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As members may know, 
BVSA Board Member, Todd 
Lander, passed away last Au-
gust. Todd served on the BVSA 
Board for 11 years and volun-
teered throughout Bear Valley 
Springs in multiple capacities 
over the years. I personally 
served with Todd for much of 
this time. One of Todd’s initia-
tives during his service on the 
Board was the original Mulli-
gan Room patio, contributing 
to the building of the patio 
himself. In the months before 
he passed, he supported and 

approved the recent renova-
tions to the Mulligan Room 
patio. It, therefore, seemed 
only fitting to commemorate 
him and his service to the 
community by naming the 
updated Mulligan Room pa-
tio, the Charles “Todd” Land-
er Pavilion. We are also hop-
ing to use the materials from 
the previous patio to shade 
the new lower patio area, as 
Todd always encouraged us 
and was careful to ensure that 
the BVSA did not waste useful 
materials.

In his later years, Todd wrote 
a book called Bound by War: 
A Memoir of Love, Friendship 
and Survival, documenting his 
time and memories serving in 

the U.S. Army during Vietnam. 
The book is available on Ama-
zon and I highly recommend 
it. A plaque commemorating 
Todd’s service will be placed at 
the entrance to the new Mul-
ligan Room patio. The plaque 
says “Bound by Love,” which is 
a play on words to Todd’s book 
and exemplifies Todd’s love for 
the community of Bear Val-

ley Springs. We also wish to 
thank Todd’s wife, Sandy, and 
his family who sacrificed their 
own time with him, so that 
he could serve us all over the 
years.

May Todd’s legacy of love, 
service, and spirit of volun-
teerism, be an inspiration to 
current BVS residents and fu-
ture generations to come. 
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The Charles ‘Todd’ 
Lander Pavilion

March 2022 Bear Tracks cover photo by 
Natassia Morgan

by Wesley Shryock
MBA, CMCA

BVSA General Manager

E X P E R I E N C E  M A T T E R S

610 Bailey Ave., Tehachapi • 661-331-3618
www.dcsrvcenter. com

RV Parts, 
Service, Collision 

& Storage
We provide 

everything but your 
destination!

Kari
Munoz
661-350-3537

karimunozrealtor@gmail.com
www.realtorkari.com

Cal BRE#01942121

#37 VILLAGE LANE

23601 DART DRIVE LISTING PRICE: $480,000

CANYON COURT – 6.83 ACRES LISTING PRICE: $34,900

SOLDSOLD

CONTINGENT
CONTINGENT

R&J Doormaster Sales, Inc.R&J Doormaster Sales, Inc.

661-831-6299661-831-6299
661-831-7788661-831-7788

Fax 661-831-8299Fax 661-831-8299
License #486992License #486992

Monique – Bear Valley Resident

1901 South Chester Ave. • Bakersfield, CA 933041901 South Chester Ave. • Bakersfield, CA 93304
Email – doormastersls@att.netEmail – doormastersls@att.net
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Agents are Bear Valley Springs Property Owners 
and Residents.

Each office is independently owned and operated.

CALL THE TEAM WHO LIVES,CALL THE TEAM WHO LIVES,
WORKS & PLAYS IN BEAR VALLEY!WORKS & PLAYS IN BEAR VALLEY!

30131 Starland – Real 
Estate Opportunity! This 
3  bed, 2.5 bath home is on 
the market for the first time! 
Over 2,000 square feet, on 
5+ acres, this property of-
fers outstanding views of all 
of Bear Valley and the San 
Joaquin! Being sold in cur-
rent condition, sellers are 
motivated! $369,000 or best 
offer! Call for more info.

IN ESCROW
20840 Oak Street County $569,000 rep buyer & seller
23901 Wible BVS $441,800 rep seller 
30131 Starland BVS $369,000 rep buyer & seller
21537 Golden Hills Blvd GH $475,000 rep buyer & seller

Carol
Miller

661 972-6044
Cal DRE #01744133

Caitlyn Miller
Nicotra

661 972-1813
Cal DRE #02047752

BEAR VALLEY’S BEAR VALLEY’S 
PROVEN SALES TEAMPROVEN SALES TEAM

MARCHMARCH
 MADNESS!!  MADNESS!! 
All listings taken  All listings taken  

during the month of during the month of 
March will receive March will receive 

complimentary home complimentary home 
warranty coverage warranty coverage 
at close of escrow byat close of escrow by

our Team!our Team!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all!

Crown Reduction/Shaping
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Mistletoe Removal
Dead Wooding
Land Clearing
Yard Clean-Up
Palm Trimming/Shaping

888-346-8873
artstreeservice.com
info@artstreeservice.com

AVAILABLE
24 / 7FREE QUOTES
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Your “forever” real 
estate agent. 
Darrin Bufford
323-806-0354

darrinbufford@gmail.com     CALDRE #01487170

bhhsassociated.com

BEAR VALLEY RESIDENTS
I live here. I work here.

I play here.
C A L L  M E  T O D A Y !

©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of

Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

CALBRE #01910265

Identifying water leaks saves 
you money and conserves our 
water supply. Follow these easy 
steps to determine if you have a 
leak in your household system.

Step 1. Turn all water-using 

appliances off so that no water 
is running. This means turning 
off all water inside and outside 
the home, including showers, 
sinks, washing machines, and 
any appliance that uses water. If 
you have a sprinkler irrigation 
system, turn off the controller 
and manually shut off the two 
valves at the double check valve 

assembly to isolate the irriga-
tion system. 

Step 2. Take the lid off of 
your water meter box and lift 
the protective cover. For most 
homes in the valley, the water 
meter is located near the road-
way. 

Watch the meter. The meter 
will have a triangular red or sil-
ver and black disc commonly 
called a “leak indicator.” 

• If the leak indicator is spin-
ning or there is no leak indica-
tor, but the meter’s dial hand 
moves, water is running. This 
indicates that you have a leak – 
see Step 3.

• If the leak indicator is not 
moving, note the hand’s po-
sition and check again after a 
10-minute wait. If the needle 
has moved, there is a slow leak 
– see Step 3. 

Step 3. Locate the main shut-
off valve to the home. This is 
the point where your water 
enters your home, often in a 
garage. Turn this valve off and 
turn a faucet on inside the 
house to confirm that the valve 
is working. The faucet may run 
for a few seconds as your pipes 
drain, but your shut-off valve 
is broken if water continues to 
flow. Once the water has been 

shut off to the home, return to 
the water meter.

• If the leak indicator or dial 
hand is still moving, water is 
flowing between the meter 
and the shut-off valve. This in-
dicates that there is an under-
ground leak on your property.

•  If the leak indicator or dial 
hand are not moving, the leak 
is somewhere in the home. 

Underground leaks between 
the meter and home can be 
challenging to diagnose and 
often require a professional’s 
services. If you need informa-
tion to help you locate the wa-
ter lines on your property, the 
Kern County Building Depart-
ment will have plumbing plans 
for all properties in the valley. 
If your home was built after 
2000, the Bear Valley Springs 
Association might have con-
struction plans on file.

The Bear Valley CSD staff are 
happy to be of assistance if you 
have any questions. We are here 
to serve our community, and 
we’ll work hard to maintain the 
quality of life that can only be 
found in our beautiful valley. 
You can contact us at 661-821-
4428, Monday through Friday, 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Submitted by
Bear Valley Community 

Services District  

Water wise – Leak diagnosis

THE HEAT SOURCE
661-823-0117

20817 South Street • Tehachapi

FIREPLACE CLEANING
Single Story Chimney Sweep 

$140.00
Two-Story Chimney Sweep 

$160.00
Pellet Stove Annual Service 

$175.00
DON’T FORGET YOUR DRYER VENTS!

Under New Ownership
Ann & Robert Curtin

At All American Automotive
822-4500 • 20577 SOUTH STREET

CHIP
REPAIRS

WEARE ALSOMOBILE

FOR ALL YOUR FOR ALL YOUR 
AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE 
GLASS NEEDSGLASS NEEDS

WE HAVE

MOVED!

20577 South St. at

the top of the street

on the right!

