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Abiding Faith Lutheran is a gathering of 

people growing in generosity, discipleship, 

and outreach. 
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Is our world getting darker? 

Satanic shoes, TikTok witchcraft, and demonic possession are praised in the media and rising in 

our culture.  

As the old hymn goes – we are strangers here, Heaven is our home. And as this world gets 

darker and darker, we seek the Light. We walk away from the darkness. We confess we are not 

of this world and we are not here to fix the darkness, but flee. 

 

Today Jesus’ encouraging message of light in darkening world comforts us as the darkness 

seemingly grows that the Light of the World, Jesus Christ, calls us to just walk away.   

 

 Our lit Paschal Candle visualizes the presence of our Resurrected Savior among us. 

Worship Options Live @ 9:15 or 10:30 | Touchless | Socially-distant | Sanitized 

   Stream @ 10:30 on YouTube or Facebook Live 

Sunday School  Take home studies for all ages.  

Small Groups   Men, Women, and Teen meet monthly 

Daily Devotions 2 minute videos | 1 Scripture verse | God’s comfort for today 

Social    YouTube, Facebook or Instagram 

Web   abiding-faith.org  

Thank you for joining us today!                                                                                                         

It was my pleasure to serve you with God’s Word.  

Please contact me on my cell at 615.692.4343 or 

Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com if I serve you in any way. 

May God bless your week!  

WORSHIP 

CONNECT 

CONTACT  

http://www.abiding-faith.org/
mailto:Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN: #719 CHRIST HAS ARISEN, ALLELUIA 
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ I pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

God our heavenly Father has been merciful to us and has given us his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
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Let us pray.  

Heavenly Father, in our world of despair and death, you’ve brought life! Bring joy and peace to 

us today that the darkness of sin doesn’t win, the suffering and pain will end, and we walk 

together towards the joys of glory through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are 

being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he 

was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before 

you healed. 11 He is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.’ 12 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 

which we must be saved.”  

ACTS 4 
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Verses are sung responsively. Refrain sung in unison after musical introduction to the refrain.  

 
The LORD is my strength and my song;* 

he has become my salvation. 

 

The LORD’S right hand is lifted high;* 

the LORD’S right hand has done mighty things! 

 

I will not die but live,* 

and will proclaim what the LORD has done.     Refrain 

 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;* 

you have become my salvation. 

 

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;* 

the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

This is the day the LORD has made;* 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning,* is 
now, and will be forever. Amen.     Refrain 

PSALM 118 
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1 JOHN 1 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all.  

6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the 

truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our 

lives.  

 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have 

one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  

2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia.  

36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.”  

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  

38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my 

hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as 

you see I have.”  

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not 

believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  

VERSE OF THE DAY 

LUKE 24 
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42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence.  

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 

that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened 

their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  

46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the 

third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.  

49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high.” 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 

with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

NICENE CREED 
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HYMN: #379 AMAZING GRACE –  HOW SWEET THE SOUND 

 

 

Just Walk Away 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON:  1 JOHN 1 



11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Text2Give Text the amount to 615-490-0996 

 PayPal Visit abiding-faith.org/give   

 Swipe Debit/Credit Card Login to iPad near Coffee with PIN 1041 

 EFT Set up recurring withdrawals from your bank. Contact Ted Ewald, Treasurer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

CREATE IN ME 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER AND OFFERING 

LORD’S PRAYER  

http://www.abiding-faith.org/give


12 

We prepare to receive a heavenly meal called the Lord’s Supper. Depending on your preparation (1 

Corinthians 11:27-29), this Meal can either bring forgiveness or judgment to you. We invite members of 

Abiding Faith or other WELS and ELS congregations to eat and drink. Other guests are asked to speak 

with Pastor Schleis before eating/drinking so you can be properly prepared. Thanks.   

The Lord be with you     And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts    We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God It is good and right so to do. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S SUPPER  
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  “Take and eat. This is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is 

my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen.     

 

HYMN #579 V3  LIFT HIGH THE CROSS 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S BLESSING  
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SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Day Usher       CST       Music     Fellowship Stream Greet Clean 

 

