forgotten by anyone who
has ever viewed them, sat under
them, or enjoyed their shade
and lovely countenance. They
are in the truest sense, irreplaceable. But of course we will take
steps to plant new trees in their
place; trees that will be enjoyed
for generations to come, after we
are long gone and forgotten.
Before the Whiting Center

Valley Oaks are removed and
new trees are planted to replace
them, we wanted to make sure to
allow the community the opportunity to say goodbye to these
familiar “old friends”. It simply
did not seem right to have them
taken down without first allowing the good people of Bear Valley Springs the chance to take
them in one last time, and have
the opportunity to say goodbye.
These final words by the very
wise Joyce Kilmer seem the most
appropriate way to close:
I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is
prest
Against the sweet earth’s flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all

by Joe Horswell

Assistant Recreation Manager,
BVS Whiting Center

day,
And lifts her leafy arms to
pray;
A tree that may in summer
wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has
lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like
me,
But only God can make a
tree.

To advertise in Bear Tracks,
call 661-822-8101 or email
beartracks@lookuptehachapi.com
Lic. #836006

Are you thinking about remodeling your kitchen or bath? If so, we can
provide quality, semi-custom cabinetry by Showplace Wood Products.
ADD A GRANITE OR QUARTZ COUNTERTOP.

661-823-8487 by appointment only
Call for Design Consultation.
Visit us online at www.theoaksknb.com
411-B NORTH GREEN ST., TEHACHAPI
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Helping out veterans in need
Submitted by

Martin Hernandez

BVS Veterans Association
Commander

Author: George Williamson
I am writing this in recognition of my wife, Nancy Williamson.
My brother-in-law, Jim Nosek,
was an Ensign in the US Navy
during World War II. Most recently, he was located in Denver,
CO, and was in need of medical
help. After researching what
was available to help him, my
wife discovered that the earned
benefits of veterans were complicated to apply for and hard to

come by. She was surprised to
learn that the United States government does not grant benefit
services for senior care to the ill,
injured and homeless veterans
and their families automatically,
and the families must apply for
them and continually follow up
on the progress of the application. Because of the complexity
of the claims, and the red tape
that must be navigated, veterans
and their families often have to
resort to getting expert help in
obtaining the benefits the veteran earned. Not an easy task! It
was very much a hurry up and
wait situation.
So, Nancy went to work on it,
day after day, filling out appli-

Bear Valley Springs Realty
FREE INFORMATION AND FREE TRAIL MAPS
CALL 661-821-5567 FOR A GATE PASS • CAL BRE 01258330
WE’RE THE ONLY COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE OFFICE INSIDE THE GATE!

cations, document after document, call after call, all the while
Jim was still out in Colorado,
in need of getting into the VA
Hospital for treatment. Through
this arduous process, she determined it would be much easier
(and nicer!) to have her brother
moved to California, to a VA
Hospital out here, where treatment and health care would be
easier to monitor, and where
he would be close to his family. Nancy’s other brothers and
sisters came on board to help
with the new strategy, working
with the Department of Veterans Affairs to move Jim to Lancaster, CA. Between my wife
and her family, they were able
to navigate all the requirements
in order to get him relocated to

the P.W. VA Facility in Lancaster. Also, I want to give a shout
of thanks to William “Pete”
Knight, a nurse at the Home
California Lancaster, who secured and helped facilitate the
transfer.
Ahoy! Jim Nosek now looks
and feels great! He is enjoying
his new VA home in Lancaster and so far there is no talk of
“catching the next stage coach
back to Colorado.”
I am super proud of my wife,
Nancy Williamson, for her
unstoppable desire to get her
brother the help he needed. It is
not easy to navigate the requirements of the VA, but we are all
very grateful for the many benefits afforded to him and other
veterans.

BVS to hold ‘Moonlight Movies’

THE HEAT SOURCE
661-823-0117

20817 South Street • Tehachapi

SUMMER SPECIAL
May-July 2020

Single Story Chimney Sweep

$100.00

Pellet Stove Annual Service

$120.00

DON’T FORGET YOUR DRYER VENTS!
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We are planning our regular scheduled ‘Moonlight Movies’ at
Cub Lake starting July 3. You can pick up the movie list at the
Whiting Center or request that it be emailed to you (debbiep@
bvsa.org). This is something that is outside and everyone can
maintain social distance to remain safe.
Goldfish Publications, LLC

COOL SUMMER MOUNTAIN GET-AWAY. Like watching stars? Enjoy sunrises on your deck and watching wildlife? This 1.13 acre property enjoys breath-taking views and perfect privacy. The 1304 sqft. home has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
central heat and air. The kitchen has a pantry with the dining area opening to
the deck. Turn-key. One-level, attached 2-car garage. MLS# 9981126 $279,000

LU X U R I O U S
M O U N TA I N
RETREAT Away
from heat and
crowds, just one
hour from Bakersfield, you’ll
find this immaculate, 1462
sqft., 3 bedroom
home. It is comolveig hompSon
pletely updated
with granite counters in the kitchen, a large fireplace in the great room, has
central heat and air, multiple view/composite decks, a den, an attached 2-car solveig@lightspeed.net • Cal BRE #00897424
garage and enjoys 1 acre of wooded privacy. MLS# 9980872 $277,900
www.bearvalleysprings.com

BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN
RETREAT HOME Offering
stunning views of Bear Mountain. This home is perfect for
the Buyer seeking fresh clean
air and starry nights. This
home offers lots of charm and
character! Vaulted ceiling,
granite counter tops, new interior paint and carpet, wood
burning stove, wrap around
deck for viewing wildlife, relaxing and soaking up some sun! This home offers
a cozy, mountain feel and so much more! Simply a MUST SEE home! MLS
#9981322 $260,000

BUILDERS DREAM LOT! Beautiful,
oak studded lot, on the valley floor, in
Bear Valley Springs. Bear Valley Springs
is a gate-guarded 25,000 acre mountain community. Amenities include, golf
course, tennis courts, 2 lakes stock with
fish, a 47 acre equestrian center with
multiple arenas, 50 miles of dedicated
trails (also used for hiking), 3 campgrounds, gym, recreation center, Olympic size pool, country club and so much
more. Kern County Fire Department and
your own Police Department are also a
part of our community. The possibilities
are endless! MLS #9981080 $49,500

