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A recent California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife study 
found that 88% of raptors and 
95% of mountain lions tested 
had exposure to anticoagulant 

rodenticides. These poisons 
can cause animals to suffer 
from internal bleeding, mange 
or organ failure and sicken 
them so they are unable to find 
food or avoid predators.

California is the first state in 
the nation to restrict use of all 
blood-thinning rat poisons due 

to their unintended effect on 
mountain lions, birds of prey 
and other animals.

Gov. Gavin Newsom recent-
ly signed a bill that expands an 
existing moratorium to all an-
ticoagulant rodenticides, with 
only limited exceptions.

The poison prevents an ani-
mal’s blood from clotting and 
cause it to die from internal 
bleeding. When owls, hawks, 
bobcats, mountain lions, and 
other predators eat a poisoned 
rodent the poison is passed on. 
Additionally, it’s important to 
avoid accidental consumption 
by pets with fatal results. 

The law creates civil penal-
ties. Anyone who sells or uses 
the poisons in violation of the 
law is subject to a fine of up to 
$25,000 per day for each viola-
tion.

The law text notes that an-
imals “are able to subjective-
ly feel and perceive the world 
around them” and that the 
“Legislature has an interest in 

ensuring that human activities 
are conducted in a manner that 
minimizes pain, stress, fear and 
suffering for animals and re-
flects their intrinsic value.”

Alternative rodent control 
methods that are more envi-
ronmentally friendly and help 
maintain ecological balance:

1. Exclusion techniques:
• Seal entry points in build-

ings
• Use weatherstripping and 

door sweeps
• Install mesh screens on 

vents and openings
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November 2024 Bear Tracks cover photo  
taken by Toshimi Kristof

“SHUNKAHA”
(Wolf in Lakota) – 26” h x 20” w Ink 

The wolf is very loyal to his or her 
pack and they are great teachers. 

Wolves can teach you to have balance 
between your family’s needs and 

your own needs for a happy life. Wolf 
can teach you in both family and 

community, that there needs to be 
balance between me and us. Wolf is 
the animal for people born between 

Feb. 19th - March 20th.

For a private showing at 
CHARISSE FINE ART Studio 

in Bear Valley Springs, Tehachapi, please contact:
info@charissefineart.com | www.charissefineart.com

Greeting Cards & Prints are also available.

“SHUNKAHA” will be on 
display at the Mulligan 

Room in BVS for the 
month of November

E X P E R I E N C E  M A T T E R S

610 Bailey Ave., Tehachapi • 661-331-3618
www.dcsrvcenter. com

RV Parts, 
Service, Collision 

& Storage
We provide 

everything but your 
destination!

R&J Doormaster Sales, Inc.R&J Doormaster Sales, Inc.

661-831-6299661-831-6299
661-831-7788661-831-7788

Fax 661-831-8299Fax 661-831-8299
License #486992License #486992

Monique – Bear Valley Resident
1901 South Chester Ave. • Bakersfield, CA 933041901 South Chester Ave. • Bakersfield, CA 93304

Email – doormastersls@att.netEmail – doormastersls@att.net

California enacts restrictions on 
rat poisons to protect wildlife

Submitted by
BVS Wildlife 

Coalition  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22



Bear Tracks 3

20+ years experience specializing in Bear Valley 
properties.

Each office is independently owned and operated.

BEAR BEAR VALLEY’S VALLEY’S 
PROVEN SALES TEAMPROVEN SALES TEAM

EmilyEmily
TercyTercy

559 559 310-0337310-0337
Cal DRE #02196094Cal DRE #02196094

CarolCarol
MillerMiller

661 661 972-6044972-6044
Cal DRE #01744133Cal DRE #01744133

SOLDSOLD
26660 Cedar Creek BVS 26660 Cedar Creek BVS rep buyer & sellerrep buyer & seller  $470,000  $470,000
18510 Glenview SS rep buyer $345,00018510 Glenview SS rep buyer $345,000

YOUR YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOOD

REALTORS!REALTORS!
MY LISTINGS SELL! Call me today for a free market analysis on your home or ranch property.

Theresa Mann
Voted Tehachapi’s BEST & FAVORITE 

Realtor 2016-2022!

661
205-4088

Cal BRE #01281667

Equestrian Experience! Turnkey rustic equestrian ranch nestled on 2.78 prime valley floor acres. 4B/3B approx 
3,171sf. Designed for the equestrian enthusiast, the property includes a 5-stall barn, tack room, & ample outdoor 
amenities. Rustic Interior living space. Generous  space for family & friends. Fully owned solar panels, offering 
energy efficiency & reduced utility costs. 600sf Workshop bay within the 5-car garage, equipped with an RV door, 
additional storage & indoor dog kennel. Wheelchair Accessibility. Recently installed roof & rain gutters. Property is 
fenced & cross-fenced, featuring an arena, multiple turnouts, and paddocks. Centrally located directly across from 
horse trail access, providing easy & convenient riding opportunities. Fantastic Opportunity at $1,100,000

Wishing all of 
Bear Valley 
a wonderful
Thanksgiving!

SOLD last month by Theresa...
28881 Shannon #19 $227,000 rep buyer
26840 Echo Ct. $345,000 rep buyer 
29801 Skyline $399,000 rep seller SOLD full price 
511 D Street $415,000 rep seller SOLD over full price 
18580 Kern Ct. $635,000 rep buyer

LAND
0 N. Mill St. $225,000 rep buyer & seller SOLD full price 

With a grateful heart, wishing all With a grateful heart, wishing all 
of Bear Valley a Most Wonderful of Bear Valley a Most Wonderful 
Thanksgiving! Thank you for Thanksgiving! Thank you for 

your continued Trust!your continued Trust!

Also Also 
offering offering 

Home Home 
Repair and Repair and 
Handyman Handyman 

Services!Services!

LAWHON
CUSTOM 

WELDING
WELDING 

PRECISION THAT 
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

(707) 477-1833(707) 477-1833

Mobile WeldingMobile Welding
SPECIALIZING IN SPECIALIZING IN 

STAINLESS & ALUMINUMSTAINLESS & ALUMINUM

CORT’S HOMECORT’S HOME
REPAIRREPAIR

LOCAL IN TEHACHAPI
Cort Lawhon • 28 Years Experience
Certified & Insured • Lic. #973771

scubawelder@gmail.com

To advertise in Bear Tracks, call 661-822-8101

THE HEAT SOURCE
661-823-0117

20817 South Street • Tehachapi
FIREPLACE CLEANING
Single Story Chimney Sweep 

$140.00
Two-Story Chimney Sweep 

$160.00
Pellet Stove Annual Service 

$175.00
NOW OFFERING SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS!NOW OFFERING SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS!



MUNOZKari
RE/MAX TEHACHAPI

661-350-3537
Karimunozrealtor@gmail.com • Cal BRE#01942121

DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS INCRED-
IBLY PRICED, MOVE-IN READY 
HOME CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ON 
A CUL-DE-SAC NEAR SCHOOLS AND 
SHOPPING! This charming home offers 
a comfortable living space with 3 bedrooms 
and two bathrooms. The living room, dining 
room, kitchen, hallway and master bedroom 
has been upgraded with beautiful engineered 
wood flooring. Kitchen offers stainless steel 
appliances and plenty of cabinet space. Fireplace in the living room, split wing concept and an open floor plan makes this 
house feel warm and cozy. Dining room has a newer slider that looks out onto an amazing backyard with a covered patio. For 
your convenience the backyard is ready for family, friends and pets to enjoy, providing space for outdoor entertaining. This 
landscaped backyard could be your own outdoor, relaxing paradise.Newer furnace and windows are another plus you get with 
this home, along with an extra gated driveway. $325,000 

4 BD, 2 BATH HOME LOCATED CLOSE 
TO SCHOOLS, FREEWAYS AND 
DOWNTOWN TEHACHAPI! Drive through 
this diresable neighborhood and up to this 
charming home that offers a landscaped front 
yard, sidewalks and mountain views. Living room 
has an functional open floor plan with newer 
engineered wood flooring and a fireplace in the 
dining area. Kitchen has granite countertops, 
pantry and newer stainless steel appliances. 4 
Bedrooms gives this home and your family so 
many options. Generously sized master bedroom 
will impress you and a walkin closet is always a plus! Large backyard, has concrete around the house and a open roof patio.
For your convenience the backyard is fully fenced, ready for family, friends and pets to enjoy. This home sits on a generous .21 
acre lot with an large expansive backyard, providing space for outdoor entertaining, activities and outbuildings. $399,000 

P E N D I N G !
P E N D I N G !
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661-805-2017
LOCAL TEHACHAPI HVAC CONTRACTOR SINCE 2000

INSTALLATION • REPLACEMENTINSTALLATION • REPLACEMENT
REPAIR • MAINTENANCEREPAIR • MAINTENANCE
AIR QUALITY SERVICESAIR QUALITY SERVICES

CALL FOR CALL FOR 
WINTER WINTER 

SPECIALS!SPECIALS!

Authorized Carrier Deale
r

Authorized Carrier Deale
r

Buy Carrier and get top quality!Buy Carrier and get top quality!

Parking violations will soon be enforced!

