
SAMUEL 4-5-6-7
LESSON 48

WEDNESDAY JULY 7, 2021

REVIEW OF LAST WEEK’S LESSON:  

Last week, Pastor told us that 1st and 2nd Samuel were named after the prophet Samuel, not

because he authored the books, but because he is one of three main characters in the book. The other

characters are King Saul and King David. We are not told who is the actual author of Samuel and it may

be a compilation of the work of Samuel and several other men who were all inspired by Holy God. We

believe the Bible is God’s word to us. Samuel was originally one volume eventually divided by the

Septuagint and made into 2 books. The events in Samuel probably took place over a period of

approximately 150 years from mid-way through the 11th Century to 1,000 B.C. In the first 3 chapters

of Samuel, we find the reference to the corrupt priest Eli, his two worthless sons, Hophni and Phinehas,

who also served as “priests of the Lord” and the story of Hannah who was barren by the supernatural

act of the Lord. (1 Samuel 1:5) We see the beautiful story of Hannah’s fervent prayer for a son and her

vow to dedicate that son to the Lord. (1 Samuel 1:11) We see God’s supernatural intervention in the

birth of Samuel. (1 Samuel 1:19) Verse 11 also indicates that Samuel, whose name means “God hears”

or “ask of the Lord,” took the vow of a Nazarite. By taking the Nazarite vow, one separates themselves

unto God for God’s use and work. (Numbers 6:2; 4-5) Pastor said that Samuel was a judge, a prophet

and a priest. Samuel was probably brought to Eli by Hannah when he was approximately 3 years old

and in Chapter 2 we saw Hannah’s prophetic prayer, called by some the “Hymn of Hannah,” concerning

Samuel. Some theologians suggest that it is similar or comparable to another Godly mother’s expression

of faith and trust, Mary’s song, the Magnificat. (Luke 1:46-55) Mary actually echos some of the words

of Hannah’s prayer. Pastor spoke about the fact that Samuel “grew before the Lord” (1 Samuel 2:21)

and that he “found favor with both the Lord and also with men.” (1 Samuel 2:26) You might

remember that this same language was used of Jesus at age 12. (Luke 2:52) Pastor emphasized that God
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promised to raise up a faithful priest “who shall do according to that which is in mine heart and in my

mind; and I will build him a sure house, and he shall walk before mine anointed forever.” (1 Samuel

2:35) That verse probably refers to Samuel but also to the high priest Zadok, during David’s reign as

king. Ultimately, it refers to Jesus because Jesus shall “walk before mine anointed forever.” When

Samuel was probably between 10 and 15 years old and was ministering unto the Lord before Eli, the

Bible says that, “the Word of the Lord was rare in those days and there was no frequent vision.”

(1 Samuel 3:1) At that time God began speaking to Samuel and called Samuel to become his prophet-

priest. The response of Samuel was similar to the response of Abraham to God’s call (Genesis 22:11)

and Moses’ response to God’s call. (Exodus 3:4) Pastor said that the sons of Eli even though they were

appointed priests, were worthless men. They did not know the Lord. (1 Samuel 2:12) They were lost

men who were contemptuous of the sacrificial offering and their sin was “very great before the Lord.”

(1 Samuel 2:17) Pastor pointed out that Samuel was told by God that God was going to do a thing in

Israel which everybody would know about against Eli and his sons “because Eli’s sons were worthless

men, vile, and Eli did not restrain them.” He made a point that we as parents should be careful to

discipline our children. Pastor made the point to point out (1 Samuel 3:19-20) - READ PASSAGE - that

the Lord was with Samuel and that all the words of Samuel, speaking for God, would come to pass. All

Israel knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Lord. Remember the context. The story

of Samuel occurred at a time of weak-spiritual leadership. We contrast the life of Samuel with the lives

of Eli and his sons. While there is much biblical history in 1 & 2 Samuel, the real purpose,

theologically, is to record the power and sovereignty of God to accomplish His ultimate purpose

delegated to Israel though the lives of divinely elected Davidic Kings, in spite of His chosen people’s

disobedience and unbelief. Samuel made a difference because God’s presence was with him. As we

begin Chapter 4, Samuel is approximately 25 years old. 