GORGEOUS
VIEWS
FROM THIS WELL
MAINTAINED HOME
PERCHED ABOVE THE
VALLEY FLOOR.
The
kitchen boasts granite
counters, knotty alder cabinets, stainless appliances,
large pantry, and tile flooring. The living room flooring is wood laminate, large brick hearth fireplace
with pellet stove insert, vaulted ceilings, & 3 large picture windows viewing the valley below. The master bath includes a large jet tub, separate
shower, private water closet, dual sinks, & big walk-in closet. Exterior features include big concrete drive with plenty of room for a large RV and relaxing covered patio in back taking in the views. MLS #9981124 $360,000

CUTE COUNTRY COTTAGE GETAWAY, GREAT VIEWS FROM LARGE
WRAP-AROUND DECKING, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, vaulted ceilings, lots of
quiet & privacy at the end of the cul-de-sac, & close to the valley floor. Located in the Bear Valley Springs Community, a 24 hour gate guarded community
that offers many amenities including golf, country club, pool, tennis courts,
horse and hiking trails, lakes, gym and so much more. Come for a visit today!
MLS #9981188 $275,000

S

PRICED 22,000 BELOW ASKING RECENT APPRAISAL. In
the heart of Bear Valley, just 5
minutes from the gate. Tucked
away on 4.3 acres, set among
mature landscaping this 2828
sqft. home is a rare find. Views
from every window and decks, it
was built by a master builder for
his family. There are 3 bedrooms,
3 baths, a study, office and exercise room. The kitchen overlooks
CHECK OUT THIS GREAT DEAL! 1.02 acre build-able lot on cul- the dining area, living area and the deck outside. The sumptuous master suite
de-sac in beautiful Bear Valley Springs. Come enjoy all that Bear Valley is on the same level. Central heat and air, and more storage than most could
fill. Detached, 2-car garage. MLS #9980881 $455,000
Springs has to offer. MLS #9981161 $5,000
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T
747-2025

Sherry SKeelS
204-0539
sherrybvsr@yahoo.com
Cal DRE #01903317

george Dome
301-8495
BVSGeorge@gmail.com
Cal BRE #01429266

marilyn Kagley
714-319-1780
Marilynbvsr@gmail.com
Cal DRE #02099030
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Is this a good time for you to rescue a dog?
Submitted by

Romelle Kemp

Tailwaggers Dog Club
Many people have realized that
now might be the time to adopt a
dog. The “Stay at Home” mandate
provides an excellent opportunity to bond with a new friend. An
animal can help reduce loneliness
and combat anxieties associated
with social isolation, he will add
structure and routine to your day,
and he will give you an excuse to
go outside to get some fresh air and
stretch your legs.
We asked local dog trainer, Michelle Clifton, what should we
know when we take on a rescued
animal? When should his training
start?
Here’s what she told us:
If you decide to rescue a dog, it
is critical that you realize that you
have to approach the responsibility
with patience and understanding.
You probably will not know his
background. Was he abandoned?
Was he abused? It may take just a

few days before he feels comfortable with your household; but on
the other hand, he may remain
anxious for weeks.
When your new dog comes to
your home, it is very important to
let him decompress. Be quiet and
relaxed in his presence; let him
get used to his new surroundings.
The training here involves establishing a routine. When will be his
customary feeding time? Where is
the place you want him to go to the
bathroom?
In the beginning kids need to
be calm and composed. When introducing a child to the dog, insist
that he does not approach the dog
– let the dog go to the child. Petting the dog on the top of the head
can be threatening to the dog, so
have the child offer his hand slowly, palm up, for the dog to sniff, and
then if the dog is relaxed, the child
can scratch him under the chin.
Wait a while before introducing
him to the other furry members
of your household. Avoid a face
to face contact for the first meeting, having them on either side of a

If you have Bark Beetle infected trees, please contact us for
a free evaluation. To date, millions of acres of forests and
billions of trees are dead and
there is no end in sight. Some
estimates predict that by 2016,
80% of the North American
forests could be gone. By removing all infected trees, you
prevent spreading the bark
beetles, infestation and protect
your healthy trees.
18
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gate works well. Once the adoptee
has settled in, taking him on walks
with your other dogs offers an excellent bonding experience.
As soon as your new family
member has acclimated, schedule
a visit to the vet’s office for a general health check-up, and inoculations and neutering, if needed.
Then, when he’s comfortable
and relaxed with your family and
the daily routine, you can start
training him. Begin with the basics
like “sit” and “stay,” using treats for
positive reinforcement. As time
goes by, you may want to enroll in

obedience or nose-work classes.
Who knows, you may have a star
on your hands!

Eagle View Optometry

“We give you a better outlook”

•
•
•
•
•
Dr. John E. Fagan
O P T O M E T R I S T

Comprehensive Eye and Vision Care
Fashion Eyewear
Contact Lenses
Glasses Made in Office
Provider for Most Insurance Plans

822-1212

20231 VALLEY BLVD., SUITE G • TEHACHAPI

Seasonal Pruning • Ornamental & Artistic Pruning
Thinning • Shaping • Crowning • Weight Reduction
Ornamental Plant Pruning • Tropical Plant Pruning

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:

• Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Tree Trimming
• Mistletoe Removal • Brush Cleaning
www.chrisostreetrimming.com

661-366-0246
chrisotree@yahoo.com
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Water lilies: A thing of beauty is a joy forever

Introducing the Pilot Plant Program to
remediate BVS lakes and watershed
Submitted by

Lake Quality Advisory
Committee (LQAC)
The levels of phosphate in the
watershed and recycled water in
Bear Valley are a concern as we
try to manage lake health. In
the March Bear Tracks article
on page 14, the Lake Quality
Advisory Committee (LQAC)
discussed “The Complex Task
of Managing Four Island Lake.”
The LQAC was established to
aid in the management of areas
that lead to the overall health
and life of our lakes. As stated in
the article, the primary factors
currently being addressed are
watershed, water quality, fishery management, recreation,
and plant life.
As part of our continuing goal
to improve water quality at 4-Island Lake, a pilot plant program
was developed. The purpose is
to establish “Riparian Borders,”
which act to intercept sediment,
nutrients, pesticides, and other
materials in surface water.

