Abiding Faith Lutheran is a gathering of
people growing in generosity, discipleship,
and outreach.
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WORSHIP
Each day you have the option to hate or love.
What will you do today with:
 that annoying coworker….
 the estranged relative…
 your “friend” who is an emotional vampire….
Our culture today conveniently and naturally hates, divides, and blames others. What is
unnatural and quite inconvenient is Jesus’ command to love everyone –people you disagree,
with, people who ridicule you, people who anger you. Love them. I know, that sounds crazy.
Jesus today calls us to love each other so our joy may be complete. Let’s find out why!


Our lit Paschal Candle visualizes the presence of our Resurrected Savior among us.

CONNECT
Worship Options

Live @ 9:15 or 10:30 | Touchless | Socially-distant | Sanitized
Stream @ 10:30 on YouTube or Facebook Live

Sunday School

Take home studies for all ages.

Small Groups

Men, Women, Teen, and Support meet monthly

Daily Devotions

2 minute videos | 1 Scripture verse | God’s comfort for today

Social

YouTube, Facebook or Instagram

Web

abiding-faith.org

CONTACT
Thank you for joining us today!
It was my pleasure to serve you with God’s Word.
Please contact me on my cell at 615.692.4343 or
Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com if I serve you in any way.
May God bless your week!
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HYMN: # 715 WHAT GRACE IS THIS!
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CONFESSION OF SINS AND FORGIVENESS 1
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
Amen.
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sin, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
We confess our sins to God our Father:
Merciful Father, I confess to you that
I have not loved you with all my heart.
I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.
I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
I am truly sorry for my sins.
I repent of them.
I beg for your mercy, O Lord.
Forgive us our sins for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.
Cleanse me from my sins.
Release me from my guilt.
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.
The Almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent us his Son to die for all. For his sake, God
forgives us our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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God’s people live in daily repentance – confessing our sins, and receiving God’s forgiveness.
United by the promise of Jesus (John 20:23) we hear the Good News – our sins are forgiven!
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GLORIA 2
Leader sings the refrain. Congregation repeats refrain and sings following refrains.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory. Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
Refrain
You alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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We sing the words of the angels (Luke 2) when Christ was born into this world to save us!
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Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, every good and perfect gift comes from us. Help us love as you command,
moved by your sacrifice of your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

ACTS 9
36

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was
always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her
body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the
disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come
at once!”
39

Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows
stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made
while she was still with them.
40

Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning
toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she
sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and
the widows and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many
people believed in the Lord.
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PSALM 98
Verses are sung responsively. Refrain sung in unison after musical introduction to the refrain.

Sing to the LORD a new song,*
for he has done marvelous things.
The LORD has made his salvation known*
and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;*
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Refrain
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,*
burst into jubilant song with music;
make music to the LORD with the harp,*
with the harp and the sound of singing.
Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.*
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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1 JOHN 4
7

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
9
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that
we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and
his love is made complete in us.

ALLELUIA VERSE

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
.

JOHN 15
9

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and
remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
13

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends
if you do what I command.
8

15

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
16
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will
last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love
each other.

HYMN: #411 WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS

SERMON: JOHN 15
Love each other as I have loved you.
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APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER AND OFFERING





Text2Give Text the amount (10, 20, etc) to 615-490-0996. Click on link to complete.
App Download GivePlus app by Vanco Payment Solutions.
Swipe Login to iPad near Coffee with PIN 1041. Swipe debit/credit card.
EFT Set up recurring withdrawals from your bank. Contact Ted Ewald, Treasurer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord makes his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
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HYMN: #765 DAY BY DAY
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SERVICE SCHEDULE
Day
5/9

5/16

5/23

Usher
Hieber
Nasgovitz
Larsen
DeGennaro
Woodward
Nicolosi
Larsen
Feil
Pflueger
Saucedo
Inniger

CST
DeGennaro

Music
McFadden

Bass

Cobb

Brown

Feil

Kendrick

Cobb

Jones

McFadden

Feil

Cobb

Harter

Feil

DeGennaro

Cobb

Fellowship
Wright
Wright

Stream
Harter

Greet
Elliott

Gray
Brown

Harter

Naasz

Young
Saucedo

Harter

Pflueger

Wagner

Harter

Hildenbrand

5/30

Schabel
Gonzales
Kendrick
Leiby

11
12

Birthdays
Carter Schleis
John Inniger
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Naasz