To advertise in Bear Tracks, 
call 661-822-8101 or email 

beartracks@lookuptehachapi.com



Bear Tracks 5

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9984599
WONDERFUL 3 BEDROOM 2 BATHROOM 
CONDO next to Oaktree Golf Course. Spacious 
living room, wood burning fireplace and glass 
doors opening up to a large fenced patio. Down-
stairs master bedroom has a walk-in closet, bath-
room and it’s own door to the backyard patio. 
Galley kitchen with a breakfast bar.
$218,000

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9984553
BEAUTIFUL HOME featuring 3 Bedrooms 
and 2 Bathrooms. The entry way welcomes 
you home with stunning slate floors and 
opens up into the spacious living room. The 
living room features vaulted ceilings, beauti-
ful wood floors, river rock fireplace and a wall 
of picture windows with amazing views. Ador-
able multi-use Sunroom.
$389,000

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9983082
SPECTACULAR PRIVATE MOUNTAIN 
RETREAT! Gorgeous Home Offering Unob-
structed Panoramic Views. This gorgeous 
home is perfectly situated high on a beautiful 
5 acre hillside lot to maximize the amazing 
views. This home is perfect for a weekend 
getaway or full time resident who wants a 
little privacy. Located just 2-hours from LA & 
1-Hour from Bakersfield!
$515,000

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9984357
VIEWS, VIEWS, VIEWS...  Enjoy Unobstruct-
ed Southern Sierra Views From this Beautiful 
Custom Home...Spacious open great room 
floorplan offering vaulted ceilings and consis-
tent neutral design theme throughout. Large 
pictures windows in living area as well as 
den/3rd bedroom bring the outdoors in. This 
home is move-in ready!
$306,150

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9984455
WONDERFULLY MAINTAINED 3 bd/2 bath con-
do with 1392 SF. The spacious living room features 
vaulted ceilings and gas fireplace. Lots of windows 
w/blinds make this a light filled living area. Bath has 
a walk-in tub. Galley -style kitchen is updated with 
beautiful tile counters and back splash. A stackable 
washer and dryer are included!
$229,000

PENDING

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

Peggy 
Horn

(661) 979-4975
DRE #02086761

BEAUTIFUL LOG CABIN HOME with 
two master bedrooms and gorgeous 
views. One master is on the main floor 
and another master is upstairs. Many up-
grades throughout. Wood burning fire-
place in the Great Room, a Sun Room off 
of the downstairs master bedroom. Man 
cave and the garage contains a small 
workshop. $27,000 over asking price!
$490,000

SOLD!!

SOLD!!
SOLD!!

SOLD!!
SOLD!!

SOLD!!

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9984787
SPECTACULAR MOUNTAIN RETREAT! Mag-
nificent custom designed ranch style home of-
fering a perfect blend of rustic luxe, nature, and 
privacy. Words cannot describe how incredibly 
beautiful this property is. You will truly appreci-
ate the stunning unobstructed Valley and Moun-
tain views, the abundant wildlife, the peaceful 
setting all surrounded by lush mature Oaks.
$840,600

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9984588
UNIQUE OPEN FLOOR PLAN home with 
spectacular views, nestled among the oaks. This 
uncommon 3-bedroom, 3 1/2-bathroom home 
sits on 5.03 acres. The living room has a cozy 
wood-burning stove that provides heat and am-
biance. Living room at the center of the home 
features vaulted ceilings and a wall of sliding 
glass doors opening to an oversized deck .
$380,000

engineered wood floors, solid wood doors, oversized laundry room, dual cen-
tral heat/air, 2 spacious guest rooms on the main floor, upstairs is a master suite 
with large walk-in closet and an enclosed private patio, downstairs has a bonus 
room with a wet bar, unfinished basement, and a finished garage with storage 
room. Outside offers tons of oak trees and boulders, gated front entry, asphalt 
paved driveway is lined with solar lighting, enjoy entertaining on the expansive 
trex-type decking...such a peaceful setting! $700,000

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9984817

STUNNING CUSTOM HOME... 
overlooking Bear Valley Springs on 
13.55 acres with amazing views! 
Long winding paved driveway takes 
you down to the home offering 
privacy and forever views. Once 
you walk thru the front door you’ll 
be impressed with the curved stair 
case, soaring ceilings, walls of win-
dows to enjoy the amazing views, 

Rhonda 
Greer

(661) 972-6142
DRE #01277940

Pool, 2 Lakes, 2 Restaurants, Community Center, Equestrian Center, Horse/ 
Hiking trails, Tennis courts, Fishing, Campground, Gas Station and a Mini-
mart. Come build your custom home now or just enjoy all the amenities 
Bear Valley has to offer when you purchase this Spectacular 6 plus acres. 
Seller has Perc Test on file. $34,900

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9983880

BEAUTIFUL 6.83 ACRES 
with Oak trees and Amaz-
ing mountain views! This 
property is perfectly lo-
cated on a cul-de-sac and 
close to Oak Tree Golf 
Course and 4 Island lake.
This is your chance to live 
in the gated community of 
Bear Valley Spring. Lot 36. 
Bear Valley Springs offers 
a Golf Course, Community 

Kari 
Munoz

(661) 350-3537
DRE #01942121

three bedrooms have ceiling lighting fixtures and blinds over the windows. The generous laundry room has a sink, 
a built-in hamper and lots of cabinets for laundry supplies. The living room is wired for internet service. Black Oak, 
Deodora Elm, Nectarine and Apricot Trees adorn the property. There is a round rail corral sufficient for two horses. 
The 17’ foot by 60’ swimming pool is enclosed by a 6’ tall block wall with locked gate. There is a new bubble solar 
cover, a heater, and a pump which can run at such slow RPM during sub-freezing hours it prevents pipes from 
freezing and it is economical to run. Unique to this pool are three lane line markings on the pool bottom for lap 
swimming and the deck is set up for land lines for wave reduction while training. Elevated lighting allows for night 
swimming. Also in the yard are a 10’ by 20’ Moriarity Tuff shed. There is a detached 780 sq. ft. workshop which 
has a large roll up door, a side door, and an outlet for charging an electric Ranger or similar vehicle. $594,000

GOLDEN HILLS WEST

#9984583

CHARMING 4BR 2 BATH 2,383 sq. ft. home on 1.08 acres in 
West Golden Hills. The spacious family room has a cozy brick 
heatilator fireplace and large windows afford views of the 
mountains to the north. The renovated kitchen has granite 
counter tops and an eye catching backsplash. The large master 
bedroom has a beautiful ceiling fan, double doors that open 
to a patio, and bay windows with the same north views. It has 
a large walk-in closet with space for two wardrobes. The other 

Bernie 
Connolly

(661) 822-5553
DRE #00752653

er & dryer, tankless water heater and exquisite shiplap ceilings throughout! Bathrooms 
are tastefully designed with modern tile and classic fixtures. This lovely brand new home 
is sophisticated and charming! Located in the desirable gated community of Bear Val-
ley Springs. Bear Valley Springs offers a restaurant, 2 lakes, golf course, community pool, 
equestrian center, trails, market, gas station, tennis courts, community center work out 
room and so much more! Quartz countertops and hardware will be installed by February 
10th. Wood chips at lower part of property will be spread by March. House set up for 
future Generac generator. $480,000

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS

#9984827

PRISTINE, ONE-OF-A-KIND, move-in-
ready 3 bedroom 2 bath in the desirable 
gated community of Bear Valley Springs! 
Walk into your light filled sun room with 
a beautiful skyline view of meadows and 
picturesque mountains. Kitchen has an 
open floorplan, custom shaker cabinets, 
new stainless steel KichenAid appliances 
and quarts countertops. This home also 
offers owned solar, new Samsung wash-

Kari 
Munoz

(661) 350-3537
DRE #01942121

CONTINGENT

PENDING

PENDING



The first day of spring is 
March 19. Many of us will be-
gin “spring cleaning” and make 
future plans for outdoor proj-
ects this time of year. Below are 
a few reminders for residents as 
you consider projects:

• As you are cleaning the in-
terior of your home, please re-
member that no garbage, trash, 
junk, debris, interior furnish-
ings or household appliances 
may be kept or stored where 
they are visible from neigh-
boring lots or streets, roads, 
or common areas. All garbage/
trash needs to be in appropriate 
covered containers and are not 
to be viewed from neighbor-
ing lots, or the streets, roads or 
common areas. A contributing 
factor to the recent increase in 
bear and wildlife activity is due 

to residents storing trash out-
side. ECC Rules, Sec. 112 & 114 

• If you are utilizing tarps to 
cover wood piles, barbecues, 
yard furniture, etc., please re-
member that the tarps must 
be black, brown, tan, or dark 
green in color. No white, blue, 
shiny, reflective silver or other 
brightly colored tarps may be 
used. ECC Rules, Sec. 109

• Be aware of mistletoe over-
taking your oak trees! Mistle-
toe can rob trees of their nutri-
ents through absorbing water 
and minerals. While you do 
need approval from the ECC 
to trim major branches or re-
move an oak tree, you do NOT 
need a permit if you are sole-
ly removing mistletoe. If you 
are using a contractor, please 
make sure that you check that 
they are licensed and bonded 
with worker’s compensation 
insurance, so that you are not 
responsible for any injury that 

could happen on your proper-
ty. Any other type of trees, with 
the exception of oak trees, may 
be trimmed or removed with-
out ECC approval. Please plan 
to remove any dead trees on 
your property that could pose 
a fire hazard. ECC Rules, Sec. 
106

