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May 25, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
United States Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
 
Re: Makah Tribe Oil Spill Response Access Dock Phase II – BUILD 2020 
Application 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
On behalf of the Trans Mountain Corporation, it is my pleasure to write in support of the 
Makah Tribe's BUILD 2020 construction grant application to the US Department of 
Transportation for an Oil Spill Response Dock Extension to the Makah Commercial Fish 
Dock, in Neah Bay, Washington. 
 
Trans Mountain greatly values its collaborative working relationship with the Makah Tribal 
Council and marine staff where common US-Canada interests intersect in the shared 
waters of the Salish Sea related to marine safety and emergency response 
improvements. Trans Mountain submitted similar support letters regarding the first phase 
of the dock extension, and we are delighted to reiterate our support as the Makah seek 
Phase 2 funding to complete this important project. Enhancements to marine safety to 
prevent spills; as well as enhancements to improve spill response capacity to respond 
with greater efficacy in the unlikely event of a spill benefit both sides of the US and 
Canadian border. 
 
The Makah dock extension project complements Trans Mountain’s commitment and 
efforts to enhance the already strong US-Canadian marine safety regime. Trans Mountain 
has safely loaded marine vessels with petroleum products at our Westridge Marine 
Terminal since 1956, and we are proud of the additional prevention and response 
enhancements currently underway through Western Canada Marine Response 
Corporation (WCMRC). WCMRC is expanding the capabilities of the existing regime 
through geographically specific, risk-based planning that establishes 8 new spill response 
bases, with additional people, new vessels and new equipment along the commercial 
shipping lanes in the Salish Sea. These enhancements will cut response times 
dramatically and significantly increase response capabilities along B.C.’s South Coast.  
 



 

 

  

 
 

 

We support the Makah’s oil response dock extension initiative because it will build on the 
robust response capacity for the region, help to protect the environment, and support the 
transportation needs of our countries. These efforts benefit our coastal communities and 
manage risk from all marine waterway users who are fortunate to operate in the shared 
traditional territory of Indigenous peoples in the Salish Sea.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Ian Anderson, President & CEO 
Trans Mountain Corporation 
 

 


