Kindergarten Week 6: Zoo Animals
Estimated Time

Total Time: approximately 60-75 minutes/day
Work at the pace that works best for you and your child.
All activities are aligned to Common Core State Standards for Kindergarten.

Grade Level
Standard(s)

Caregiver Support
Option

To learn more about these standards, please visit the following:
● Common Core State Standards for Kindergarten Parent Roadmap:
English Language Arts https://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/36/Updated
%20ParentGuide_ELA_K.pdf
● Mathematics https://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/36/ParentGui
de_Math_k.pdf
Participate with your child in the suggested activities below to facilitate shared
learning.
Paper, writing utensils (crayons, markers, pencils), counters, dice, cheerios(or other
small manipulatives) number cards 1-6, paperclip

Materials Needed

Suggested Books:
Giraffe’s Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae
How Are You by Angela Dominguez
Grumpy Monkey by Suzane Lane
Elmer the Elephant by David McKee
Leo The Late Bloomer by: Robert Kraus
Links to additional digital resources available on the last page of the packet.

Question to Explore
Student Directions

●
●
●

What animals live at the Zoo?
What are mammals?
How are animals the same/different?

Each activity below has directions for you to follow.

If you would like to provide feedback on this packet, please scan the QR code.

Day 1: Mammals
Introduce the Topic: This week we will be “traveling” to the zoo! The zoo is home to many different
animals. What animals do you know that live at the zoo? Hint: Think of animals that live in different
places, such as a rainforest, ocean, grassland, mountain, desert, arctic, savannah, etc.
Learn & Discuss: Mammals are certain animals that: have a backbone, are warm blooded, drink milk
from their mother, have hair and breathe air. Humans are mammals!
Literacy Activity:
1. Look at the pictures below and try to determine which are mammals based on the description
above. Hint: There are 11 of them.
2. Can you think of an animal for each letter of the alphabet? Write the name of the animal in
the chart below.
3. Read the riddles below and guess which animal it could be, then draw a picture to match.
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Animal Riddles (*Answers can be found at the bottom of Day 1*)

A. I am the largest mammal to
live on land.
I am endangered.
I have tusks.
Who am I?
D. I live in North America. I
sleep all winter. I am black.
Who am I?

B. I have long legs. I rarely
sweat. I live in the desert. I
have humps to store body fat.

C. I live in the African
Rainforest. I have a colorful
face. I swing from trees.

Who am I?

Who Am I?

E. I live in the rainforests and
grasslands of Africa. I have
long curved claws. I sleep
under my long bushy tail.

F.  I live in the ocean. I have a
light belly and dark back. I am
the largest mammal on the
planet.

Who am I?

Who am I?
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Music/Movement Activity - We’re Going to the Zoo: Sing and dance along to “We’re Going to the
Zoo” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xAqZJNrF2s).
Chorus
We’re going to the zoo, zoo, zoo,
How about you, you, you?
You can come too, too, too.
We’re going to the zoo, zoo, zoo.

See the tall giraffes with long neck stretching.
Poking out tongues with long neck stretching.
Munching on leaves with long neck stretching,
We can stay all day!
(CHORUS)

See all the monkeys scritch, scritch, scratching
Hanging by their long tails scritch, scritch,
scratching
Jumping all around and scritch, scritch,
scratching
We can stay all day.
(CHORUS)

See the slippery seals splish, splash, splashing
Diving in the water splish, splash, splashing
Doing funny jigs splish, splash, splashing
We can stay all day!

See the elephants with long trunk swinging
Great big ears and long trunk swinging.
Snuffing up peanuts with long trunk swinging,
We can stay all day.
(CHORUS)

(CHORUS)
Great big rhino he’s huff, huff puffing
Horns to heavy he’s huff, huff puffing
Don’t get near the huff huff puffing.
Or you won’t stay all day!
(CHORUS)

Math Activity - Mammal Spin and Graph:
1. Gather materials - Spinner, pencil, paperclip, counters
2. Use a paperclip and a pencil to create a spinner.
3. Spin the spinner, then put a counter on the correct animal on the graph. If you don’t have a
counter, you could color a square in the graph.
4. Continue to spin until one animal makes it to the end.
5. Answer the questions below.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