• With spring’s arrival, mus-
tard and other weeds multiply 
like, well, weeds! Each lot must 
be maintained in good condi-
tion and repair, and in such a 
manner as not to create a fire 
hazard, all at the owner’s ex-
pense. Maintenance includes 
weed and dead shrub remov-
al, as needed, to improve ap-
pearance as much as possible. 
Although Kern County has 
particular weed abatement 
deadlines, the ECC Rules are 
to be complied with through-
out the year. In 2021, 71 vio-
lation letters were sent out re-
questing removal of weeds or 
dead trees. Should those same 
properties be in violation this 
year, the disciplinary process 
will continue which could in-
clude fines and suspension of 
amenity privileges. Let’s work 
together to keep the valley safe 
from fire hazards and keep the 
appearance and beauty for all 
of us to enjoy! ECC Rules, Sec. 
102.E & 118

• In acknowledgment that 
one household’s junk could 
be another person’s treasure, 
you may desire to have a yard/
garage sale this spring or sum-
mer! Please plan ahead, as per-
mit requests must be submit-
ted a full week prior to your 

sale. Each lot may have three 
garage/yard sales per calendar 
year and may not have sales on 
two consecutive weekends or 
on BVSA recognized holidays. 
Each permit grants the resi-
dent up to three yard sale signs. 
The permit costs $50 – ($25 
of which is refundable upon 
return of the signs in cleaned 
and satisfactory condition). 
Please plan to pay with two 
$25 checks or cash only. ECC 
Rules, Sec. 103.B.

• Remember that property 
owners need to complete a sub-
mittal form for approval before 
any construction or alterations 
to the exterior of your property 
(ECC Rules, Sec. 504) includ-
ing, but not limited to: Exterior 
painting, fencing, trim/remov-
al of oak trees, roofing, excava-
tion, or installing decks, sheds, 
chicken coops or animal shel-
ters, patio covers, solar panels, 
pergolas.

Submittal forms can be 
picked up at the BVSA office 
and can also be found on our 
website, www.bvsa.org- -> 
Document Library -> ECC 
Documents. Completed sub-
mittals received by Friday ei-
ther at the BVSA office or by 
emailing ecc@bvsa.org will be 
reviewed by the ECC the fol-
lowing Wednesday. Should you 
have any questions, feel free to 
contact the ECC staff by email 
at ecc@bvsa.org or by calling 
661-821-5537 X222 or X211 
and we will be happy to assist 
you.
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ChimneyChimney
  Chokers  Chokers

661-965-3343661-965-3343

CHIMNEY SWEEP
We Will Beat Any 
Advertised Prices!

WE’RE #1 IN CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Wood Family 
Funeral Service, Inc.

Wood Family Crematory Service 

822-6897  Fax 822-9670
321 West “F” Street • Tehachapi, CA 93561321 West “F” Street • Tehachapi, CA 93561

FD1405 CR277
info@woodtehachapi.com

• Full Service • Pre-planning your Funeral 
• On-site Crematorium • Caring Staff

Spring cleaning and projects
Submitted by

BVS Environmental 
Control Committee  
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Due to the trucker shortage across the 
country, there has been a significant delay 

in the delivery of Bear Tracks to the 
publisher, and thus to our members. This 
could potentially affect future delivery of 
Bear Tracks, as well. While you are waiting 
for your mailed hard copy, we encourage 

you to view it online at the link below. 
We apologize for the inconvenience. 

https://www.bvsa.org/bear-tracks
Broker/Owner Lic. #01505500Broker/Owner Lic. #01505500

YourTehachapiHomeValue.comYourTehachapiHomeValue.com

Bear Valley Resident Since 2001Bear Valley Resident Since 2001

661-972-7218661-972-7218
ChristyRabe@gmail.com ChristyRabe@gmail.com 

Christy Rabe

Redefining Real Estate

We’re often asked what the 
difference is between an ease-
ment and a Right-of-Way 
(ROW). Additionally, some 
property owners may not even 
realize that they have an ease-
ment on their property and 
what that means for them.
Easement

An easement is “a right to 
cross or otherwise use some-
one else’s land for a specified 
purpose.” An easement is a 
“nonpossessory” property in-
terest that allows the holder of 
the easement to use property 
they do not own or possess. 
An easement doesn’t allow the 
easement holder to occupy the 
land or exclude others from 
the land unless they interfere 
with the easement holder’s use. 
In contrast, the land possessor 
may continue to use the ease-
ment and exclude everyone ex-
cept the land’s easement holder.

Land affected or “burdened” 
by an easement is called a “ser-
vient estate,” while the land or 
person benefited by the ease-
ment is known as the “dom-
inant estate.” If the easement 

benefits a particular piece of 
land, it’s said to be “appurte-
nant” to the land. If the ease-
ment only benefits an individ-
ual personally, not as an owner 
of a particular piece of land, the 
easement is termed “in gross.”

As a rule, an easement hold-
er has a right to do whatever is 
reasonably convenient or nec-
essary to enjoy fully the pur-
poses for which the easement 
was granted so long as they do 
not place an unreasonable bur-
den on the servient land. Con-
versely, the owner of the servi-
ent land may make any use of 
that land that does not interfere 
with the easement holder’s use 
of the easement.

An easement may give a util-
ity company the right to erect 
power lines or bury a gas pipe-
line across a land tract. The 
property owner still has a right 
to use the land through which 
the easement passes; howev-
er, they must take care not to 
impede the granted easement’s 
original intention. For example, 
building a permanent structure 
on an easement would not be 
allowed. Understanding the 
permitted land usage will help 
landowners avoid frustrations 
and unnecessary expense to 

Easements vs. 
Rights-of-Way

Submitted by
Bear Valley Community 

Services District  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27
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Se Habla EspañolSe Habla Español

661
549-9498
DRE #01281283

Terry
Gardner

562
201-2887
DRE #01954095

Joe 
Morones

661
805-7707
DRE #01961857

Doug
Slavin

661
433-4649
DRE #01722948

Barbie
Tomkinson

661
972-7251
DRE #02035689

Brittany 
Smith

760
258-7573
DRE #01891343

Marcie
Cryzter

661
972-0754
DRE #02044271

Scott
Smith

661
238-5310
DRE #02124818

Descygene
Simunovich

MIRAMAR INTERNATIONAL
Your Neighborhood Real Estate Company

Call us for a shenanigans free experience!Call us for a shenanigans free experience!

Don’t rely on luck to sell your home.Don’t rely on luck to sell your home.

Gene Kelly most famously 
sang those words. Mr. Kelly was 
quite the hoofer and a legend in 
the dance community. Our very 
own community, Bear Valley 
Springs, has started up a swing 
dance club. You won’t find any 
professional hoofers, just your 
fellow neighbors wanting to 
get together, enjoy each other’s 
company and share their knowl-
edge of swing dance. 

Enter Martha and Brian, the 
most enthusiastic (and patient) 
pair of dance teachers you’ll have 
the pleasure of meeting. The 
couple has been swing dancing 
for close to 15 years. Brian and 
Martha moved to Bear Valley 
Springs two years ago, after trav-
eling the world for a year. 

The club was born when after 
a summer evening out with the 

pickleball club, the two sponta-
neously danced to the song, Ten-
nessee Whisky. The enthralled 
audience clapped and cheered. 
Before he could even put away 
his paddle, Brian was swinging 
the ladies around the court until 
he begged for a breath, or may-
be it was to recover his bruised 
feet. Brian will never tell which 
it was; a gentleman keeps his 
secrets. The idea was advocated 
(demanded) that the pair should 
start a dance group.

With the encouragement and 
support of Chris Budge, the BVS 
Swing Dance Club was formed 
to encourage residents to dance 
with each other at The Oak Tree 
Branch Saloon and other events 
in BVS and Tehachapi. Thanks 
to the BVSA Board for recent-
ly recognizing the club. Martha 
and Brian want to help residents 
get started and they are offering 
basic swing dance classes. They 
have simplified the dance moves 
so that after a few lessons, cou-

ples can get out on the dance 
floor and have fun. 

The club is off to a good start 
with Friday evening classes. At-
tendance doubled each week and 
by the fourth Friday, there were 
about 40 students participating. 
They teach in the banquet room 
at the OTCC. They have decided 
to split the large Friday class into 
two, first from 6 to 6:45 p.m., 
for those who have learned the 
first class and second, from 6:45 
to 7:30 p.m., for new dancers. 
After the class, students mosey 
on down to the saloon for din-
ner, drinks, and dancing, when 
the band is suitable. They have 
also started playing swing mu-
sic on Sunday evenings in the 
Oak Branch Saloon. This gives 
us another opportunity to prac-
tice what they taught and enjoy 
swing dancing together.  

