
  1 

 

  



2 

Amy Simpson, author of Troubled Minds, wrote, “Mental illness is more common than diabetes, 

heart disease, cancer, HIV, and AIDS combined.” 

2020 and 2021 have burdened us with stress, worry, loss, and anxiety previously unthinkable. 

How can we cope, even thrive, under these conditions? 

Today we find comfort, peace, and joy through God’s Word that we need right now.  

 Our lit Paschal Candle pictures Christ’s presence among us this Christmas season. 

Sunday   Sunday School @ 915 for all ages     

   Worship @ 1030, Livestream on Facebook, YouTube, & Twitch 

Daily Devotions 2 minutes of Christ’s comfort connected with today’s topics on   

   our YouTube, Facebook, Instagram & Rumble. 

Small Groups  Meet monthly with food, faith, and fellowship for Men (Grill Kings),  

   Women (WINGS), and Teens (Teen Night).  

Church Library  Free resources including devotionals, children’s books, commentaries,  

   and music. Take what you need and return when finished. Thanks. 

Social Media  Connect with us on Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Twitch, or Rumble  

Hi, I’m Keith Schleis (pronounced Sh-lice).                         

I enjoy birdwatching, basketball, and smoking BBQ.  

Please call/text me on my cell @ 615.692.4343 or email 

Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com if I can be of any help to you.  

May God bless your day! 

 

 

WORSHIP 

CONNECT 

PASTOR   

mailto:Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

Amen. 

During the introduction to the hymn, water is poured into the font. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.                         John 3:5-6 

Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.   

But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of our God.                        1 Corinthians 6:11 
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As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ I pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the 

washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without 

stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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Let us pray.  

Heavenly Father, we gather for your comfort, your hope, your purpose in this frightful world. 

Calm our hearts and open our minds to hear your Word. Teach us daily to let go of fear and hold 

on to you, through your Son Jesus Christ, our LORD, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Misericordia, oh Señor; 

Misericordia, oh Señor. 

He pecado contra ti, oh Señor, 

En pensamientos pecaminosos, 

Palabras, acciones pecaminosas, 

Y lo bueno que no he hecho, oh Señor. 

Por causa de Cristo perdóname, 

Por causa de Cristo mi Salvador, 

Colgado en la cruz, castigado por mí, 

El Hijo de Dios. 

 

Mercy, oh Lord; 

Mercy, oh Lord. 

I have sinned against you, oh Lord, 

In sinful thoughts 

Words, sinful actions, 

And the good that I haven't done, oh Lord. 

For Christ's sake forgive me, 

For the sake of Christ my Savior, 

Hanging on the cross, punished by me, 

The son of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISERICORDIA, OH SENOR 
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The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king 

over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I 

have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it 

and kill me.”  The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 

LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the 

one I indicate.”  

4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town 

trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in 

peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice 

with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here 

before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, 

for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD 

has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has 

the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said 

to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you 

have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.”  

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 12 So he sent and had him 

brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features.  

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and 

anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came 

upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 

 

 

 

1 SAMUEL 16 
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Verses are sung responsively. Refrain sung in unison after musical introduction to the refrain.  

 

Why do the nations conspire* 

and the peoples plot in vain? 

 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD* 

and against his Anointed One.     Refrain 

 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 

the Lord scoffs at them. 

 

Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

 

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 

He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.     Refrain 

 

PSALM 2 
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4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of 

righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the 

hope of eternal life. 

Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia. (Mark 1:11b) 

 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Christ. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more 

powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing 

floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 

fire.” 21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 

praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. 

And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

TITUS 3 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

LUKE 3 
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HYMN: #737   GOD’S OWN  CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT 
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Baptism for My Mental Health 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 Text2Give. Text the amount (10, 20, etc) to 615-490-0996. Click on link to complete. 

 App Download GivePlus app by Vanco Payment Solutions.  

 Swipe Login to iPad near Coffee with PIN 1041. Swipe debit/credit card.  

 EFT Set up recurring withdrawals from your bank. Contact Ted Ewald, Treasurer. 