With guidance from the United States Department of Agriculture, and a listing of plants
that would do well in this area,
the pilot program focused its efforts on three lakefront residential sites. After much research,
the initial listing of possible
plants was decreased from 30
trees, shrubs, and grasses to 11,
with the listing to increase once
the research on aquatic plants
has been completed.
The idea behind the pilot
program was to establish an
onsite “nursery” to further determine which plants would
fit well in and around the lake.
However, after much discussion
between the LQAC and Brandon Haynes of IGM, it was decided to scale down the “nursery” sites to one, and proceed
with populating golf course
drainages and non-residential
shoreline areas with plants. The
majority of shrubs to be planted
in the near-term are Baltic Rush,
Western Goldenrod, Great Valley Gumweed, and Narrow-leaf

WE ARE OPEN!

M/W/Th/Fri/Sat, 8:00am-4:30pm • Closed Tuesday and Sunday
ALL Pet Supplies on Clearance!
In Stock
Material

Installation
Referrals
YOUR ULTIMATE POST & RAIL SUPPLIER
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Submitted by

Fiona Nelson

Lake Quality Advisory
Committee (LQAC) member

Great Valley Gumweed

Milkweed. Some of you may
recognize these plants as they
already grow here in our valley.
They have the special qualities
of binding or capturing excess
nutrients as they grow, so that
the lake does not become overwhelmed with algae growth
(algal bloom) due to excess
phosphorous and nitrates in the
runoff water. In addition, these
plants grow well in our soil and
climate and provide additional
habitat for animals and insects,
such as butterflies and bees.
The near-term planting locations are at both sides of the
dam, drainage ditch along the
8th fairway leading to the pond
at the 7th hole, the southeast
side of Four Island Lake at the
7th tee, Jamaica Dunes drainage into Four Island Lake, and
the drainage from the golf
course maintenance facility. As
we begin to plant, we are going
to ask you to be careful not to
disrupt the planting. We hope
to use these areas to propagate
additional plants for new areas.

Baltic Rush

Western Goldenrod

Planting began in the early part
of May; however, this is only
the initial phase. Based on the
results, it is expected that more
plants will eventually be added.
It is a long term project that will
be ongoing for a few years. We
will be asking for volunteers to
help in this project and to invest
in our valley’s future.

EXPERIENCE
PAYS!
CALL

Auto • Life
Marty Pay Home • Business
MBA, CLU, LUTC-F

Lic. #0450966
http://www.farmersagent.com/mpay/
email: mpay@farmersagent.com

We will write Homeowners Insurance
ANYWHERE in California,
including Bear Valley Springs.

212 WEST F STREET • 822-3737 • 1-800-696-3933
Goldfish Publications, LLC

We all love water lilies; one
of the most beautiful of water
plants. Their elegant flowers
in summer please the eye and
emit a sweet fragrance. Their
signature broad, rounded leaves
shade and shelter fish from the
heat of the sun. Who could ever
tire of gazing on their blossoms,
or trying to catch glimpses of
fish between the lily leaves as
they flit through the sun dappled shade?
To some, lilies are a symbol
of enlightenment because of
the transcendent bloom that
emerges from the gloom below.
To others, because they close
each night and open anew each
morning, they are a symbol of
the optimism of new spirit and
the joyful rebirth of nature’s cycle.
In addition to being stunningly beautiful and thus enhancing the attractiveness of
our lakes, lilies have a myriad
of beneficial environmental effects for aquatic environments.
From BVS’s point of view, these
attributes will greatly assist our
community’s efforts to improve
the overall, sustainable health
of our lakes.
The stems of lilies’ leaves
provide not only a spawning
ground for fish to lay their eggs,
but also a mini forest of shelter
for young fish fry as they grow.
This will help in achieving the
aim of each of our lakes becoming “sustainable fisheries.”

Sustainable fisheries will save
money as this will greatly reduce the need to spend money on stocking fish in future
years. The lilies will attract
insects which will supply food
for fish. In addition the leaves
will also provide cool shade
for the fish in the hot summer
weather. And, as if all this were
not enough, the lily pads, by
shading the surface of the water extensively, will reduce the
available light and heat which
prompt algal growth.
For these reasons the Lake
Quality Advisory Council has
chosen water lilies to be their
flagship emblem for the ongoing work to protect and preserve our lakes. This project is
going to involve many members
of the BVS community contributing in a variety of ways. For
those of you who want to play
a part in these endeavors, we
are offering the opportunity for
you to be a “Lily Benefactor.”
Lilies are expensive plants
that can cost up to $40 a plant,
although we are seeking out
special deals where we can to
reduce costs. The initial pilot
began in late May with a goal
of 100 water lilies. A donation
to the LQAC will enable purchased lilies to be planted at the
initial ‘nursery’ site in the small
body of water close to the 7th
hole of the golf course. Each
of these founding stock lilies
will be nurtured carefully, and
will produce many more lilies
which will be used to stock our
lakes.
So, if you would like to be a
Lily Benefactor for these symbols of delight and new life,

Mike Magie Plumbing

Automotive Service Center

GREAT PRICES & QUALITY PARTS

Ann & Robert

RESERVE YOUR TRUCK TODAY!

661-823-4641

Free alignment with the
purchase of 4 new tires

Specializing in Front End Work
• Front End Alignments
• Lift Kits • Computer Alignments

Brakes • Shocks • Struts • Tune-Ups
Oil Change • Wheel Alignments
Specialty Lift Kits • Batteries
and all Other Maintenance

Water Heaters • Water & Gas Lines
Toilets • Faucets • Disposals
& Drain Cleaning
Bear Tracks

All American

Services

Specializing in
Service & Repair

(661) 821-1262

please send your donations to
the BVSA Office at 29541 Rolling Oak Dr, Tehachapi, CA
93561. Please make your check
payable to BVSCRFF and write
on the front of the check that
the donation is for the LQAC.
Lily Benefactors who provide
their email address will be sent
regular updates of the LQAC’s
progress.