The club started a Facebook 
page for the group, “BVS Swing 
Dance Club,” which already has 
109 members. They were fortu-

nate to find dancers with experi-
ence, such as Raquel Mills, who 
is helping with the teaching. 
They are looking for more peo-
ple to help teach swing dance. 
They have already had the first 
guest teacher, Charles, from Ba-
kersfield.  

If you are interested in joining 
the club or want more informa-
tion, please go to the Facebook 
page “BVS Swing Dance Club,” 
or email SwingDanceClub.
BVS@gmail.com.

See you on the dance floor.

‘Gotta dance! Gotta dance!’ 
Submitted by

Chris Budge 
Contributing Writer
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Terri Juergens Broker Associate

www.BVSRealty.com

teamterrij@bvsrealty.com

661-303-6868

On The Go... Making Things Happen!

Land for Sale in Beautiful Tehachapi, California!  
Bear Valley Springs

30310 Rolling Oak Dr/1.98 Acres/$39,000  •  26200 Deertrail Drive/2.09 Acres/$29,500
-0- Cumberland Road/4.87Acres/$97,000  •  22481 Saddleback Drive/7.07 Acres/$75,000

26981 Oakflat Dr/2.75 Acres/ $62,000

Stallion Springs 
29961 Alejandro Court Lot #12/3.88 Acres/$29,000

Cummings Valley
-0- Highway 202/3.35 Acres/$82,000  •  -0- STE Highway 202/ 17.94 Acres/ $175,000

Commercial Property
21604 Golden Star Boulevard/.16 Acres/$75,000

BRE CA #00841071

Call Brian Agnetti at 661-978-7660

www.sanjoaquintractor.com

0% FINANCING
for up to 60 months

661-341-0081661-341-0081

ADKINSADKINS
Excavation & Excavation & 
DemolitionDemolition

Anything else you need…
NO job too small!

EXCAVATION SERVICES
• Pads: House, Barn, Arenas, etc. • Trenching: Utilities, Communication Trenches, Footings, etc.
• Brush clearing: Sage, Steep slopes, Hauling, etc.• Material Spreading: Road base, gravel, etc.

DEMOLITION SERVICES
• Structures: House, Barn, Buildings, etc. • Interior: Bathrooms, Kitchens, Drywall, etc.

• Concrete: Driveways, Footings, etc. • Hauling debris

Lic. #885480

Bear Valley
Community Services 
District selects new 

police chief

The Bear Valley CSD Board 
of Directors unanimously ap-
proved Dan Suttles as the new 
Chief of the Bear Valley Police 
Department and Director of 
Public Safety. Suttles is a Marine 
Corps veteran, who has spent 
his 18-year law enforcement 
career in Glendale, California. 
During that time, he has served 
as a Patrol Officer, SWAT Op-
erator, and Investigator. As 
Sergeant, he worked in patrol, 
investigations, Internal Affairs, 
and as an adjutant to the Chief 
of Police. As Lieutenant, he has 
most recently served as Watch 
Commander overseeing 26 Pa-
trol Officers.

Suttles says he was using job 
postings as a tool to outline 
career pathing when he came 
across the BVPD Chief recruit-
ment brochure. Our desire to 
preserve our values and tradi-
tions stood out in a sea of de-
partments looking for change. 
His curiosity was piqued by the 
novelty of a community that 
was happy with who and what 
they were. He began learning 
more about us by contacting 
the BVSA, the Veterans’ Asso-
ciation, the Wildlife Coalition, 
and other groups to hear from 

them what they loved about 
Bear Valley Springs. When he 
learned that our community 
values reflected his own beliefs, 
he felt this was an opportunity 
he could not ignore.

“I am honored to have been 
invited to be part of the Bear 
Valley CSD team. I’m incredi-
bly excited to get to know the 
men and women who operate 
the front gate and work at the 
PD. I’m also looking forward 
to knowing the community 
members that make Bear Val-
ley Springs such a great place,” 
Suttles said.

Suttles intends to relocate to 
Bear Valley Springs. He took 
over from Interim Chief Jeff 
Kermode on Feb. 28. 

Submitted by
BVS Community 
Services District  

Dan Suttles



InnovativeTreeTrimming.comInnovativeTreeTrimming.com

Lic. #1087336

661-410-9037661-410-9037

• Seasonal Pruning• Seasonal Pruning
• Ornamental • Ornamental 

& Artistic Pruning& Artistic Pruning
• Thinning, Shaping• Thinning, Shaping

& Crowning& Crowning
• Weight Reduction• Weight Reduction

• Tree Removal • Tree Removal 
• Hazard Tree Removal• Hazard Tree Removal

• Stump Grinding• Stump Grinding
• Utility Line Certified• Utility Line Certified

• Brush Clearance • Brush Clearance 
& Clean Ups& Clean Ups
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HOME REPAIR & MORE

• painting • ROOFING

8 2 2 - 8 3 0 0
DRF Construction – Local Tehachapi Resident

ROOF SAVERS
RENEWABLE ROOF SEALER

IRON CLAD TRIM
& PAINTING
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S E R V I N G  B V S  S I N C E  1 9 8 7 !

www.bvsproperties.com
661-331-1514

DRE #00986934

CALL KATHY CAREY FOR A MARKET/VALUE ANALYSIS

WORK WITH
THE BEST

I’m a Certified Residential Specialist

Spring is on the way! Now is the time to list your house to sell. Spring is on the way! Now is the time to list your house to sell. 
The Tehachapi market is still very strong and our inventory isThe Tehachapi market is still very strong and our inventory is
at record low levels. Allow my nearly 35 years of experience at record low levels. Allow my nearly 35 years of experience 
within BVS work for you! Rental homes are needed too! within BVS work for you! Rental homes are needed too! 
Call BVS Properties for ALL of your Bear Valley Springs real estate needs!Call BVS Properties for ALL of your Bear Valley Springs real estate needs!

Bear Valley Springs Tail-
waggers’ vision is to grow our 
rescue division with mem-
bers who want to put a plan in 
place that includes supporting 
our two rescues in Tehachapi; 
Save Tehachapi’s Orphan Pets 
(STOP) and Have a Heart Hu-
mane Society. Tailwaggers vol-
unteers may decide to: 

• Volunteer to transport dogs 
in foster care to and from vari-
ous vet appointments in Palm-
dale

• Collect blankets, towels, 
toys

• Visiting the rescue facilities 
to help socialize the dogs

• Walking and working with 
dogs who are waiting to be fos-
tered

• Be a Dream Puff Baker to 
raise funds for STOP and Have 
a Heart

• Become foster parents, es-
pecially for puppies, while the 
rescues provide all food and 
medical care

• Designate STOP or Have 

a Heart as your charity if you 
shop on Amazon

This month, Tailwaggers 
is focusing on STOP and the 
dedicated volunteers who have 
found forever homes and med-
ical care for over 1,500 pets 
since 2008.

Their president, Aleshia 
Ripeli-Culpepper, was born 
and raised her in Bear Valley. 
She now lives in an unincor-
porated area of Tehachapi off 
of Tucker and Highline roads 
with her husband, Joe, and 
9-year-old daughter, Emma. 
Her home is used as the main 
STOP rescue home for as many 
as five dogs or more at a time, 
depending on the need for fos-
tering dogs. You might say fos-
tering is a family affair. At one 
time Aleshia had to bottle feed 
eight siblings, while the mom 
healed from a cesarean section 
after giving birth. 

 Lynda Pearson, one of the 
original founders, Katy Jacob-
son, Marsha Donelson and 

Charla Dubsky, who was an-
other founding member and 
who also runs the cat program, 
are on the board of directors, 
and each plays an important 
role in sustaining the STOP 
rescue. STOP relies on dona-
tions and the staff are volun-
teers, receiving no salary. Every 
penny received helps fostering 
and pays medical bills. Once 
again, the Kern County Shel-
ters are having to euthanize 
dogs and STOP members are 
trying to prevent that, but it 
depends on volunteers! 

Tailwaggers Dog Club is 

dedicated to supporting local 
rescue efforts in our area. Sup-
porting STOP gives our mem-
bers an opportunity to help 
STOP continue their success in 
finding forever homes for these 
pets. 

To learn more, check out 
their website: www.STOPres-
cue.org, and don’t forget to be-
come a member of Tailwaggers. 

For more information or to 
join the rescue division, contact 
Pam Miller by texting 661-203-
5725, or email pambvsprings@
gmail.com.