Kassi Corter 

Preston Larsen 

Elias, Maritzabel, & Valentina 

 

SERMON: TITUS 3 

APOSTLES CREED 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER AND OFFERING 

JOINING OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

JOINING THE MILITARY 

FAREWELL 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Brothers & sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

Mirad Cuan Amor nos ha dado  

El Padre al hacernos hijos de Dios 

Para ser llamados Hijos de Dios 

Look how much love he has given us 

The Father by making us children of God 

To be called Sons of God 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

LORD’S BLESSING  

HIJOS DE DIOS 
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SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

Day Usher Safety Music Friendship Fellowship Greet Clean 

1/9 Brown 
Cobb                          
Cobb 

DeGennaro 
Bass 

McFadden Cox           
Leiby 

Hartbarger        
Kendrick 

 Bass | Fellowship 
Young | Sanctuary 

1/16 Bradish 
Collins 
Cox 

Brown            
Kendrick 

Gensmer Cox, Peyton 
& Neyland 

Richman           
Schabel 

Naasz Bergsing | 
Fellowship 
 

1/23 DeGennaro 
DeGennaro 
Larsen 

Jones              
Feil 

Gensmer Mitchell        
Mitchell 

Saucedo              
Collins 

Pflueger Bradish | 
Fellowship  
 
Ye | Sanctuary 

1/30 Ewald 
Feil 
Feil 

Harter                    
DeGennaro 

Schleis             
Cobb 

Mitchell         
Mitchell 

Ball                       
Klenke 

 All 

2/6 Gonzales 
Hayden 
Hieber 

Harter             
Nitz 

Cobb Schleis             
Schleis  

 Hieber Bradish | 
Fellowship 

2/13 Hildenbrand 
Inniger 
Jones 

DeGennaro 
Bass 

Gensmer Schleis           
Wright 

  Brown | 
Fellowship  
 
Wright | 
Sanctuary 

2/20 Kendrick 
Kendrick 
Kimball 

Brown            
Kendrick 

Feil Barrs                 
Collins 

 Naasz Cobb | Fellowship 

2/27 Leiby 
McFadden 
Mitchell 

Jones              
Feil 

Gensmer Cox           
Leiby 

 Pflueger Collins | 
Fellowship  
 
Wright | 
Sanctuary 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

12 Kelly Bass 

12 Leon Kimball 

12 Randy Timmerman 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
BUILD FAITH TODAY: Would you like to join our church family?   Pastor Schleis teaches a 

Faithbuilders class that builds faith through the basic teachings of the Bible. We meet for class 

around your schedule – evenings, weekends, daytime, etc.  

Interested? Text Pastor Schleis @ 615.692.4343 or email Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com  

MINISTRY SUPPORT UPDATE: Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. Your 

gifts of time, talent, and treasure allow us to fulfill God’s mission and vision for us.  

Honor the LORD with all your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns 

will be filled to overflowing and your vats will brim over with new wine. Proverbs 3:9-10 

Needed  Received  Difference  Weekly Need 

$3500.57 $6190 +$2689.43 $3500.57 

AUDIO TECHNICIAN OPPORTUNITY: Would you like to learn how to help behind the scenes 

for our audio system? David Hoerning would like to train someone – would you like to learn? 

No previous skills needed, just a willingnes to learn. Setup and takedown of audio equipment, 

microphone setup and placement, and using the audio equipment. 

From Dave: It looks scary, but it’s honestly super easy once you know what everything does :-p 

NEW PASTOR INSTALLATION: Ascension Lutheran Church in Crossville, Tennessee cordially 

invites you to praise the Lord of His Church at the Service of Installation of Pastor John 

Qualmann.  The service will be January 16, 2022 at the church at 5pm CST.  A celebratory 

fellowship meal will follow.  Pastor Nathan Moldenhauer, former associate with Pastor 

Qualmann, will be the preacher.   

To help plan the meal afterwards, we ask that you would let us know how many are coming 

from your church or if you would do that individually.  Please call 678-799-0621 or 

email Revlzahn@gmail.com with RSVP by January 6th.  If you cannot come, we request your 

prayers for God’s blessing on the ministry of Pastor Qualmann.  Any greetings or words of 

encouragement can be mailed to the church at 426 Sparta Drive Crossviille, TN 38557.  We hope 

you will join us. 

 

mailto:Keith.a.Schleis@gmail.com
mailto:Revlzahn@gmail.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Youth, ages 4-14 

Bring your children 
and grandchildren to 
hear the stories of 
Jesus love. 

 Age appropriate 
lessons 

 Small class sizes 

 Fun crafts 

 Dedicated 
teachers 

 Stories that last a 
lifetime 
 

 

Teen & Adult 

“Pastor, I don’t know 
much about the 
Bible. Where can I 
start?” How about 
Sunday School? 

Join us for these 
interesting and 
informative stories 
that we won’t give to 
the children but the 
teens and adults 
definitely need. 

Find answers to hard 
questions in your life 
through the stories of 
Scripture.  

Learn more about 
God’s love. 
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Our church family is growing and we need to expand our Sanctuary so we can all worship 

together. Our Phase 3 Building Ministry will add 8 more pews and more room for our 

musicians, choirs, and livestreaming team. 

In 2020 and 2021 we have grown with over 45 new members!       

We have so many people coming to worship we can’t fit together in the Sanctuary.   

We need to expand so everyone can worship together.          

Your donations will help us expand ministry and worship following our Master Site Plan.                               

