Abiding Faith Lutheran is a gathering of
people growing in generosity, discipleship,
and outreach.
1

WORSHIP
One day we will stand before God and be judged.
Are you ready?
We sometimes are too busy with work and school and family and friends and plans
and…and…and that we forget this world will one day end, be destroyed, and all creation
judged.
Are you confident looking forward to Judgment Day that you will be judged rightly? Today in
God’s Word we learn how to face judgment day with fear and faith.

CONNECT
Sunday

Sunday School @ 915 for all ages
Worship @ 1030, Livestream on Facebook, YouTube, & Twitch

Daily Devotions

2 minutes of Christ’s comfort connected with today’s topics on
our YouTube, Facebook, Instagram & Rumble.

Small Groups

Meet monthly with food, faith, and fellowship for Men (Grill Kings),
Women (WINGS), and Teens (Teen Night).

Church Library

Free resources including devotionals, children’s books, commentaries,
and music. Take what you need and return when finished. Thanks.

Social Media

Connect with us on Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Twitch, or Rumble

PASTOR
Hi, I’m Keith Schleis (pronounced Sh-lice).
I enjoy birdwatching, basketball, and smoking BBQ.
Please call/text me on my cell @ 615.692.4343 or email
Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com if I can be of any help to you.
May God bless your day!
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HYMN #727 THERE IS A HIGHER THRONE

3

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,the love of God, & the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
And also with you.
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given us his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts
with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord

Lord have mercy.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from
your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of
Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ
Christ have mercy.
For the well-being of your Holy Church in all the world & for those
who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord
Lord have mercy.
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your
power, and keep us in your tender care

Amen.

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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Let us pray.
Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may
always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the day of your righteous
judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith and present us at last holy and blameless
before you; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

MALACHI 4
“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace.
All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on
fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them.
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But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.
And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. 3 Then you will trample down the
wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these things,” says
the LORD Almighty.
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PSALM 90
Verses are sung responsively. Refrain sung in unison after musical introduction to the refrain.

Lord, you have been our dwelling place*
throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world,*
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,*
or like a watch in the night. Refrain
You have set our iniquities before you,*
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
You turn mortals back to dust.*
You sweep them away in the sleep of death.
The length of our days is seventy years— or eighty, if we have the strength;*
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow.
Teach us to number our days aright,*
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Refrain

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,*
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
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HEBREWS 9
24

For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he
entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to
offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year
with blood that is not his own. 26 Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the
creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away
with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will
appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. Matthew 24:42

JOHN 5
24

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 25 I tell you the truth, a time
is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those
who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life
in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.
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“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his
voice 29 and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done
evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my
judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.

HYMN #382 MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS

SERMON: HEBREWS 9
How To Face Judgment Day

Pastor Keith Kruck
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER AND OFFERING





Text2Give Text the amount to 615-490-0996
PayPal Visit abiding-faith.org/give
Swipe Debit/Credit Card Login to iPad near Coffee with PIN 1041
EFT Set up recurring withdrawals from your bank. Contact Ted Ewald, Treasurer

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S SUPPER
We prepare to receive a heavenly meal called the Lord’s Supper. Depending on your preparation (1
Corinthians 11:27-29), this Meal can either bring forgiveness or judgment to you. We invite members of
Abiding Faith or other WELS and ELS congregations to eat and drink. Other guests are asked to speak
with Pastor Schleis before eating/drinking so you can be properly prepared. Thanks.
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts

We lift them up to the LORD.

Let us give thanks
to the Lord our God

It is good and right so to do.

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and
honor and glory for ever and ever.
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
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LORD’S BLESSING
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: #293 GOD’S WORD IS OUR GREAT HERITAGE

13

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Day
11/7

Usher
Safety
Timmerman Harter
Wilson
Nitz
Woodward

Music
Cobb

Friendship Fellowship Stream Greet
Mitchell
Feil
Harter Hieber
Collins
Ewald

11/14 Worley
Wright
Young
11/21 Barrs
Bergsing
Brown
11/28 Bass
Cobb
Nitz
12/1 Cobb
Collins
Cox

DeGennaro McFadden Wright
Bass
Collins

12/5
12/8

Gensmer
DeGennaro Gensmer
Bass

Ewald
Larsen
Larsen
DeGennaro
12/12 Ewald
12/15 DeGennaro
Feil
Gonzales

Pflueger
Razo

Harter Elliott

Brown
Kendrick

Feil

Schleis
DeGennaro

Jones
Feil

Cobb

Barrs
Cox

Harter
Nitz

Cobb

Leiby
Mitchell

Harter Hieber

Plamann |
Fellowship
Bradish, P |
Sanctuary

Mitchell
Schleis

Harter Elliott

Weindorf |
Fellowship

Harter Naasz

Kimball |
Fellowship
Collins |
Sanctuary

Brown
Kendrick

12/19 Ewald
12/24 Feil
Jones
Feil
Hildenbrand
12/25 Hieber
Feil
Inniger
Kendrick
12/26 Kendrick
Harter
Leiby
Mitchell