STOP in the name of love – and rescue me 
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BVSA RECOGNIZED CLUBS
BVSA Recognized Clubs enjoy the benefits conveyed to them as 

per the BVSA Rules, Article 18.
• ASTRONOMY CLUB - Enjoy the night skies and learn about Astronomy with 
an enthusiastic group. Monthly meetings 1st Monday, 6:30 pm, Equestrian Center 
Lounge. Contact: Pres. Claude Plymate, info@bvsac.org
• BEARLY LADIES BUNCO CLUB - Provide an opportunity for good fellowship, 
comradery and sharing mutual interests in enjoying Bunco! Contact Mindi Pugh at 
bvsmin@sbcglobal.net
• BUCKAROOS - Promotes safe, fun western cowboy activities for kids and adults 
alike. All levels of riders welcome. President Jeff Kermode @ (661) 343-7503, 1st 
VP George McMackin @ (661) 400-1333, 2nd VP Erika Underwood @ (805) 705-
1123, Treasurer Cheryl Akerly @ (661) 609-6113 & Secretary Debi Kermode @ (949) 
291-0551
• BVS CYCLE CLUB - Recreational and informative. Please contact Zack Crum at 
bvscycleclub@gmail.com
• BVS SOCIAL BRIDGE CLUB - Social interaction and play. Call Ann Peyton @ 
661-821-0926
• BVS VETERAN’S ASSOCIATION - Commander Bill Kritlow @  949-394-4525.
• BVS WILDLIFE COALITION - Educates and advocates for living in harmony 
with wildlife through fun activities, presentations, and special events. We meet on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6 pm in the OTCC Reception Room. Contact 
Anya at (661) 435-0667 or email at bvswildlifecoalition@gmail.com.
• BVS WOMEN’S CLUB - Provides an opportunity for good fellowship among 
the women of BVS. Contact Margie Underwood - 661-202-8553. Website: www.
bvswomensclub.com.
• CARRIAGE DRIVING - Meetings are the 2nd Thursday each month at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Equestrian Center Lounge. We promote safe driving, drive-and-ride outings 
and good horsemanship. Contact Debbie Mayer @ (661) 238-8444
• CRAFTY LADIES - Meet at the Equestrian Center Lounge every Tuesday, 1-3 p.m. 
Bring your own project and get acquainted! Contact Pat Kritlow @ 949-394-4524
• CULTURAL ARTS ASSOCIATION (CAA) - CAA provides performing arts pro-
grams to enhance our way of life. Contact president Sonja Bronson at 661-472-
9294.
• DRESSAGE - Active in many equestrian dressage activities in the local area. Con-
tact Janice Polletta at 661 847-8364.
• ECLECTIC BOOK CLUB - Meets the first Monday of the month at noon at the 
Equestrian Center Lounge. Call Kay Klinker for more information at 821-1621.
• GARDEN CLUB - The Garden Club is a resource for all Bear Valley residents who 
would like to make the most of their garden. Bring your questions, lessons learned 
and gardening enthusiasm to our meetings, which take place every third Friday 
(March- October) @ Equestrian Center lounge. Dues are $10.00. Contact Clare Scotti 
to learn more 661-238-3020.
• GREENHORNS - Provides an environment for horse and rider to learn cat-
tle-handling skills that are used in working cattle operations throughout the west. 
Contact President Denise Togami @ 805-231-8676, or Don McLaughlin @ 208-781-
8746.
• HORSEMAN’S ASSOCIATION - Promotes fellowship, equestrian activities and 
facilities. Supports acquisition and preservation of riding trails. Contact President 
Susan Mustaffa @ 661-538-0995 or smustaffa@outlook.com.
• MAKE IT SEW - To promote the advancement of sewing and quilting skills. 
Robyn Woodhouse 821-0603 or Teri Lindsey 805-304-7351.
• OAK TREE BRIDGE CLUB - Experience and enjoy the benefits the Bridge has to 
offer! Bob Nixon 661-823-9483.
• OAK TREE MEN’S GOLF - Meet the 2nd Tuesday every month in the Card Room 
at the OTCC at 9:00 a.m. Contact Mark Poindexter at 805-320-9444.
• OAK TREE WOMEN’S GOLF - Open play – Monday at 10:00; 9-hole playday – 
Wednesday at 10:00; 18-hole playday – Friday at 9:30. Those interested in playing 
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• W E L L N E S S •

TehachapiWellness.com

Dr. Chris Seeley
Upper Cervical Chiropractor

In Old Towne at 
20412 Brian Way, Bldg. 4

823-9355

Call Now For Your FREE Consultation

Heal the Root Cause:
• • Migraine HeadachesMigraine Headaches
• • Hip Imbalance/Short LegHip Imbalance/Short Leg
• • ScoliosisScoliosis
• • Arm & Leg Pain/NumbnessArm & Leg Pain/Numbness
• • Brain FogBrain Fog
• • High Blood PressureHigh Blood Pressure
• • Vertigo & Meniere’s DiseaseVertigo & Meniere’s Disease
• • Digestive DisordersDigestive Disorders
• • Seizure Disorders & EpilepsySeizure Disorders & Epilepsy
• • Chronic FatigueChronic Fatigue
No Twisting, Cracking, Jerking 
of the Head, Neck or Spine:
Gentle & Advanced Health Care

In Pain? 
Why Suffer?
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or joining, contact the Pro Shop at 821-5144 or Joy Webber at 661-300-1536 or 
email at cows4joy@sbcglobal.net.
• OLD GUYS POKER CLUB - Provide good fellowship, comradery, and sharing of 
mutual friends. Contact Bill Snow at 562-922-2661 for more information.
• PICKLE BALL - Promote Pickle Ball Play. Contact Rhonda Arbolante, 661-428-
7461, rhondaarbolante@gmail.com.
• PONY CLUB - BVSPC is part of the United States Pony Club, an organization which 
promotes the development of the young English or Western rider (ages 8-25). The 
Horsemasters’ branch focuses on enhancing adults’ current knowledge and skills. 
Contact Debbie Swarens at 661-821-0968 or Jena D’Cruz at is 661-817-2173.
• RC MODELERS - Anyone interested in RC Model Aviation or Model Cars are wel-
come to come join us in activities at our field and our meetings. Contact Dan Mason 
661-203-8398.
• SPORTSMAN’S CLUB - The club coordinates a wide variety of social, sports and 
RV activities. Contact Will Handley at 661-414-6489.
• TAILWAGGERS DOG CLUB - Contact Tailwaggers President, Kathy Kneer, 916-
878-6453, Kneer7546@gmail.com.
• TENNIS CLUB - Contact Rick Lund, Tennis Pro @ 747-0613

BVS SPECIAL INTERESTS AND
ORGANIZATIONS

• CERT – Training BVS residents to be prepared and ready to serve in the event of 
a local disaster situation. Contact David Shaw at tehachapicert@gmail.com, 661-
609-8365, https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiCERT/
• CO-ED SOFTBALL – Come on out for a non-competitive pickup game of soft-
ball. It’s perfect for anyone who can’t run, throw, or catch but wants to get a little 
exercise and a lot of laughs. Ages 50+ Tues. and Thurs. 3:00 pm. All Ages Sundays 
at 3:00 pm. Contact Lisa Burt @ 821-0850 or the_burt_family@yahoo.com
• CUB SCOUT TROOP 135 – Grades 1st through 5th grade. Contact Cub Master 
Jon Read 909-268-3297.
• EMERGENCY AMATEUR RADIO TEAM – This team is made up of licensed 
amateur radio operators in BVS who donate their services in times of an emer-
gency. Weekly net check-in Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. 146.700Mhz(-) PL123.0. 
Contact John Dan Mason @ (661) 203-8398
• FRIDAY NIGHT BRIDGE PARTY – Relaxed atmosphere for couples and sin-
gles to enjoy social Bridge. Contact Carol Burdick @ 821-7213 or Elaine Williams 
@ 821-5768
• GRIZZLIES SWIM TEAM – We swim year-round. Recreational and competi-
tive. Contact Debbie Papac @ 821-6541
• HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Provides an opportunity for good fellowship and en-
courages the residents of Bear Valley to become interested in the preservation of 
this community’s historical past. Contact Judy Reynolds @ 821-7035.
• LADIES BUNCO NIGHT – The dice start rolling at 3:00 PM and ends at 6:00 
PM. We meet at the Whiting Center the second Sunday of every month. Contact 
the Whiting Center 821-6641
• P & J BRIDGE CLUB – Contact Chris Schaeffer @ 661-771-2373
• TRAIL TREKKERS – Enhancing club member enjoyment of existing trail sys-
tem within Bear Valley. Increase knowledge in the safe long-distance. Contact 
Carol Miller @ 821-8966.
• SPINNERS AND WEAVERS – Exchanging of techniques & support. Contact 
Elaine Maxwell @ 821-1680 or Rona Samuels @ 821-5828.
• VOLUNTEERS IN POLICE SERVICE (VIPS) – Contact Jay Carlyn, Captain, at 
661-858-4106 or Karen Rathbun, Lieutenant for brochure and information.