How many total spins did you do? ______________________________
Which animal has the most?____________________________________
Which animal has the least? ____________________________________
Are there any animals that have the same amount? ____________________________
If not, how many more does one animal need to have the same as another animal?__________
How many more does the largest animal have from the least animal? ________________________
How many elephants and leopards are there? Write a number sentence to match.
________________________________________________________________________________
8. How many whales and black bears are there? Write a number sentence to match.
________________________________________________________________________________
9. Write the animals in order from least to greatest.
______________________ _______________________ ______________________ _____________________
Extension Activities:
Literacy: Create your own animal riddles using the animals from the video. See if you can stump a
family member with your clues! Remember, don’t give away who your animal is.
Math: Create a number sentence to represent the total number of rolls. Can you represent that
number in other ways? For example, if the total was 27 rolls, how many different ways can you make
27?
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Social Emotional Learning Activity: In the BrainPop video, you learned that some animals are
endangered, which means there are only a few of those animals left. How do you think those
animals feel? Pretend you are a tapir, elephant, snow leopard, or Amazon River dolphin. Finish the
sentences below:

I feel _____________________________ because ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________.

I wish that ______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
*Answers to Riddles: A: elephant, B: camel, C: mandrill monkey, D: black bear, E: anteater, F: whale
Day 2: Giraffes
Introduce the Topic: Giraffes are a type of mammal. What do you know about giraffes, what do you
wonder? If you have access to the internet, check out this video of a giraffe from our own Brookfield
Zoo!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NnUi8mfkjg&list=RDCMUCBDh3tzmQGIRxnnzlygsi-A&start_radio
=1
Learn & Discuss: Today you are going to read a Nonfiction article about Giraffes. Remember
Nonfiction means that the story is real. An author writes Nonfiction stories or articles to teach us facts
about a certain topic. Good readers pay attention to the facts, or the details, that the author states.
As you are reading, think about new facts you didn’t know before reading about giraffes.
Literacy Activity: Read about Giraffes below then complete the graphic organizer by writing/drawing
4 facts you learned about giraffes.
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Music/Movement Activity - Giraffes Stretches: Giraffes have very long necks. Sometimes we hold
tension in our necks and it’s important to stretch them out! Can you imagine how much tension a
Giraffe can hold in its neck? Let’s take a brain break and stretch out our neck!
1. Back and Forths: Standing or sitting
tall, lean your head down looking at
the floor, then back up looking at the
ceiling. Repeat slowly 10 times.
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2. Side to Sides: Standing or sitting tall, try
to touch your right ear to your right
shoulder for 10 seconds, then switch
and do the left side.

3. Neck Rotation: Slowly move your
head forward, right, back, and left in
a 360 degree motion(like a circle) for
10 seconds. Then switch and start left
and repeat for 10 seconds. Make sure
you move slowly, or you’ll make
yourself dizzy!
Math Activity - Counting Spots:
1. Gather materials: 2 dice, markers (such as cereal, pennie, bean, etc.), and virtual dice
(http://www.didax.com/apps/dice/). (Check out how to use the dice virtual manipulative
here https://youtu.be/NmalCiJVZD0.) If you are unable to access the virtual dice, write the
numbers1 through 6 on paper (each number two times). Draw two numbers (like rolling two
dice!).
2. Roll 2 dice and count the total.
3. Place a cheerio on the correct number.
4. Repeat until all numbers are covered.
5. If you roll the same number, roll again until you can cover a spot that is not covered.
6. Time yourself, play again, and see if you can beat your time!
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Extension Activities:
Literacy: Create a shape poem describing a giraffe. You can write words to describe the giraffe
around the outline of the giraffe on the Math template, or draw your own picture. See example of
star poem below.
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Math: Instead of using dots on the dice to count, create number cards 1-6, times 2. Play the game
above, flipping over 2 cards (instead of rolling 2 dice), add them together, and place the marker on
the correct spot. You can also change the numbers to be greater than 1-6 for an even greater
challenge!
Social Emotional Learning Activity:
1. Listen to Giraffe’s Can’t Dance https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UNRduYI_04
2. Pay attention to how Gerald’s feelings change from the beginning to the end of the story.
3. If you don’t have access to the internet, brainstorm moments where you tried to do something
but weren't able to. How did you feel when you first tried? How did you feel when you failed?
4. Think about 2 things you CAN do.
5. Think about one thing you wish you could do, but can’t do… YET.
6. Draw and write about it below:

