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The information that follows in ch. 7 precedes the
information in chs. 1-6 by one month. The year, month,
and day on which Moses finished setting up the tabernacle
(Num. 7:1) was the second year, first month, and first day. Numbers 1 is dated a month later than this: the second
year, second month, and first day. But there is a tie-in between the end of ch. 6 and the beginning of ch. 7.
Chapter 6 ends by emphasizing what God wants to do for his people; ch. 7 emphasizes what the people want to
do for God. The God who gives blessing at the end of ch. 6 is the God who shows that any gifts to God are a
response to his gift and not a means of earning that gift of blessing.
Chapter 7 is the longest chapter in the Pentateuch. It is concerned with the offerings from the tribal leaders for
the Lord. Verses 12-88 identify the tribal leader and the offering brought for the tabernacle. The list starts with
Judah and ends with Naphtali. In every instance the individual is to bring not only commodities (a sliver plate
or a golden dish), but also various animals for the following offerings: cereal, burnt, sin, and peace, always in that
order. Worship is more than handing God a gratuity. It is fellowship through sacrifice.
The part of ch. 7 about offerings (vv. 12-88) is preceded once again by a note not lacking in gravity or a
reminder of God’s holiness (vv. 1-11). The Israelite leaders are to present wagons for the transportation of
tabernacle equipment (vv. 1-8). The exception is for the ‘holy things’ of the tabernacle that are to be carried on
the shoulders of the Kohathites (v. 9). Numbers 4:1-15 informed us that the Kohathites must not dismantle the
‘holy things.’ That is left to the priests. But neither must the ‘holy things’ be piled on wagons. Human porterage
is necessary.
The chapter concludes (v. 89) with the observation that God spoke with Moses from the Holy of Holies. The text
simply says, “He [Moses] hears the voice.” It does not say that he saw the Lord. God’s communion with Moses is
aural, not visual. The Lord is heard, not seen, and that is because Moses does not enter the Holy of Holies. He
stops at the curtain/veil that separates the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. To be sure, Yahweh communes
with Moses in a way he communes with no other, but even for Moses these are restrictions.
Chapter 8 deals with the consecration of the Levites, a chapter much like Leviticus 8, which covers the
ordination of the Aaronic priests, but with one main distinction. The priests, when ordained, are
‘consecrated/sanctified’ (Ex. 29:1,21,23; Lev. 8:12,30). The Levites, when they start their service, are ‘purified’
(Num. 8:7, 15,21). The possible connection between chs. 7 and 8 is that both chapters are about ‘gifts.’ Chapter 7
describes the people’s gifts to God (see 7:3); ch. 8 describes God’s gift to his priests-that is, the Levites (see 8:19).
The description of the actual consecration service (vv. 5-22) is preceded by a brief paragraph (vv. 1-4) noting the
responsibility of the Aaronic priests for the lighting of the lamps in the tabernacle (see Ex. 25:31-40; 27:20-21;
Lev. 24:2-4). Thus, for a second time Numbers has placed a prelude directed at the priests before information for
the Levites (see. 4:5-15a, priests; 4:15b-49, Levites).
Almost exclusively the consecration rite of the Levites is a purification ceremony. The Levites need ‘cleansing’
(vv. 6-7, 15, 21). They must ‘purify themselves’ (v. 21). A burnt offering and a sin offering are mandated (v. 12).
Much like the sacrificial animal, the Levite is a substitute for the firstborn, and as such receives the laying on of
hands (vv. 10, 11, 16, 18). Their function is to avert divine wrath from consuming Israel (v. 19). This they do by
turning back an encroacher (see 1:53; 18:5).

To review the material in Numbers from the perspective of the addressee, we have the following: chs. 1-2, laity;
3-4, clergy; 5-6:21, laity; 6:22-27, clergy; 7:1-89, laity; 8, clergy.
Number 9:1-14 brings us back to the laity and particularly to the subject of the postponed Passover. In certain
instances, the Passover may be observed one month later-that is, the second month instead of the first month
(vv. 3,5,11). What are the legitimate reasons for postponement of Passover observance? Two situations are listed.
If someone is on a long-distance journey or is unclean through contact with a corpse (v. 10), delay becomes
mandatory. Refusal to observe Passover in the first month for any other reason than those two results in the
culprit being ‘cut off’ from the people. Once again, a note of warning, caution, and somberness has been
sounded. If you are unclean and thus unworthy of being in God’s presence, then delay; otherwise, do not try to
sidestep your responsibility to God in worship.
The provision of information about Passover observance just before the people leave Mount Sinai for Canaan
parallels the same sequence of the provision of information about the first Passover (Ex. 12:1-28) just before the
people leave Egypt for Mount Sinai (Ex. 12:29-51). On both occasions, before the people of God pass on, they are
to celebrate that day on which their God passed over them.
The conclusion to ch. 9 is much like that of ch. 6. There the emphasis was on the divine presence that blesses. It
is God’s face that shines. Here the emphasis (vv. 15-23) is on the divine presence that guides. It is the hovering
cloud that indicates encampment. It is the ascending cloud that indicates that the Israelites were to move
forward. The frequent use of the word “cloud” in these verses (it appears eleven times in vv. 15-23) suggest that
the Israelites did their journeying during daylight hours, when, of course, the clouds in the sky are visible (but
see v. 21b). Logically it might have made more sense to travel mostly under the cover of darkness, both for
protection from enemies and for protection from the blazing sun in the wilderness. But seldom is God bound by
ways of human logic and practicality.
The section concludes (10:1-10) with a reference to two silver trumpets. These instruments were to be blown at
certain feasts, at the beginning of the year, for summoning the congregation, or breaking camp. Verses 5-7
emphasize that the trumpets sound an alarm, something like a military siren. Thus, the trumpets are more for
emergencies than for worship or concerts. Musical instruments have an almost negligible role in the ministry of
the priests. The Book of Leviticus, much of which is about the place of individual and community worship,
especially chs. 1-16, never once mentions anything about music.