Clean
Harter
Fellowship
Worley
Sanctuary
Harter
Fellowship

Hildenbrand

Fellowship
Woodward
Sanctuary
Hoerning
Fellowship

OPPORTUNITIES
BUILD FAITH TODAY: Would you like to join our church family? Pastor Schleis teaches a
Faithbuilders class that builds faith through the basic teachings of the Bible. We meet for class
around your schedule – evenings, weekends, daytime, etc.
Interested? Text Pastor Schleis @ 615.692.4343 or email Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com
MINISTRY SUPPORT UPDATE: Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. Your
gifts of time, talent, and treasure allow us to fulfill God’s mission and vision for us.
Honor the LORD with all your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns
will be filled to overflowing and your vats will brim over with new wine. Proverbs 3:9-10
Needed
$63,010.26

Received
$65,899

Difference
$2888.74

Weekly Need
$3500.57

Building Ministry Fund
$27,235

TAKE HOME SUNDAY SCHOOL: Inside your worship folder is a Sunday School lesson for our
adults and teens. Please enjoy the study of God’s Word!
Questions? Text Pastor @ 615.692.4343 or email Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com
HELPING THE ISOLATED INCARCERATED: Men and women in jails and prisons may be the
most impacted by Covid-19 limitations. There have been and still remain in many places
limitations on visitors and Bible studies. Our national church body’s prison ministry, WELS
Prison Ministry, has produced new materials to serve via mail and pen pal programs.
For more information and to refer someone, visit www.wels.net/prison-ministry
HELP GRASS GROW: Grass is beautiful. Let’s help it grow.
Luke Nasgovitz is looking for 2-3 guys to help our grass
grow in preparation for our Community BBQ on
Sunday June 13th. Contact Luke if you can help, please.




Saturday May 15th
9am – 10am
Bring a spreader if you have one
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Can you help provide a meal to women looking to break the cycle of addiction, homelessness,
and incarceration?
Signup Sheet in Fellowship Hall. Please contact Kim Irwin for more information.
Shop and Bake: able to shop for all supplies to bake dinner. Prepare 3 lg pans of lasagna
(each pan to feed 10-12), 3 bags of salad, 3 loaves of bread and option for dessert.
Deliver: able to deliver dinner to Doors of Hope office located at 428 E Bell Rd in
Murfreesboro between 4p-5p on specified date.
Monetary Donation: to pay for supplies to make dinners.
Date
May 17
June 21
July 19
Aug 16

Money
X
X
X
X

Shop & Bake
Schabel
Nicolosi
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Deliver

SUMMER EVENTS FOR TEENS
Camp South
Enjoy God’s beautiful creation, develop Christian friendships
with 400+ like-minded youth, and grow in your relationship with
God at Camp South. Plan on spending a great week this summer
with friends, faith, food, and fellowship.







What – Tough Muddler, Zip Line, Inflatables, Group
Competitions, Low Ropes Course, Pools, Game Rooms,
Bible Studies, 400+ like-minded youth,
Basketball/Tennis/Volleyball Courts, Cosmic Bowling, #BlobLife
Where - Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA
When – July 26-30
How much - $295/youth
Who - those entering 4th - 9th grades (as for Fall 2021)

Amazing Race – Teen Challenge
All high school teens are invited to an unforgettable teen rally
with scavenger hunt through Disney’s Magic Kingdom, inspiring
keynotes, fun at an amazing resort, and a great chance to grow
with people at the same point in life’s journey.







