Abiding Faith Lutheran is a gathering of
people growing in generosity, discipleship,
and outreach.
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OPENING SENTENCES 1

LET US SING TO THE LORD
Leader sings refrain, then Congregation. Leader sings verses and Congregation sings refrains.

1

These opening sentences, taken from Psalm 70, verbalize the heartfelt needs of all who have
gathered to worship the God of justice, truth, and mercy. With these words gathered believers
call for the Lord’s help and begin our worship.
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JEREMIAH 15
15

You understand, O LORD; remember me and care for me. Avenge me on my persecutors.

You are long-suffering—do not take me away; think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 16
When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your
name, O LORD God Almighty. 17 I never sat in the company of revelers, never made merry with
them; I sat alone because your hand was on me and you had filled me with indignation. 18 Why is
my pain unending and my wound grievous and incurable? Will you be to me like a deceptive
brook, like a spring that fails? 19 Therefore this is what the LORD says: “If you repent, I will
restore you that you may serve me; if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you will be my
spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn to them. 20 I will make you a wall
to this people, a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you but will not overcome you,
for I am with you to rescue and save you,” declares the LORD. 21 “I will save you from the hands
of the wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the cruel.”

PSALM 121
Verses are sung responsively. Refrain sung in unison after musical introduction to the refrain.

I lift up my eyes to the hills.*
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD,*
the maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip,*
he who watches over you will not slumber;
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Indeed, he who watches over Israel*
will neither slumber nor sleep. Refrain
The LORD watches over you,*
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
The LORD will keep you from all harm,*
he will watch over your life;
The LORD will watch over your coming and going*
both now and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning,* is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain

ROMANS 12
9

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in
brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
13
Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.
16
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of
low position. Do not be conceited.

SEASONAL RESPONSE
What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?

MATTHEW 16
21

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 23 Jesus turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of
God, but the things of men.” 24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me,
he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if he
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?
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HYMN: #465 JESUS, I MY CROSS HAVE TAKEN
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SERMON: MATTHEW 16
Be Vulnerable

YOU ARE GOD, WE PRAISE YOU
Leader sings Refrain and then Congregation repeats the Refrain.
Congregation responds to the Leader with the bolded section of the Verse.
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER AND OFFERING





Text2Give Text the amount to 615-490-0996
PayPal Visit abiding-faith.org/give
Swipe Debit/Credit Card Login to iPad near Coffee with PIN 1041
EFT Set up recurring withdrawals from your bank. Contact Ted Ewald, Treasurer
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LORD HAVE MERCY 2

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

2

It is not a cry for forgiveness, but a cry for mercy that our Lord and King hear us and help us in
our necessities and trouble. Christians have been asking the Lord for mercy in Sunday worship
for more than 1700 years. In English – Lord have mercy. In Greek – Kyrie Eleison.
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BLESSING

HYMN: #434 V2 LORD, YOU I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART
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SERVICE SCHEDULE
Day
9/13

9/20

9/27
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Usher
Booth
Hayden
Young
Young
Ewald
Hieber
Cobb
Cobb
Inniger
Nasgovitz
Barrs
Cox

CST
DeGennaro

Music
Feil

Bass

Cobb

Brown

McFadden

Kendrick

Cobb
Feil

Feil

Fellowship
Cobb
Schabel

Stream
Harter

Greet
Elliott

Timmerman
Gray

Harter

Naasz

Barrs
Nicolosi

Harter

Cobb

Clean
Montano
Sanctuary
Nasgovitz
Fellowship

Nicolosi
Sanctuary
Schabel
Fellowship

Birthdays
David Wilson

HELPING WOMEN
Can you help provide a meal to women looking
to break the cycle of addiction, homelessness,
and incarceration?
We are partnering with Doors of Hope in
Murfreesboro by providing a meal for 20-25
women on the 3rd Monday of every month.
We are looking for donations monthly to cover
the cost of the meal (approximately $70).
We are also looking to expand to serve ladies on the 1st Monday of every month.
Contact Kim Irwin if you are interested in learning more or donating funds for this project.
While we are limited from meeting with the ladies (due to Covid-19 restrictions), we pray we
can serve them, earn their trust, and find opportunities for witnessing the Gospel.
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OPPORTUNITIES
BUILD FAITH TODAY: Would you like to join our church family? Pastor Schleis teaches a
Faithbuilders class that builds faith through the basic teachings of the Bible. We meet for class
around your schedule – evenings, weekends, daytime, etc. Contact Pastor Schleis to chat. Thx.
MINISTRY SUPPORT UPDATE: Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. Your
gifts of time, talent, and treasure allow us to fulfill God’s mission and vision for us.
Honor the LORD with all your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns
will be filled to overflowing and your vats will brim over with new wine. Proverbs 3:9-10
Needed