Today, we are going to consider Chapters 4, 5, 6 and 7. 
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In Chapter 4, we see the Philistines capture the Ark of the Covenant of God and Eli’s sons slain. 

1 Samuel 4:1-2 records a battle between the Philistines and Israel in which Israel was badly

beaten. The Bible says that 4,000 men of Israel’s army were killed. 

1 Samuel 4:3-5 records the decision of the Israelites to return the Ark of the Covenant to a place

among them so that “when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand of our enemies.” -

READ PASSAGE -  The children of Israel were excited and shouted with the return of the Ark of the

Covenant. It’s interesting to note that prior to the fight, they were not concerned with the location of

the Ark of the Covenant. Then, they saw the location of the Ark, not as a spiritual symbol, containing

the presence and the power of the Lord, but more like a “good luck charm” which would ensure them

victory over the Philistines. The knew from experience that the presence of the Lord to “fight for them”

was necessary for victory, but they confused the symbol of his presence with his actual presence.

God’s presence is experienced when people, in faith, worship Him. Today, some people get caught up

with symbolism, i.e. the cross, pictures of Jesus, the Ten Commandments, etc. and study and intellectual

knowledge of the Bible, rather than having a personal dealing and a personal relationship with the God

of the Bible. It is true that the Bible is God’s word, but we are told that even Satan and his angels know

the Bible and its teaching. It’s necessary to have a personal relationship with God, not just an

intellectual knowledge of what God’s word says to assure salvation. We need the presence of God in

our lives. 

1 Samuel 4:6-11 records that when the Philistines heard the noise the Israelites were making,

they learned that the Ark of the Covenant was come to the camp of the Israelites. The Philistines were

afraid and they said, “God is come into the camp.” They were frightened and asked the question,

“Who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty gods? These are the gods that smote the

Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness.” In that passage, specifically Verse 8, we find the

term “gods” used. In the Hebrew, that word is ELOHIYM. It is a Hebrew noun, plural in form, but it

has both singular and plural usage. Plural usage refers to pagan gods, rulers, judges with devine
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connections. The Philistines worshiped many gods. They did not recognize one true god. So the

translation and their comment regarding “gods” is based upon their misunderstanding of Sovereign

God. 

But we see that the Philistines, with their backs against a wall, decided to fight it out, not give

up and not be servants to the Hebrews. They fought and again the defeated Israel, the Bible says, “with

a very great slaughter.” The Bible says 30,000 footmen in the army of Israel were killed. The

Philistines took the ark of God and in the process the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. 

1 Samuel 4:12-18 records that “a man of Benjamin” came to Shiloh with his clothes torn and

with earth upon his head. Those actions of the man of Benjamin were considered to be universal signs

of both mourning for the dead and of national calamity. The man of Benjamin is not further identified

in God’s word other than to say that he was out of the army of the Israelites. When Eli heard the noise

and the crying, he asked what it meant. The man told Eli what had occurred and the Bible says that

when the elderly Eli (98 years old) heard what happened, that 30,000 soldiers were dead and his sons

were dead and the ark of God was taken, that he fell backwards off his seat, broke his neck and died.

The Bible says he was an old fat man and that he had judged Israel for 40 years. 

1 Samuel 4:19-22 records the response of Eli’s daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife, who was

pregnant and ready to be delivered when she heard what had occurred and that her father-in-law and

her husband were dead, the Bible says, “she bowed herself and travailed.” Apparently, she died but

before she died she named her man child to whom she gave birth, ICHABOD. Ichabod means “no

glory” or “the glory is departed from Israel.” He was so named because the ark of God was taken and

was no longer in the presence of Israel. Some of you older people may have heard old-time preachers

talk about churches who have “Ichabod” written over them. That saying comes from this passage which

simply means the church is without power, has no glory, and the presence of God has departed from that

congregation. How sad for that to happen!!