4/18 Wilson        
Ewald 

Brown  Feil Henley           
Richman 

Harter Hieber  

Richman     
Worley 

Kendrick Cobb 

4/25 Klintworth 
Booth 

Jones McFadden Irwin            
Collins 

Harter Pflueger Feil       
Sanctuary 

Bass    
Cobb 

Feil  Cobb Feil         
Fellowship 

5/2 Hayden     
Brown 

Harter Feil Mick            
Schabel 

Harter Hieber Gonzales 
Sanctuary 

Cobb      
Cox  

Harter Cobb Harter  
Fellowship 

5/9 Hieber    
Nasgovitz  

DeGennaro McFadden Wright 
Wright  

Harter Elliott Gonzales 
Sanctuary 

Larsen 
DeGennaro 

Bass Cobb Harter  
Fellowship 

5/16 Woodward   
Nicolosi 

Brown  Feil Gray       
Brown 

Harter Naasz Harter 
Sanctuary 

Larsen    
Feil  

Kendrick Cobb Hildenbrand 

Fellowship 

5/23 Pflueger   
Saucedo 

Jones McFadden Young         
Saucedo 

Harter Pflueger Harter 
Sanctuary 

Inniger       
Hildenbrand 

Feil  Cobb Hildenbrand 

Fellowship 

5/30 Schabel    
Gonzales 

Harter Feil Wagner  Harter Naasz  

Kendrick 
Leiby 

DeGennaro Cobb 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

18 Catherine Booth 

18 Audrey DeGennaro 

 



16 

OPPORTUNITIES 
TODAY’S INVITATION: Over 90% of our new members join our church family because they 

were directly invited to our church by a friend or relative.  

Each month we offer special invitational services like GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY for you to 

invite, in person or via Facebook, your friends, relatives, and neighbors to join us. I’d love  for 

you to invite your friends/family every Sunday, of course, but we hope this special Sunday each 

month gives an excuse and encouragement to invite.  

“Hey, we have this special service Sunday, and I’d love to have you come with me to hear 

about our Good Shepherd’s love. Can you make it?” 

Please prayerfully consider who you might invite, and invite them. We’d love to have them hear 

God’s comforting message for us when we are lonely.  Thanks – Pastor Schleis 

BUILD FAITH TODAY: Would you like to join our church family?   Pastor Schleis teaches a 

Faithbuilders class that builds faith through the basic teachings of the Bible. We meet for class 

around your schedule – evenings, weekends, daytime, etc.  

Interested? Text Pastor Schleis @ 615.692.4343 or email Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com  

MINISTRY SUPPORT UPDATE: Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. Your 

gifts of time, talent, and treasure allow us to fulfill God’s mission and vision for us.  

Honor the LORD with all your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns 

will be filled to overflowing and your vats will brim over with new wine. Proverbs 3:9-10 

Needed  Received  Difference  Weekly Need Building Ministry Fund 

$52,508.55 $53,720 $1,211.45 $3500.57 $6280 

TAKE HOME SUNDAY SCHOOL: Inside your worship folder is a Sunday School lesson for our 

adults and teens. Please enjoy the study of God’s Word! 

Questions? Text Pastor @ 615.692.4343 or email Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com   

 

mailto:Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com
mailto:Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com


Interested in learning CPR and AED to save a life? Come to our next class, hosted by our Parish 

Nurse Carrie Feil, @ Abiding Faith on Sunday April 25th from 12p-2:30p. Lunch is provided. 

 This course covers adult CPR, conscious and unconscious choking, and automated 

external defibrillator (AED) use and special considerations.  

 6-10 attendees: $50/pp; 11+ attendees: $45/pp 

 2-year certification accredited through American Safety & Health Institute 

 Contact Carrie Feil to signup 

 

LEARN SPANISH  
Nicolas and Nicoll would like to teach a free learn Spanish 

class here @ Abiding Faith.  

Please talk with them if you are interested. They would like 

to make the class fun, convenient, and available to all. 

They have one question – what is the best time/day for 

class   Sunday after church   

  Weeknight @ 7 

Talk with them if you are interested. 
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Can you help provide a meal to women looking to break the cycle of addiction, homelessness, 

and incarceration?  

Signup Sheet in Fellowship Hall. Please contact Kim Irwin for more information. 

Shop and Bake: able to shop for all supplies to bake dinner. Prepare 3 lg pans of lasagna 

 (each pan to feed 10-12), 3 bags of salad, 3 loaves of bread and option for dessert. 

Deliver: able to deliver dinner to Doors of Hope office located at 428 E Bell Rd in 

 Murfreesboro between 4p-5p on specified date. 

Monetary Donation: to pay for supplies to make dinners.  

Date Money Shop & Bake Deliver 

April 19 X   

May 17 X Schabel  

June 21 X   

July 19 X Nicolosi  

Aug 16 X   



SUMMER EVENTS FOR TEENS 
Camp South  

Enjoy God’s beautiful creation, develop Christian friendships 

with 400+ like-minded youth, and grow in your relationship with 

God at Camp South.  Plan on spending a great week this summer 

with friends, faith, food, and fellowship. 

 What – Tough Muddler, Zip Line, Inflatables, Group 

Competitions, Low Ropes Course, Pools, Game Rooms, 

Bible Studies, 400+ like-minded youth,  

Basketball/Tennis/Volleyball Courts, Cosmic Bowling, #BlobLife 

 Where - Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 

 When – July 26-30 

 How much - $295/youth  

 Who - those entering 4th - 9th grades (as for Fall 2021)  

 

Amazing Race – Teen Challenge  

All high school teens are invited to an unforgettable teen rally 

with scavenger hunt through Disney’s Magic Kingdom, inspiring 

keynotes, fun at an amazing resort, and a great chance to grow 

with people at the same point in life’s journey.  