I can ______________________________________.
I can ______________________________________.
I can’t ________________________________, YET!
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Day 3: Gorillas
Introduce the Topic: Today, let’s talk about Gorillas! Like Giraffes, Gorillas are mammals. When
Gorillas aren’t at the Zoo, their natural habitat is in the rainforest in Africa. They are plant eaters, and
especially love fruit. Gorillas are often compared to humans because we have similar characteristics
and behaviors.
Learn & Discuss: You are going to watch a video from Brookfield Zoo containing a mother and her
baby gorilla. Observe what the mom and the baby are doing. Think about how this is the same as a
human mom and baby and how this is different.
Literacy Activity:
1. Watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9ebeWypw_Q. (If you don’t have
access to a computer, look at the pictures provided below.)
2. Complete the Venn Diagram, comparing and contrasting mom and baby gorillas to humans.
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Music/Movement Activity - 5 Little Monkeys: Listen, sing, and dance to “5 Little Monkeys”
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VuCLO35jFg).
Five little monkeys jumping on the bed
One fell off and bumped his head
So, Mama called the doctor
And the doctor said
No more monkeys jumping on the bed

Two little monkeys jumping on the bed
One fell off and bumped his head
So, Mama called the doctor
And the doctor said
No more monkeys jumping on the bed

Four little monkeys jumping on the bed
One fell off and bumped his head
So, Mama called the doctor
And the doctor said
No more monkeys jumping on the bed

One little monkey jumping on the bed
He fell off and bumped his head
So, Mama called the doctor
And the doctor said
No more monkeys jumping on the bed

Three little monkeys jumping on the bed
One fell off and bumped his head
So, Mama called the doctor
And the doctor said
No more monkeys jumping on the bed

No little monkeys jumping on the bed
None fell off and bumped his head
So, Mama called the doctor
And the doctor said
Put those monkeys back in bed
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Math Activity - Greater Than Game:
1. Use a pencil and a paperclip to create a spinner.
2. Spin the spinner and move that number of places.
3. When you land on a number, you must fill in the recording sheet with that number, and a
number of your choosing that is greater.
4. If you land on a banana peel, you can fill in whichever number you’d like.
5. Continue to play until you have filled in your recording sheet.

Player 1

Player 2

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________
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____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

____________ is greater than ______________

Extension Activities:
Literacy: The word gorilla has 3 syllables. Think of as many other animal names that you can that also
have 3 syllables. Can you make a list of those animals? Challenge yourself to make a list of 1, 2 and
more than 3 syllable animal names!
Math: When playing “Gorilla Greater Than,” instead of choosing any number that is greater, see if
you can challenge yourself and state the number that is 10 more. Hint: Only the tens digit changes!
You can also create a game board with numbers greater than 20.
Social Emotional Learning Activity - Grumpy Monkey:
1. Listen to Grumpy Monkey ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37RVQ2vvy9w).
2. Throughout the story Jim’s f riends think he is grumpy because of his body language and how
his face looks. Pay close attention to Jim’s grumpy face. What do you notice?
3. If you don’t have access to a computer, make a grumpy face in the mirror, what do you
notice? Then, make a happy face in the mirror, what do you notice? If you don’t know how
to make a grumpy face, ask a grown up to make one for you!
4. Body language and facial expressions can show how someone is feeling.
5. Look at the 2 faces below. Design one face to look grumpy, and one face to look happy.
Talk to a grown up about how the faces are different.
6. Think about a time where you may have felt grumpy, what did you do to change your feelings
to happy?
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Day 4: Elephants
Introduce the Topic: Like giraffes and gorillas, elephants are another type of mammal that can be
found at the zoo. We already learned from the Brain Pop video that elephants are the largest
mammal on land. What else do you know about elephants? What do you wonder?
Learn & Discuss: Today you will go on a virtual safari to a Zoo. A safari is a special trip to the jungle to
see animals up close. You may want to bring binoculars with you to see them! When watching the
video, pay close attention to what the narrator is saying about the elephants.
Literacy Activity:
1. Watch the Safari Video
(https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/evscps.sci.life.safari/zoo-safari/).
2. If you don’t have access to a computer, read the text below.
3. Fill out the graphic organizer below, stating what elephants are, have and can do.
4. You can write/draw.