Good afternoon Bear Valley! 
This is always a tough subject to 
address, as we have had some dis-
crepancies with enforcement and 
policies in the past. Not blaming 
anyone; previous boards have 
tried to be very lenient with re-
spect to enforcing the parking 
problems. Unfortunately, we here 
at BVS, have been experiencing 

an uptick in parking issues, in 
both the handicap spots and the 
marked no parking areas. We 
have had new signs posted that 
are clear and legible, with the BVS 
rule #117 posted. 

Rule 117 NUISANCE has a 
number of moving parts, but the 
section that applies to parking 
in particular is: “unreasonably 
interfere with the other owner’s 
enjoyment and use of their lots, 
Common areas or Communi-
ty facilities.” This will allow our 
Rangers to write a warning/vio-

lation form and submit it to the 
board of directors for a show 
cause hearing. The board of di-
rectors will have the ability to 
meet with the violator, discuss the 
issue and assess a warning or fine. 

I cannot emphasize enough 
how important we leave the 
handicap spots open and avail-
able for the folks who need them 
most. We, at the BVSA, get calls 
on a regular basis from members 
complaining that there is some-
one parking in a handicap spot or 
in the no parking spot, and they 

want it to be enforced. This is an 
attempt to address those con-
cerns within our community.

Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation and understanding.

Submitted by
Jim Panek 

BVSA Board Director

Your Local Agent   
Lilly Tapia-Montiel   Licensed Insurance Agent
Call me for a FREE consultation with no obligation to enroll
Office: 661-495-0087   TTY 711 • Cell: 661-492-9928
lillyh0109@yahoo.com    CA Lic. #0G91629

N E E D  H E L P  O R  WA N T  M O R E  F R O M 
YO U R  M E D I C A R E  I N S U R A N C E ??

Turning 65? Retiring Soon?
Make the right decision – Get the information you need and avoid common mistakes.

Open enrollment starts Oct. 15-Dec. 7
This is a solicitation for insurance.

Come visit me at my office Fridays from 10am-4pm at
The Village Collective • 122 S. Green St ., Suite 5 • Tehachapi
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661-972-7218
ChristyRabe@gmail.com 

Broker/Owner
Lic. #01505500

YourPlatinumRealtyGroup.comYourPlatinumRealtyGroup.com

Bear Valley
Resident

Since 2001

Redefining Real Estate
Refined Country Living.  This Bear Valley Springs 4BD/2BA/2,348SF 
horse property boasts a split-wing floor plan, bamboo floors, elevated 
ceilings & custom finishes throughout. Bright kitchen equipped w/ double 
ovens, quartz counters, custom cabinets, pantry & large island w/ eat-at 
bar. The master suite is a retreat w/ en-suite bathroom, walk-in closet, dual 
vanities, spacious tiled shower, & freestanding tub. 3-car garage, owned 
solar, on 1.24 acre horse property, w/ shelters, room for trailer & RV parking.  

Amazing Mountain Retreat!!  This Bear Valley Springs 
3BD/2BA/2,123SF + office/den home has been lovingly cared for by original 
owners. Split-wing floor plan, open living room w/ fireplace, formal dining 
area w/ views, & a breakfast nook. Bright kitchen w/ granite counters, 
double ovens & lots of cabinets. Primary suite w/ extra large bdrm, ensuite 
bath w/ tub, shower, dual vanities & walk-in closet. Oversized laundry room, 
central heat/AC, all set on 7.74 acres of oak studded property with views!!

Panoramic Views! Contemporary 2BD/1.75BA/1,650SF home offers 
breathtaking views of Bear Valley Springs, Cummings Valley, & beyond. Open 
concept living space, vaulted ceilings w/ picture windows w/ newer screens 
& cozy kitchen w/ eat-at island. Upstairs, the oversized primary bedroom 
includes a sitting room & loft w/ expansive views. Updated inside & out w/ 
replaced siding & full exterior paint which add to longevity. Plus enjoy the 
many amenities & events Bear Valley Springs has to offer.

Vista Views! This captivating Bear Valley retreat has 3BD/2BA/1,467SF & 
breathtaking views from every window. Open floor plan w/ spacious great 
room, cozy pellet stove & high ceilings. Fully equipped kitchen, bright dining 
area & wrap-around breakfast bar. Master suite is a private haven, w/ large 
walk-in closet, renovated bathroom w/ jetted tub & tiled shower. Finished 
garage to accommodate your storage or project needs. Situated on 2 acres, 
enjoy sweeping vistas & the surrounding natural beauty.

2 8 5 5 1  B e a r  Va l l ey  R o a d  -  $ 6 9 0 , 0 0 0 2 6 7 5 0  E l  Ca m i n o  D r  -  $ 4 6 9 , 5 0 0

2 7 9 8 1  Sk y l i n e  D r  -  $ 4 6 2 , 5 0 0 3 0 3 7 0  R o l l i n g o a k  D r.  -  $ 4 4 5 , 0 0 0

Good afternoon Bear Valley! 
We are moving quickly towards 
the holiday season, so the Envi-
ronmental Control Committee 
would like to send out a friend-
ly reminder regarding holiday 
lighting. Section 113 (B) of the 
ECC rules reads as follows: The 
display of holiday lights during 
legal federal holidays and holi-
days when lighting is tradition-
ally displayed does not require 
approval from the ECC. The 
caveat is that the rule also states 
“The holiday lights can be in-
stalled no sooner than 4 (four) 

weeks prior to the holiday 
and must be removed 4 (four) 
weeks after the holiday”. 

We encourage all residents to 
get into the holiday spirit, with 
a small caution that with new 
technologies, brighter lights, 
moving figures, and decora-
tions that move, make noises 
and play musical tunes, that you 
consider neighbors proximity. 
Lastly, all lights must go out by 
10:30 p.m. The ECC and staff 
appreciate your cooperation in 
advance. Have a wonderful and 
healthy holiday season!

The holidays are upon us!

661-972-6774

Drapes, Blinds & Design by Charlotte
Wood Blinds • Solar Shades • Shutters • Cellular Shades

Custom Draperies • Residential & CommercialCustom Draperies • Residential & Commercial

Professional Installation • Over 30 Years Experience

charlotdem@yahoo.com
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We all love BVS, but occa-
sionally, we lust for some truly 
dark skies. So on Friday, Sept. 
27, the BVS Astronomy Club 
took a road trip up Hwy 395 
to Cedar Flat Campground at 
an elevation of 7,300’ in the 
mountains east of Big Pine. The 

weather cooperated spectacu-
larly with warm days followed 
by cool nights and exceptional-
ly clear skies. The remote dark-
ness, elevation and dry atmo-
sphere gave views of the Milky 
Way horizon-to-horizon – a 
sight few ever get to experience! 

The four telescopes that set up 
showed faint nebulae and gal-
axies one just won’t see with 
less than superior conditions.

Our path took us by the Ow-
ens Valley Radio Observatory 
where we were treated to a tour 

of the facility by the observa-
tory director, Dr Dale Gary. 
Dr Gary presented a lecture to 
the club at our August meet-
ing which gave us some back-
ground for understanding what 
we were shown. Leaving the 

Astronomy Club dark sky camping trip

OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY
A Division of C&M Overhead Doors, Inc.

License 881400

Kern County Office
661-823-9210

Antelope Valley Office
661-946-7000

SALES • SERVICE • GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

Photo by Denise Lewis

Photo by Mark Evanetich
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S E R V I N G  B V S  S I N C E  1 9 8 7 !

www.bvsproperties.com661-331-1514 DRE #00986934

A stand-alone 2-story, 2-bedroom condo with a lovely spacious yard & garden area with a peek-a-boo view to the Bear valley Springs golf course! Step inside this light & open condo with like 
new hardwood flooring. Proceed into your spacious great room with a near new pellet stove & French doors which open to your covered patio & lovely yard. There is both a breakfast bar & dining area for 
entertaining. Your galley kitchen has ample storage, a newer stove, water heater & patio access too! A full bathroom & large bedroom with patio access complete the main level. Upstairs enjoy a huge 2nd 
loft bedroom with great views, a walk-in closet & a 2nd full bathroom. Enjoy the Bear Valley Springs lifestyle & all the amenities! Offered for $254,500

observatory, we caravanned up 
the mountain, set up our camps 
and congregated for a group 
potluck dinner while awaiting 
with anticipation for nightfall. 
And we were far from disap-
pointed! The consensus was 

“WOW!”
After far too little sleep, sever-

al adventurous souls made the 
trek farther up the mountain 
on Saturday to visit the Ancient 
Bristlecone Pine Forest. Re-
turning sunburned but invigo-

rated, we settled in for a second 
night of observing. If anything, 
Saturday night seemed even 
clearer and darker. This is an 
experience that puts our every-
day lives into perspective and is 
one that everyone should have 

occasionally. It was with some 
reluctance that after another 
sleep deprived night, we broke 
camp and headed for home. 
But not before beginning to 
plan for our return next year.
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Joe
Morones
562
201-2887
DRE #01954095

Doug
Slavin
661
805-7707
DRE #01961857

Lindsay V.
(Villalpondo)
661
809-5169
DRE #02193960CALL ME LINDSAY VCALL ME LINDSAY V©©

Descygene
Simunovich
661
238-5310
DRE #02124818

M I R A M A R  I N T E R N AT I O N A LM I R A M A R  I N T E R N AT I O N A L
6 9 5  T u c k e r  R o a d ,  S u i t e  B  •  T e h a c h a p i ,  C A   9 3 5 6 1  •  6 6 1 - 8 2 2 - 2 3 8 76 9 5  T u c k e r  R o a d ,  S u i t e  B  •  T e h a c h a p i ,  C A   9 3 5 6 1  •  6 6 1 - 8 2 2 - 2 3 8 7

Shannon
Valdez
661
477-8844
DRE #02158272

Raye Bugnosen
661 345-4302
DRE #02081691  

Scott Thatcher
661 205-9644
DRE #02005268

We’re grateful for the trust and 
support of our incredible clients 
and friends. Thank you for 
letting us be a part of your 
homeownership journey. 
Wishing you a season 
of joy and new 
beginnings.