We already have an approved Building Permit to begin construction. Our congregation has 

approved this expansion to be paid for in cash, no loans. Construction will only begin when we 

receive the total amount in donations.   

Please pray for God’s blessings on this project and, if you are able, donate via text giving 

(615.490.0996), online (abiding-faith.org/give ), or by envelope to Phase 3 Building Ministry 

 Construction Costs Phase 3 Building Ministry Funds 

$75,305.11 $42,820 
 

http://www.abiding-faith.org/give
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TEEN SKI WEEKEND IN GATLINBURG 
Join fellow brothers and sisters in Christ for an exciting Ski 

Weekend in Gatlinburg. Visit SouthernSkiWeekend.com to 

learn more about this fun opportunity for faithbuilding and 

fellowship.  

 Who: Teens ages 11-18. For many activities, teens 
  will be split into middleschool and  
  highschool groups. 200+ youth attend 

 When: 2/4 – 2/6 Begins Friday night at 9pm and leave on Sunday morning. 

 Where: 120 passenger aerial tramway, Mt. Harrison, Ober mall, and all the fun with  
  Ober Gatlinburg. 

 Cost:  $195 - $215 depending on activities chosen. You can ski, snowboard, or   
  snowtube. All-inclusive with activities, lodging,  t-shirt, and meals. 

Time: Middle School High School 

Fri: 9:00-10:00 Mixer in the East Room Mixer in the West Room 

Fri 10:00-:11:00 Swim, play games, relax Swim, play games, relax 

Fri 11:00 Lights Out Lights Out 

Sat 8:00 Breakfast Breakfast 

Sat 9:00-8:00 Tube, Ski, Skate, Explore Ober 
Gatlinburg, Get attacked by a bear. 

Tube, Ski, Skate, Explore Ober Gatlinburg, 
Get attacked by a bear 

Sat 9:00-9:30 Milk and Cookies back at the hotel Milk and Cookies back at the hotel 

Sat 9:30-10:15 Devotion (east room) Games  (west room) 

Sat 10:15-11:00 Games (west room) Devotion (east room) 

Sat 11:00 Lights Out Lights Out 

Sun 8:00 Breakfast Breakfast 

Sun 9:00-10:30 Worship Worship 

10:30-12:00 Games (east room) Games (west room) 

12:00-1:00 Lunch Lunch 

1:00-? Explore Gatlinburg Explore Gatlinburg 

http://www.southernskiweekend.com/
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On average, adult men have 0 or 1 close friends. 

Men get so busy with work and life and everything that when stress and worry pile up, we don’t 

have a close friend to talk to. 

Are you feeling stressed?          

Frustrated?             

Even a little overwhelmed? 

Join us for Grill Kings, our small group men’s ministry, where with God and good grub we 

admit our weaknesses, create lasting friendships, and find comfort in grace, not works. 

Please join us on Saturday, January 22 for Grill Kings @ Pastor Schleis’ home. 

 Meal: Brisket & Smoked Queso 

 Study: Encouragement from God never to give up 

 Bring $5 to cover the cost of food and a friend 

 RSVP to Pastor @ 615.692.4343 by Wed Jan 19 so he knows how much brisket we will 

need 
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As we begin another new year, we set goals for growth at home, at work, and at school.   

We’ve learned some lessons over 2021 and we resolve to grow in 2022. 

 

As your Pastor I want to help you grow in faith this year. 2021 was exhausting, isolating, & 

stressful. Let’s grow together in Christ and community!  

 

This January we’ll offer new and refreshed opportunities for your personal growth. Consider 

stepping out in faith either by starting a daily devotion, gathering with fellow Christians for 

Sunday School, or coming weekly for our new sermon series.  

 

May God bless you to try something new like joining your brothers and sisters for Sunday 

School this 2022 for your growth and Christian fellowship.  

 

Sermon Series 

1/2    Amazing Grace For Everyone 

1/9    Washed Clean Of Everything 

1/16  Miracles Happen Everyday 

 

Sunday School 

1/9    Fire from Heaven 

1/16   I want to die 

1/23  God’s Little Whisper 

 

Daily Devotion 

Today’s topics 

2 minutes of good news 

YouTube, Facebook, 

Instagram & Rumble
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Pride may be Satan’s most effective tool for destroying women.                       

Pride keeps us silent when we are hurting & scared to ask for help.  

Are you feeling vulnerable but don’t want to admit it?                                

Struggling with pride?                      

Looking for someone to listen and care? 

Too many women go through life without a support system of like-minded Christian sisters for 

support and encouragement. 

Join us for WINGS, our women’s small group ministry, to find comfort & community. 

Please join us on Saturday, February 26 for WINGS @ Dawn Schleis’ home. 