In Chapter 5 of 1 Samuel, we find reference to the fact that almighty God is provoked with the
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Philistines because they took the ark of God. 

1 Samuel 5:1-6 records that when the Philistines took the ark, they brought it unto the pantheon

of Dagon. Dagon is identified in ancient literature as a god whose image had the lower body of a fish

and the upper body of a man, is noted to be the father of Baal and was prayed to regarding harvest and

fertility. The placing of the ark of the covenant was the Philistine’s way of displaying their god’s

supremacy, but God almighty always has the final word, and He will not be mocked. The Bible says that

the statue of Dagon was found overturned, face down, as if paying homage to the Lord. The Philistines

reset their statue of Dagon in its place and again the next morning, it was found face down to the ground

before the ark of the Lord as if paying homage to God. At that point, the head of the statue of Dagon

and the palms of his hands were broken off and that gesture was generally understood as a sign that

God’s divine judgment had fallen on the false idol. In addition to the destroying of the god Dagon, God

smote the people of Ashdod, where the house of Dagon was located, with a disease of tumors, perhaps

carried by mice or rats.

1 Samuel 5:7-12 records that when the men of Ashdod saw that the people were covered with

tumors, they concluded that it was the result of the ark of the covenant of the God of Israel in their

presence and they decided to get the ark of the covenant out of their presence and move it to Gath. But,

the people of Gath didn’t want it because God caused great destruction upon them and smote the men

of the city with the tumors. So they sent the ark on to Ekron. The Ekronites didn’t want the ark of the

covenant either, because they were concerned that God was going to slay them, so they sent the ark “to

its own place.” The Bible says the hand of God was very heavy on all these places where the ark of the

covenant had been and many people died and those that did not die were smitten with tumors. 

In 1 Samuel Chapter 6, we find the ark of the covenant of God returned to Israel. It had been in

the country of the Philistines for 7 months and they wanted to return it to Israel but their priests and

diviners said don’t return it to Israel empty, but send it back with a trespass offering and the Bible

reflects what the offering was. 
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1 Samuel 6:1-5 suggests that if they followed the instructions of the priest and the diviners and

“ye shall give glory unto the God of Israel. Perhaps he will lighten his hand from you, and from

your gods and from your land.” - - - Comment on 5 golden tumors and 5 gold mice. 5 cities of

Philistine - - - acknowledging superiority of Israel’s God - - -

In 1 Samuel 6:6-16, we find recorded how the Philistines returned the ark of the covenant. They

gathered two cows which had never been under a yoke, made a new cart, put the ark of the covenant

with the trespass offering in it on the cart and pointed the cows toward Israel, along the highway to

Bethshemesh. The Bible says the cows didn’t buck up, they didn’t turn from right to left, they did not

try to find their calves, they went straight to where they were supposed to go, back to the children of

Israel who were involved in wheat harvest at the time. Evidence of the power of Sovereign God to

“have his way to fulfill His will”!! When the children of Israel saw the ark of the covenant, they

rejoiced, split the wood of the cart to make a fire, offered the cows as a burnt offering unto the Lord,

took the ark of the covenant down and the jewels of gold that were in it, offered burnt offerings and

sacrifices unto the Lord that same day. Having seen that, then the five lords of the Philistines that

followed that cart pulled by those cows returned to Ekron. 

