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INTRODUCTION 
In the original Hebrew Bible, the books of 1 Kings and 2 Kings were one book. In about the 3rd century BC, the Hebrew Old Testament was
translated into Greek. This was known as “The Septuagint”. It was then that the book of Kings was divided into 1 Kings and 2 Kings.
Sometimes it is hard to keep 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, and 1 & 2 Chronicles straight. Here’s a short synopsis of each:

• 1 Samuel – king Saul’s reign.

• 2 Samuel – king David’s reign: His relationship to God, the true king of Israel (who receives a great deal of attention). David is not 
“glossed over” as though he were without sin.

The two books of Samuel serve as introductions to the books of the Kings. 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel give us the following account: 
1. David’s successor, Solomon.
2. The division of his kingdom (Judah and Israel).
3. The order of kings, both of Judah and of Israel.
4. An overview of their history leading up to captivity.
5. The lineage of David, from which Christ came (some of David’s successors were good, some were not).

Matthew Henry1. describes the characters of the kings of Judah as follows:
1. David, the devout
2. Solomon, the wise
3. Rehoboam, the simple
4. Abijah, the valiant
5. Asa, the upright
6. Jehoshaphat, the religious
7. Jehoram, the wicked
8. Ahaziah, the profane
9. Joash, the backslider

10. Amaziah, the rash
11. Uzziah, the mighty
12. Jotham, the peaceful
13. Ahaz, the idolator
14. Hezekiah, the reformer
15. Manasseh, penitent
16. Amon, the obscure
17. Josiah, the tender-hearted
18. Jehoahaz, the wicked
19. Jehoiakim, the wicked
20. Jehoiachin, the wicked
21. Zedekiah, the wicked

(All of the last four quickly brought ruin and judgement upon themselves and on their kingdoms. Notice, the number of good and bad are
just about equal, but in general, the reigns of the good were long, while the reigns of the evil were short.)2.



• 1 Kings Judean kings Solomon to Jehoshaphat & Prophet Elijah

• 2 Kings – Judean & Israelite kings with Prophet Elisha

• 1 Chronicles – Recap of king David’s reign (author Ezra)

• 2 Chronicles – Recap of Judean kings Solomon-Zedekiah 

Also, 1 and 2 Kings seem to go easier on the Judean kings since those books do not record more of the gory details and sinful behavior as
reported in 1st and 2nd Chronicles. 

Israel’s Monarchy – Began with king Saul, would eventually come to the place of total failure. This led to a divided kingdom (1 Kings 12) and
eventually led to exile for the children of Israel   (2 Kings 25).

Saul -> David -> Solomon

So now, we approach the books of 1 Kings and 2 Kings. David is about to die, and Solomon is declared the next king of Israel. King
Solomon’s reign begins with a peaceful and YAHWEH serving Israel, but like his father David, Solomon makes some bad choices.

I. King David’s Final Years – 1 Kings 1:1-4 

Now King David was old and advanced in years. And although they covered him with clothes, he could not get warm. 2 Therefore his
servants said to him, “Let a young woman be sought for my lord the king, and let her wait on the king and be in his service. Let her lie in
your arms, that my lord the king may be warm.” 3 So they sought for a beautiful young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, and
found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 4 The young woman was very beautiful, and she was of service to the king and
attended to him, but the king knew her not.

A. David’s days on earth were coming to an end.
1. He couldn’t keep warm, no matter the amount of covers.
2. Abishag the Shunammite was brought in to lie in bed with him and warm him. (v. 4 says “The king knew her not...”)

a. This seems immoral in the 21st century, but in its day was an accepted medical practice. It did not bring an immoral 
slant to David’s last days.

b. Some commentators will say that, as Abishag ministered to David, she became romantically involved with David’s son, 
Solomon.

B. The fact that David was old, advanced in years, etc. is indicative of the fact that there will soon be another king to rule Israel, but 
who would become the king?

II. Notable Characters – 1 Kings 1:5-10

5 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, “I will be king.” And he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty
men to run before him. 6 His father had never at any time displeased him by asking, “Why have you done thus and so?” He was also a very
handsome man, and he was born next after Absalom. 7 He conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest. And they
followed Adonijah and helped him. 8 But Zadok the priest and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada and Nathan the prophet and Shimei and Rei
and David’s mighty men were not with Adonijah.
9 Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fattened cattle by the Serpent’s Stone, which is beside En-rogel, and he invited all his brothers, the
king’s sons, and all the royal officials of Judah, 10 but he did not invite Nathan the prophet or Benaiah or the mighty men or Solomon his
brother.

A. Adonijah presumed that he would be the next king. He was Son #4, mother was Haggith, brothers were dead (Amnon, Chileab, 
Absalom) (Cf. 2 Samuel 3:2-5).

1. His father, king David, never rebuked him (v 6). 
a. Apparently, David didn’t do a very good job of raising his sons.
b. His sons showed the same weaknesses in their lives and David did in his own, although David did learn to better 

restrain himself.
c. His sons were not taught any better.

