Abiding Faith Lutheran is a gathering of
people growing in generosity, discipleship,
and outreach.
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WORSHIP
God’s plans are bigger than yours.
As we begin a New Year, we can get selfish – my plans, my resolutions, my desires. Our prayers
even can become self-centered, “God, don’t you know what I want?”
Today we see God’s plans are bigger than ours. It’s too small a thing for Him to care only for a
person or a people, He cares for the ends of the earth, bringing salvation.




The large white Paschal Candle is lit today, visualizing the presence of the resurrected
Light of the World, Jesus Christ, among His people. By faith, he has lifted us out of the
darkness of sin into the light of life.
The color white displayed recalls the white robes we will wear in Heaven, clothed with
the righteousness and perfection of Christ.

CONNECT
Worship Options

Live @ 9:15 or 10:30 | Touchless | Socially-distant | Sanitized
Stream @ 10:30 on YouTube or Facebook Live

Sunday School

Take home studies for all ages.

Small Groups

Men, Women, Teen, and Support meet monthly

Daily Devotions

2 minutes | 1 psalm | comfort for today

Social

YouTube, Facebook or Instagram

Web

abiding-faith.org

CONTACT
Thank you for joining us today!
It was my pleasure to serve you with God’s Word.
Please contact me on my cell at 615.692.4343 or
Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com if I serve you in any way.
May God bless your week!

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
Amen.
During the introduction to the hymn, water is poured into the font.

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

John 3:5-6

Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.
But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
1 Corinthians 6:11
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As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.
Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ I pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner.

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without
stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our
calling as your children and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your only Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

ISAIAH 49
Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations:
Before I was born the LORD called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name. 2 He
made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into
a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver.
3

He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 4 But I said, “I
have labored to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. Yet what is due
me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.”
5

And now the LORD says— he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob
back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God
has been my strength—
6

he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring
back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring
my salvation to the ends of the earth.”
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PSALM 2
Verses are sung responsively. Refrain sung in unison after musical introduction to the refrain.

Why do the nations conspire*
and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers
gather together against the LORD*and against his Anointed One. Refrain

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;*
the Lord scoffs at them.

Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,*
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:*
He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning,* is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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ACTS 16
25

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the
foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s
chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul
shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”
29

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then
brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of
the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family
were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was
filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia. (Mark 1:11b)
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MARK 1
4

And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went
out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore
clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey.
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And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”
9

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
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As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove.
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And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

HYMN: #737 GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT

SERMON: ISAIAH 49
It Is Too Small a Thing

Pastor Keith Kruck
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APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER AND OFFERING





Text2Give. Text the amount (10, 20, etc) to 615-490-0996. Click on link to complete.
App Download GivePlus app by Vanco Payment Solutions.
Swipe Login to iPad near Coffee with PIN 1041. Swipe debit/credit card.
EFT Set up recurring withdrawals from your bank. Contact Ted Ewald, Treasurer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S BLESSING
Brothers & sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
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HYMN: #562 I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY
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SERVICE SCHEDULE
Day
1/10

1/17

1/24

1/31

Usher
Hayden
Brown
Cobb
Cox
Hieber
Nasgovitz
Larsen
DeGennaro
McFadden
Nicolosi
Larsen
Feil
Pflueger
Saucedo
Gonzales

CST
DeGennaro

Music
Feil

Bass

Cobb

Brown

McFadden

Kendrick

Cobb

Jones

Feil

Feil

Cobb

Harter

McFadden

DeGennaro

Cobb

Fellowship
Hieber
Leiby

Stream
Harter

Greet
Elliott

McFadden
Bergsing

Harter

Naasz

Worley
Blumreich

Harter

Pflueger

Henley

Harter

Naasz

Clean
Barrs
Sanctuary
Bass
Fellowship

Blumreich
Sanctuary
Bergsing
Fellowship

Hildenbrand
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Birthdays
Kelly Bass
Randy Timmerman

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU
Every January we resolve to be better: Less sugar, more
vegetables… Less social media, more friendships…
On January 1st we are brimming with enthusiasm that this
year is going to be new and awesome because we are
going to work hard and make it so! After a few weeks, however, the holiday weight is still on,
the stress is still there, and our enthusiasm is gone. What to do now? For a Christian, our
success isn’t based on our efforts, but God’s. Hear His New Year, New You, for You!


1/17 Speak, LORD, I’m finally ready to listen. 