Terry
Gardner
661
549-9498
DRE #01281283

Ahhh, welcome to Novem-
ber! For me, this month kicks 
off crisper evenings, shorter 
chilly days, football, the return 
of those cozy sweaters, bon-
fires, s’mores, pumpkin pie, 
puppy snuggles, muddy paws, 
and wagging tails! I am so 
ready!

Thanksgiving is just around 
the corner…a time for grat-
itude and appreciation, and 
for gathering with family and 
friends gather to reflect on 
the goodness and abundance 
in our lives. I am grateful for 
the new friends we have met 
this year, as well as the forever 
friends we will always cherish 
and love. Funny thing about 
gratitude; when we are grateful 
for the people and things that 
surround us, our own lives are 
enriched too. 

When I think of what I am 
most thankful for, I think of 
Project Hope and how it all be-
gan. Tailwaggers’ (TW) Proj-
ect Hope started with an idea, 

a little flash of light and spark 
we felt compelled to follow. 
Pam Miller and I attended an 
informational dinner about 
the City of Bakersfield Ani-
mal Care Center (the Center) 
around Thanksgiving in 2023. 
At the dinner, Matthew Buck 
(Center Director), Josh Proctor 
(Behaviorist), and Dr. Nicole 
Elher (veterinarian) explained 
the plight of the homeless pups 
at the Center and it stirred 
something deep inside of us. 
Before long, we found a group 
of like-minded people who 
felt the same way, and it soon 
became a TW mission to help 
animals in the Center find their 
forever people. 

From there, things moved 
quickly. Matthew and Josh not 
only welcomed us, but they 
also gave us a glimpse into the 
day-to-day shelter workings. 
We had no idea that they trans-
ported dogs to Canada, Wash-
ington, and other places to save 
more lives. This is a unique 
concept that few shelters adopt 
because it requires working 
harder. Nor were we aware that 
they have clinics to neuter and 

spay animals for city residents 
for free or low cost. They also 
have an outreach program with 
Unity K-9 to give free food 
and vaccines for the homeless 
population dogs. One of my fa-
vorite programs is ‘The Learn-
ing Center,’ where schools can 
bring their students to learn 
and experience shelter life. The 

list of special programs and ac-
tivities goes on and on. How 
privileged we are to be a small 
part of it!

Project Hope provides an 
extraordinary opportunity 
for TW to work closely with 
Center staff while putting a 
spotlight on the plight of the 

Tailwaggers’ 
Project Hope

Submitted by
Molly Mackin 

Tailwaggers Dog Club

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27
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While LQAC is out and about 
in the valley, we are often asked 
where the water comes from 
that fills our lakes and how does 
the Bear Valley Springs Asso-
ciation (BVSA) use this lake 
water. I hope that in the next 
few paragraphs I can provide a 
brief overview which will shed 
some light on this topic. There 
are three amenity water bodies 
occurring on the valley floor 
which the BVSA oversees. These 
are Four Island Lake, Cub Lake, 
and Jacks Hole. In addition to 
these three there are two more 
seasonally occurring waterbod-
ies known as the Jamaica Dunes 
basin, and Surprise Lake which 
the Bear Valley Community Ser-
vice District (BVCSD) oversee. 
For the purposes of this article, 

I will primarily focus on the 
BVSA amenity lakes.

To understand the entire wa-
tershed system, the LQAC start-
ed by looking at how Bear Valley 
was originally designed. In the 
beginning, there were no lakes 
within the valley. The developer 
(Dart) created Four Island Lake 
and Cub Lake as irrigational and 
recreational park lakes. Drain-
ages were shaped to carry water 
into these lakes and overflow 
once the lakes were full. The golf 
course was designed to be irri-
gated directly from Four Island 
Lake. In the early 80’s, it was ap-
parent that the lakes could ben-
efit from an additional supple-
mental water source. This led to 
the creation of Jacks Hole, which 
was dug out from a temporarily 
occurring .5-acre seasonal pond 
to form a holding reservoir that 
would provide additional water 
to Four Island Lake and Cub 
Lake. The easiest way to under-

stand the system is to look at it 
in terms of a calendar year. As 
this is being published in No-
vember, it’s fitting to start with 
the fall.

Around the end of November, 
as fall ends and winter begins, 
the lakes are generally at their 
lowest levels awaiting the coming 
rainy season. Four Island Lake’s 
managed depth goal in Novem-
ber is for it to be 6 feet deep. As 
the rain falls, it runs through 
manmade/sculpted drainages 
to flow into each of these water 
bodies. The water bodies are also 
connected via these manmade 
ditches. Water flows into Sur-
prise Lake, which overflows and 
allows water to pass downstream 
into Cub Lake. Once Cub Lake 
is full, water then flows over the 
dam and moves into Jacks Hole. 
The water level in Jacks hole is 
controlled via a gate valve that 
is installed at the dam. As water 
overflows or passes through the 

Dam, it moves downstream into 
Four Island Lake. Throughout 
the rainy fall/winter season, the 
lake levels are closely monitored 
during each rain event. Once 
Four Island Lakes reaches full 
capacity, the gate valve at Four 
Island Lake is opened/closed to 
regulate lake levels and prevent 
flooding of the second hole. Be-
ginning in 2022, all the water 
which has been released from 
Four Island Lake is being re-
corded and tracked. Four Island 
Lake generally fills before Jacks 
hole and three years ago, the 
BVSA began transferring water 
from Four Island Lake into Jacks 
Hole to help ensure that Jacks 
Hole reaches full pool. Typically, 
this occurs in March. The over-
all management goal is that by 
the end of April, Cub Lake, Jacks 
Hole, and Four Island Lake will 
all be at full capacity. 

Moving into late spring, 
around the beginning of May, 

Where does the lake water come from?
Submitted by
Fred Hicks 

Lake Quality Advisory
Committee (LQAC) Chair
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www.paragontreecare.com

661-747-0362661-747-0362

OPEN 24 HOURS
Your most trusted local 
tree care professionals.

Contact Us for a Free Estimate

• Crown cleaning, shaping• Crown cleaning, shaping
& reduction& reduction

• Mistletoe removal• Mistletoe removal
• Tree removal• Tree removal

• Tree stump grinding• Tree stump grinding
• Land clearing• Land clearing

& much more& much more

Contractors State Lic. #1074941 • CGL & Workers’ Comp. Insured
paragontreecare@gmail.com

Ann & Robert

20577 South Street
661-822-4950

GREAT PRICES & QUALITY PARTSGREAT PRICES & QUALITY PARTS

Free alignment with the 
purchase of 4 new tires

Services
Brakes • Shocks • Struts • Tune-Ups

Oil Change • Wheel Alignments
Specialty Lift Kits • Batteries
and all Other Maintenance

All American
Automotive Service Center

RESERVE YOUR TRUCK TODAY!
661-823-4641

Specializing in Front End Work
• Front End Alignments

• Lift Kits • Computer Alignments

WE HAVE

MOVED!

20577 South St. at

the top of the street

on the right!

Chimney ChokersChimney Chokers

661-965-3343661-965-3343

CHIMNEY SWEEP & 
DRYER VENT CLEANING
We service and repair pellet stoves, 

wood stoves & fireplaces.
FREE ESTIMATES!

SINGLE STORY $175.00 
DRYER VENTS $120.00 

G O D  B L E S S  A M E R I C A !G O D  B L E S S  A M E R I C A !

Four Island Lake should be at a 
full pool level of 9.4 feet deep. 
Golf Course irrigation usual-
ly begins at this time of year. 
The amount of irrigation that 
is applied to the Golf Course is 
closely monitored throughout 
the irrigation season with ad-
justments occurring daily. The 
Golf Course, on average, uses 
200,000 gallons of water a night 
from May through October. The 
overall amount of water which 
the golf course uses has been 
drastically reduced by well over 
50% from when the last major 
drought occurred during 2012-
2016. 

Typically, beginning in June, 
BVSA works with the BVCSD 
to use approximately 50,000 gal-
lons of recycled effluent water, 
which is produced each night. 
This water comes directly into 
the golf course irrigation system 
from the BV Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant. The remaining water 
which is needed for irrigation 
is then pulled from Four Island 
Lake. As water is drawn out of 
Four Island Lake, the lake level 
drops. With warming weather, 
evaporative loss also begins to 
occur at a faster rate, adding to 
the lake levels dropping. 