2. Do you think this will cause issues later?
3. In today’s language, we would say that he was a spoiled brat!

*As the oldest living son of David, one would presume that he would indeed be in line for the throne. However, the throne of Israel was not
like other kingdoms. Israel was a “Theocracy”, therefore, GOD himself would determine who was to be the next king of Judah. We should
NOT exalt ourselves. 
*Adonijah was violating a basic biblical principle, that we should let God be the one who exalts us, and not we ourselves.



For not from the east or from the west
and not from the wilderness comes lifting up,

but it is God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.

(Psalm 75:6-7)

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.
(James 4:10)

4. In many aspects, it appears that Adonijah was preparing a coup d’état:

B. Joab. King David’s nephew and commander in chief, who saved David’s bacon numerous times but was a thorn in David’s flesh to 
the bitter end.

C. Abiathar. A faithful priest to king David up to this point. He did not think things 
through nor consider the consequences of his actions. 

*Sadly, Joab and Abiathar supported Adonijah and his attempt to assume the throne. They obviously consulted neither David nor the Lord
in supporting Adonijah.
*Fortunately, there were some who were fiercely loyal to David and to the kingdom, therefore David had the proper warnings of what was
going on behind his back.

III. Actions of Prophet Nathan and Queen Bathsheba – 1 Kings 1:11-27
11 Then Nathan said to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, “Have you not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith has become king and
David our lord does not know it? 12 Now therefore come, let me give you advice, that you may save your own life and the life of your son
Solomon. 13 Go in at once to King David, and say to him, ‘Did you not, my lord the king, swear to your servant, saying, “Solomon your son
shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne”? Why then is Adonijah king?’ 14 Then while you are still speaking with the king, I also
will come in after you and confirm your words.”

15 So Bathsheba went to the king in his chamber (now the king was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was attending to the king).
16 Bathsheba bowed and paid homage to the king, and the king said, “What do you desire?”17 She said to him, “My lord, you swore to your
servant by the Lord your God, saying, ‘Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne.’ 18 And now, behold, Adonijah is
king, although you, my lord the king, do not know it. 19 He has sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all
the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the commander of the army, but Solomon your servant he has not invited. 20 And now,
my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it will
come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon will be counted offenders.”

22 While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet came in. 23 And they told the king, “Here is Nathan the prophet.” And
when he came in before the king, he bowed before the king, with his face to the ground. 24 And Nathan said, “My lord the king, have you
said, ‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne’? 25 For he has gone down this day and has sacrificed oxen, fattened
cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king’s sons, the commanders of the army, and Abiathar the priest. And behold, they
are eating and drinking before him, and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’ 26 But me, your servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the
son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon he has not invited. 27 Has this thing been brought about by my lord the king and you have not
told your servants who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?”

Similar story how Isaac’s wife Rebekah and son Jacob conspired to steal Esau’s birthright from an old man. 
• Couldn’t God put Solomon on David’s throne as promised without the Bathsheba/Nathan drama? 
• How many times do we bypass God and take matters into our own hands? Are we better off? 

A. Bathsheba and Nathan proceed to tell her son David of Adonijah’s plans.
1. Her life and the life of Solomon would be in danger in Adonijah became king.
2. Nathan (The last place we saw Nathan was in 2 Samuel 12 when he confronted David regarding the scandal with Bathsheba

that led to the murder of Uriah the Hittite.

IV. Solomon Is Anointed King – 1 Kings 1:28-30 

28 Then King David answered, “Call Bathsheba to me.” So she came into the king’s presence and stood before the king. 29 And the king swore,
saying, “As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my soul out of every adversity, 30 as I swore to you by the Lord, the God of Israel, saying,
‘Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place,’ even so will I do this day.”31 Then Bathsheba bowed with
her face to the ground and paid homage to the king and said, “May my lord King David live forever!”



THE REST OF THE STORY IS AS FOLLOWS: 
• Solomon is anointed king.
• A trumpet is sounded and the shout is heard “Long live king Solomon”.
• They were proclaiming together that Solomon is now the king.
• In the meantime, Adonijah and his supporters have gathered for a feast in celebration of Adonijah “becoming king”.
• David steps in and says, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who has granted someone to sit on my throne this day, my own 

eyes seeing it.”
• Adonijah and his followers are terrified for fear that they will be put to death by the sword. So, Adonijah goes to the altar and begs

for mercy.

52 And Solomon said, “If he will show himself a worthy man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the earth, but if wickedness is found in him, he
shall die.” 53 So King Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And he came and paid homage to King Solomon, and
Solomon said to him, “Go to your house.” 

• Solomon’s first act as king of Judah was to forgive his brother.
• Was this a good idea?
• Remember that Adonijah was the “spoiled son”.
• Here, we see a picture of God’s mercy shown to His people. Solomon could have had Adonijah convicted of treason in his 

presumptuous attempt to rise to the throne.

In 1 Kings 1, we see the end of David’s reign as king. All in all, David was a good king for Israel. While he did some things that were very
wrong, he was a remarkable man who was devoted, heart and soul, to God and the ways of God. 

Henry H. Halley states: “In a world of idolatry, and in a nation that was continually falling away into idolatry, David stood like a rock for God.
In every circumstance of life he went directly to God, in Prayer, in Thanks, or in Praise. His two great accomplishments were: the Kingdom
and the Psalms.”3.

____________________________
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