Received

Difference

Weekly Need

$117,753.84

$137,913.40

+$20,159.56

$3270.94

AUGUST MINISTRY UPDATE: Thank you, church family, for your input and advice at our
recent Listening Session. Please read our recent Ministry Update to learn more about worship,
livestreaming, small groups, Sunday School, and outreach activities. Grab a copy of our August
Ministry Update either printed in our Fellowship Hall or online @ bitly.com/Aug20Update
TAKE HOME SUNDAY SCHOOL: In these turbulent times, let’s build faith on the rock-solid
truths of God’s Word. Together.




Youth Sunday School will have crafts and other regular Sunday School goodies
Teen and Adult Sunday School will have thought-provoking questions w/ God’s answers
All ages will study the same stories for family conversations and encouragement

PARISH NURSE TODAY
Carrie Feil, our Parish Nurse, will offer her FREE advice and counsel this
Sunday between services and after second service.
The Parish Nurse program is a FREE resource to all members of Abiding
Faith. She serves as a health educator, health counselor, and
community liaison. She can be reached at abfaithnurse@gmail.com
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SUPPORT GROUP
RESILIENT is our Christian Support Group that meets on Tuesdays @ 7pm for community,
comfort, and Christ. This group is open to all regardless what you are struggling with – anxiety,
depression, worry, grief, abuse, loss…Consider joining us! All are welcome!
What makes RESILIENT different from other Support Groups is that the solution to your
problems is never YOU. It’s never up to you to work harder, do more, change others, etc.
Instead, we find comfort and community in Christ, not our works.
Overwhelmed?
Sick of Covid-19 news?
We need rest that lasts beyond 90
seconds of deep breathing or our daily
walk.
Join us for Resilient, our Christian
Support Group, on Tuesday 9/22 @ 7p
for Christian community and comfort.

Stress will kill you.
Why not ask for help first? 
Steve Jobs said he’s never found anyone
to say NO! when he asked for help.
Maybe we should ask more…
Join us for Resilient, our Christian
Support Group, on Tuesday 10/13 @ 7p
for Christian community and comfort
.
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SMALL GROUPS
Join us for our Men (Grill Kings) and Women (WINGS – Women in God’s Service) Small Groups
that gather monthly for fellowship and faith. We'll gather at church for social distancing and
follow CDC guidelines for food service and handling.
Saturday Oct 17 @ 5p

Stress will kill you.
Anxiety will eat you alive.
Worry will leave you broken.
Where can we go for comfort?
Lasting comfort... unlike social media?
Let's find comfort for body, mind, and
soul in Christ and Christian fellowship.
Join us for WINGS - Women in God's
Service - a ladies small group that
gathers for comfort. Sat 10/17 @ 5p
RSVP to Kim Irwin @ 216.832.0395 by
Wed 10/14 so she can plan enough food.
Bring $5 (to cover the meal) and a friend.
You wake up, hoping it’s going to be a
better day. It’s not. It’s really not.

Saturday Nov 14 @ 5p

Where do you find brotherhood and
strength to smile through the pain?
Join us for Grill Kings, our men’s ministry
where with God and good grub we admit
our weaknesses, create lasting
friendships, and find comfort in grace, not
our works.
We'll gather at church for social
distancing and follow CDC guidelines for
food service and handling.
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How can we love and serve our neighbor? Food!
Bring your donations of perishable and non-perishable items for Nourish Food Bank in Smyrna.
We’ll collect them in September and serve on Saturday October 24th from 9-11a by stocking
shelves, carrying items to cars, and letting our light shine. Please plan on donating and serving.
The experience is eye-opening and very rewarding.

In times of isolation, anxiety, and fear, let’s gather together as a church family for an outdoor
evening of food, fellowship, and fun. Bring a dish to pass for the potluck.
Saturday September 26 @ 5p
Volleyball, BBQ, Basketball, Horseshoes, Games, and More.
Free Outdoors
Open to all
Join us and bring a friend
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