Beginning in June, BVSA 
works with the BVCSD to trans-
fer water out of the Jamaica 
Dunes Basin into Four Island 
Lake, and out of Surprise Lake 
into Cub Lake. In the end of June, 
once these two resources are no 
longer able to provide water, the 
BVSA begins to pump the water 
from Jacks hole into Four Island 
and Cub Lakes to keep these 

two lakes as full as possible. By 
keeping two lakes full, instead of 
three lakes partially full, evap-
orative loss is greatly reduced 
from Jacks Hole. 

Beginning in early sum-
mer, the BVSA works with the 
BVCSD to provide supplemental 
water to the lakes through four 
functioning non-potable wells. 
Over the last five years, BVSA 
has been working on conserv-
ing and reducing the amount 
of non-potable well water used 
in the lakes. The non-potable 
wells run through the summer 
into September or October. As 
the rains begin, the entire cycle 
repeats itself and management 
adjustments are made to con-
serve and improve the use of 
the very limited water resources 
which Bear Valley Association 
has available. 

In conclusion, the majority of 
the water which fills our lakes 
comes from rainwater runoff; 
additional lake fill water is cur-
rently provided through four 
functioning non-potable wells. 
In the last five years, there has 
been no imported or potable wa-
ter used to fill the lakes. Lake lev-
els, and irrigation requirements 
are continually monitored, and 
management decisions are made 
accordingly to conserve and ef-
ficiently use the lake water. In 
2024, this management strategy 
resulted in the conservation of 
50-acre feet of non-potable well 
water which did not have to be 
drawn out of the aquifer under-
neath Bear Valley. This results 
in a savings of approximately 
$100,000 to the membership. 
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BVSA RECOGNIZED CLUBS
BVSA Recognized Clubs enjoy the benefits conveyed to them 

as per the BVSA Rules, Article 18.
• ASTRONOMY CLUB - Enjoy the night skies and learn about Astronomy with an 
enthusiastic group. Monthly meetings  Monthly meeting 1st Wednesday, 6:30pm, 
Oak Tree Country Club. Contact: Pres. Claude Plymate, info@bvsac.org
• BUCKAROOS - Promotes safe, fun western cowboy activities for kids and adults 
alike. All levels of riders welcome. President Jeff Kermode @ (661) 343-7503, 1st VP 
George McMackin @ (661) 400-1333, 2nd VP Erika Underwood @ (805) 705-1123, 
Treasurer Cheryl Akerly @ (661) 609-6113 & Secretary Debi Kermode @ (949) 291-
0551
• BV AQUATICS CLUB - is a group organized to advance the principles of aquatic 
health and fitness for BVSA as specified by the club by-laws. The club promotes re-
sponsible off-season use for recreation and fitness designated for lap swimmers and 
water aerobics. Contact the club via email bvaquatics2023@gmail.com.
• BVS VINTAGE DANCE AND TEA GROUP - Historical English Country Dancing. All 
welcome! Join Facebook page or Group Me app, BVS Vintage Dance and Tea Society or 
call Martha (818) 442-7888.
• BVS POKER CLUB - Provide good fellowship, comradery, and sharing of mutual 
friends. Contact Bill Snow at 562-922-2661 for more information.
• BVS SOCIAL BRIDGE CLUB - Social interaction and play. Call Ann Peyton @ 661-
821-0926
• BVS VETERAN’S ASSOCIATION - Contact: Lee Tharp, Commander, 818-515-
0241, sltharp@aol.com or Jed Hannan, Membership, 818-414-2430, jerseyjed@aol.
com.
• BVS WILDLIFE COALITION - Educates and advocates for living in harmony with 
wildlife through fun activities, presentations, and special events. We meet on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 6 PM in the OTC reception room. Email: BVSWild-
lifeCoalition@gmail.com 
• BVS WOMEN’S CLUB - Provides an opportunity for good fellowship among the 
women of BVS. Contact President Chris Hobbs, hobbs939@yahoo.com.
• CARRIAGE DRIVING - Meetings are the 3rd Thursday each month at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Equestrian Center Lounge. We promote safe driving, drive-and-ride outings and 
good horsemanship. Contact Debbie Mayer @ 802-343-5483
• CRAFTY LADIES - Meet at the Equestrian Center Lounge every Tuesday, 1-3 p.m. 
Bring your own project and get acquainted! Contact Robin Goodwin (831) 212-5643.
• CULTURAL ARTS ASSOCIATION (CAA) - CAA provides performing arts programs 
to enhance our way of life. Contact President: Leana Mitchell, 805-758-8902.
• DRESSAGE - Dressage, working equitation, cavaletti, other equine activities. We 
meet on the second Saturday evening of each month. Meeting and more info on our 
website: https://bvsdc.org/. Please contact Kathe Rich katherich@gmail.com.
• FOUR SEASONS 4-H - 2nd Monday of every month at 6:00pm Contacts: Sarah 
Mountjoy  sarah.mtjoy05@gmail.com or Heather Dobbs hrosepressley@gmail.com or 
call 609-0554
• GARDEN CLUB - The Garden Club is a resource for all Bear Valley residents who 
would like to make the most of their garden. Bring your questions, lessons learned 
and gardening enthusiasm to our meetings, which take place every third Friday (Feb-
ruary-October) @ Equestrian Center lounge. Dues are $10.00. Contact Tammy Reich 
– bvsgardenclub@gmail.com.
• GREENHORNS - Provides an environment for horse and rider to learn cattle-han-
dling skills that are used in working cattle operations throughout the west. Contact 
President Denise Togami @ 805-231-8676, or Don McLaughlin @ 208-781-8746.
• HORSEMAN’S ASSOCIATION - Promotes fellowship, equestrian activities and fa-
cilities. Supports acquisition and preservation of riding trails. Contact President Susan 
Mustaffa @ 661-538-0995 or smustaffa@outlook.com.
• OAK TREE BRIDGE CLUB - Experience and enjoy the benefits the Bridge has to 
offer! Bob Nixon 661-823-9483.

ADVANCEDADVANCED
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

the difference is quality service

2 5  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E  •  L I C .  # 7 3 9 7 8 9  •  s e n i o r  d i s c o u n t s

FREE ESTIMATES ON REPLACEMENTS

822-4872822-4872

ALL WORKALL WORK
GUARANTEEDGUARANTEED

Dan isbell – Owner/OperatorDan isbell – Owner/Operator
hero program • registered contractorhero program • registered contractor

ASK ABOUT OUR 1ST TIME ASK ABOUT OUR 1ST TIME 
SERVICE DISCOUNT!SERVICE DISCOUNT!

• Service & Replacement Specialists • Preventative Maintenance
• Repairs & Installation (All Makes and Models)

• Up Front Exact Pricing • 24 Hour Service
CENTRAL AIR SYSTEMS • SPLIT SYSTEMS • FURNACES

ENERGY EFFICIENT SYSTEMS • HEAT PUMPS & DUCT WORK
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• W E L L N E S S •

TehachapiWellness.com

Dr. Chris Seeley
Upper Cervical Chiropractor

In Old Towne at 
20412 Brian Way, Bldg. 4

823-9355

Call Now For Your FREE Consultation

Heal the Root Cause:
• • Migraine HeadachesMigraine Headaches
• • Hip Imbalance/Short LegHip Imbalance/Short Leg
• • ScoliosisScoliosis
• • Arm & Leg Pain/NumbnessArm & Leg Pain/Numbness
• • Brain FogBrain Fog
• • High Blood PressureHigh Blood Pressure
• • Vertigo & Meniere’s DiseaseVertigo & Meniere’s Disease
• • Digestive DisordersDigestive Disorders
• • ConcussionConcussion
• • TMJ DisordersTMJ Disorders
No Twisting, Cracking, Jerking 
of the Head, Neck or Spine:
Gentle & Advanced Health Care

In Pain? 
Why Suffer?

ERCHONIAERCHONIA
LASER LASER 

TECHNOLOGYTECHNOLOGY
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• OAK TREE MEN’S GOLF - For Information Call President, Tony Velarde at (818) 
974-1009 The Oak Tree Men’s Golf Club holds their meetings on the Thursday before 
a tournament or the second Thursday of the month, if no tournament that month, at 
7:30 am in the Mulligan Room
• OAK TREE WOMEN’S GOLF - Open play – Monday at 10:00; 9-hole playday – 
Wednesday at 10:00; 18-hole playday – Friday at 9:30. Those interested in playing or 
joining, contact the Pro Shop at 821-5144 or Joy Webber at 661-300-1536 or email: 
joyw2121@icloud.com.
• PICKLE BALL - Promote Pickle Ball Play. Contact Rhonda Arbolante, 661-428-
7461, rhondaarbolante@gmail.com.
• PONY CLUB - The Bear Valley Springs Pony Club works with young riders, both 
English and Western, to develop their horsemanship and horse management skills. 
Contact Jena D’Cruz (661) 817-2173 or Jennifer Bankston (661) 204-1274.
• RC MODELERS - Anyone interested in RC Model Aviation or Cars are welcome to 
join us at the field and track (Jack’s Hole). We meet regularly on Wednesday and Sat-
urday mornings. Contact Mitch McDiffett 661-378-5596.
• SPORTSMAN’S CLUB - The club coordinates a wide variety of social, sports and RV 
activities. Contact Will Handley at 661-414-6489.
• SWING DANCE CLUB -  Learn to swing dance Fridays in OTTC Banquet Room. R 
New dancers from 7:00 PM to 7:30, and intermediate dancers from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. 
Contact Brian at SwingDanceClub.BVS@gmail.com or 818-961-4622. Facebook BVS 
Swing Dance Club.  
• TAILWAGGERS DOG CLUB - Contact Tailwaggers President, Pam Miller, 661-203-
5725.
• TENNIS CLUB - Contact Julian Leon at weedyleon@gmail.com.

