
“Egoistic Foreign-Military Policy” 

“Morals and Markets” meets at 8PM Eastern  

on the fourth Thursday of every month.  
Add to your calendar! Tell your friends! 

 

Course Information: 
https://www.atlassociety.org/events/student-event-morals-markets-presents-

egoistic-foreign-military-policy  

 

Upcoming Events: 
https://www.atlassociety.org/education/morals-and-markets 

 

Next Session: Thursday, April 28th from 8-9:30 ET  

Meeting url: https://kazm.com/space/the-atlas-

society/discuss/05mQh3qDSoppIAxiiVgB/GvlhgZzULjWll3sygGsX?b=557459  

 

 

 

  

Suggested Readings/Sources:   
 

▪ TBD 
 

 
Host: Dr. Richard M. Salsman is an assistant professor of political economy at Duke University, founder and president 
of InterMarket Forecasting, Inc., a senior fellow at the American Institute for Economic Research, and a senior scholar 
at The Atlas Society. In the 1980s and 1990s he was a banker at the Bank of New York and Citibank and an economist 
at Wainwright Economics, Inc. Dr. Salsman has authored three books: Breaking the Banks: Central Banking Problems and 
Free Banking Solutions (1990), Gold and Liberty (1995), and The Political Economy of Public Debt: Three Centuries of Theory and 
Evidence (2017). His most recent book, Where Have all the Capitalist Gone?, was published in 2021 by the American Institute 
for Economic Research. He is also author of a dozen chapters and scores of articles. His work has appeared in the 
Georgetown Journal of Law and Public Policy, Reason Papers, the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, Forbes, the Economist, 
the Financial Post, the Intellectual Activist, and The Objective Standard. Dr. Salsman earned his B.A. in economics from 
Bowdoin College (1981), his M.A. in economics from New York University (1988), and his Ph.D. in political economy 
from Duke University (2012). His personal website is https://richardsalsman.com/. 

 

 

Just as rational egoism is the only proper ethic to guide an individual’s life, it’s the only proper ethical 
guide for a state’s relations with other states. The essence of America is its liberties, its rights, and its 
capitalist system; consequently, the self-interest of the United States lies in preserving those values, 
neither sacrificing nor surrendering them, especially not for so-called “humanitarian” (altruistic) 
motives, merely to help victimized foreigners. The U.S. must rationally identify its allies and enemies, 
then act accordingly. It must never provide national defense for other nations that mostly pretend to 
be sovereign. Rational egoism justifies neither pacifism, isolationism, nor imperialism. America 
cannot preserve her essence or institutions, nor again find a way to fight and win only the right wars, 
without following the egoistic principle. She must be a moral paragon for the world, but never its 
policeman. 
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