What – Scavenger Hunt, Teen Rally, Disney’s Magic
Kingdom, 200+ Christian teens, Bible studies, inspiring
keynote presentations, Fireworks show,
Where – Tropical Palms Resort (Kissimmee, FL)
When – June 22-25
How much - $395/youth
Who - High school teens (9th-12th grades as of Spring 2020 & 9th grade in Fall of 2021)

Next Steps
1. Visit www.southatlanticyouth.com for hype, recap videos, and more info.
2. Talk with Pastor Schleis with your interest. Let’s carpool.
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Men cry.
We just don't want anyone to see.
Men cry, worry, get anxious, feel depressed, and struggle with situations in life... we just try to
"get through" by working harder and ignoring our problems.
Let's find a better way, together, through life than fear and ignorance.
What better way to find relief than in the community of Christian brothers where we can be
honest about our stresses and find comfort not in working harder, but working less.
Join us for Grill Kings, our men’s ministry where with God and good grub we admit our
weaknesses, create lasting friendships, and find comfort in grace, not our works.
Saturday May 15 @ 5p
We'll gather at church for social distancing and follow CDC guidelines for food service and
handling.
Bring $5 (to cover the meal) and a friend.
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SUMMER HOUSING REQUEST
Hayley Giovinazzo is:




Fellow WELS member who goes to one of our Lutheran colleges.
Interning in Nashville this summer and hoping to rent a room
from someone in our church family.
Younger sister of Sydney Giovinazzo, whom members might
remember as a tremendous & energetic servant who helped with our Soccer Camp in
2019.

Please learn a little more about Hailey and prayerfully consider if you could help her with her
request. Talking with her, I believe she is cut from the same cloth as her older sister and would
be a tremendous help to our music ministry this summer, as well as an awesome person.
Hi members and family of Abiding Faith, my name is Hayley Giovinazzo. I’m originally from
Massachusetts, I grew up as a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in South Attleboro.
I’m a junior at Wisconsin Lutheran College, and I’m studying Business Marketing. Since coming
to Wisconsin for school I go to The Bridge church at St. Paul’s in Muskego. I am reaching out
because I am looking for a room to rent this summer from May 31st to August 16th. I’m
applying for an internship this summer as a social media marketing intern at a writer’s round,
called the Song Suffragettes, at The Listening Room Cafe in Nashville. I’ve dreamed of
Nashville ever since I was 5 years old, and got the amazing opportunity to visit a few months
ago and I couldn’t wait to come back.
I’m a songwriter, I’ve been writing since I was in grade school and have had a passion for music,
specifically country music, for my whole life. Other than music I love traveling, finding new
places to eat and shop. I love the beach, warm weather, and coffee (I basically survive on it). I
enjoy watching movies, being active, and visiting new places.
I’m looking for a room to rent for those few months, where I can sleep and write. I’ll be there
Monday nights for the show and then throughout the week. I’m also looking to work at
Starbucks while I’m there so I hopefully wouldn’t be too much of a bother. Also, I am Sydney
Giovinazzo’s little sister, she was the one who connected me with your church and had nothing
but amazing things to say about all of you, I look forward to (hopefully) meeting you!
Please contact me @ hayleygio213@gmail.com or (978) 793-3603.
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In addition to private,
pastoral counseling, our
congregation has partnered
with Christian Family
Solutions to provide
confidential, Christian
counseling using secure,
online video technology
with men and women of our
fellowship.
For mental health month,
CFS has provided some free
resources to help.
We’ll be sharing one new
resource per week.
More are available online on
our Facebook page.
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Abiding Faith Family - I am excited to announce an outdoor worship service and BBQ on
Sunday, June 13th, from 10:30a to 1:30p. We’ll gather under the tents in the parking lot for
worship and then enjoy free food, fun, and fellowship. I can’t wait to have our church family
gather again in one service and also invite our friends and neighbors to join us.
Help Needed
CANVASS – We’ll be canvassing the week before (June 7th-11th) inviting our community to
join us for this event. Your prayers and help stuffing invitations and canvassing our
community is needed!
PREP – Come @ 9:15am to help setup our facility for BBQ Fundraiser – moving tables/chairs
outside for meal, preparing drinks, preparing games, filling dunk tank, etc.
FOOD – Please bring chips (individual bags) and/or dessert for distribution at the meal. We’ll
provide the hot dogs, pulled pork, coleslaw, baked beans, and drinks.
IDEAS – We want to make this a great community event. What ideas do you have to
improve? Share with Pastor ASAP.
PARKING – If you are able, please park across the street on 6/13 to make room. Thanks. A
chauffeur will be available on Sunday morning from 10:15am – 10:30am for transport.
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