BVS SPECIAL INTERESTS AND ORGANIZATIONS
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings are held at Bear 
Valley Community Church, Rm. B, Monday, 5:30pm (Literature) - Tuesday, 5:30pm 
(Men’s Stag), Tuesday 4:00 PM, (Women’s group), Thursday, 5:30pm (Participation). 
For More Information, please call: 661-202-8553.
• BVS LAKE QUALITY GROUP – Provides information on the quality of the Lakes in 
Bear Valley Springs. Please contact us at bvlqac@gmail.com
• CERT – Training BVS residents to be prepared and ready to serve in the event of a 
local disaster situation. Contact David Shaw at tehachapicert@gmail.com, 661-609-
8365, https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiCERT/
• CO-ED SOFTBALL – Come on out for a non-competitive pickup game of softball. 
It’s perfect for anyone who can’t run, throw, or catch but wants to get a little exercise 
and a lot of laughs. Ages 50+ Tues. and Thurs. 3:00 pm. All Ages Sundays at 3:00 pm. 
Contact Lisa Burt @ 821-0850 or the_burt_family@yahoo.com
• CUB SCOUT TROOP 135 – Grades 1st through 5th grade. Contact Cub Master Jon 
Read 909-268-3297.
• EMERGENCY AMATEUR RADIO TEAM – This team is made up of licensed am-
ateur radio operators in BVS who donate their services in times of an emergency. 
Weekly net check-in Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. 146.700Mhz(-) PL123.0. Contact Dan 
Mason @ (661) 203-8398
• FRIDAY NIGHT BRIDGE PARTY – Relaxed atmosphere for couples and singles to 
enjoy social Bridge. Contact Carol Burdick @ 821-7213 or Elaine Williams @ 821-5768
• GRIZZLIES SWIM TEAM – We swim year-round. Recreational and competitive. 
Contact Kimberly Clow  at kclow@sbcglobal.net
• VOLUNTEERS IN POLICE SERVICE (VIPS) – Contact 661-271-0413 for bro-
chure and information.

110 East Tehachapi Blvd. • Tehachapi
CL #750346

The only unified soft flooring 
guaranteed to lay flat forever.

661-822-6959661-822-6959
661-979-7966661-979-7966

• Carpet • Hardwood
• Laminate • Vinyl
• Vinyl Planks • Tile
• Repairs
• Carpet Cleaning

for
CATS & 
DOGS

LLC

Serving 
Bear Valley Springs 

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Lic. #1095007

661-599-9751



14 Goldfish Publications, LLC

A long, hot summer is coming 
to an end and winter is fast ap-
proaching. No one wants their 
car to break down in any sea-
son, but especially not in cold 
or snowy winter weather. Start 
the season off right by ensur-
ing your vehicle is in optimal 
condition. Visit your mechanic 
for a tune-up and other rou-
tine maintenance. Have your 
vehicle checked thoroughly for 
leaks, badly worn hoses, or oth-
er needed parts, repairs, and re-
placements. 

Every vehicle handles differ-
ently; this is particularly true 
when driving on wet, icy, or 
snowy roads. After a snowfall, 
clean snow, ice or dirt from the 
windows, the forward sensors, 
headlights, tail lights, back-
up camera and other sensors 
around the vehicle, including 

your RFID.
For electric and hybrid-elec-

tric vehicles, minimize the drain 
on the battery. If the vehicle has a 
thermal heating pack for the bat-
tery, plug your vehicle in when-
ever it’s not in use. Pre-heat the 
passenger compartment before 
you unplug your vehicle in the 
morning. When the temperature 
drops, so does battery power. 
For gasoline and diesel engines, 
it takes more battery power to 
start your vehicle in cold weath-
er. For electric and hybrid-elec-
tric vehicles, the driving range 
is reduced when the battery is 
cold, and battery systems work 
better after they warm up. Make 
sure your battery is up to the 
challenges of winter. Have your 
mechanic check your battery 
for sufficient voltage, amperage 
and reserve capacity. Have the 
charging system and belt in-
spected as well. Replace the bat-
tery or make necessary system 
repairs, including simple things 

like tightening the battery cable 
connections. Keep gasoline in a 
hybrid-electric vehicle, to sup-
port the gasoline engine.

Carry items in your vehicle 
to handle common winter driv-
ing-related tasks, such as clean-
ing off your windshield, as well 
as any supplies you might need 
in an emergency. Keep the fol-
lowing in your vehicle:

• Snow shovel, broom, and ice 
scraper.

• Abrasive material such as 
sand or kitty litter, in case your 
vehicle gets stuck in the snow.

• Jumper cables, flashlight, 
and warning devices such as 
flares and emergency markers.

• Blankets for protection from 
the cold.

• A cell phone with charger, 
water, food, and any necessary 
medicine (for longer trips or 
when driving in lightly populat-
ed areas).

Inspect your tires. If you plan 
to use snow tires, have them in-

stalled in the fall so you are pre-
pared before it snows. Regard-
less of season, inspect your tires 
at least once a month and before 
long road trips. As the outside 
temperature drops, so does tire 
inflations pressure. Make sure 
each tire is filled to the vehicle 
manufacturers recommended 
inflation pressure. 

As always if you have an emer-
gency while driving, please pull 
off the roadway to a safe place 
and dial 911. You can expect 
Bear Valley-specific traffic con-
ditions to be updated regularly 
via our Nixle and hopefully soon 
by our new Communications 
Specialist. If you have not signed 
up for Nixle you can sign up via 
the CSD website at bvcsd.com. 
Conditions may change rapidly, 
and it is always good to be pre-
pared. As snow and icy condi-
tions change in Bear Valley, you 
will likely see road closures and 
roads open to 4-wheel drive or 
AWD only!

Are you and your vehicle winter ready?
Submitted by
BVS Police 

Department  
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Earlier this year, the Bear 
Valley Community Services 
District unanimously passed 
a resolution proclaiming Bear 
Valley Springs a Purple Heart 
Community. Following the 
ceremonious installation of 
the Purple Heart Community 
sign just inside the front gate, 
a group of citizens stepped for-
ward with a desire to create a 
Purple Heart Honor Garden.

 This group of passionate cit-
izens has coordinated its efforts 
with the Bear Valley Springs 
Veterans Association, the Bear 
Valley Community Services 
District, and the Bear Valley 
Springs Association. This col-
laborative effort has garnered 
resounding support from all 
entities involved.

  The Purple Heart Honor 
Garden will be located next 
to the existing Purple Heart 
Community sign, to the right 
as you enter the front gate. 
The driving force behind this 

initiative is to honor the sacri-
fice, service, and commitment 
of not only Purple Heart re-
cipients in Bear Valley but all 
Purple Heart recipients across 
our great nation. It is because 
of them, and countless other 
veterans, that we continue to 
enjoy our freedom.

  After months of planning, 
design, and following the prop-
er channels for approval, this 
group of dedicated citizens 
is now very close to breaking 
ground. Keep an eye to the 
right as you enter Bear Valley 
Springs, just past the gate, to 
watch the progress of this proj-
ect as it develops. This effort 
is dedicated to beautification 
and honoring all Purple Heart 
recipients with dignity and re-
spect.

  This project is being creat-
ed by volunteers and funded 
by donations. The Bear Valley 
Springs Veterans Association 
is acting as the fiscal agent for 

the project. If you’re interest-
ed in participating through 
your time, talent, or finan-
cial support, you can contact 
Holly Doering at  hdoering1@
hotmail.com  for more infor-
mation. Please use “PURPLE 
HEART GARDEN” in the ref-

erence line. Any donations can 
be made directly to the BVS 
Veterans Association,  1121 W. 
Valley Blvd., #310, Tehachapi, 
CA 93561. Please add “PUR-
PLE HEART” on the reference 
line of your check.

Purple Heart Honor Garden in the works
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We are pleased to inform you of the on-
going improvements to our golf course. 
Our groundskeeping team has been hard at 
work enhancing the course conditions, fo-
cusing on upgrading fairways, greens, and 
bunkers to provide a more enjoyable and 
consistent playing experience. These en-
hancements aim to maintain pristine con-
ditions throughout the year, ensuring that 
each round you play reflects the high stan-
dards we’re committed to. The improve-
ments will be visible in the coming weeks, 
and we can’t wait for you to experience 
them firsthand.

In addition, we are thrilled to announce 
the arrival of a brand-new fleet of state-
of-the-art golf carts. These carts come 
equipped with the latest technology for 
smoother rides, improved comfort, and 

energy efficiency. Whether you’re playing 
a quick round or spending a day on the 
course, these carts will enhance your ex-
perience. We are confident that these up-

grades will contribute to making your time 
with us even more enjoyable and look for-
ward to seeing you out on the course soon!