 What – Scavenger Hunt, Teen Rally, Disney’s Magic 
Kingdom, 200+ Christian teens, Bible studies, inspiring 
keynote presentations, Fireworks show,  

 Where – Tropical Palms Resort (Kissimmee, FL) 

 When – June 22-25 

 How much - $395/youth  

 Who - High school teens (9th-12th grades as of Spring 2020 & 9th grade in Fall of 2021) 
 

Next Steps 

1. Visit www.southatlanticyouth.com for hype, recap videos, and more info. 
2. Talk with Pastor Schleis with your interest. Let’s carpool. 

http://www.southatlanticyouth.com/
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The average person spends 2 hours and 16 minutes on social media platforms, seeing curated 

content depicting happy and healthy people who are living “their best life” while you are not. 

We live in a society of unrealistic expectations amid an epidemic of exhaustion. 

How are you doing? 

In a world of filters and fake, we need real people, real honesty, and real hope.  

Too many women go through life without a support system of like-minded Christian sisters. 

Join us for WINGS, our women’s small group ministry, to find comfort in Christ and 

community, not pride and demands. 

Saturday, April 24th from 5p – 7p @ church 

Bring $5 to cover the cost of food, and a friend.  

Our host will provide a delicious meal and after some fellowship/food, we’ll gather for a 

woman-led Bible study on the issues we face today. 

We’ll follow CDC guidelines for social distancing and foodhandling. 
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Men cry. 

We just don't want anyone to see. 

Men cry, worry, get anxious, feel depressed, and struggle with situations in life... we just try to 

"get through" by working harder and ignoring our problems. 

Let's find a better way, together, through life than fear and ignorance. 

What better way to find relief than in the community of Christian brothers where we can be 

honest about our stresses and find comfort not in working harder, but working less. 

Join us for Grill Kings, our men’s ministry where with God and good grub we admit our 

weaknesses, create lasting friendships, and find comfort in grace, not our works. 

Saturday May 15 @ 5p 

We'll gather at church for social distancing and follow CDC guidelines for food service and 

handling. 

Bring $5 (to cover the meal) and a friend. 
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PARISH NURSE 
Carrie Feil, our Parish Nurse, would love to help you for 

free with any of your health related needs. 

 Registered Nurse since 2001. 

 Mom to Aaron and Alex, wife to Andy 

 Experience with many different healthcare 

settings 

The Parish Nurse program is a FREE resource to all 

members of Abiding Faith. She serves as a health 

educator, health counselor, and community liaison. 

Please feel free to call or email Carrie with questions. 

She can be reached @ 615-838-6633 or 

abfaithnurse@gmail.com 

 

BARNABAS MINISTRY 
Life is exhausting and stressful. Don’t pretend like you 

are perfect – ask for help! Hope Gray leads our 

Barnabas Ministry Team to help encourage, support, 

and pray for our church family and community. 

Our Barnabas Ministry Team rallies to help by  

remembering the good days (birthdays, anniversaries), 

the bad days (death, divorce), and the struggles of life 

(sickness, hospitalization, etc) with prayer, cards, texts, 

emails, and calls. 

If we can be of any assistance, please contact Hope @ 

615.489.7694 or email  davehope.gray@gmail.com  

mailto:abfaithnurse@gmail.com
mailto:davehope.gray@gmail.com
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Abiding Faith Family - I am excited to announce an outdoor worship service and BBQ on 

Sunday, June 13th, from 10:30a to 1:30p. We’ll gather under the tents in the parking lot for 

worship and then enjoy free food, fun, and fellowship. I can’t wait to have our church family 

gather again in one service and also invite our friends and neighbors to join us. 

Help Needed 

CANVASS – We’ll be canvassing the week before (June 7th-11th) inviting our community to 

join us for this event. Your prayers and help stuffing invitations and canvassing our 

community is needed! 

PREP – Come @ 9:15am to help setup our facility for BBQ Fundraiser – moving tables/chairs 

outside for meal, preparing drinks, preparing games, filling dunk tank, etc.  

FOOD – Please bring chips (individual bags) and/or dessert for distribution at the meal. We’ll 

provide the hot dogs, pulled pork, coleslaw, baked beans, and drinks. 

IDEAS – We want to make this a great community event. What ideas do you have to 

improve? Share with Pastor ASAP.  

PARKING – If you are able, please park across the street on 6/13 to make room. Thanks. A 

chauffeur will be available on Sunday morning from 10:15am – 10:30am for transport. 
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