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Big Idea When his chosen servants find themselves in a precarious position, the Lord is able to deliver them
by his providence and renew their faith through his guidance and protection.

The Text in Context

In 1 Samuel 29 the focus shifts back to David as the story continues where chapter 27 left off. A chronological
flashback comes in chapter 29. According to 28:4, the Philistine army was encamped at Shunem when Saul visited
the medium in Endor. By delaying the report of David’s expulsion from the Philistine army until after the account of
Saul’s visit to Endor, the narrator heightens the tension of the story’s plot. As we hear Samuel announce Saul’s
impending death (28:19), we wonder if David and his men will need to face Saul in battle or, worse yet, somehow be
responsible for Saul’s death.

Chapter 29 relieves this tension by showing how David escapes the tangled web that his deception has woven.
David’s critics may have accused him of being a traitor and of fighting against Israel. After all, David claimed to have
killed Judahites (27:10), and he actually marches with the Philistine army (29:1). But in reality, he has fought the
enemies of Israel while under Achish’s authority (27:8) and is released from service because the Philistine
commanders are not convinced of his loyalty (29:4–5). Following his dismissal from the Philistine ranks, David
travels back to Ziklag, tracks down the Amalekites who have kidnapped the families of his group, and defeats them,
probably on the very day the Philistines fight against Saul at Gilboa (30:1–17). So, rather than fighting against his
own people and king, David is far from Gilboa, fighting against the enemies of God, the Amalekites. Though the
narrator is critical of David’s wavering faith and does not veil its negative consequences, he makes it clear that David
is not a traitor to his people. Ironically, while Saul is dying as a result of his failure to wipe out the Amalekites on an
earlier occasion (28:18–19), David is killing these ancient enemies of Israel.

As noted earlier (see chap. 27, “The Text in Context”), the sequence of events in chapters 27–30 reflects the pattern
in 21:1–23:5.

A    David’s faith wavers; he runs away and lives in exile (21:1–22:5).
B    Saul rejects the Lord by killing his priests (22:6–23).
C    The Lord guides David and gives him victory over Israel’s enemy (23:1–5).
Aʹ   David’s faith wavers; he runs away and lives in exile (27:1–28:2; 29:1–11).
Bʹ   The Lord rejects Saul and announces his death (28:3–25).
Cʹ   The Lord guides David and gives him victory over Israel’s enemy (chap. 30).

The Aʹ and Cʹ elements mirror A and C, but the relationship between the B and Bʹ elements is more subtle. Saul’s
rejection of the Lord (by killing the Lord’s servants) is appropriately reversed in Bʹ, as the Lord reaffirms his rejection
of Saul through the message of his servant Samuel.



Key Themes of 1 Samuel 29–30

▪     In the face of a difficult dilemma, the Lord providentially delivers David.
▪     In the face of an escalating crisis, David renews his faith in the Lord and experiences the Lord’s guidance and 

protection.

Interpretive Insights

30:7 Bring me the ephod. The contrast with Saul is obvious: the Lord no longer communicates with Saul, the
murderer of the priests of Nob, through legitimate means (1 Sam. 28:6), but he does speak to David, the protector
of the lone survivor of the massacre at Nob. Through the spirit of Samuel, the Lord announces that Saul will die, and
Israel will experience defeat, but he assures David of victory.

30:11 They found an Egyptian. Divine providence is once again evident in the story. Saul has experienced this type of
providential control of circumstances on the occasion of his initial encounter with Samuel (9:11; 10:2–3), but now
divine providence is working on behalf of David.

30:17 David fought them. In contrast to Saul, who failed to carry out the Lord’s command to destroy all the
Amalekites (chap. 15), David does his best to kill them all. Both before and after Samuel’s reminder to Saul of his
failure to destroy the Amalekites (28:18), the narrator depicts David as doing everything in his power to kill them
(cf. 27:8).

30:23 delivered into our hands. God’s intervention on behalf of David and his men stands in stark contrast to his
abandonment of Saul and the Israelite army, whom he handed over to the Philistines (28:19).

30:25 David made this a statute and ordinance for Israel. Though not yet king, David is already exercising an
authoritative leadership role, foreshadowing his accession to the throne.

Theological Insights

The Lord’s name is not mentioned in chapter 27 and appears only once in chapter 29, ironically on the lips of Achish
as he emphasizes his confidence in David (v. 6). Yet we must not assume that God is absent from the scene. As in the
book of Esther, his presence may not be immediately evident, but his unseen providential oversight is apparent.
David has painted himself into a corner, but the Lord, working through the suspicion of some cautious Philistine
officers, delivers him from the dilemma he faces and prevents him from needing to march against his own people
and the king to whom he has pledged his allegiance. This protection becomes a key theme in chapter 30 (v. 23),
where David once again actively looks to the Lord for strength amid a severe crisis (v. 6) and seeks the Lord’s
guidance (vv. 7–8). The Lord assures him of success and enables him to defeat his enemies (v. 23). The story is a
reminder to its exilic readers not only of the negative consequences of wavering faith, but also of God’s providential
protection. It also reminds them of the importance of seeking divine guidance and expressing gratitude to God for
his intervention.