Exciting updates on course 
conditions and golf cart fleet

Submitted by
Duane Gore 

PGA Professional, Oak Tree Golf Course

Roofing 
Siding,WindoWS

& dooRS
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2. Habitat modification:
• Remove food sources (se-

cure garbage, pet food)
• Eliminate outdoor shelter 

(woodpiles, dense vegetation)
• Trim trees and shrubs away 

from structures
3. Natural predators:
• Encourage owl populations 

with nesting boxes
• Allow natural predators 

like snakes and foxes to thrive
4. Trapping:
• Live traps for catch-and-re-

lease
• Snap traps for quick, target-

ed control
• Electric traps for indoor use
5. Ultrasonic repellent devic-

es:
• Emit high-frequency 

sounds to deter rodents
• Effectiveness varies; best 

used with other methods
6. Natural repellents:
• Peppermint oil, citrus peels, 

or ammonia-soaked rags
• Plant mint or marigolds as 

a deterrent
7. Biological control:
• Introduce non-toxic bacte-

rial agents that cause illness in 
rodents

• Use species-specific meth-
ods to target problem rodents

8. Mechanical barriers:
• Install rodent-proof fenc-

ing around gardens
• Use gravel perimeters 

around buildings
9. Education and community 

involvement:
• Teach proper sanitation 

and prevention techniques
• Coordinate neighbor-

hood-wide efforts for better 
results

Sources: Bill Text: CA AB2552 
| 2023-2024 | Regular Session | 

Chaptered | LegiScan 
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/

AB2552/id/3022642
California Senate Approves 

Stronger Protections Against 
Toxic Rat Poison - Center for 
Biological Diversity
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10% DISCOUNT FOR FIRST RESPONDERS

We accept most
major credit cards

PAY ONLINE!Eagle View Optometry
“We give you a better outlook"

• Comprehensive Eye and Vision Care

• Fashion Eyewear

• Contact Lenses

• Provider for Most Insurance Plans 

20231 VALLEY BLVD., SUITE G • TEHACHAPI
822-1212822-1212Dr. John E. Fagan

O P T O M E T R I S T

Queen Bee’sQueen Bee’s
CLEANING 661 LLC

Katrina Whaling
QueenBee’sCleaning661@gmail.com

6 6 1 - 8 7 4 - 2 7 9 86 6 1 - 8 7 4 - 2 7 9 8
queenbeescleaning661

Under New Ownership
Ann & Robert Curtin

At All American Automotive
822-4500 • 20577 SOUTH STREET

CHIP
REPAIRS

WEARE ALSOMOBILE

FOR ALL YOUR FOR ALL YOUR 
AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE 
GLASS NEEDSGLASS NEEDS

WE HAVE

MOVED!

20577 South St. at

the top of the street

on the right!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

• Portable Toilets & Sinks
• Septic Pumping
• Construction Clean-up
• Septic Certification
• Temporary Fencing
• Percolation Testing
• Septic Installations/Repairs
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The weekend of Sept. 21 
and 22 saw 62 horse and rider 
teams from throughout Cali-
fornia and Nevada gather at the 
Bear Valley Equestrian Center 
for the California State Horse-
men’s Association (CSHA) 
Trail Trials 2024 State Champi-
onship Event.

Avid trail riders competed 
for beautiful awards and brag-

ging rights as California State 
Champions after two days of 
competition, riding up to seven 
miles a day while encountering 
different challenging obstacles 
throughout Bear Valley. Nu-
merical scores were assigned 
by experienced judges at each 
obstacle with riders vying for a 
score of zero. Low scores deter-
mined the winners. 

24 Goldfish Publications, LLC

www.paragontreecare.com

661-747-0362661-747-0362

OPEN 24 HOURS
Your most trusted local 
tree care professionals.

Contact Us for a Free Estimate

• Crown cleaning, shaping• Crown cleaning, shaping
& reduction& reduction

• Mistletoe removal• Mistletoe removal
• Tree removal• Tree removal

• Tree stump grinding• Tree stump grinding
• Land clearing• Land clearing

& much more& much more

Contractors State Lic. #1074941 • CGL & Workers’ Comp. Insured
paragontreecare@gmail.com

Vikki’s Pet Services LLCVikki’s Pet Services LLC
“Special care for the ones you LOVE most”“Special care for the ones you LOVE most”

Lic. #A-174Lic. #A-174

LARGE ANIMALLARGE ANIMAL
REMOVAL & DISPOSAL REMOVAL & DISPOSAL 

All Livestock, 24/7 • Compassionate Postmortem Transportation to: All Livestock, 24/7 • Compassionate Postmortem Transportation to: 
Burial • Cremation • NecropsyBurial • Cremation • Necropsy

Vikki Montegna Vikki Montegna • • 661-733-3335661-733-3335
Locally owned & operated by a caring horse owner & enthusiastLocally owned & operated by a caring horse owner & enthusiast

California State Horsemen hold Trail 
Trial Championships in Bear Valley

Photo: George Stufflebeam
Equestrians head out on Bear Valley’s beautiful trails to be 
judged on their skills and abilities guiding their horses through 
natural-type obstacles while enjoying a gorgeous day for the 
CSHA Trail Trial State Champion Event. 
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Furnace Installation, Service & Repair
A/C Installations, Service & Repair

Filter Replacement • Boiler System Work
Swamp Coolers • Mini Splits

Ductwork Repairs or Replacement
Inspections

Sturgeon’s Livestock Removal
RESPECTFUL  REMOVAL OF  DECEASED L IVESTOCK

Licensed & Insured License # D-10010

Disposal or
Cremation
Available

661-428-2793
Photo: George Stufflebeam 

Bear Valley Springs’ equestrian campground filled to the brim 
with trail riders, horses, and rigs for the California State Horse-
men’s Association State Champion Event. 

Trail Trials are not a timed 
event. The emphasis is on safe 
and calm horsemanship with 
riders judged on their skills and 
abilities guiding their horses 
through natural obstacles such 
as stepping over logs, opening 
a gate, or maneuvering through 
a creek. Divisions are offered 
for novice, intermediate, and 
advanced riders in three age 
divisions, and all equines are 
welcome, including mules. 

Lori Cleveland, Trail Trial 
MVP Historian, said “The Trail 
Trial Champion Event has not 
been hosted by Southern Cal-
ifornia regions in many years. 
Bear Valley Springs had the 
perfect combination of terrain, 
great camping, and friendly 
people. We loved it! The trails 
and weather were fantastic and 
the campground and friendly 
folks that welcomed us to the 
community were terrific!” 

The California State Horse-
men’s Association was formed 
in 1942 to foster interest in all 
breeds of horses and forms of 

horsemanship throughout Cal-
ifornia. The organization offers 
many different types of events 

for equestrians. For more in-
formation: californiastate-
horsemen.org. 

Photo: CSHA/Carri Gunn 
Riders from throughout California and Nevada gathered at the 
Bear Valley Springs Equestrian Center September 21 and 22 for 
their championship ride and awards. 
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TEXT OF PROPOSED CHANGES to BVSA 
RULES

(Deletions are shown in strikethrough type 
and additions in bold underlined type)

ARTICLE  10  
OAK TREE COUNTRY CLUB AND 

FOOD AND 
BEVERAGE SERVICE AT BVSA 
AMENITIES/FACILITIES 
(Adopted 7/9/88; Amended 05/10/17)

SECTION 1000.   GENERAL

(a) The Oak Tree Country Club 
(“OTCC”) building is a multi-purpose 
building whose main object is to enhance 
the social life of property owners Members 
and guests.  It is the center for dining, 
entertainment, and socializing and 
meetings. including a meeting room 
(Garden Room). (Amended 8/10/08)
(b) The liquor license for the 
OTCC is a “Type 547” (“Special On Sale 
General Eating Place”) license, .which is “…
Generally issued to certain organizations 
who cannot qualify for “Club” licenses.  
Authorizes the sale of beer, wine, and 
distilled spirits, to members and bona-
fide guests only, for consumption on the 
premises where sold.  Authorizes the sale 
of beer and wine only, for consumption 
off the premises.  To protect our license, 
Members may be asked to show their Use 
Privilege Cards  Identification for age 
verification from time to time.  These times 
could be during an inspection by the State 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
to which the Association is subject, with no 
advance notice.  (Amended 01/10/08)
(c) Patrons waiting to be seated in 
the Dining Room may have drinks in the 
lounge area or at their dining table.  No 
minors (under 21 years of age) are allowed 
in the bar area after the kitchen is closed 
and/or food service has ended for the night. 
(Amended 01/10/08)
(d) (Repealed 08 /10/08)
(e)   The Mulligan Room building 
and patio adjoins the Golf Pro Shop and 
serves as a casual dining experience for 
all Association Members and their guests. 
(Added 05/10/17)

SECTION 1001.   HOURS OF 
OPERATION

(a) Specific hours are posted 
on bulletin boards and published in the 
Association newsletter from time to time on 
a regular basis.
(b) Special events and specific 
hours are also published in the Activities 
Schedule on various social media sites, and 
in the Association newsletter.  (Amended 
Effective 01-10-08)