 Meal: Something good 

 Study: Support to be humble and honest  

 Bring $5 to cover the cost of food and a friend 

 RSVP to Dawn @ 615.971.8498 by Wed Feb 23 so she knows how much food she’ll need 
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Can you beat Pastor at Laser Tag?         

Can you have some fun on Saturday night? 

Teens, let’s get together!  

Teen Night is our small group for teens to put down phones that exhaust us, be honest, and 

recharge when depleted with faith and friends.   

Please join us on Saturday, February 12 for Teen Night at Stars and Strikes in Smyrna 

 Meal: Free Pizza 

 Study: You may be lonely, but you are never alone 

 Free Bowling, Laser Tag, and games 

 Bring a friend 

 RSVP to Dwan Martin @ 615.423.8195 by Wed Feb 6 so we can reserve enough lanes 

We can be honest about how are feeling and find comfort in Christ and community.    

It’s ok to be exhausted – just know where to go to recharge. 

Join us for this 100% free night! 
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PARISH NURSE 
Carrie Feil, our Parish Nurse, would love to help you for 

free with any of your health related needs. 

 Registered Nurse since 2001. 

 Mom to Aaron and Alex, wife to Andy 

 Experience with many different healthcare 

settings 

The Parish Nurse program is a FREE resource to all 

members of Abiding Faith. She serves as a health 

educator, health counselor, and community liaison. 

Please feel free to call or email Carrie with questions. 

She can be reached @ 615-838-6633 or 

abfaithnurse@gmail.com 

 

BARNABAS MINISTRY 
Life is exhausting and stressful. Don’t pretend like you 

are perfect – ask for help! Hope Gray leads our 

Barnabas Ministry Team to help encourage, support, 

and pray for our church family and community. 

Our Barnabas Ministry Team rallies to help by 

remembering the good days (birthdays, anniversaries), 

the bad days (death, divorce), and the struggles of life 

(sickness, hospitalization, etc) with prayer, cards, texts, 

emails, and calls. 

If we can be of any assistance, please contact Hope @ 

615.489.7694 or email  davehope.gray@gmail.com  

mailto:abfaithnurse@gmail.com
mailto:davehope.gray@gmail.com
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FREE STUFF  
Who likes free stuff?                                                                                         

You do!!!    

 Visit the table under the picture board today for: 

 Faith Resources like daily devotionals, prayers, 

WELS Forward in Christ, our national church body’s 

monthly magazine, and more. 

 

 Coffee Mugs and Pens to share with your family and friends. One guy joined our 

church after drinking coffee out of a free mug for about a year. A gentle reminder we 

are here to serve  when your coffee is finished, of course. 

  

 Church Library with a bunch of different resources. Take what you want, and return 

when you are done. Donations welcome, if you have resources you’d like to share. 

 

COUNSELING 

In addition to private, pastoral 

counseling, our congregation has 

partnered with Christian Family 

Solutions to provide confidential, Christian counseling using secure, online video technology 

with men and women of our fellowship.   

Visit www.christianfamilysolutions.org to learn more regarding the providers and options. We 

currently have multiple members using this service at discounted rates through the 

congregation. 

Contact Pastor Schleis for more details.  

 

http://www.christianfamilysolutions.org/
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OUR BROTHERS & 

SISTERS IN 

IBAGUÉ,  

The last few months we have welcomed Elías and 

Maritzabel and their family from our sister 

congregation in Ibagué, Colombia. God has richly 

blessed their congregation under the leadership of 

Pastor Henry Herrera and we rejoice in their 

growth and our shared faith in Christ! 

Elías and Maritzabel have shared with me some 

wonderful pictures of their congregation. Please 

join with me in thanking God for their family, 

wishing them safe travel as they return to Ibagué, 

and praying for a return visit to USA, perhaps this 

Summer. 

Learn more @ https://wels.net/serving-

others/missions/latin-america/  

  

https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/latin-america/
https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/latin-america/
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Since 2019, we have been blessed with unprecedented growth: 

 64 new members 

 New outreach opportunities through ESL, counseling, and our Smyrna Day School 

 New discipleship ministries for men, women, and teens 

 Building permit to expand our Sanctuary 

Wow!             

All glory to God for His rich blessings! 

Church Family; let’s gather together for our Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 30th.    

This 60 minute meeting will include a potluck meal, reports on 2021 and plans for 2022.  

We’ve got some big questions to answer, and we need your help: 

 How can we assimilate all members to feel part of our family? 

 How can we work together to reach out to our growing Smyrna community? 

 Should we expand our Sanctuary before Easter?  

Please plan on joining us on Sunday, January 30th. We’ll gather after worship in the Fellowship 

Hall for food & faith.  Bring a dish to pass for the potluck, and your ideas for our future. Thanks.  