Elephants

The elephant is the largest mammal on land. African elephants can
weigh as much as 14,000lbs. That’s about the size of 3 large cars! The
elephant uses its trunk to help it eat its food, drink water, and even take a
shower. Elephants travel in groups called herds, this helps protect the
younger members of the family. An elephant can live to be 70 years old.
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are

Elephants 
have
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Music/Movement Activity -Elephant Breath:
1. Watch this video and practice moving and breathing like an elephant
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3u3VmRvfAqM
2. If you don’t have access to a computer, follow the instructions:
○ Stand with your feet wide apart and dangle your arms in front of you like an elephant
trunk.
○ Breathe in through your nose as you raise your arms high above your head.
○ Then breathe out through your mouth as you swing your arms down.
○ Try it for 10 breaths!
Math Activity:
1. Listen to Elmer the Elephant before completing (see Social Emotional Learning Activity below).
2. Solve each equation.
3. Color each box according to the color code.

Elmer The Elephant’s Equations
1- red
2- yellow
3- orange

4- green
5- dark blue
6- purple

7- pink
8- grey
9- light blue

10- black
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Extension Activities:
Literacy: Compare and contrast a real elephant like what you saw in the safari, to Elmer the
elephant. You can draw your own Venn Diagram like above.
Math: Count how many of each color you have, make tally marks to keep track. Organize the colors
from largest to smallest. Talk about what you notice about the colors.
Social Emotional Learning Activity - Elmer the Elephant:
1. Listen to Elmer the Elephant (h
 ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFrD18XLmlM). Pay
attention to how Elmer is different from the rest of the elephants and how that made him feel.
2. If you don’t have access to a computer, think about a time where you didn’t feel like you
belonged, or witnessed someone else feeling like they didn’t belong. Talk about it with a
grownup. What were you feeling? Did you do anything to change how you were feeling?
3. When there is someone who doesn’t look like or act like the rest of the group, we can call him
“unique,” or being one of a kind.
4. Think about what makes you unique, or one of a kind.
5. Finish the sentence starter below.
6. Draw a picture to match.
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I am unique because______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Day 5: Big Cats
Introduce the Topic: The zoo is also home to many “Big Cats.” There are many types of big cats, can
you think of any that might be at the zoo? (lions, tigers, snow leopards, cheetahs, jaguars) Although
big cats come in many shapes, colors and sizes, they have many things in common. For instance,
they have eyes that help them see well at night, they like to sleep during the day, they have sharp
teeth and claws, and they all have fur. Check out this video of two snow leopards playing in the
snow at our own Brookfield Zoo (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdDLTTWxQXw).
Learn & Discuss: Two of the most common big cats are lions and tigers. Below are two poems about
a tiger and a lion. A poem is different from a story because it’s arranged in lines, or stanzas. Poems
usually have some sort of rhythm and they often rhyme.
Literacy Activity - Big and Small Cats:
1. Read the poems once for enjoyment.
2. Read the poems again, this time, listening for the rhyming words.
3. When you can identify the rhyming words, circle them.
4. Write the rhyming words in the chart below. Can you think of more rhyming words to add to
the list?
5. Read the poems again to practice fluency!
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The Tiger
The tiger is fierce and striped and strong
With claws and teeth so sharp and long!
This cat gets hungry late in the day
So admire his beauty from far away!
-Melsh Goldish

King of Beasts
The lion is the king of beasts,
It has a mighty roar
And then will rest
For twenty hours more.
The lion roams the grassy plan
With members of its pride.
The sleep and play
Throughout the day
All stay side by side.
The lion is a royal beast,
It’s mane is thick and long,
I just can’t think
Of another beast
More beautiful or strong
-Melsh Goldish