SECTION 1002.   RESERVATIONS

(a) Members are urged to make 
reservations for dinner on weekends and 
holidays.
(b) (Repealed 8/10/14)

SECTION 1003.   CATERING SERVICES 

AND FOOD AND BEVERAGE SERVICE 
AT BVSA AMENITIES 

(a)  Any Member in good standing 
may obtain the use of OTCC facilities 
for private functions upon submitting an 
application to the Amenity Manager. The 
application must include full particulars 
of date, time and purpose and should be 
submitted at least two weeks prior to the 
date desired. (Amended Effective 8/10/14). 
(b)  Catering services away from 
the restaurant are available to Members 
upon advance request to and approval of by 
the Amenity Manager (Amended Effective 
8/10/14). 
(c)   At any time, catering services 
at any BVSA amenities/facilities must be 
provided by the BVSA Food and Beverage 
Department, unless otherwise approved by 
the General Manager and/or BVSA Board of 
Directors. (Added 05/10/17)
 
SECTION 1004.   MEMBER 
RESPONSIBILITIES

(a) Members may reserve 
the Garden Room and portions of the 
Banquet Area and Saloon by submitting 
an application to and receiving approval 
from the Amenity Manager. Any function 
requiring food or beverage service must 
comply with Sections 1003. (Per Article 18, 
Section 1802; Amended 05/10/17)
(b)  Members, their families and 
their guests shall conduct themselves with 
decorum. 
(c)  Boisterous conduct, games or 
sports or activities that may interrupt the 
harmony of the OTCC will not be tolerated. 
(d)  Use of vulgar or profane 
language is prohibited. 
(e)  Members, their families and 
their guests are prohibited from bringing 
food and beverages into the OTCC areas 
without express approval of the Amenity 
 Manager. 
(f)  Pets are prohibited in buildings. 
(Amended Effective 12/10/13; Amended 
Effective 8/10/14) 
(g)  Ragged or cut-off pants, 
clothing with offensive writing or pictures, 
bathing suits, bare feet, and other swimwear 
are prohibited in the OTCC building at all 
times.  (Amended Effective 8/10/14) 

(h)  Entry to the Pool area must be 
through the pool entry gate.  (Amended 
Effective 8/10/14)
(i)   In order to further complement 
and maintain the ambiance of the Oaks 
 Restaurant members and guests 
must adhere to the posted dress code for 
the Oaks Restaurant (Amended Effective 
8/10/14):
 (1)  The following attire 
is suggested (Amended Effective 8/10/14): 
 (A) For men: Collared 
shirts; long trousers or Bermuda shorts; 
sweaters.  (B) For women: Dresses or 
skirts; pants with shirts, tops, or sweaters;  
Bermuda shorts. 
(2) (1) The following are prohibited in 
the Oaks Restaurant (Amended Effective  
8/10/14): 
 (A) Bare feet. 
 (B) Bathing suits and other 
swimwear. 
 (C) Cut-off or ragged pants. 
 (D) Clothing with offensive 
writing or pictures. 
  (E) For men, tank 

tops and sleeveless shirts. 
  (F) Caps (Added 
Effective 8/10/14) 
  (G) Hats and 
other headwear, except headwear worn for 
religious  purposes may not be worn by 
men dining in the Oaks Restaurant.  
(Amended 03/17/90, 07/18/92, 06/18/96; 
Repealed and re-added 3- 10-08;  
Amended Numbering Effective 8/10/14) 
(j)   This Article will be enforced as 
provided in Article 17 and Article 3. (Added 
12/10/13) 

SECTION 1005.   MANAGEMENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES

(a) The Amenity Manager is 
responsible for the operation of the food, 
beverage and lounge aspects of the OTCC. 
(b)  All rates for meals, services, 
banquets and private parties are fixed by 
the Board or the Amenity Manager subject 
to approval of the Board by the General 
Manager. No single Association Officer, 
Director, or employee has authority to 
change, alter, or modify any rate. 
(c)  The Amenity Manager or his a 
designee is available during OTCC hours to 
give assistance to Members desiring it. 
(d)  Association management 
personnel are present at all times when the 
OTCC is 
 open and it is their 
responsibility to enforce these Rules, and to 
give assistance 
 and direction to Members or 
employees. 
(e)  Any Member, his family or 
guests, guilty of breach of rules of conduct, 
will be required to leave the premises.  
(Amended Effective 8/10/14)  
(f)  This Article will be enforced 
as provided in Article 17 and Article 3 
(Amended 12/10/13). 

(Subdivision (d) repealed and subdivisions 
(e), (f), (g) & (h) re-lettered as (d) (e), (f) 
& (g), 01-10-08; Subdivision (b) repealed 
8/10/08 and subdivisions (c), (d), (e), (f) 
& (g) re-lettered as (b), (c), (d), (e) & (f) 
8/10/14)

* * * * * * *
Purpose and Effect of Proposed Rule 

Change
  To clarify the 
processes and procedures of the Oak Tree 
Country Club.

* * * * * * *

TEXT OF PROPOSED CHANGES to ECC 
RULES

(Deletions are shown in strikethrough type 
and additions in bold underlined type)

SECTION 103. Occupation and 
Special Use Permits
No gainful occupation, profession or 
trade shall be maintained, conducted or 
carried on upon on any residential lot or 
in any improvement or other structure 
on any residential lot without the prior 
written approval of the ECC.  [C&Rs, Para. 
7.b(6),(16)]

A. Obtaining Approval.  
         Only occupations, trades or 
professions that do not interfere with the 
quiet and peaceful use, occupation and 
enjoyment of other Owners of their lots 
and the Common Areas will be permitted. 
All occupations, trades and professions 

permitted by the ECC shall be conducted 
and carried on in strict conformance with 
the conditions that may be imposed on such 
permit or approval, and any such permit 
or approval may be revoked in writing by 
the ECC upon a failure of the permittee 
to comply with any such conditions.  The 
Occupational agreement between the 
permittee and his/her client(s) is a business 
relationship and must be conducted within 
the confines of said permittee’s property.  
Owners and other residents may obtain the 
required approval forms at the BVSA office.
         
B. Garage/Yard Sales 
         Garage or yard sales may be conducted 
on a residential lot with the prior written 
approval of the ECC.
1.  An Environmental Control 
Committee permit is required and must be 
approved prior to the garage/yard sale.
2.  Only Association issued 
garage/yard sale signs are permitted 
and they must be returned to the BVSA 
office on the next business day following 
the completion of the garage/yard sale. 
Unauthorized signs may be removed 
immediately without prior notice to the 
property owner.  Removed signs will 
be stored at the Association office for a 
period of five days; thereafter, they will be 
discarded. (Revised 12/15/12) (Amended 
10/01/19)
3.  All garage/yard sale items are 
to be removed by sunset on the last day 
of the sale.  (Added 12/15/12) (Amended 
10/01/19)
4.  A partially refundable fee will be charged 
at the time of the application in accordance 
with the Association Fee Schedule.  The 
refundable portion of the fee will be 
refunded after the completion of the sale 
upon return of the garage/yard sale signs in 
satisfactory condition.  Failure to comply 
with the ECC Rules regarding garage/yard 
sales may result in disciplinary action as 
outlined in Section 601 of the ECC Rules.
5.   No more than three (3) garage/yard 
sales will be allowed per calendar year, per 
residential lot.  Sales may not be held on two 
consecutive weekends. (Revised 10/1/2021)
6.   Sales are to be no longer than three 
days, nor can they be held on Association 
recognized holidays.
7.   Signs may be posted the evening before 
the sale begins and must be removed by 
sunset the last day of the sale. (Revised 
12/15/12)
8.   Flags, pennants, balloons, etc. will not be 
permitted in conjunction with signs.
9.   Cars may not be parked so that they 
obstruct the normal flow of traffic or 
interfere with other adjoining property 
owner’s access to their property.
10. The Association will not be responsible 
for the safety of anyone participating in or 
attending the sale.
11. Any damage or nuisance caused by the 
person’s holding the sale; their families, 
other participants or people attending the 
sale will be the responsibility of the property 
owner.
  (Amended 10/15/11) (Revised 
10/1/19)

Purpose and Effect of Proposed Rule 
Change

 To clarify the processes and 
procedures of the BVSA Administration 
Office and ECC Department.
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Call Steve For Free Estimate

Specializing In:
Floors

Showers

Countertops

Back Splashes

Fireplaces

Installation Of:
Porcelain Tile

Stone Tile

Luxury Vinyl Plank

Stone Slab

Stacked Stone

Financing Available! Call or Text For More Information.

dogs. Initially, we had much to 
learn, but soon we were getting 
directly involved in finding 
forever homes for these dogs. 
Sadly, the clock is ticking for 
many, and time can be unfor-
giving. The Center takes in 100 
to 150 new dogs every week 
and time is of the essence to get 
the pups adopted or sent to res-
cues. Unfortunately, there are 
simply not enough homes to 
save every dog and euthanasia 
is an unfortunate reality. This is 
a heavy burden on all involved. 
I have personally watched ev-
eryone break down at one time 
or another. However, Matthew 
and Josh have made it their 
mission to save as many lives as 
they can. Project Hope wants 
to help them succeed.