1/24 I’m suffering. Now what?



1/31 I’m not putting up with this anymore.
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OPPORTUNITIES
THANK YOU: Thank you for a wonderful 2020! It was a privilege to serve, worship, and pray
with you as your Pastor. Our church family is a wonderful blessing that Dawn and I thank God
for daily. We are very grateful not only for your service, your prayers, and your teamwork, but
also your Christmas gift. I am honored to serve such a wonderful church family. Thank you.
Please receive our thank-you card, the 2020 Schleis Christmas letter . You can download it
through the congregational email or grab one in the Fellowship Hall.
BUILD FAITH TODAY: Would you like to join our church family? Pastor Schleis teaches a
Faithbuilders class that builds faith through the basic teachings of the Bible. We meet for class
around your schedule – evenings, weekends, daytime, etc. Interested? Text Pastor Schleis @
615.692.4343 or email Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com
MIDDAY COMMUNION: For our livestreaming and shutin membership, we’ve added a special
midday communion service on the 2nd Tuesday of every month beginning @ 10a. This 30
minute, social distant, masked service provides Scripture, Song, and Sacrament in our
Sanctuary. Please contact Pastor Schleis if interested. Thanks!
HELPING WOMEN: Can you help provide a meal to women looking to break the cycle of
addiction, homelessness, and incarceration? We are partnering with Doors of Hope in
Murfreesboro by providing a meal for 20-25 women on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month.
Your financial donations help cover the cost (approximately $70) of the meal. Contact Kim
Irwin if you are interested in learning more or donating funds for this project. While we are
limited from meeting with the ladies (due to Covid-19 restrictions), we pray we can serve them,
earn their trust, and find opportunities for witnessing the Gospel.
TEEN SKI WEEKEND IN GATLINBURG: Join fellow brothers and sisters in Christ for an
exciting Ski Weekend in Gatlinburg. Visit SouthernSkiWeekend.com to learn more about this
fun opportunity for faithbuilding and fellowship.Ski Weekend is for teens ages 11-18, from 1/31
– 2/2, and costs $170-$200 for an all-inclusive weekend at Ober Gaitlinburg.
ANNUAL MEETING: All members are invited for our annual meeting on the final Sunday of the
month, 1/31, following the worship service. Please come to share your reflections on 2020 and
ideas for 2021. More details are coming soon.
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How will you manage stress differently in 2021?
Instead of finding comfort in food/drink/devices, how about conversation?
Join us for Resilient, our Christian Support Group, for Christian community and comfort, on
Monday January 11th @ 7p at church.
This group is open to all regardless what you are struggling with – anxiety, depression, worry,
grief, abuse, loss…
When we come to church, we put on nice clothes, big smiles, and offer warm handshakes. Get
home, though, and Christians still struggle with anxiety, childhood abuse, depression, grief,
social anxiety, sobriety, substance abuse, and worry.
There are many Support and Recovery Groups out there – but only RESILIENT is (1) based
entirely on God’s Word (2) taught and led by fellow sinners who are not perfect but need God’s
help daily and (3) doesn’t burden with guilt but places grace on our shoulders.
We follow CDC recommendations for social distancing.

Hey guys, how will you make 2021 different?
January is a great month to make new, healthy habits… what’s your plan?
Join us for Grill Kings, our small group men’s ministry, where with God and good grub we
admit our weaknesses, create lasting friendships, and find comfort in grace, not works.
Guys need space to talk about stress. anxiety, worry, pressure, and fear.
We’ll gather on Saturday January 23rd @ 5p here at the church. After some food and fellowship,
we’ll find comfort in Christ and community.
Get rid of guilt.
Get going with God.
Bring $5 to cover the cost of food and a friend.
We’ll follow CDC guidelines for social distancing and foodhandling.
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Pride is an endless, bumpy loop of pain.
Pride goes before the fall, yet we seem to jump on the ride of pride so often in our lives.
Let’s get off of pride and onto humility, acceptance, and patience.
Too many women go through life without a support system of like-minded Christian sisters.
Join us for WINGS, our women’s small group ministry, to find comfort in Christ and
community, not pride and demands.
We’ll meet on Saturday, February 6th @ 5p @ the church.
Bring $5 to cover the cost of food, and a friend. Our host will provide a delicious meal and after
some fellowship/food, we’ll gather for a woman-led Bible study on the issues we face today.
We’ll follow CDC guidelines for social distancing and foodhandling.

16