Rhyming Words
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Music/Movement Activity - Did You Ever See A Tiger:
Listen to “Did You Ever See a Lassie” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pzmw6MHicU Sing the
song below to the same tune as above.
Did You Ever See a Tiger:
Did you ever see a tiger, a tiger a tiger,
Did you ever see a tiger, striped this way and that?
Striped this way and that way,
And this way and that way.
No you’ve never seen a tiger with stripes quite like that!
Math Activity - Math in Our World:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Above is a picture of a pride, or group, of lions.
What do you notice? What do you wonder?
How many lions do you see?
Can you count the number of eyes they have? (Hint, if each lion has 2 eyes, how could you
count the eyes)
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5. If each lion has 4 legs, how many total legs are in this picture? Draw a picture to help you
count!
6. Can you rearrange the number of legs into 10 frames to make counting easier?
7. Can you make a number sentence to represent the adult lions and the lion cubs?
8. Cover up some lions with your hand but don’t count them. Then, count how many are not
covered. Can you guess how many are hiding under your hand? Repeat with different
numbers.
9. What would happen if all the lion cubs went to go play, how many lions would be left? How
do you know?

Ten Frame

Extension Activities:
Literacy: We’ve learned about many different Zoo Animals this week. Which Zoo Animal is your
favorite and why? Write about it! Include as many details as you can!
Math: Design your own Zoo! You can include the animals we learned about this week and more!
Draw a picture of your Zoo. Then, use Math: Count the animals in different ways, create patterns with
the animals, create addition/subtraction sentences about the animals, use words like greater than
and less than, bigger and smaller, taller and shorter. What shapes can you use to help you design
your zoo? Be creative!
Social Emotional Learning Activity - Leo The Late Bloomer:
1. Listen to Leo The Late Bloomer (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXExqNPzsik).
2. Like Gerald from Giraffes Can’t Dance, Leo struggled to do things like everyone else, but he
eventually bloomed in his own time.
3. If you don’t have access to the internet, think about what you can do now that you weren’t
able to do at the beginning of the summer. Can you remember a time where your friend
could do something, but you couldn’t? How did that make you feel?
4. Design a flower (or use the template provided). On each petal, write something you can do
now that you couldn’t do before!
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Additional Digital Resources: Check out these additional resources with your child to extend your
child’s exploration of Zoo Animals! As you work through these resources, continue to ask your child
open-ended questions, such as:
● What do you notice, what do you wonder?
● How can you relate this to your life?
● What’s the same/different?
● What do you think the author wanted you to learn?
● How can you see Math at the Zoo?

Read Alouds
Giraffes Can’t Dance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UNRduYI_04
The Grumpy Monkey
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37RVQ2vvy9w
Elmer the Elephant
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFrD18XLmlM
Leo The Late Bloomer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXExqNPzsik
What’s New At the Zoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2J18N9jdR8c
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Curious George Visits the Zoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RNpRjMcZDA
How Are You by: Angela Dominguez
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQ6m10_nmkg (English and Spanish)
PebbleGo (articles, activities, and video) Username = cps
Mammals
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/10

Password = cps

Giraffes
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/25/articles/159
Gorillas
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/27/articles/170
Elephants
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/25/articles/157
Lions
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/30/articles/160
Tigers
https://site.pebblego.com/modules/1/categories/30/articles/195
PBS Learning Media
Zoo Field Trip (video)
https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/1abd0f5d-b482-4ded-b7fc-1e4dd01b2d83/zoo-field-tri
p/
Zoo Safari (video)
https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/evscps.sci.life.safari/zoo-safari/
Virtual Field Trip LA Zoo (video)
https://www.lazoo.org/education/teachers/#virtual
Math Learning Center - Math at Home
https://mathathome.mathlearningcenter.org/kindergarten
Kindergarten Activities of the Day
https://mathathome.mathlearningcenter.org/activities-of-the-day
Kindergarten Family Games
https://sites.google.com/mathlearningcenter.org/math-at-home/family-games
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Art Projects
How to Draw a Giraffe
https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/draw-with-drew-1-giraffes/
Watch this video on how monkeys have emotions or feelings just like humans.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjMhSfxL1sw
Brookfield Zoo Videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBDh3tzmQGIRxnnzlygsi-A
DREME Network At Home Early Math Learning Kit
https://dreme.stanford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj9961/f/dreme_at-home_early_math_learning_kit_for_fa
milies.pdf
Wide Open School
https://wideopenschool.org
Wide Open School is a free collection of resources for all content areas as well as emotional
well-being, get moving, English Language learners, special needs, family services, and more!
DREME Network Math Snacks
Quick and easy ideas for finding and talking about math in everyday family routines.
https://familymath.stanford.edu/math-snacks/
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