While Project Hope began as 
a small (but mighty passionate) 
group, we are now more than 
21 volunteers strong! But in 
the beginning, we didn’t know 
what we could do to help. So 
we started with one baby step 
by seeking to improve the Cen-

ter environment to make it 
more comfortable for the dogs. 
We raised funds (thank you 
BVS community!) to provide 
130 Kuranda dog beds so they 
would have a dry place to sleep 
during the cold winter months. 
TW bakers, as well as BVS 
neighbors and friends, dropped 
off treats, towels, blankets, toys, 
dog collars, and leashes, raised 
money for the beds and special 
items the shelter needed. Clubs 
like the Carriage Club and 
Horseman’s Club supported 
the project. The Cultural Arts 
Club let us participate at their 
Christmas Bazaar, where we 
were able to find four dogs their 
forever homes before Christ-
mas Eve. Lucy Pet Products 
(Kathy and David Hildago) 
came out in full force to help us 
with this project and supplied 
us with treats, dog food, and 
other items for the Center. So 
many others got involved too. 
Overall, our community spoke 
loud and clear that they cared 
what happens to the homeless 
animals and the Center staff 

realized they were not alone 
anymore.

So many people from differ-
ent walks of life came together 
for the common goal of helping 
homeless dogs find their forev-
er person and home. This led to 
a stunning realization: there is 
truth in the saying “the things 
that bind us are much greater 
than the things that divide us.” 
I have experienced that in a 
profound way. We have much 
more common ground than we 
think. Strength and fortitude 
is built in layers rather than in 
any single action. They are the 
result of step-by-step process-

es such as waiting, patience, 
perseverance, and working to-
gether for a common goal. And 
because we are STRONGER 
TOGETHER, WE ARE MAK-
ING A DIFFERENCE. 

So, as we enter this season of 
thankfulness, I offer my deep-
est gratitude to all of you who 
made the impossible…possi-
ble! You are the true heroes in 
this story! Happy Thanksgiving 
to you and your families! Be-
cause of you, TW Project Hope 
will be going forward for 2025!

“It always seems impossible 
until it’s done.”

–Nelson Mandala

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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LookUpTehachapi.com

info@lookuptehachapi.com

822-8101ONLINE AND IN PRINT...ONLINE AND IN PRINT...
WE’VE GOT YOUR

NUMBER AND 
SO MUCH MORE!

TEHACHAPI’S BEST
ADVERTISING VALUE!

CALL NOW TO
PLACE YOUR AD!

your ad in everyyour ad in every
home and businesshome and business
365

DAYS A YEAR!
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Crown Reduction/Shaping • Dead Wooding Crown Reduction/Shaping • Dead Wooding 
Land Clearing • Tree Removal • Stump GrindingLand Clearing • Tree Removal • Stump Grinding

Vista Pruning • Cloud Pruning Vista Pruning • Cloud Pruning 
Palm Trimming/Shaping • Yard Clean-UpPalm Trimming/Shaping • Yard Clean-Up

artstreeteam.com
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AVAILABLE
24 / 7

FREE QUOTES

info@artstreeteam.com
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BOOK NOW AND GET A 10% DISCOUNT

Tehachapi!Tehachapi!
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BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS ASSOCIATION
29541 Rollingoak Dr. • Tehachapi, CA 93561 • (661) 821-5537

Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
AnitaB@bvsa.org • www.BVSA.org

ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Guy Munday...........................................................................................President
Fred Hicks ..............................................................................................Treasurer
Don Ciota  .................................................................................. Parliamentarian
Anita Bauer ............................................................................................Secretary 
Butch Reyburn ............................................................................. Vice-President
James Panek ............................................................................................. Director 
Jeff Gadzia................................................................................................ Director

Monthly open meetings of the Board are held on the
3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm 

at the OTCC.

PERSONNEL AND BOARD DIRECTORS CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Anita Bauer ................................................. 821-5537 x231, AnitaB@bvsa.org
Board Secretary
Ashley Krempien ....................................... 661-821-6641, AshleyK@bvsa.org
Recreation Manager
Butch Reyburn ............................................821-5537 x231, ButchR@bvsa.org
Board Vice-President
Casey Meadows ......................................... 821-5537 x231, CaseyM@bvsa.org
Facilities Maintenance Manager
Don Ciota ......................................................821-5537 x219, DonC@bvsa.org
General Manager
Doug Slavin ........................................................... 821-3960, DougS@bvsa.org
Equestrian Center Manager
Duane Gore ........................................................ 821-5144, DuaneG@bvsa.org
Golf Pro
Fred Hicks ..................................................... 821-5537 x231, FredH@bvsa.org
Board Treasurer
Guy Munday ................................................. 821-5537 x231, GuyM@bvsa.org
Board President
James Panek ................................................. 821-5537 x210, JamesP@bvsa.org
Board Director and Project Manager
Jeff Gadzia........................................................821-5537 x231, JeffG@bvsa.org
Board Director
Josh Cardwell ..................................................661-821-5521, JoshC@bvsa.org
Food and Beverage Director

BEAR VALLEY COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
28999 S. Lower Valley Rd. • Tehachapi CA 93561 • (661) 821-4428

denise@bvcsd.org • www.BVCSD.com
CSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Martin Hernandez .................................................................................President
Geva Frevert ............................................................................................ Director
John Grace ............................................................................................... Director
Judith Cagle ............................................................................................. Director
Michael Lewis ......................................................................................... Director

The CSD Board of Directors meets the 2nd Thursday of each month 
at 6 pm at the District Office. You are invited!

MANAGEMENT STAFF
Wesley Shryock ..........................................................Interim General Manager
Dain Hurst ........................................................................Acting Chief of Police
Will Parks .................................................................................Water Supervisor
Daniel Haggard ........................................................................Roads Supervisor
Jason Parks ..................................................................... Wastewater Supervisor
Larry Wiggins ....................................................... General Services Supervisor

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE*
ODD MONTHS:

DPAC ................................4 p.m., Every other month on the second Tuesday
PUBLIC SAFETY ............ 3 p.m., Every other month on the third Thursday
FINANCE ..........................9 a.m., Every other month on the fourth Tuesday

EVEN MONTHS:
LIAISON ........................... 10 a.m., Every other month on the first Thursday
INFRASTRUCTURE ...... 1 p.m., Every other month on the third Thursday
ADMINISTRATION ......9 a.m., Every other month on the fourth Tuesday

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS PHONE NUMBERS
Animal Control ............................................................................. 868-7100
Association ................................................................................... 821-5537
Association Fax ............................................................................ 821-5406
Bear Valley CSD, bvcsd.com ....................................................... 821-4428
BVS Rangers .......................................................................... 661-732-0100
CSD Fax .......................................................................................... 821-0180
Country Store ............................................................................... 821-3102
Equestrian Center ........................................................................ 821-3960
Fire Dept. (business).................................................................... 821-1110
Gate (passes) ................................................................................ 821-5261
Gate Fax ......................................................................................... 821-3507
Golf Shop....................................................................................... 821-5144
Mulligan Room ............................................................................. 821-4107
Oak Tree Country Club ................................................................ 821-5521
Police Dept .................................................................................... 821-3239
Road Conditions .................................................................. 800-427-7623
Weather Information .................................................................. 393-2340
Whiting Center ............................................................................. 821-6641

Publisher: 
Goldfi sh Publications, LLC (Ron Fishgold)

PO Box 1842
Tehachapi, CA 93581
Phone: 661-822-8101

E-mail Address: 
Advertising - beartracks@lookuptehachapi.com

Billing - btinfo@lookuptehachapi.com

Circulation: Each issue of Bear Tracks is mailed to property owners of 
record (approximately 3,300) via the US Postal Service every month. 
The balance of the 3,800 copies printed are made available at various 
locations throughout Bear  Valley.

Submissions: Articles and/or photos may be submitted to: Anita 
Bauer 821-5537 ext 231 or anitab@bvsa.org.

Bear Tracks Advertisers save the BVSA and CSD thousands of dollars 
each month in publishing and circulation costs. You can show your 
appreciation to these advertisers by patronizing their businesses 
and letting them know you saw their ad in Bear Tracks.

Bear Tracks is a monthly magazine o� ered to the property owners and residents of Bear Valley 
Springs for the purposes of communicating important information and sharing interesting articles 
on life in our community. The content in this publication is provided solely by the Bear Valley Springs 
Association. Gold� sh Publications, LLC assumes no liability for any inaccurate, delayed or incomplete 
information nor for the opinions expressed in each article.

Bear Valley Springs
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At Cisneros Decorative Concrete we specialize in your bare cracked concrete
indoor or outdoor. We only use top of the line concrete coating products. No, it’s 

not epoxy for outdoors! We use polyurea, urethanes, permaflex and polyaspartics 
with lifetime warranty. It can withstand the heat and cold. Call us at 661-516-7199

or visit us at www.cisnerosdecorativeconcrete.com for more information.

Fully insured and experienced.
Lic. #1027106. Call now for a free quote! 

661-516-7199
DO YOU HAVE UGLY CONCRETE? Call your concrete experts today!

We can turn your bare concrete into beauty.
Pool decks • Patios • Garage • Indoor/Outdoor Concrete Surfaces