661-822-4950
License 515683

787 W. Tehachapi Blvd.
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General Tree Service

BVS Ranger Spotlight:
Keaton Yale

Certified Arborist in business
since 1945
by Joe Horswell

Assistant Recreation Manager,
BVS Whiting Center

S E RV I C E S
• Ornamental Pruning, Lacing & Shaping • Crown Reduction
• Stump Grinding/Root Barriers • Palm Tree Fertilization • Deep Root Fertilization
• Tree Conservation • Sick Tree? Evaluation, Diagnosis and Replacement
• Visit Our Nursery: Mature Trees and Landscape Boulders
• Insect and Disease Management • Tree Removal and Land Clearing
• Master Planning and Tree Relocation • Line Clearing and Right of Way
General Tree Service has been in business for over 60 years. We have all the right equipment for any project.
We can remove any size tree and also have our own cranes and operators. We specialize in tree transplanting
and have a Spade Truck. As a Certified Arborist company, we fertilize, diagnose & treat trees that are in need
of a specialist. Our Arborist can also can make recommendations of replacing declining trees with more environmental desirable tree for your area.
We do NOT top trees. We follow ISA (International Society of Arboriculture) standards, a world-wide organization for proper pruning practices.
Our motto is: If we can save a tree, we most definitely will.

O U R E Q U I P ME N T

Chippers – Tree Spades – Tractors – Hydro Crane
Aerial Buckets 75’ – Stump Grinder – Brush Loaders – Dump Trucks
P.D. Insured • CA Contractor’s License #973642

661-323-3155 • 661-323-4365

www. g eneral t r e e s er vi c einc . c om
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I absolutely love this time of
year in Bear Valley Springs! Everything is a wonderful shade of
green, wildflowers are popping
up left and right, and a proliferation of amazing wildlife are
visible everywhere you look.
Our resident bachelor elk, now
back on the valley floor, are
fattening up in typical leisurely
fashion while growing in next
rutting season’s dueling foils.
Quail, deer, cottontails, Jays,
finches, blackbirds, and raptors
are everywhere; so much so that
they are almost unavoidable.
These days I am finding myself
all too often staring hypnotically out the window with my
normal workplace focus and
attention span losing the battle
against “spring fever.” As I contemplate the sequence of events
that lead to me moving here, I
can’t help but think that every
single one of us hit the jackpot
by somehow ending up living in
Bear Valley Springs.
This time of year things are
busier than ever for our BVS
Rangers. They have a lot of
ground to cover each day as they
oversee our parks and lakes,
Equestrian/hiking trails, golf
course, country club, pool, EQ
center, ballfields, historic sites,
and our dog park. Our ranger work shifts grow longer this
time of year, in concert with the
increasingly longer days; so you
will no doubt see them out and
about more than ever. Our BVS
Rangers manage and look after
the amenities that you pay for,
ensuring minimal incursion by
interlopers and dissuading vandals, wood and wildlife poach-
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ers, etc., while enforcing safety
and our BVSA rules. More than
anything, though, our Rangers
are ambassadors for our association, and as such are interested
in getting to know each and every person who uses our amenities through friendly personal
interaction.
I have already introduced you
to three of our rangers in my
previous monthly Bear Tracks
articles. It is my pleasure this
month to introduce you to our
fourth Ranger, Mr. Keaton Yale.
Keaton is pretty close to being
what one might call “a BVS
native.” He moved here at age
10 when his family relocated
from Bakersfield. Keaton’s father, Kirk Yale, was formerly
a Kern County Fire Engineer,
who brought his family to Bear
Valley Springs in 1999 when
he began working at the BVS
Fire Station. As you can imagine, most of Keaton’s childhood
memories center around growing up in Bear Valley Springs.
Being so deeply rooted in our
community has played a major
in Keaton being a caring and
shrewd caretaker of our beloved
BVS amenities.
As a kid growing up in Bear
Valley Springs, Keaton participated in various BVS youth
sports programs that were offered through the Whiting
Center. He played BVS youth
soccer, was on the BVS Swim
Team, and also enjoyed many of
the other normal pursuits that
most other BVS kids participate in, such as skateboarding,
hiking, camping, biking, and
frog hunting in nearby drainage
culverts. Back in those days, the
Whiting Center was less about
youth sports leagues, and more
about organized daily recreational “kid activities,” such
as arts and crafts, dodgeball,
weekend overnight “lock-in”
parties, Teen Club, organized
car wash fundraisers, and even
annual Disneyland field trips.
As a teen, Keaton assisted with

Whiting Center organized
sporting events by helping keep
track of the scorekeeping and
timekeeping duties, and was involved with actively mentoring
the younger kids.
At age 21, Keaton left Bear
Valley Springs to pursue his interests in professional photography, moving to San Francisco
where he attended photography school. After photography

school, Keaton moved from San
Francisco to the Los Angeles
area. He soon found himself
working for Universal Studios,
and it was there that Keaton
was introduced to asset management. He was initially hired
as a bicycle patrol officer for
Universal, but was quickly promoted to bicycle sergeant, and
put in charge of a squad of biCONTINUED ON PAGE 28

Ellice Rubin DVM, DC
MOBILE EQUINE VETERINARY SERVICES

• Lameness • Geriatrics • Digital X-Ray
• Sports Medicine • Metabolic Analysis
• Dentistry • Ultrasound
• Nutrition Programs • Chiropractic Care
• AVMA/AAEP Practitioner

Bear Valley Resident (805) 708-5022
Dedicated to the Health and Well-being of horses

Vikki’s Pet Services LLC
“Special care for the ones you LOVE most”
Lic. #A-174

LARGE ANIMAL REMOVAL & DISPOSAL

All Livestock, 24/7 • Compassionate Postmortem Transportation to:
Burial • Cremation • Necropsy
Vikki Montegna • 661-733-3335
Locally owned & operated by a caring horse owner & enthusiast

TEHACHAPI TACK SHACK

New, Used and Consigned Western and English Tack and Supplies
661-733-3335 – call for appointment
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Learning to ride
Submitted by

Zach Crum

BVS Cycle Club
With a lot of parents staying
home, now is a great time to teach
those young ones how to ride
a bike, so for this month, we’re
going to go over a simple way
to get a young child riding that
bike that might be collecting dust
in the garage. While this article
is about teaching bike riding at
home, we’ve also included some
photos from our National Night
Out Bike Rodeo, where BVS kids
got a chance to practice safe riding and hone their skills at Cub
Lake using a confidence course.
Even before getting started, the
most important ingredients are
patience and a positive attitude.
Children get frustrated easily, so
it’s important to focus on what
they are successful at. This builds
confidence. Also, be patient!

