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1 Peter Overview 
 

 Who wrote this letter and to whom? 
o Peter wrote this letter to Christians across Asia Minor. He refers to them as elect 

exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. 
Simply, Peter’s letter was to be read by Christians dispersed all over 
geographically. 

 
 What was the author’s reason for the letter? 

o Peter tells us his reason for writing the letter in 5:12 it says, “I have written briefly 
to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it.” 
The Christians that Peter is writing to are experiencing persecution for their faith 
in Christ. (4:3-4) They are losing their jobs, homes, and being ostracized from 
society. Peter writes to remind them of the eternal salvation they have and 
encourages them to look to Jesus’ example of suffering.  

 
 What is the main idea?  

o The main idea of 1 Peter is for Christians to live as foreigners in this sinful world 
(2:11) Christians must realize this isn’t the final salvation that they will 
experience so it is important for them to keep serving Jesus until that day comes. 
Peter explains practically what it looks like to live in this world as a Christian. 

 
o Another major idea is suffering. Christians shouldn’t be surprised that they suffer 

in this world. Persecution should be expected because Jesus was persecuted for 
His holy conduct. (2:21) Persecution is to be expected but also the Christian’s 
suffering from denying self. Peter explains that we will face persecution and we 
will also suffer for fleeing ungodliness. (3:17) Both types of suffering are 
essential to the Christian faith because it affirms that our faith is genuine. (1:6-8) 

 
 How does this apply to me? 

o We do not face the same type of physical persecution that our Christian brothers 
and sisters face across the world, however, we do face persecution in different 
ways. The first way this applies is that it gives us a model of what a Christian 
should look like in a world that is sinful. We look to Jesus as the example, 
regardless of what society does to us, we must live a life of holiness (set apart) 
that points others to Jesus. 
 

o Peter is clear that we shouldn’t remove ourselves from society and never engage 
anyone, in fact, he teaches the opposite! We are to be in our community living 
godly and sharing the Gospel every opportunity that we have. We are responsible 
to reach our community with the Gospel. 

 
o This also applies to the way we look at suffering as Christians. If we are not 

standing out in society, then we aren’t living differently enough. Also, we should 
daily be suffering as we deny our own sinful desires and seek to live a life that 
makes Christ supreme. 
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 Questions: 

   
1. What does it mean to live a “holy” life?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How am I supposed to engage my community but not live like them?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What does it mean to suffer while denying self?  