Nicolosi
Worley

Gensmer
McFadden Wright
Collins

Feil
Cobb

Cobb

Harter Naasz

Clean
Young |
Fellowship
Nitz |
Sanctuary
Nitz |
Fellowship

Harter Pflueger Nicolosi |
Fellowship

Schleis
DeGennaro

Harter Pflueger

Barrs
Cox

Harter Hieber

McFadden Leiby
Mitchell
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All |
Thanksgiving

Harter Elliott

Woodward |
Fellowship

OPPORTUNITIES
BUILD FAITH TODAY: Would you like to join our church family? Pastor Schleis teaches a
Faithbuilders class that builds faith through the basic teachings of the Bible. We meet for class
around your schedule – evenings, weekends, daytime, etc.
Interested? Text Pastor Schleis @ 615.692.4343 or email Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com
MINISTRY SUPPORT UPDATE: Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. Your
gifts of time, talent, and treasure allow us to fulfill God’s mission and vision for us.
Honor the LORD with all your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns
will be filled to overflowing and your vats will brim over with new wine. Proverbs 3:9-10
Needed
$154,024.98

Received
$142,129.86

Difference
-$11,895.12

Weekly Need
$3500.57

BOOK FAIR COMING SOON: Have you purchased all of your Christmas gifts? Would you like
to give something spiritual to help yourself or others in 2022?
Consider our Book Fair for Christ-centered books, Bibles, devotionals, DVDs, and more.
Book Fair will be hosted here in the Fellowship Hall at the end of the month. Resources
produced by our Northwestern Publishing House (NPH), our national church body’s publishing
house. That means you can trust the Biblical content and Christ-centered message in each
resource as its been reviewed by our Pastors instead of just trusting Amazon reviews.
Resources will be sold for 20% off listed list and free shipping.
CHOIR PRACTICE TODAY! Praise Jesus with us by joining our Adult Choir. Practices begin
immediately after service starting today as we prepare for special services like Thanksgiving
Sunday, Advent, and Christmas.





No experience necessary.
All welcome.
Practices are short (20 minutes), fun (ask Sandy Henley) and joyous.
Talk with Rhonda Cobb if you have any questions or interest.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Youth, ages 4-14
Bring your children
and grandchildren to
hear the stories of
Jesus love.
 Age appropriate
lessons
 Small class sizes
 Fun crafts
 Dedicated
teachers
 Stories that last a
lifetime
Teen & Adult
Our society seems to
be falling apart, but
this is nothing new.
Thousands of years
ago, God’s people
suffered under sinful
leaders & rampant
immorality in a
godless age.
Let’s gather together
for Old Testament
Stories They Didn’t
Teach You in Sunday
School
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We all hoped 2021 would be better than 2020.
We all hoped that 2021 would be a year of growth after a year of fear and worry.
How can we find blessed growth in a world of turmoil, trial, and trouble?
Each year, all members of Abiding Faith (ages 10 and over) gather for small group Bible study
called Cottage Meetings to encourage and uplift each other in these tough times.
Together, in God’s Word, we’ll find blessed growth in 2021!
Please register today for an upcoming meeting:






Sunday October 31st @ 1135a
Sunday November 7th @ 915a

How can I register for a group meeting?

Tuesday November 9th @ 600p
Wednesday November 10th @ 700p

How do I register for a 1 on 1 meeting?

1. Please register online (preferred) @
https://bit.ly/2021CottageMeetings
2. Signup sheets in Fellowship Hall

Please contact Pastor ASAP @
615.692.4343 to set something up.

17

Our church family is growing and we need to expand our Sanctuary so we can all worship
together. Our Phase 3 Building Ministry will add 8 more pews and more room for our
musicians, choirs, and livestreaming team.
In early 2020, our Sanctuary was 90% full most Sundays and parking lot 100% full.
In 2020 and 2021, we have grown with over 40 new members.
God continues to bless us richly with more people taking classes to join our congregation.
We need to expand so everyone can worship together.
Your donations will help us expand ministry and worship following our Master Site Plan.
Our congregation has approved this expansion to be paid for in cash, no loans. Construction will
only begin when we receive the total amount in donations.
Please pray for God’s blessings on this project and, if you are able, donate via text giving
(615.490.0996), online (abiding-faith.org/give), or by envelope to Phase 3 Building Ministry
Construction Costs
$75,305.11

Phase 3 Building Ministry Funds
$37,675
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TEEN SKI WEEKEND IN GATLINBURG
Join fellow brothers and sisters in Christ for an exciting Ski
Weekend in Gatlinburg. Visit SouthernSkiWeekend.com to
learn more about this fun opportunity for faithbuilding and
fellowship.
Who: Teens ages 11-18. For many activities, teens
will be split into middleschool and
highschool groups. 200+ youth attend
When: 2/4 – 2/6 Begins Friday night at 9pm and leave on Sunday morning.
Where: 120 passenger aerial tramway, Mt. Harrison, Ober mall, and all the fun with
Ober Gatlinburg.
Cost:

$195 - $215 depending on activities chosen. You can ski, snowboard, or
snowtube. All-inclusive with activities, lodging, t-shirt, and meals.