Upcoming youth sports at the Whiting Center
Submitted by

Don’t expect the child to be pedaling right away. Like the old adage goes, practice makes perfect.
Where to teach bike riding
In Bear Valley Springs, we have
two good places to teach young
children to ride: Cub Lake and
the Nature Path across the street
by the baseball field. Cub Lake
is great for beginners. The basketball court can be used as an
obstacle course and for children
that haven’t quite figured out how
to ride straight. It’s also a good
spot to practice getting on and
off the bike. The Nature Path is a
scenic, wide path that allows children a chance to experience one
of the great joys in life: dirt riding. For new riders, avoid grassy
areas, if possible.
Take breaks as needed, for everyone’s sanity. Ride near picnic
benches and playground equipment for when they get bored or
tired.

Tilly Russell

Athletic Supervisor
Whiting Center
Prep beforehand for
a happier, less stressful
experience!
While many are familiar with
regular bikes, balance bikes lack
pedals and can make learning to
ride easier. The emphasis is on
balancing before peddling. With
the pedals removed, the child is
less distracted or overwhelmed.
Often overlooked is tire pressure.
A low tire is difficult to control.
Make sure the seats are lowered
so that the child’s feet can remain
planted while stopped.
Getting started
While it is the first instinct to
want to hold on to the handle
bars, it is important for beginners
to learn to control the bike them-

Photo by David Emenheiser
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selves and learn to balance. Interaction should be kept at a minimum. Stay ahead and face them
while providing encouragement.
They should be looking forward
as you move backwards and they
follow you.
Gliding
Scooting should take anywhere
between instantly to several
weeks. Once this has been accomplished, move on to gliding.
Have them lift their feet while in
motion and see how long they
can glide without tipping over.
Ways to make this entertaining
include a countdown, obstacle
courses, or “Follow the Leader”.
Learning to bike with pedals
After gliding successfully, turning, and looking ahead, it’s time
for pedaling. Hold the bike by the
handlebars while the child gets
used to putting their feet on the
pedals. Pedal placement is important. The ability to push off will give
them the necessary momentum to
glide. Have them practice using
the brakes when you say “brake!”
It’s important that they know what
braking feels like before it’s actually needed. Remember to keep
the seat low enough that they can
place both feet on the ground if
they need to stop. Just like before,
the child should be looking ahead
and not at their feet.
That’s about it. All that’s left
now is dozens of hours of practice. And remember the first
most important rule: patience
and a positive attitude.
Lastly, I’d like to say how exciting it is to see families riding
throughout Bear Valley Springs.
With the weather turning warmer and the ground nice and firm,
it’s the perfect time to get out and
enjoy this beautiful place we call
home.
Goldfish Publications, LLC

Hello fellow Bear Valley
Springs residents. We have
had an interesting past couple
months in general, especially
with our sport leagues. To start
the article off, I would like to
go back to BVS Youth Inline
Hockey League and how it
would not have been possible
without the substantial efforts
of Bill Hawley, Nick Booker,
John Vogel, Dan and David
Shea, along with Whiting Center staff, Keaton Yale, Emily
Grier, and Nate Gallego. I also
want to thank Dan Shea, Magnus Loken, and Mychal Backhaus, for officiating our games.
Our season was cut off right
before play-offs would have
started. The Whiting Center
remained closed throughout most of March, then all
of April. As it continued into
most of May, that was a very
long break to try and pick-up
where the league ended and go
right into play-offs. We have
since taken down the hockey
walls, officially ending the 2020
Youth Inline Hockey League.
Soccer was also rolling out
at the same time, so I would
also like to thank Jenny Young,
Al and Desiree Whatmough,
Keaton Yale, Emily Grier, Nate
Gallego, and Emma Beaumont, not only for all their help
during evaluations, but also
with all the behind-the-scene
things that helped me make
our soccer league happen. We
all put in tons of hours, which
is extremely appreciated even
though the league didn’t happen. We had 237 kids signed up
this year. The reason I did not
postpone the season is because
we did not know how long the
state mandate was going to
last and I already had requests
from people to be refunded
due to COVID-19 that did
not want to have themselves
or children exposed, which I
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understood. I then would have
had to reshuffle entire teams
and rebalance them to make a
fun and fair season for everyone. By the time I would get
it up and running, along with
putting in a new jersey order, it
could then push the games into
summer. A lot of people leave
by then for vacations, etc., and
would most likely have led to
cancellation of games for not
having enough players. Our

choice was to refund everyone
and make next season even
better. We do understand the
frustrations with this outcome,
but we feel as though that was
the best way to proceed.
Now as we move forward
into summer, we are trying to
have some sports, so:
2020 BVS T-Ball: Signup forms are available at the
Whiting Center. T-Ball is for
boys and girls age 4-6, with the

following fee schedule:
Regular Fee: Now through
June 15 – $60
Late Fee: June 16 to 23 – $70
Sibling Discount: $5 discount for each additional sibling.
Non-BVS residents will need
to be sponsored by a BVS resident and will be subject to an
additional $25 fee added to the
above fee schedule.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 26
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Practices start July 6, league
play begins July 13, and the final season games conclude on
Aug. 22.
Due to Kodiak Field and part
of Cub Field getting work done
to put in a new fence, grass, and
infield, we won’t have it available for our rookie league this
year. We plan to help parents
who are interested in forming
a pick-up league, similar to senior softball, for kids ages 7-10.
If you are interested in being a
part of this, please email me
and we can work together to
make it happen. There is no
charge for this; it’s just a great
way of getting your kids and
yourselves out of the house for
a bit. We would be playing it
on Adams Field. We have not
set a time or day until we can
figure out what may work for
everyone.
The 2020 BVS Baseball Camp
for Boys and Girls age 7-13:
This year, camp will feature
guest coaches who formerly
played collegiate Baseball at

