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In previous chapters, we discovered that faith in the Lord’s power to save can be a catalyst for victory. Samuel has
anointed David as the new king and the Lord’s Spirit came upon David. Saul has become tormented by an “evil spirit”,
so David used his music to soothe him and calm his fears. As we continue to discover, David is more fit to lead than
Saul. This is true, because David is relying on the leadership and power of the Lord, rather than his own strength and
the strength of his army. In a nutshell, David is convinced that the Lord will give the victory to Israel.

I. Jonathan’s Love for David – 1 Samuel 18:1-5

As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him
as his own soul. 2 And Saul took him that day and would not let him return to his father’s house. 3 Then Jonathan made
a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul. 4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on
him and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his sword and his bow and his belt. 5 And David went out and was
successful wherever Saul sent him, so that Saul set him over the men of war. And this was good in the sight of all the
people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.

A. Jonathan was a man of faith and courage.
B. Jonathan found a “soul brother” in David and they were very close.
C. There are those who will misinterpret the statement that Jonathan’s love for David as a support for their 

homosexual lifestyle. But they completely misinterpret the language used here.
D. Saul kept David close to his side because he could see David’s bravery and Jonathan could see God’s call on

David’s life and he humbly deferred to him without jealousy.
*Remember earlier in the book when the Israelites DEMANDED a king? God said, “I will be your 
king”, but they would not relent. So, God gave them Saul… “You’re getting what you asked for”. 

E. David’s commitment to God resulted in his anointing as king.
GOD BLESSES THOSE WHO RELATE TO HIM IN AN ACCEPTABLE MANNER!

F. Keep in mind, at this time Saul may not have even known that Samuel had anointed David. 



II. David’s Popularity with the People – 1 Samuel 18:6-9
6 As they were coming home, when David returned from striking down the Philistine, the women came out of all the
cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy, and with musical
instruments. 7 And the women sang to one another as they celebrated,

“Saul has struck down his thousands,
and David his ten thousands.”

8 And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and
to me they have ascribed thousands, and what more can he have but the kingdom?” 9 And Saul eyed David from that
day on.

A. David had captured the affection of the many Israelites by his victory over Goliath.
B. That is still the case today in US history: George Washington, Ulysses Grant, George Patton,

Norman Schwarzkopf.
C. Not everyone was ready to go running into battle with David yet.
D. Because there were those loyal to Saul, David became a controversial figure.
E. IT WAS PERSONAL JEALOUSY that made Saul’s blood boil and led to his downfall.
F. Saul’s problem was that HE WAS MORE CONCERNED about his popularity with the People than his        

popularity with God.

IN CONTRAST, John the Baptist was more concerned with giving honor to Jesus than Himself. In John 3:30, he even
said, “He must increase, I must decrease.”

III. Saul’s First Attempt to Kill David – 1 Samuel 18:10-16
10 The next day a harmful spirit from God rushed upon Saul, and he raved within his house while David was playing the
lyre, as he did day by day. Saul had his spear in his hand. 11 And Saul hurled the spear, for he thought, “I will pin David
to the wall.” But David evaded him twice.

12 Saul was afraid of David because the LorD was with him but had departed from Saul. 13 So Saul removed him from his
presence and made him a commander of a thousand. And he went out and came in before the people. 14 And David
had success in all his undertakings, for the LorD was with him. 15 And when Saul saw that he had great success, he
stood in fearful awe of him. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, for he went out and came in before them.

A. David and Saul both held something in their hand:
1.  David: a harp, because he had hoped to soothe Saul’s troubled soul.
2.  Saul: a spear, because he sought to harm David.

B. Jonathan saw David as the savior of God’s people.
Do you see the parallel?
1.  Herod (and later, religious leaders) saw Jesus as a threat.
2.  Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, Wise Men saw Jesus as the Savior of the World.

C. Saul sent David from the palace and out to lead the military (get him out of sight).



IV. Saul’s Indirect Attempts to Kill David – 1 Samuel 18:17-30
17 Then Saul said to David, “Here is my elder daughter Merab. I will give her to you for a wife. only be valiant for me

and fight the LorD’s battles.” For Saul thought, “Let not my hand be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be
against him.” 18 And David said to Saul, “Who am I, and who are my relatives, my father’s clan in Israel, that I should be
son-in-law to the king?” 19 But at the time when Merab, Saul’s daughter, should have been given to David, she was
given to Adriel the Meholathite for a wife.

20 Now Saul’s daughter Michal loved David. And they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. 21 Saul thought, “Let me give
her to him, that she may be a snare for him and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” Therefore Saul
said to David a second time, “You shall now be my son-in-law.” 22 And Saul commanded his servants, “Speak to David
in private and say, ‘Behold, the king has delight in you, and all his servants love you. Now then become the king’s
son-in-law.’” 23 And Saul’s servants spoke those words in the ears of David. And David said, “Does it seem to you a little
thing to become the king’s son-in-law, since I am a poor man and have no reputation?” 24 And the servants of Saul told
him, “Thus and so did David speak.” 25 Then Saul said, “Thus shall you say to David, ‘The king desires no bride-price
except a hundred foreskins of the Philistines, that he may be avenged of the king’s enemies.’” Now Saul thought to
make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 26 And when his servants told David these words, it pleased David well
to be the king’s son-in-law. Before the time had expired, 27 David arose and went, along with his men, and killed two
hundred of the Philistines. And David brought their foreskins, which were given in full number to the king, that he
might become the king’s son-in-law. And Saul gave him his daughter Michal for a wife. 28 But when Saul saw and knew
that the LorD was with David, and that Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved him, 29 Saul was even more afraid of David.
So Saul was David’s enemy continually.

30 Then the commanders of the Philistines came out to battle, and as often as they came out David had more success
than all the servants of Saul, so that his name was highly esteemed.

A. Since Saul had not succeeded in killing David himself, he tried to get others to do it.
B. NOTICE SOMETHING HERE: Each time Saul tried to destroy David, it backfired and only made David look 

like the king that he already was!
C. BUT also notice that it was God who caused David’s successes (vv. 12, 14, 28).

SO, 1 Samuel 18 shows that the godly often suffer through no fault of their own. It also shows that God uses the worst
intentions of others to strengthen the godly.

What can we learn from Saul? If we allow jealousy to take hold of our hearts, it will grow and devour us. We should
desire God’s glory, as did Jonathan, rather than our own glory, as did Saul.


