
10 Tips to 

Raising a 

Reader

's

These tried and true tips 

have turned my children 

into bookworms for life. 



1. Book Ownership is Key
My children are surrounded by books at all times. 

We own hundreds, if not thousands of books. Not 

only does book ownership positively impact a child's  
reading level, but owning lots of books also increases the 

likelihood that children will pick up books and grow a love for 

reading. Investing in books for your home library is investing in 

your child's future! Did you know that a child who owns one 

book is 15 times more likely to read above the grade level 
expected for 

their age than 

same-age peers 

who don't own a 

book (stat cited 

by a study 

performed by the 

National Literacy 

Trust)?

Can you imagine 

the impact 

owning 

hundreds of 

books can have 

on your child's 

reading success? 



3. Make Books Inviting
Not all book displays are created equal. Let's be 

honest, book spines aren't really inviting. What I've 

found to be helpful in my home is to face books on the  

2. Make Books Accessible
Would you say that you use things more when they 

are within arm's reach? I know I do! The same is true 

for kids! So this next tip is about strategically placing   
books all over your home and especially in those high traffic 

areas including next to your child's bed, on the kitchen table, in 

the bathroom, and even in the car! Regularly rotate out the 

books that you store in these key placements  around your 
home to keep your child's selection 

fresh. If you're worried about book 

storage, look around your home and 

gather up containers, bins, crates, tubs, 

baskets, and even canvas bags. You'd 

probably be surprised by what you 

already have that you can use! 

shelf that I want my children to pick up. I periodically rotate the 

faced books and my kids gravitate toward them!



4. Read Aloud to your Child Most Days
Notice that I didn't say EVERY day. Even as a book 

lady, I can't say I get the chance to read aloud to my 

kids every single day, so if we make it a goal to read   
aloud 10-15+ minutes MOST days, we will be still making a 

giant impact on our children and their literacy and language 

development. We will be building stronger bonds with our 

children, enhancing their vocabulary, soothing and 

entertaining them, and building their knowledge for eventual 

success in reading. Reading aloud to our child activates the 

pleasure center in their brain, which conditions them to 

associate books with pleasure, not to mention it reduces stress 

for them AND us!! Reading aloud shouldn't stop when children 

begin to read independently, either. The same benefits to 

reading aloud that I mentioned above still apply as children get 

older. Some additional benefits to reading aloud to big kids 
include modeling fluent 

reading, helping them build 

awareness and empathy, 

and exposing them to new 

texts, authors, and genres. I 

challenge you to read aloud 

to your children (no matter 

their ages) 15 minutes today 

and MOST days! 

 



5. Read Books Again and Again
 Even if it drives you nuts, there are numerous 

benefits to reading a book over and over by your 

child's request. They are getting more familiar with  
new vocabulary, becoming aware of pattern and rhythm in text, 

and increasing their fluency, comprehension, and confidence! 

6. Let Your Child Pick Books
 Some teachers and parents get so hung up on a child's 

reading level that the child's interests are overlooked. 

While there is a time and a place for appropriate 
leveled reading practice, perhaps more importantly, we need to 

also allow our children to pick books to read for pleasure that 

may or may not be on their "right reading level" but that are 

read for the purpose of fostering that lifelong love for reading 

that we want them to have. The last thing we want is for 

reading to become a chore or task to simply be "checked off" as 

this mentality can be detrimental to a child's enjoyment of 
reading for the pleasure 

of it. So next time you 

visit the library or book 

store, let your child pick 

some books out, too! 

They will thank you for 

it!



7. Introduce New Books Often
 Even though you may be thinking to yourself that 

your family already owns a lot of books, there will 

come a point when your child will outgrow your 
current selection. Just like a child's body grows, so does their 

brain and it's recommended to introduce new books to stimulate 

them in new ways and to keep their selection fresh. So next time 

you find yourself shopping for new clothes for your kiddo, 

consider picking up some new books for your child as well! 
Another idea to go 

along with this is to 

rotate books out to keep 

novelty in your child's 

selection. If you are 

limited on bookshelf 

space, box some up and 

store them and create a 

rotation schedule! Store 

books by theme, season, 

or holiday and bring 

them out at the 

appropriate times of 

year. Our Christmas 

books get new life 

when we pull them out 

around the holidays!  



8. Be Intentional About Screen Time
I will be honest. We limit screen time in our home and 

there are a plethora of reasons why we do so. One of 

the primary reasons is screen time seems to  lead to an

increase in behavior problems in our oldest child.  This isn't to 

say that we never use screens. We do incorporate educational 

videos and TV shows sometimes, and we sometimes have family 

movie nights or we will watch an episode of a favorite show in 

the evenings as a treat. But if you come into my home during our 

homeschool day, my kids will tell you the rule - the TV doesn't 

come on during the day. We used to watch TV a TON. Then I 

learned about national screen-free week a few years back and I 

ran a challenge in my VIP group, complete with prizes! More 

than anything, I was eager to model this shift for others and to 

inspire them to try this challenge. What we learned was 1) we 

didn't die without screens, 2) we can be creative and make our 

own fun, and 3) we have lots of books and toys to keep us 

entertained. Fast forward to today.
If my kids are suddenly quiet in 

the next room, 9 times out of 10, 

it's because they are looking at 

their books! Walking around the 

corner and seeing my kids 

contentedly enjoying books is so 

heartwarming. It reminds me why 

I do this important work.



9. Be a Reading Role Model 
It is said that we are our child's 

first and greatest teachers. Our 

children look up to us and 

follow our model and habits on how to 

behave in so many areas of life and 

reading is no different! If our children 

never see us pick up a book to read 

ourselves, how can we expect them to 

grow a love for reading? 

10. Recognize that Not All Books are Created Equal
Being a book lady, you may consider me to be a book 

snob, but I'm here to tell you that if you pay careful 

attention to the books out there on the market and 

start comparing them with a critical eye like I do, you will likely 

come to agree with me that not all books are created equal. I 

make sure to curate a collection of books in our home and that 

we borrow from the library that are high quality, engaging, and 

that contain good plot development, moral characters, beautiful 

illustrations, delightful stories that draw you in, humor, 

entertainment, and positive messages. Always try to seek out 

reputable book lists and award-winning books and publishers 

(like Usborne and Kane Miller) when selecting books to share 

with your children and you will be sure to find rich literature. 



Did you like this e-book?
 

For more great content, here are some 
other places you can follow me: 

 
Shop and read my blog @

www.brittanythebooklady.com
 

Join my VIP group on Facebook @
Brittany the Book Lady's VIPs

 
Like my page on Facebook @ 

Brittany the Book Lady - Usborne Books & More 
 

Follow me on Instagram @
Brittanythebooklady

 
Follow me on YouTube @

Brittany the Book Lady with Usborne Books & More
 
 
 
 