UCLA, some of whom went on
to play or coach professionally in the “Big Leagues.” At the
top of our coach roster is head
coach, Gary Adams, who was
the former head coach at UC
Irvine, and also formerly the
head coach at UCLA for 30
years!
In order to keep the quality of instruction personal,
camp is limited, so sign-up to
get your spot soon! The ratio
of coaches to campers will be
one coach for every four to five
players. It is doubtful that any
baseball camp in America can
claim this ratio, with such expert coaches, at that!
Also helping out with camp
again this year will be members
from our very own Bear Valley
Springs senior softball team, as
well as selected members of the
Tehachapi Warriors girls softball team and Tehachapi Warriors boys baseball team.
The 2020 baseball camp will
again feature eight separate
stations designed to help the
kids break down the various

skills of the game into more
manageable, individual skills.
These stations will include:
Pitching and Catching, Infield, Base Running, Outfield,
Hitting, Bunting, Live Hitting,
and Sliding. Coaches specializing in each of these separate
skills will help the kids to improve in each of these areas.
One of the highlights will
be the giant “slip-n-slides”
that help teach proper sliding
technique. The slip-n-slides
are always a major hit with the
campers, in the hot July sun!
Everyone got into the sliding
spirit, even Coach Adams, in
full uniform!
On the final day of camp,
the kids will put their skills to
the test by forming teams and
scrimmaging.
Sign-ups for baseball camp
run through June 28. Signup forms are available at the
Whiting Center. Camp has the
following fee schedule:
Regular Fee Registration
Now – June 21: $70
Late Fee Registration June 22

to 28: $80
Sibling Discount: $5 discount for each additional sibling.
Non-BVS residents will need
to be sponsored by a BVS resident and will be subject to an
additional $25 fee added to the
above fee schedule.
*All sports are subject to
change with any guidelines
that are put in place. We will
actively adjust to accommodate them and make it fun for
everyone*
If you or your children are
not already involved in BVSA
sports, I invite you to come
to join the fun, or drop by the
Whiting Center, and check out
the evening practices or games!
If you have any questions,
comments, or are interested
in assisting with coaching or
refereeing youth sports, please
contact me at the Whiting
Center, 661-821-5537 ext. 410,
or email me at tillyr@bvsa.
org or bvsyouthsports@gmail.
com.

Sierra Vista Resort Home for the Elderly

30050 Garces Court • Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661-821-6616 • Lic. #157209012
OUR MOTHERS

Many people were distressed
because they could not visit
their mothers last month due
to the Covid restrictions. Although the calendar sets one
day a year to honor your mother, the reality is that we should
be showing love and concern
for our mother every day of
the year. Whether we have
a good relationship with our
mother or not, the fact that she
gave you life should be reason
enough to be concerned about
her welfare.
Not everyone who has a
child knows how to be a mother and some people who have
never had children can be a
mother to those who have lost
their mothers or who never
knew their mother.
We have many special ladies in our home, some who
are mothers, grandmothers
and great grandmothers. We
have others who never had
children. All women or men
who are late in years have
much wisdom to contribute to
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younger generations. They can
be a great friend, companion
and advisor to others because
they have had so many experiences in life ,especially if they
have lived into their 90’s. Think
of how many changes they
have seen if they were born
in the 1920’s. How many can
you think of?
What can you do if you cannot have a face to face visit
with your mother? You can
write a card, email a note, visit
through the window, Skype,
Facetime, or Zoom, talk on the
phone, exchange pictures and
so forth. Remember, every day
can be a special day for your
mother.
Our meal of the month
was: Russian Dish, a clear
beef broth with veggies, pastry-wrapped meat and veggies,
shrimp cocktail and chocolate chip cookies stuffed with
cream cheese. (Thank you
Ramzia.)
We had a very young bobcat
visit us the other evening and
he kept looking in the window.

When I suddenly heard a lot of
howling, I looked out and our
yard cat was chasing it down
the street.
We want to thank our family members, the Akins, Hunphreys and Sampsons, for the
much needed supplies they
have provided for us and
also for the delicious sweets
that the ladies just love. Very
thoughtful and helpful.
The answer to the question
of the month was: Sonny and
Cher.
Question: Eating one of
these is the equal to 1,500 mg
of vitamin C, along with an-

ECC first quarter reports
Submitted by

BVS Environmental
Control Committee
There are several regular questions posed to the Environmental
Control Committee and staff including:
Why did I get written up for this
when my neighbor (or the house
down the street) has _______?
I filed a complaint last month,
why has nothing been done?
Why hasn’t _______ on this
property been taken care of?
The ECC staff and the volunteer members understand where
these questions come from, and
at times, it can be frustrating
to us that we are not able to explain how many hours have been
spent in the violation process on
a particular property, or that an
extension was given due to documented extreme hardship, that
a property owner is in the midst
of the tenant eviction process,
or that numerous fines and loss
of amenity privileges have been
issued in attempts to rectify the
situation.
The Davis-Stirling Act is the
primary set of laws that govern
Homeowners Associations and
the BVSA and ECC Rules are reflections of those laws. When a
complaint is filed, we are not able
to just call the property owner.
Our field representative must go
out to the property to investigate
the complaint. The field representative also regularly monitors all
BVS properties, covering all roads
(even in the higher elevations) on
a rotation of approximately every
four to six weeks. In 2019, we averaged five complaints per month,
so the bulk of violations are not
from neighbors’ complaints, but
from the regular monitoring of

the field representative. It must be
determined that a violation of the
ECC or BVSA Rules is apparent
and able to be documented. A letter must be written and reviewed
by members of the ECC during
their weekly meeting and mailed
out to the property owner on file.
We must give the property owner
a time period to rectify the situation and/or communicate with
us. In that time period, extensions can be granted – especially
for projects that may pose an expense or require the hiring of a
contractor (ex. roof or painting of
a house). It is when there has been
ample time to comply with no
communication or action that the
ECC recommends disciplinary
action to the Board of Directors,
which results in a hearing notice
being sent to the property owner.
The hearing then takes place in a
Board of Directors executive session meeting and the Board of Directors then makes the decision
regarding the disciplinary action.
This process unfortunately
takes time, but we are grateful
that the majority of our members
do comply fairly quickly. In 2019,
662 total violations were written.
We are thankful that 71% of property owners complied after the
first request, and 92% complied
after the 2nd request. That does
leave 8% that had to be referred
to the Board of Directors for
fines and disciplinary action, including eventually, loss of amenity privileges or additional fines.
Our primary goal is not to issue
fines or make trouble for our fellow neighbors, but that members
comply with the rules that were
agreed to when each of us purchased our properties.
We are sharing the violations
written for the first quarter of

PC or network problems?