1 Samuel 6:17-21 records exactly what the trespass offering was and what occurred when the

men of Bethshemesh looked into the ark of the Lord. The action of the men of Bethshemesh was a

violation of the proper way to treat the ark addressed in Numbers 4:20. The Bible says in Verse 19 that

God “smote the men of Bethshemesh because they had looked into the ark of the Lord, even He

smote of the people 50,070 men... with a great slaughter.” That number is recorded in the Bible and

is consistent with the description of a “great slaughter.” However, many theologians believe that in the

translation of God’s word, scriveners may have made an error and the actual number of men killed by

God was 70, not 50,070. Errors by sribes in transcription of Hebrew numbers was easy, but preservation

of numerical accuracy was sometimes difficult. However, whether it was 50,070 or 70, it remains an

example of God’s requirement that His people obey Him explicitly and exactly or suffer the
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consequences of carelessness, disbelief, and disobedience. 1 Samuel 6:20-21 are perhaps key verses in

this chapter. - READ THE PASSAGES - . The question here “who is able to stand before this holy Lord

God (notice LORD meaning Jehovah, Elohim, redeemer, one of the highest designations of God

Almighty), applies to the people outside the covenant as well as to those under the covenant of God.

The men of Bethshemesh were Levites and therefore qualified to move the ark, but they were careless

in their management of the ark of the covenant. They violated God’s law, they were presumptuous, and

presumptions before Almighty God are unacceptable. 

1 Samuel 7:1-4 records that the ark of the Lord was returned into the house of Abinadam in the

hill, and Eleazar, his son, was sanctified to keep the ark of the Lord. It was there for 20 years and the

Bible says, “and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord.” Then in Verse 3, Samuel spoke

unto the house of Israel and encouraged them to repent, put away foreign gods and prepare their hearts

unto the Lord and serve Him only and promised if they did so, He would deliver them out of the hands

of the Philistines. The Bible says the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth and served

the Lord only. The New King James version records Baalim as Baals and Ashtaroths as does the ESV

translation. The Baals, sometimes identified as the sons of Dagan, and Ashtaroths were the most

dominant of the gods of the Philistines. They were fertility gods signifying supreme authority over

Canaanite deities. Ashtaroths represented the female goddess while Baal represented the male sky god

who fertilized the land. 

1 Samuel 7:5-8 records that Samuel instructed the people to come together at Mizpah 7 miles

North of Jerusalem and he would pray for them. The people gathered together, fasted, repented, and the

book says, “and Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpah.” The Philistines heard that the

children were gathered together, and believing that they were gathering together to make war against

the Philistines, they prepared for war. When the children of Israel heard about that, they were afraid of

the Philistines and asked Samuel to continue to pray that the Lord God would save them out of the hand

of the Philistines. 
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1 Samuel 7:9-14 records that the Israelites, after having been prayed over by Samuel, went to

battle against the Philistines, but this time, “the Lord thundered with a great thunder on that day

upon the Philistines, and routed them, and they were smitten before Israel.” So we find that in this

encounter, God fought the battle for Israel just as He had done and will do again, when the children

of Israel pray, repent, and are right with the Lord. As a result of that victory, Samuel put a stone

between Mizpah and Shen and called the name of the place “Ebenezer,” meaning, “hitherto hath the

Lord helped us.” The Bible says the Philistines were subdued and the hand of the Lord was against

the Philistines all the days of Samuel and the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were

restored to Israel and there was peace between Israel and the Amorites. 

1 Samuel 7:15-17 reflects that Samuel judged Israel all the rest of the days of his life and he was

a “circuit riding judge” going from place to place until he finally returned to Ramah where he built an

altar unto the Lord. God blessed the ministry of Samuel as judge, prophet and priest because Samuel

followed God’s plan for his life. 

The lesson for us in these chapters is that God is sovereign and will have His way. We cannot

presume on God. We need the presence of God in all aspects of our lives. We cannot “manage” God

for our benefit and upon our perceived needs or wants. Jeremiah 29:11-14 and following provides (–

READ PASSAGE – ) I will - God will - according to His good pleasure and in fulfillment of His plan

for us. 

Next week we will look at Chapter 8 and consider Israel’s demand for a king, Samuel’s warning

about a king, and the agreement of God to allow the children of Israel to have a king which became a

self-fulfilling prophecy “that we also may be like all the nations.”
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