110 East Tehachapi Blvd. • Tehachapi
CL #750346

The only unified soft flooring 
guaranteed to lay flat forever.

661-822-6959661-822-6959
661-979-7966661-979-7966
• Carpet • Hardwood
• Laminate • Vinyl
• Vinyl Planks • Tile
• Repairs
• Carpet Cleaning

for
CATS & 
DOGS

LLC

661-823-5400
TehachapiForRent.com
20693 Highway 202 • Tehachapi

Steve 
Rhodes
CalBre 01902558
Bear Valley Springs 
Resident

FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE

FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE • FOR LEASE
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Call Me if You 
Are Interested 

in Renting 
Your Home!

SPECIALIZING IN
Residential & Commercial

PROPERTIES

Our Mission is to provide exceptionally 
performing assets and increased equity for 
our owners, while providing a good value 
and a great place to live for our tenants.
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661-972-6774

Drapes, Blinds & Design by Charlotte
Wood Blinds • Solar Shades • Shutters • Cellular Shades

Custom Draperies • Residential & CommercialCustom Draperies • Residential & Commercial

Professional Installation • Over 30 Years Experience

charlotdem@yahoo.com

License 515683

Mike Magie PlumbingMike Magie Plumbing
Specializing in

Service & Repair
Water Heaters • Water & Gas Lines

Toilets • Faucets • Disposals
& Drain Cleaning

(661) 821-1262

10% DISCOUNT FOR FIRST RESPONDERS

We accept most
major credit cards

PAY ONLINE!
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The Lake Quality Advisory 
Committee has established goals 
to create a healthy ecosystem 
within the lakes, including di-
verse self-sustaining fish popu-
lations and re-established plant-
life to provide habitat, while 
improving water quality driven 

by continued water data moni-
toring. All of this is being done 
to support the BVSA lakes and 
enhance their recreational capa-
bilities for the community. With 
COVID keeping us at home the 
last two years, the lakes have 
been even more important to 
the Bear Valley Springs. In an 
effort to fulfill our goals, and 
the 5-year plan approved by the 
BVSA board, we have done a lot 

of work. We know you have seen 
some of it, but we are proud of 
the outcomes which are only 
possible because of this amazing 

community, so here are a few 
highlights:

Watershed: The drought 
made us very aware of the im-
portance of storing and pro-
tecting the water we have. To 
that end, following the advice 
of the USDA and outside con-
sultants, we have monitored the 
watershed, mapped Four Island, 
Jack’s Hole, and Cub lakes with 
sonar, and begun to deepen and 
design Jack’s Hole to reduce 
evaporative loss and increase 
water storage. Four Island has 
a granite bottom and Cub has 
a bentonite bottom, so increas-
ing water depth in these lakes 
would be costly and take a long 
time. Only Jack’s can be deep-
ened without increasing surface 
area and subsequent evapora-
tion, providing a great reservoir. 
LQAC developed plans with 
Mountain View Consulting, and 
other outside consultants, and 
began small digging projects in 
Fall 2021. You may have noticed 
we hit water at about 5-6 feet 
below the bottom! This project 
will continue with a designed 
peninsula for fishing and greater 
depth, providing both fish habi-
tat and increased water storage. 
In addition, depth gauges have 
been installed in the lakes to 
help monitor depth and water 
volume.

Water Quality: As docu-
mented across the U.S. and in 
our valley, all of our lakes are 
subject to runoff that carries 
unwanted nutrients from fertil-
izer, manure, effluent and other 
sources of nitrogen and phos-
phorus, which stimulate algae 
blooms. After a depressing 2020, 

Update on the lakes 
in Bear Valley and the 

Five-Year Plan
Submitted by

Lake Quality 
Advisory Committee  
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where we had to briefly close 
the Four Island lakes due to a 
cyanobacteria bloom, we have 
made great strides. The Spring 
2021 phoslock treatment has 
kept our orthophosphate (the 
unbound residue in the water) 
at 0.00. Phosphate is a key stim-
ulant for toxic cyanobacteria 
(blue-green algae), and we have 
bound it to prevent negative en-
vironmental effects. Because of 
the problem with cyanobacteria 
toxin in lakes across California, 
we began participating in the 
California State Harmful Al-
gal Bloom (HAB) reporting to 
keep our valley residents safe 
and this year we did not have 
to close the lake, although the 
majority of California lakes 
suffered from harmful blooms. 
Unfortunately, recently, we have 
had water entering the lake that 
is high in nitrates, which can-
not be bound like phosphorous. 
Nitrates are harmful to fish life 
and at very high levels, to hu-
mans as well. With Jack’s Hole 
and a new plan for pumping the 
water among the lakes through 
plant-rich ditches, we can al-
low plants to naturally absorb 
the nitrates and rehabilitate the 
water for our lakes. This plan 
was also validated through out-
side consulting and USDA best 
practices.

Plant Life: Four Island and 
Cub used to boast good green 
algae and aquatic plant-life. But 
the nutrient imbalance and the 
over-population of catfish creat-
ed a perfect storm to make the 
lake bottoms a barren desert. 
Using innovative technology 
and some genius from com-
mittee members, we have built 
and planted prototype floating 
islands that move with the wa-
ter levels, provide fish habitat, 
and can be moved directly in 
the path of run-off as a filter 
upon entering the lakes. These 
volunteers provided a great re-
source and opportunity to pilot 
test floating islands by creating 
two sizes using quality materi-
al instead of purchasing cost-
ly pre-made floating islands. 
LQAC has a green thumb and 
propagated a healthy water lily 
population with beautiful flow-
ers that grace our lakes when 

they come out of hibernation in 
the spring. The arduous work of 
volunteers saved a lot of money 
compared to purchasing more 
lilies, by propagating the tubers, 
caring and replanting them 
where needed.

Fish: The damage done by the 
bullhead overpopulation has 
been a tough challenge. Many 
residents have helped in the bat-
tle and the catfish derbies have 
been fun. Who knew we had 
some incredibly talented fish-
ermen, women and kids that 
could help us? These predato-
ry fish destroy both plants and 
young fish. Over six thousand 
pounds of bullhead were har-
vested last season. In addition, 
as Jack’s Hole and the 7th pond 
were drained/dried up, vol-
unteers helped net and trans-
fer between 4,000 and 6,000 
mid-sized crappie and 4,000 to 
5,000 green sunfish and golden 
shiners. These more mature fish 
will make great spring fishing 
and saved the association be-
tween $27,000- $51,000 in fish 
stocking fees in the future. The 
7th hole pond is being kept at a 
high-water level to act as a water 
reserve, but also to help main-
tain a fish and lily nursery we 
have established there. A recent 
“Young of the Year” fish study 

revealed that we have had fewer 
hatches and less growth among 
our fish populations than sim-
ilar water bodies (like Stallion 
Springs). This is most likely due 
to lack of fish habitat and ade-
quate food, such as insects and 
plants. Most recently, the resi-
dents donated Christmas trees, 
and 23 volunteers, including 
Kern fly fishermen, helped tie 
the trees to blocks and put them 
in Four Island and Cub lakes to 
provide fish habitat and places 
for insects to reproduce. Admit-
tedly a few trees got away, but 
we expect to clean those up and 
to have a much better fishing 
season this spring.

Recreation: Whether you just 

look at the lakes, walk the shore-
line, swim, fish, kayak, boat, or 
paddle, these lakes are jewels 
in our valley. Working with the 
Recreation Advisory Commit-
tee (RAC), we have coordinated 
to make the lakes accessible. We 
will continue to regularly test 
the water quality and update the 
LQAC 5-year plan to make this 
amenity even more valuable in 
the future. Water clarity in Jan-
uary was 18 inches for Cub, 24 
inches for Jack’s and 42 inches 
for Four Island.

Maintaining and protecting 
this ecosystem is a group ef-
fort and LQAC appreciates the 
amazing community participa-
tion.
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CALL NOW TO
PLACE YOUR AD!

To advertise 
your business 
in Bear Tracks, 

call 

661-822-8101 
or email 

beartracks@lookuptehachapi.com
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EXPERIENCE PAYS!
CALL

Marty Pay
MBA, CLU, LUTC-F

212 WEST F STREET • 822-3737 • 1-800-696-3933

Lic. #0450966
http://www.farmersagent.com/mpay/

email: mpay@farmersagent.com

Auto • Life
Home • Business

We will write Homeowners Insurance 
ANYWHERE in California, 

including Bear Valley Springs.

