
 

 

May International Awareness Dates 

 

9-20 May: 15th UN Conference on Desertification - COP15 

Details How to participate 

The fifteenth session of the 
Conference of the Parties (COP15) of 
the United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) will 
take place in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, 
from 9 to 20 May 2022. 
 
This year’s theme is “Land. Life. 
Legacy: From scarcity to prosperity”. 
 
It is a call to action to ensure land, 
the lifeline on this planet, continues to 
benefit present and future 
generations.   
 
Resources:  

● United Nations - Convention to 
combat Desertification  

● COP15 Informal Guide 

Register for the on-site event or some of the 
online sessions here. 
 
 
Overview of the program:  
 
Interactive dialogues: 

• Land reGeneration: The role of youth in 
shaping sustainable land agenda  

• Future-proofing land use: Shifting 
patterns in production and consumption  

 
High-level roundtables:  

• Rights, rewards and responsibilities: 
The future of land stewardship  

• Land restoration: A path to sustainable 
post-pandemic recovery  

• The Big Dry: From disaster to drought 
resilience  

22 May: International Day for Biological Diversity 

Details How to participate or celebrate 

The United Nations has proclaimed 
May 22 The International Day for 
Biological Diversity (IDB) to increase 
understanding and awareness of 
biodiversity issues. 
 
This year’s theme is “Building a shared 
future for all life”. 
 
The slogan was chosen to continue 
building momentum and support for the 
post-2020 global biodiversity framework to 
be adopted at the upcoming UN 
Biodiversity Conference #COP15. 
 
Resources: 

● Convention on Biological Diversity 
Website 

● 22 actions for May 22 
● Past Biodiversity Day campaigns 

1. Make your voice heard 
- Send a video or a written statement to 

the Secretariat of the Convention. 
 

2. Raise awareness beyond your 
brand/organisation 

- Adopt any of the 22 actions aligned with 
the new global biodiversity framework 

- Raise awareness on the issue by 
sharing photos/videos of the event or of 
your actions on social media with the 
hashtag #BiodiversityDay 

 

3. Raise awareness within your 
organisation 

- Use and share Biodiversity Day assets 
with your colleagues such as this memo 
highlighting the difference between the 
words ‘biodiversity’ and ‘nature’  

- Organize a dedicated event or activity 
and register it on this page 

 

https://www.unccd.int/cop15
https://www.unccd.int/cop15
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https://www.unccd.int/cop15/high-level-segment/roundtable-1-rights-rewards-and-responsibilities-future-land-stewardship
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https://www.unccd.int/cop15/high-level-segment/roundtable-3-big-dry-disaster-drought-resilience
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https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020
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https://www.cbd.int/biodiversity-day/celebrations


 

 

 

 

 


