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July 12, 2021 
 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

P.O. Box 1209 
Seattle, WA 98111-1209 
Tel: 787-3000 

 
www.portseattle.org 

 
Re: Support for Neah Bay Oil Spill Response Access Dock Construction – RAISE 2021 Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am pleased to write in support of the Makah Tribe's RAISE 2021 construction grant application to build an oil spill 
response access dock at the Port of Neah Bay in Washington State. This project will enhance much-needed vessel 
emergency response infrastructure at the Port of Neah Bay and help address the increasing risk of marine accidents and 
oil spills in the Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

 
The Port of Neah Bay is an all-weather port, accessible year-round on the outer coast of Washington State. It is 
strategically located to protect Washington’s biologically rich coastline and prevent disruptions of major international 
commerce to large ports in the Puget Sound and Southern British Columbia caused by vessel traffic and oil pollution 
incidents. 

 
Existing infrastructure at the Port of Neah Bay limits the stationing of prevention and response assets at this critical 
location. The proposed construction of this expanded dock will address these limitations and facilitate effective 
environmental protection in the transboundary waters between Washington and Southern British Columbia. 

 
It is also important to note that the Makah people depend on clean and safe waters, and thriving ocean resources, to 
support their identity, economy, food security, cultural and spiritual practices. The Washington coast and Strait of Juan 
de Fuca are essential areas for safe exercise of their treaty rights, while also supporting local jobs, environmental justice 
outcomes, and a natural resource-based economy that is important to Washington State. This region is also home to the 
Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary, Olympic National Park, five national wildlife refuges, and numerous species 
protected under the Endangered Species Act. 

 
The Port of Seattle relies on the ocean environment and safe and efficient flow of vessel traffic, which this project will 
help safeguard. We encourage your strong support of this key infrastructure investment. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Alex Adams, Interim Director 
Maritime Environment & Sustainability 

 
cc: Stephen P. Metruck, Executive Director 

Barb Wilson, Chief of Staff, Port of Seattle Commission 
Sandy Kilroy, Sr. Director, Environment, Sustainability & Engineering 
Jon Sloan, Sr. Manager, Environmental Programs 
Kathleen Hurley, Sr. Environmental Program Manager  
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