Eagle View Optometry
“We give you a better outlook”

• Comprehensive Eye and Vision Care

• Fashion Eyewear

• Contact Lenses

• Provider for Most Insurance Plans 

20231 VALLEY BLVD., SUITE G • TEHACHAPI
822-1212822-1212Dr. John E. Fagan

O P T O M E T R I S T

661-492-9928

Lilly Tapia-Montiel
CA. Ins. Lic # 0G91629 • NV. Ins. Lic # 3261826

GENERATOR TRANSFER SWITCHES
Power
Link

800.445.4826

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • EST.  1990FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • EST.  1990

C-10 LIC. #605873

All Major 
Credit Cards

Accepted



Bear Tracks 23



24 Goldfish Publications, LLC

Ellice Rubin DVM, DC
MOBILE EQUINE VETERINARY SERVICES

• Lameness • Geriatrics • Digital X-Ray
• Sports Medicine • Metabolic Analysis

• Dentistry • Ultrasound
• Nutrition Programs • Chiropractic Care

• AVMA/AAEP Practitioner

Bear Valley Resident (805) 708-5022
Dedicated to the Health and Well-being of horses

Vikki’s Pet Services LLCVikki’s Pet Services LLC
“Special care for the ones you LOVE most”“Special care for the ones you LOVE most”

Lic. #A-174Lic. #A-174

LARGE ANIMALLARGE ANIMAL
REMOVAL & DISPOSAL REMOVAL & DISPOSAL 

All Livestock, 24/7 • Compassionate Postmortem Transportation to: All Livestock, 24/7 • Compassionate Postmortem Transportation to: 
Burial • Cremation • NecropsyBurial • Cremation • Necropsy

Vikki Montegna Vikki Montegna • • 661-733-3335661-733-3335
Locally owned & operated by a caring horse owner & enthusiastLocally owned & operated by a caring horse owner & enthusiast

C O N S T R U C T I O N

DAVID ALLENDE
661-821-9870

A Bear Valley Springs Resident

www.dmaconstructioninc.com

REMODEL & HOME REPAIR EXPERT
We can help with all of your construction needs.

With over 30 years experience, we offer
free consultation, design ideas,

and upfront estimates.
Complete Room Makeovers • Bathroom & Kitchen Remodels

Windows & Doors • Driveways & Walkways • Painting
General Home Improvements/Repairs 

Tile & Vinyl Plank Flooring • Patios, Decks & More

Locally owned & operated
Lic. #690566

LOOK UP OUR 5-STAR 
RATING ON 

ANGIE’S LIST AND 
HOME ADVISOR!

In a quiet setting, 10 miles 
southwest of Tehachapi, lies 
the community of Bear Valley 
Springs. Within that small en-
clave lies the Oak Tree Country 
Club, a 9-hole course designed 
by Ted Robinson, Sr. in 1972.   
At an elevation of 4,400 feet, the 
course winds through the valley 
floor, with both elevated and 
low-level dual tees, for a full 18 
holes.  

Outside of the men’s and wom-
en’s clubs, a small group of golf-
ers, who have come to be known 
as the “Baggers,” was created to 
fill a small void of fun, laughter, 
and camaraderie. What started 
as just a time to get together, 

Randy Barker, Steve Vine, Carl 
Brooks, and Wayne Boudreau, 
would play a couple of times a 
week on their home course. 

Soon, others joined in and 
the Baggers were formed, play-
ing each Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday.  Golfers from all 
different backgrounds and ages 
started with 9-hole play and 
then moved on to the full 18. 
After each round, they would 
gather at the 19th hole patio for 
beverages, laughter and to trade 
quarters, which became a time 
to kid, rib and flaunt one’s win-
nings. You can always tell a Bag-
ger after the round as he would 
be the one carrying a purple 
Crown Royal bag, hopefully 
with enough quarters to pay for 
his daily outing and one quarter 
for the taco bag. At the end of 
each season, the quarters in the 

taco bag were put to good use, 
as the group would meet at the 
president’s house for a catered 
taco party to celebrate another 
year.  

With the passing of our long-
time firefighter friend, Carl 
Brooks, on Feb. 18, 2021, who 
was one of the founding four, the 
OTCC and Baggers recognize 
his devotion and contribution 
to the community by having a 
memorial golf tournament in 
his honor. 

Each year, as the group has 
grown, travel trips have been a 
mainstay, as trips to Las Vegas, 
Laughlin and Pahrump, have 
created excitement and antici-
pation of winning a few quar-
ters from peers. As can be seen, 
rain or snow does not deter the 
Baggers from their daily rou-
tine, and instead of a few cold 

beers, they may switch to coffee 
and Bailey’s. With each pass-
ing week, the group gains more 
new players joining together. We 
have regulars who play 18 holes 
three days a week and there are 
those who drop in once a month 
for the fun, laughter, camarade-
rie and sometimes, a few quar-
ters.   

These connections with the 
Baggers have gone on for more 
than 10 years and anyone with 
a few extra quarters can join. 
So, for those in the Bear Valley 
Springs – if you enjoy the com-
pany of old and young, want a 
few laughs, a lot of chiding and 
are not afraid to put a few quar-
ters to the test no matter what 
your handicap may be, call Oak 
Tree Country Club any Tuesday, 
Thursday or Saturday, and join 
the 10 a.m. Tee Time.   

Submitted by
Wayne Boudreau 
Contributing Writer

Once a Bagger always a Bagger: 
Bear Valley has something for everyone!
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General Tree ServiceGeneral Tree Service
Certified Arborist in business Certified Arborist in business 

since 1945since 1945

www.generaltreeserviceinc.com
661-323-3155 • 661-323-4365661-323-3155 • 661-323-4365

General Tree Service has been in business for over 60 years. We have all the right equipment for any project. 
We can remove any size tree and also have our own cranes and operators. We specialize in tree transplanting 
and have a Spade Truck. As a Certified Arborist company, we fertilize, diagnose & treat trees that are in need 
of a specialist. Our Arborist can also can make recommendations of replacing declining trees with more envi-
ronmental desirable tree for your area.

We do NOT top trees. We follow ISA (International Society of Arboriculture) standards, a world-wide organi-
zation for proper pruning practices.

Our motto is: If we can save a tree, we most definitely will.

P.D. Insured • CA Contractor’s License #973642

O UR  E Q UI P ME N T
Chippers – Tree Spades – Tractors – Hydro Crane

Aerial Buckets 75’ – Stump Grinder – Brush Loaders – Dump Trucks

• Ornamental Pruning, Lacing & Shaping • Crown Reduction
• Stump Grinding/Root Barriers • Palm Tree Fertilization • Deep Root Fertilization

• Tree Conservation • Sick Tree? Evaluation, Diagnosis and Replacement 
• Visit Our Nursery: Mature Trees and Landscape Boulders

• Insect and Disease Management • Tree Removal and Land Clearing
• Master Planning and Tree Relocation • Line Clearing and Right of Way

S E RV I C E S
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TEXT OF ADOPTED CHANGES TO 
ECC RULES

(Deletions are shown in strikethrough 
type and additions in boldface 

underlined type)

SECTION 114. General Appearance 
A. Garbage, Receptacles, Storage 
Areas, Etc.4. Antenna/Satellite Dish 
No owner may install or place or 
maintain any objects such as masts, 
towers, or poles on any residential lot 
without the written approval of the ECC. 
Satellite dishes with a major axis of not 
more than thirty-six (36) inches or a 
maximum face area of three (3) square 
feet may be installed below the roof line 
of the residence without ECC approval. 

Broad Band Installation that requires 
trenching may be done without ECC 
approval. In rare cases, cable might have 
to be strung from the pole on the CSD 
easement to the residence. If a new pole 
needs to be added it must be approved 
by the ECC. (Added 12/15/17)

Purpose and Effect of Proposed 
Changes

A new satellite provider is doing 
business in the area.  Their satellite 
dishes are rectangular rather than round. 
We are updating the rule to keep up with 
the most recent technology.

Bear Tracks 27

FREE ESTIMATES!

• Timely Installations
• Quality Workmanship
• Friendly & Professional Steve Olson

Ann & Robert

20577 South Street
661-822-4950

GREAT PRICES & QUALITY PARTSGREAT PRICES & QUALITY PARTS

Free alignment with the 
purchase of 4 new tires

Services
Brakes • Shocks • Struts • Tune-Ups

Oil Change • Wheel Alignments
Specialty Lift Kits • Batteries
and all Other Maintenance

All American
Automotive Service Center

RESERVE YOUR TRUCK TODAY!
661-823-4641

Specializing in Front End Work
• Front End Alignments

• Lift Kits • Computer Alignments

WE HAVE

MOVED!

20577 South St. at

the top of the street

on the right!

remove structures that impede 
the use of an easement. 