2020, noting that March had less
than we normally would due to
consideration for the COVID-19
shutdown. We hope that sharing
the number of violations assures
property owners that we are in
fact concerned and do issue violations, but also letting those who

receive the violations understand
that they are not being “singled
out.”
Should you have any questions
about this process, feel free to
contact the ECC Staff at the BVSA
office at 661-821-5537 x222 or
x211.

ADKINS
Excavation &

Lic. #885480

Demolition

EXCAVATION SERVICES

tioxidant properties. The old
saying is proving more accurate as research goes on that
one of these a day keeps the

doctor away. What is it?
Please call for current visiting restrictions, if any, Debby
661-342-0258.
Goldfish Publications, LLC

3 No job too big or too small
3 Serving Tehachapi since 2007
3 Onsite service at your home or office
3 Same or next day service in most cases

Call Greg @ (661) 238-3123
Bear Tracks

• Pads: House, Barn, Arenas, etc. • Trenching: Utilities, Communication Trenches, Footings, etc.
• Brush clearing: Sage, Steep slopes, Hauling, etc.• Material Spreading: Road base, gravel, etc.

DEMOLITION SERVICES

• Structures: House, Barn, Buildings, etc. • Interior: Bathrooms, Kitchens, Drywall, etc.
• Concrete: Driveways, Footings, etc. • Hauling debris

661-341-0081

Anything else you need…
NO job too small!
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23
cycle officers. After proving his
worth as sergeant, Keaton was
promoted to event supervisor,
eventually promoting to the
position of dispatch officer. As
dispatch officer, Keaton managed all of the Universal field
officers, monitored real-time
crime scenes, and logistically
rolled out squads of bicycle patrol officers, as well as Los Angeles County Sheriffs, to various
different “situations.” This often
led to the apprehension of violent criminals before they could
flee the scene. The instance of
these situations became increasingly more frequent and contentious during special events,
such as “Hollywood Horror
Nights,” which is a two-month
long event based on a Halloween theme. Being able to assist
in thwarting real-time crimes in
progress was very rewarding for
Keaton.
On any given day, Keaton’s

dispatch officer duties included
overseeing several halls filled
with video monitors on the
wall. Depending upon the shift
and workload, these comprised
literally over 1,000 surveillance
camera feeds. Out of a simple
need to document and prioritize the many cameras and dispatch situations that arose each
day, Keaton began building an
Excel program to manage the
massive monitor array. Keaton
left Universal Studios’ security
team on honorable terms in
2017; however, his legacy lives
on! Keaton’s self-created Excel
program for monitoring security cameras was so successful
that he was called back to help
train his successors in the use
of the program/system.
Keaton returned to his
hometown of Bear Valley
Springs in 2017. Back then, I
was serving the Association
in the role of Whiting Center Athletic Director, and was

looking to hire an athletic assistant. Keaton was one of the
first candidates to apply for the
job and received a subsequent
job interview, (from yours truly). Keaton was quickly hired
as my athletic assistant and
began assembling the new soccer goals that we purchased for
our youth sports program that
year. It was a massive undertaking, which was made much
easier with assistance from
Keaton. Keaton’s dad, Kirk,
kindly volunteered to help
with the goal assembly process,
and somehow we got them all
assembled in time for soccer
league roll-out that year!
Keaton quickly proved himself to be a worthy athletic assistant, but after working as my
assistant for only a few months,
he was snapped up through an
interdepartmental transfer to
fill a BVS Ranger position that
had become available. Keaton
began working as a BVS Ranger in 2018, and became an integral player in what I will call
“a reformation,” or return to
rule compliancy enforcement,
which was going on throughout the BVSA at that time.
Due to his competency, computer skills, reliability, and previous history as my athletic assistant, Keaton was selected to

become a full-time BVSA employee in July of 2019, straddling the two different parttime positions of BVS Ranger
and Whiting Center Rec Aide
II. Keaton is now pretty much
a full-time BVS Ranger, due
to the necessity for more BVS
Ranger shift hours required to
cover the longer days this time
of year. You will most likely
find Ranger Yale out on patrol
somewhere on the valley floor,
up at High Country Park, Water Canyon Campground, etc.
However, as an NRA trained
and certified RSO, Keaton also
is an active Range Security Officer (RSO) who works one day
each week at the Bear Valley
Gun Range.
“Long-timers” like Keaton
Yale are the salt of our community. They have a life-long
interest in seeing that our lovely Bear Valley Springs remains
how it has always been; a special place filed with charm, diverse wildlife, beautiful panoramic views, and a real sense
of community. If you happen
upon BVS Ranger Yale while
enjoying one of our amenities,
make sure to introduce yourself and say, “hi.” You will find
him to be personable, friendly,
and happy to make your acquaintance.
We accept most
major credit cards
PAY ONLINE!

10% DISCOUNT FOR FIRST RESPONDERS
You’ve Tried the Rest, Now Try the Best!

BIG JIMS

Lawn & Garden
Equipment Repair

106 South Mojave St. • Tehachapi
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661-771-7412

Goldfish Publications, LLC

Bear Tracks
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CALL NOW TO
PLACE YOUR AD!
2020
Online at LookUpTehachapi.com

Everything

Tehachapi!

20437 Brian Way
Woodford Plaza

www.wittsonline.com
Office Furniture • Office Supplies • Gifts
Full Copy Center • Shipping Center & Supplies

your ad in every
home and business

365

DAYS A YEAR!