Time:

Middle School

High School

Fri: 9:00-10:00

Mixer in the East Room

Mixer in the West Room

Fri 10:00-:11:00

Swim, play games, relax

Swim, play games, relax

Fri 11:00

Lights Out

Lights Out

Sat 8:00

Breakfast

Breakfast

Sat 9:00-8:00

Tube, Ski, Skate, Explore Ober
Gatlinburg, Get attacked by a bear.

Tube, Ski, Skate, Explore Ober Gatlinburg,
Get attacked by a bear

Sat 9:00-9:30

Milk and Cookies back at the hotel

Milk and Cookies back at the hotel

Sat 9:30-10:15

Devotion (east room)

Games (west room)

Sat 10:15-11:00

Games (west room)

Devotion (east room)

Sat 11:00

Lights Out

Lights Out

Sun 8:00

Breakfast

Breakfast

Sun 9:00-10:30

Worship

Worship

10:30-12:00

Games (east room)

Games (west room)

12:00-1:00

Lunch

Lunch

1:00-?

Explore Gatlinburg

Explore Gatlinburg
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How many times has your pride got you in trouble?
How many times have you thought "I can do this!" and pushed on, only to find you can't do this,
and you made a really big mess, but you didn't want to admit it.
I have a problem with pride.
You probably do too.
God says he opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.
Too many men go through life without a support system of life-minded Christian brothers.
Join us for Grill Kings, our men's small group ministry, to find comfort in Christ and community,
not pride or demands.
We'll meet on Saturday, November 13th @ 5p.
Andy Feil’s home
Bring $5 to cover the cost of food, and a friend.
RSVP to Andy @ 615.838.3396 by Wednesday, November 10th so he can prepare enough food.
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WEDDING INVITATION: Our church family is invited to the wedding celebration of Kristy
Hundt and John Harter held on Saturday, November 20th @ noon here at Abiding Faith.
Lunch and fellowship will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Please join with us to celebrate their
special day! Please bring a side dish or dessert to pass.
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2021 has been a challenging year.
Let’s give thanks!
On Sunday, November 21st, we’ll gather for a festive worship service to remember all of God’s
blessings to us over the past year and praise Him for providing for us.
After the worship service, we’ll gather for a free Thanksgiving meal with all the fixins.
Sit inside or outdoors, whatever you prefer.
Maybe you have family to gather with on Thanksgiving, maybe not.
Maybe you have a big meal on Thanksgiving, maybe not.
Please gather with us as a church family to celebrate and enjoy the big meal.
Please bring a dish to pass for the meal, and a friend.
May God bless our time together!
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God has blessed us richly – home, health, friends, family, and most importantly, forgiveness of
sins and eternal home in Heaven.
What are you thankful for?
Would you share on our Thankful Tree?




In the Fellowship Hall there is a Thankful Tree and individual leaves.
Write what you are thankful for on a leaf and place on the tree.
We’ll thank God in our special service on November 21st using your leaves.

We last had our Thankful Tree displayed in 2019. 2019 seems like a long, scary time ago.
Yet the last 2 years have given us great perspective on how gracious, good, and great our God is
to us. Let’s give thanks together!
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In the month of December, debt, anxiety, and depression skyrocket.
Maybe the problem isn't society, advertising, Instagram, or Amazon.
Maybe the problem is we are lonely and needy, but we don’t want to admit either.
Where can you go to lament? Grieve? Cry?
Church on Wednesday night!
Come to church Wednesday night for 30 minute worship service with relaxing and meditative
music, candlelight, confession, and comfort.
Multiple mental health studies have demonstrated Christmas time is the mostly likely time of
year for one to experience depression and anxiety. Christmas time is extremely difficult for
millions of Americans. It is not a time of hope and good cheer, but darkness and gloom.
You may have to fake happiness at work and school, but not at church. Join us together for
ancient Advent psalms of lament, comfort, and hope you need today.
12/1 – Big Girls Do Cry – Psalm 55
12/8 – Scared of the Dark – Psalm 56
12/15 – Still Crying, Still Scared, Still Good – Psalm 57
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