A common issue here in Bear 
Valley Springs is the build-
ing of fences on an easement. 
Some of these easements have 
drainage structures on them, 
which could be anything from 
an earthen ditch to a concrete 
v-drain or covered pipe. Fences 
catch leaves and debris, creat-
ing blockages that increase the 
potential for flooding on the 
property. Fences also make it 
difficult for personnel or equip-
ment to access the easement for 
maintenance activities. 
Right-of-Way

A Right-of-Way (ROW) is 
“the legal right, established by 
usage or grant, to pass along a 
specific route through grounds 
or property belonging to an-
other.” A great example of 
ROW here in the district is our 
roads. Some may not realize 
that the ROW is much broad-
er than the pavement in the 
roadway. While a typical street 
in the district may have pave-
ment that is 27’ wide (Deertrail 
Drive, for example), the ROW 
is much wider – in some cas-
es up to 15’ more on each side 
(depending upon the location 
and designation of the road: 
Arterial, collector, residential). 

Road ROWs measure from 
the center of the roadway. 

However, sometimes cen-
ter-points may not line up 
with the center striping we see 
on the pavement – a point to 
consider when planning struc-
tures, permanent landscaping, 
or other domestic property 
uses. Residents must be careful 
not to install any items, includ-
ing mirrors for sight distance, 
reflectors, non-authorized 
signs, etc., within the right-of-
way.

Within Bear Valley Springs’ 
boundaries, the district is re-
sponsible for maintenance 
work and other authorized 
use of the rights-of-way. We 
respond to the best of our abil-
ities to requests for signs, strip-
ing, reflectors, and other traffic 
control devices. We take great 
pride in understanding how to 
maintain our roadways prop-
erly. We will also do our best 
to explain why we do what we 
do as far as maintenance in the 
roadway and work with our 
residents to solve any issues 
that may arise while using Dis-
trict roads.

The Bear Valley CSD staff are 
happy to be of assistance if you 
have any questions. We are here 
to serve our community, and 
we will work hard to maintain 
the quality of life that can only 
be found in our beautiful valley. 
You can contact us at 661-821-
4428, Monday through Friday, 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

WE NEED YOUR PHOTOS!WE NEED YOUR PHOTOS!
Bear Tracks is currently looking for cover photo 

submissions for future issues. 
Photos must be shot at high resolution to be considered. 

Images should be saved as jpg, tiff or psd. Please do not crop, resize, 
sharpen or heavily retouch images before sending them.  

Photos may be submitted to katatonyk@gmail.com
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BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS ASSOCIATION
29541 Rollingoak Dr. • Tehachapi, CA 93561 • (661) 821-5537

Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
AnitaB@bvsa.org • www.BVSA.org

ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Butch Reyburn .......................................................................................President
Guy Munday................................................................................. Vice-President
Adam Tiefenthaler ................................................................................Treasurer
Anita Bauer ............................................................................................Secretary
Wesley Shryock .......................................................................... Parliamentarian
Dain Hurst ............................................................................................... Director 
Peggy Bergman-Smith ........................................................................... Director

Monthly open meetings of the Board are held on the
3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm at the OTCC.

PERSONNEL AND BOARD DIRECTORS CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Adam Tiefenthaler .....................................821-5537 x231, AdamT@bvsa.org
Board Treasurer
Anita Bauer ................................................. 821-5537 x231, AnitaB@bvsa.org
Board Secretary
Butch Bolterman ................................................. 821-3960, ButchB@bvsa.org
Equestrian Center Manager
Butch Reyburn ............................................821-5537 x231, ButchR@bvsa.org
Board President
Dain Hurst ....................................................821-5537 x231, DainH@bvsa.org
Board Director
Debbie Papac ...................................................... 821-6641, DebbieP@bvsa.org
Recreation Manager
Duane Gore ...............................................821-5144 x232, DuaneG@bvsa.org
Golf Pro
Guy Munday ...................................................... 821-5537 x231, guy@bvsa.org
Board Vice-President
Lynn McKettrick .........................................821-5537 x213, LynnM@bvsa.org
Human Resources Manager
Malissa Rodriguez...................................821-5521 x224, MalissaR@bvsa.org
Food and Beverage Director
Mark Gonzales ............................................ 821-5537 x231, MarkG@bvsa.org
Facilities Maintenance Manager
Peggy Bergman-Smith ..............................821-5537 x231, PeggyB@bvsa.org
Board Director
Rick Lund .................................................................747-0613, RickL@bvsa.org
Tennis Pro

Wesley Shryock ......................................... 821-5537 x219, WesleyS@bvsa.org
General Manager

BEAR VALLEY COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
28999 S. Lower Valley Rd. • Tehachapi CA 93561 • (661) 821-4428

kmcewen@bvcsd.org • www.BVCSD.com
CSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Gregory Hahn ........................................................................................President
Steve Roberts ................................................................................ Vice-President
John Grace ............................................................................................... Director
Charles Jensen ......................................................................................... Director
Terry Quinn ............................................................................................ Director

The CSD Board of Directors meets the 2nd Thursday of each month 
at 6 pm at the District Office. You are invited!

MANAGEMENT STAFF
William J. Malinen ..................................................................General Manager
Tim Melanson ...............................................................................Chief of Police
Hamed Jones .................................................Administrative Services Director
Will Parks .................................................................................Water Supervisor
Daniel Haggard ........................................................................Roads Supervisor
Jason Parks ..................................................................... Wastewater Supervisor
Larry Wiggins ....................................................... General Services Supervisor

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE*
Administration ..................................11:00 am; 3rd Wednesday of the month
Communication......................................1:00 pm; 3rd Thursday of the month
Finance ..................................................9:00 am; 3rd Wednesday of the month
Infrastructure .......................................... 9:00 am; 3rd Thursday of the month
Public Safety ............................................3:00 pm; 3rd Thursday of the month
Liaison ................................................... 10:00 am; 2nd Thursday of the month

* Committees meet bi-monthly in even months

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS PHONE NUMBERS
Animal Control ............................................................................. 868-7100
Association ................................................................................... 821-5537
Association Fax ............................................................................ 821-5406
Bear Valley CSD, bvcsd.com ....................................................... 821-4428
CSD Fax .......................................................................................... 821-0180
Country Store ............................................................................... 821-3102
Equestrian Center ........................................................................ 821-3960
Fire Dept. (business).................................................................... 821-1110
Gate (passes) ................................................................................ 821-5261
Gate Fax ......................................................................................... 821-3507
Golf Shop....................................................................................... 821-5144
Mulligan Room ............................................................................. 821-4107
Oak Tree Country Club ................................................................ 821-5521
Oak Tree Tennis ............................................................................ 821-6523
Police Dept .................................................................................... 821-3239
Post Office ..................................................................................... 821-6834
Road Conditions ................................................................ (800) 427-7623
Weather Information .................................................................. 393-2340
Whiting Center ............................................................................. 821-6641

Publishers: 
Goldfish Publications, LLC (Ron & Sheree Fishgold)

20437 Brian Way, Suite F
Tehachapi, CA 93561

Phone: 661-822-8101 Fax: 661-822-9140

E-mail Address: 
Advertising - beartracks@lookuptehachapi.com

Billing - btinfo@lookuptehachapi.com

Circulation: Each issue of Bear Tracks is mailed to property owners of 
record (approximately 3,200) via the US Postal Service every month. 
The balance of the 4,200 copies printed are made available at various 
locations throughout Bear  Valley.

Submissions: Articles and/or photos may be submitted to: Anita Bau-
er 821-5537 ext 231 or anitab@bvsa.org.

Bear Tracks Advertisers save the BVSA and CSD thousands of dollars 
each month in publishing and circulation costs. You can show your 
appreciation to these advertisers by patronizing their businesses 
and letting them know you saw their ad in Bear Tracks.

Bear Tracks is a monthly magazine offered to the property owners and residents of Bear Valley Springs 
for the purposes of communicating important information and sharing interesting articles on life in 
our community. The content in this publication is provided solely by the Bear Valley Springs Associa-
tion. Goldfish Publications, LLC assumes no liability for any inaccurate, delayed or incomplete informa-
tion nor for the opinions expressed in each article.

Bear Tracks
Bear Valley Springs
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• Friendly Professional Service
• Competitive Rates

• Experienced Lender

Serving Tehachapi & the Surrounding Area for Over 30 Years

NMLS #232272 Licensed by the Department of Real Estate #01187570. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Jodi McCann
MORTGAGE BROKER

JODI@LENDER2.COM • FAX: 823-4902
20437 Brian Way, Unit G  • Tehachapi, CA 93561

NMLS #232272 • DRE #01187570

661-823-4900

VA, FHA 
Conventional
Reverse Mortgage
203K, HomePath
USDA/RD 
HARP