TEHACHAPI’S BEST
ADVERTISING VALUE!
20437 Brian Way, Suite F • info@lookuptehachapi.com

ONLINE AND IN PRINT...

WE’VE GOT YOUR
NUMBER AND
SO MUCH MORE!
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29541 Rollingoak Dr. • Tehachapi, CA 93561 • (661) 821-5537
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
AnitaB@bvsa.org • www.BVSA.org
ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jim Panek.................................................................................................President
Monique Herbst............................................................................ Vice-President
Guy Munday...........................................................................................Treasurer
Anita Bauer............................................................................................. Secretary
Wesley Shryock........................................................................... Parliamentarian
Butch Reyburn......................................................................................... Director
Peggy Bergman-Smith............................................................................ Director
Monthly open meetings of the Board are held on the
3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm at the OTCC.

PERSONNEL AND BOARD DIRECTORS CONTACT
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B U S I N E S S D I R E C TO RY/CO M M U N I T Y G U I D E

822-6760

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS ASSOCIATION
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Goldfish Publications, LLC

Anita Bauer.................................................. 821-5537 x231, AnitaB@bvsa.org
Board Secretary
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Recreation Manager
Debbie Shryock........................................ 821-5537, x210, DebbieS@bvsa.org
Environmental Review & Project Manager
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Golf Pro
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President
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Human Resources Manager
Mark Gonzales............................................. 821-5537 x231, MarkG@bvsa.org
Facilities Maintenance Manager
Monique Herbst................................... 821-5537 x231, MoniqueH@bvsa.org
Board Vice-President
Peggy Bergman-Smith...............................821-5537 x231, PeggyB@bvsa.org
Board Director
Rick Lund..................................................................747-0613, RickL@bvsa.org
Tennis Pro

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS PHONE NUMBERS

Animal Control.............................................................................. 868-7100
Association.................................................................................... 821-5537
Association Fax............................................................................. 821-5406
Bear Valley CSD, bvcsd.com........................................................ 821-4428
CSD Fax........................................................................................... 821-0180
Country Store................................................................................ 821-3102
Equestrian Center......................................................................... 821-3960
Fire Dept. (business).................................................................... 821-1110
Gate (passes)................................................................................. 821-5261
Gate Fax.......................................................................................... 821-3507
Golf Shop....................................................................................... 821-5144
Mulligan Room.............................................................................. 821-4107
Oak Tree Country Club................................................................. 821-5521
Oak Tree Tennis............................................................................. 821-6523
Police Dept..................................................................................... 821-3239
Post Office...................................................................................... 821-6834
Road Conditions.................................................................(800) 427-7623
Weather Information................................................................... 393-2340
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BEAR VALLEY COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
28999 S. Lower Valley Rd. • Tehachapi CA 93561 • (661) 821-4428
kmcewen@bvcsd.org • www.BVCSD.com
CSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Steve Roberts...........................................................................................President
Terry Quinn.................................................................................. Vice-President
Jane Baron................................................................................................ Director
Jay Carlyn................................................................................................. Director
Gregory Hahn.......................................................................................... Director
The CSD Board of Directors meets the 2nd Thursday of each month
at 6 pm at the District Office. You are invited!

MANAGEMENT STAFF

William J. Malinen...................................................................General Manager
Tim Melanson................................................................................Chief of Police
Hamed Jones..................................................Administrative Services Director
David Van Wagoner........................................................Public Works Director
Will Parks..................................................................................Water Supervisor
Daniel Haggard.........................................................................Roads Supervisor
Jason Parks...................................................................... Wastewater Supervisor
Larry Wiggins........................................................ General Services Supervisor

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE*

Administration...................................11:00 am; 3rd Wednesday of the month
Communication...................................... 1:00 pm; 3rd Thursday of the month
Finance...................................................9:00 am; 3rd Wednesday of the month
Infrastructure........................................... 9:00 am; 3rd Thursday of the month
Public Safety............................................. 3:00 pm; 3rd Thursday of the month
Liaison.................................................... 10:00 am; 2nd Thursday of the month
* Committees meet bi-monthly in even months

Bear Valley Springs

Bear Tracks
Publishers:
Goldfish Publications, LLC (Ron & Sheree Fishgold)
20437 Brian Way, Suite F
Tehachapi, CA 93561
Phone: 661-822-8101 Fax: 661-822-9140
E-mail Address:
Advertising - beartracks@lookuptehachapi.com
Billing - btinfo@lookuptehachapi.com
Circulation: Each issue of Bear Tracks is mailed to property owners of
record (approximately 3,200) via the US Postal Service every month.
The balance of the 4,200 copies printed are made available at various
locations throughout Bear Valley.
Submissions: Articles and/or photos may be submitted to: Anita Bauer 821-5537 ext 231 or anitab@bvsa.org.
Bear Tracks Advertisers save the BVSA and CSD thousands of dollars
each month in publishing and circulation costs. You can show your
appreciation to these advertisers by patronizing their businesses
and letting them know you saw their ad in Bear Tracks.
Bear Tracks is a monthly magazine offered to the property owners and residents of Bear Valley Springs
for the purposes of communicating important information and sharing interesting articles on life in
our community. The content in this publication is provided solely by the Bear Valley Springs Association. Goldfish Publications, LLC assumes no liability for any inaccurate, delayed or incomplete information nor for the opinions expressed in each article.
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Lic. #690566

Locally
owned &
operated

CONSTRUCTION
REMODEL & HOME REPAIR EXPERT

We can help with all of your construction needs. With
30 years experience, we offer free construction advice,
design ideas, and upfront estimates.

Complete Room Makeovers • Bathroom & Kitchen Remodels
Electrical, LED Lighting • Drywall, Textures & Painting
General Home Improvements/Repairs
Tile & Laminate Flooring • Patios, Decks & More
LOOK UP OUR 5-STAR RATING ON
ANGIE’S LIST AND HOME ADVISOR!
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DAVID ALLENDE 661-821-9870
A Bear Valley Springs Resident
www.dmaconstructioninc.com

Goldfish Publications, LLC

