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The concept for common 
building for Ceylon College 
of Physicians along with the 
other finer specialties in 
medicine has been 
nurtured and many discus-
sions had been initiated 
with this regard presently 
by the Ceylon College of 
Physicians.

At present the CCP is 
located away from the main 
hub of medical activities 
both clinical and academic, 
which are centred around 
the National Hospital Sri 
Lanka. This has been a great 
hindrance for active partici-
pation of many physicians, 
post graduate trainees and 

other doctors in college 
activities. The finer 
specialty college related 
to medicine namely cardi-
ology, gastroenterology, 
nephrology, neurology, 
rheumatology, pulmonol-
ogy and endocrinology 
also have their respective 
assoc i a t ions /co l l eges 
which are scatted in 
various locations causing 
great difficulty in reaching 
out the practising 
clinicians and academics 
to participate and 
progress in the develop-
ment related to their 
respective fields in medi-
cine.

Thus relocating the 
Ceylon College of Physi-
cians with the finer 
specialty colleges in a 
common building would 
facilitate unity, better 
coordination and 
increased participation 
resulting in enhanced 
quality of services 
provided to all practicing 
physicians and the post 
graduate trainees. It is 
envisaged that the build-
ing would comprise of 
office space, parking, 
conference facility to 
accommodate the annual 
academic sessions of the 
respective colleges and 

Ceylon College of Physi-
cians and a roof top for 
social events.

The college hopes to 
earnestly pursue this 
project with the concur-
rence and the blessings of 
the relevant government 
authorities in order to 
enhance the image of 
these nationally important 
academic institutions in 
par with relevant interna-
tional colleges worldwide. 













“This win was the 

sixth consecutive 

victory for the 

physicians and 

helped them for 

their 9th victory in 

the series”









Prof W A S De Silva
Ceylon College of Physicians is 
deeply saddened by the loss of a 
past president of the College 
and, more importantly, a signifi-
cant contributor to the field of 
medicine and postgraduate edu-
cation in this country.
I had a long association with 
Professor WAS de Silva, fondly 
known as “WAS”, and under his 
wings I spent my internship and 
then entire postgraduate train-
ing. We both moved to the rela-
tively young medical faculty in 
Galle in 1991where he accepted 
the Chair in Medicine and I 
began my journey as a lecturer.
Professor WAS de Silva was born 
in Ambalangoda and initially 
attended Dharmasoka College. 
Then he moved to Ananda 
College in Colombo and entered 
the Colombo Medical College. 
He qualified with first class 
honors in the final MBBS with 
two distinctions; Medicine and 
Gynaecology/Obstetrics, and the 
gold medal for Obstetrics  and 
Gynaecology. Professor WAS de 

Silva served as a physician inhos-
pitals of Rathnapura, Kalutara 
and Colombo South. We 
worked in NHSL (Colombo 
General Hospital then) from 
1977 to 1991. After retirement, 
he joined the Department of 
Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, 
Galle and served for another 
five years. He was a superb clini-
cian with impeccable clinical 
acumen and managed his 
patients with minimal investiga-
tions. His prescriptions were 
simple, uncomplicated and 
cost-effective in any setting.
His contribution for MD post-
graduate training in this country 
should always be remembered 
and appreciated. The famous 
Saturday clinical meeting in 
NHSL was his brain child and he 
was the discussion leader for 
many years. Further, he had a 
keen interest in tropical medi-
cine and made a significant con-
tribution to the fields of lepto-
spirosis, Hepatitis B and chronic 
liver disease in Sri Lanka.

His fashion for undergraduate 
teaching was remarkable and in 
exams he was fair, unbias, and 
objective. Professor WAS de 
Silva was the President of the 
Ceylon College of Physicians in 
1985, President SLMA in 1990 
and President SAALS (Section A) 
in 1981.
The College of Physicians will 
always remember this great 
clinician, ardent teacher and 
prolific researcher. “May he 
attain Nibbana”

Professor Sarath Lekamwasam
Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Galle 
and Past President Ceylon 
College of Physicians