Teaching the Text

1. When the faith of his chosen servants wavers and they find themselves in a precarious position of their own
making, the Lord is able to providentially deliver them from danger. The story of David’s second visit to Achish of
Gath, like the episode recorded in 21:10–15, illustrates the negative consequences of wavering faith. David’s
deception works for a time, but it works too well. Convinced of his loyalty, Achish insists that David join his forces in
the upcoming battle against Israel and is ready to elevate David to the position of his bodyguard (28:1–2). David
must continue to carry out his ruse to almost ludicrous proportions. Even if he marches into battle with the
Philistines and then turns on them, opponents of David could call his character into question. He has indeed woven
a tangled web of deception, from which there appears to be no easy way out. But God’s providence works through
the Philistine officers, who are suspicious of David because of his past military success against their armies (29:5).
Ironically, though David has officially, albeit deceptively, allied himself with the enemy, divine providence will not
allow him to carry out the deception any longer. He brings to the Philistines’ remembrance David’s true status yet
enables David to slip away unharmed. Yet one should not assume from this story that God always extracts his
servants so easily when their faith wavers. Sometimes he does so; at other times he allows them to experience the
pain of negative consequences. In either case, his mercy is apparent.

2. In times of crisis the Lord’s chosen servants should look to him for security. As in chapters 21–23, we see the
stark contrast between the desperate David, who seeks refuge with Achish, and the exemplary David, who seeks
the Lord’s guidance and protection. Before Achish, David is a pretender who resorts to extreme deceit to stay alive.
On both occasions God, speaking through the Philistines, confronts David with who he really is and then
providentially causes the Philistines to expel him. Once freed from his efforts at self-preservation, David does what
he should have been doing in the first place. He seeks the Lord’s guidance through the ephod the Lord has provided
(23:1–6, 9–12; 30:7–8) and sees firsthand the Lord’s enabling and protective hand. Believers today cannot expect,
nor should they seek direct revelation from God such as David receives through the use of the priestly ephod. But
they can find assurance in the realization that God providentially guides his people, and they can consciously and
actively look to him for security.



Illustrating the Text
In his providence, God sometimes delivers his chosen servants from the consequences of wavering faith

Christian Biography: The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, by A. P. Fitt. Moody’s (1892) voyage with his son from
Southampton, England, on board the North German Lloyd steamship Spree, was unforgettable. Three days into the
crossing, the propeller shaft on the ship broke, and it looked like the vessel was sinking. “That was an awful night,”
Moody wrote, “the darkest in all our lives! [Everyone was] waiting for the doom that was settling upon us! No one
dared sleep.… I was passing through a new experience.” Moody continues, “I had thought myself superior to the
fear of death. I had often preached on the subject and urged Christians to realize this victory of faith. During the
Civil War I had been under fire without fear. I was in Chicago during the great Cholera epidemic, and went around
with the doctors visiting the sick and dying.… But on the sinking ship it was different.” Moody then relates that the
problem was not his own soul: the problem was his realization that “perhaps the next hour would separate me
forever from all these, so far as this world was concerned.… It was the darkest hour of my life! I could not endure it.”
Though he finally came to a place of peace through prayer, he never forgot the darkness of those hours.

Renewed faith experiences the protection of God

Christian Biography: The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, by A. P. Fitt. This theme could be illustrated by continuing the
story above. After continuous prayer, Moody experienced renewed faith, and he slept more soundly than he could
remember ever having slept before. He declared, “I can no more doubt that God gave answer to my prayer for relief
than I can doubt my own existence.” At about 3:00 a.m., his son awakened him and told him to come on deck. There
they saw deliverance as the steamer Lake Huron approached; its lookout had seen this ship’s signals of distress. “Oh,
the joy of that moment,” Moody later wrote, “when those … passengers beheld the approaching ship! Who can ever
forget it?” Moody then wonders if the rescue ship could tow their helpless boat one thousand miles to
Queenstown. He writes, however, that now he “had no fear.” No storms came to them, watertight compartments
kept the ship afloat, the cables held, and they made it. Yet some passengers went through terrible psychological
distress: one even leaped overboard and drowned. Some Christians whose faith faltered called themselves Jonahs.
Still Moody’s faith had miraculously been renewed.1

1 Robert B. Chisholm Jr., 1 & 2 Samuel, ed. Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, and Rosalie de Rosset, Teach the Text
Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2013), 190–194.


