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With about 100,000 people in prison, California’s prison population 

has grown by 157% since 1983 to the third-highest level of any state. 

As of 2018, it ranked second in regional incarceration rate, at 489 per 

100k, behind only Oregon. 



It costs over 13x as much to incarcerate someone as it does to place 

them on community supervision. 

5-year impact in California

CDCR’s current elderly parole program gives people a parole 

suitability hearing once they are age 60 and have served 25 years of 

continuous incarceration. From February 2014 through January 2020, 

the program resulted in 1,173 parole grants - a 19% release rate.



By expanding elderly parole eligibility to those aged 50+ who have 

served at least 20 years of their sentence, 779 people would become  

eligible for parole review. CA is projected to avoid between $133.8M 

and $207.5M over 5 years. 

As of December 2018, CDCR reported over 30,000 people over the 

age of 50 in its custody, representing nearly one-quarter of the total 

in-custody population at that time, nearly doubling in percentage 

since 2007. According to LAO, it costs 2-3x more to incarcerate an 

elderly person compared to average. The recidivism rate among the 

elderly is 3%, significantly lower than the rate for younger populations 

(JPI). 
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Incarceration cost / person Parole cost / person
$138.7K $10.2K

Notes:

Marginal costs are defined as 40% of the per capita incarceration 

costs representing healthcare, food and activities (LAO). Step-fixed 

cost from facility operations, security, and programming are not 

factored in. Eligible population: 779 immediately and 250 in each 

subsequent year. Parole grant rate: 20%. Range of annual marginal 

cost to incarcerate people age 50+:  $111.0k to $166.4k (based on 

marginal costs and the elderly incarceration cost multiplier on the 

$138.7K annual per capita cost to incarcerate). Recidivism rate: 1% 

after 1 year, 2% after 2 years, 3% after 3 years. Annual parole cost of 

$10,182. Inflation rate of 3% YoY for parole and incarceration cost.

Cumulative cost avoidance

$46.4M$19.8M $80.1M $121.4M $170.7M
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

http://www.justicepolicy.org/news/12357
https://lao.ca.gov/PolicyAreas/CJ/6_cj_inmatecost

