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   INTRODUCTION

David summons Solomon and gives him instructions for the future. Along with these instructions comes firm 
warnings which should be heeded by Solomon at all cost. Any time there is a transfer of power, there will be 
some strife and some change. However, in this study we see that as Solomon becomes king there is, almost 
immediately, an attempt to overthrow his kingship by his older brother who thinks he should be king. The 
actions of Adonijah are deceitful at best and should be a warning to all of us as we strive to serve the Lord. 

I. David Instructs Solomon – 1 Kings 2:1-4

A. David is about to die. His last words to Solomon would be significant. His tone is quite serious in nature.

B. He summons Solomon to his room and says…
1. “I am about to go the way of all the earth” 
2. Be strong. 

a. What father doesn’t encourage his son to be strong physically/emotionally?
b. What father doesn’t encourage his son to be a leader?
c. What Christian father doesn’t encourage his son to walk with God and know His Word?
d. Keep the faith! There needs to be a strong bloodline of men of God who will lead the children of 

God in the future. 
*Keep in mind, Israel was not a monarchy like other countries, but a theocracy. With God Himself as their 
leader, He spoke through the prophets to the king about His will concerning His people.

3. Show yourself a man.
a. Is it just me, or is there a lack of manliness in this current society?
b. I don’t mean that a guy has to be all “macho” all the time.
c. I do mean that God has given man the role of the leader. 
d. This is so true today, women are told and taught that they don’t need a man to do anything for 

them (And I am not being sexist, I am being biblical).

4. In verse 4, David is reminding Solomon that, in order to prosper, he would have to keep the law
of Moses.
a. If he does this, then there will be no problem having a descendant to sit on David’s throne.
b. Solomon started off quite well, but soon went away from the truth of scripture, as did

Solomon’s sons. (1 Kings 11, 12).



II. David Warns Solomon – 1 Kings 2:5-9

A. David speaks first of Joab.
1. Joab was the long-time general of David’s army. 
2. In an outward way, Joab was loyal to David, but was very defiant to God’s law.
3. Joab had sought to fulfill his own desires.
4. Joab had, in cold blood, killed both Abner and Amasa (2 Samuel 3:27; 2 Samuel 20:10).
*He did not mention Joab’s killing Absalom (2 Samuel 18:14). Absalom was riding into battle when his 
horse ran under the thick branches of a tree and his hair was caught in it. Absalom was hanging by his 
hair when Joab ran him through with spears. He had direct orders not to harm Absalom, but to take 
him prisoner.

5. David made it clear to Solomon that Joab must not be left to die a natural death (vs.5-6).

B. David speaks of Barzillai. 
1. This is quite the contrast from what he had to say about Joab. 
2. In his old age, Barzillai took food to David when he was in exile (2 Samuel 17). 
3. Solomon is told to show kindness to the sons of Barzillai by allowing them to eat at his table. 
*Let us remember, that every good deed, every kind act, every “cup of cold water in Jesus’ name” will be
rewarded in the kingdom of heaven.

C. Next, David speaks of the people of Shimei, a totally different class of people. 
1. Shimei had cursed David at the same time Barzillai had helped him (2 Samuel 16:5-8).
2. About the time that David was losing Absalom, Shimei felt it was a good time to curse David. 
3. However, when David was restored to authority over his people, Shimei went to David to apologize

(2 Samuel 19:1-20). 
4. Now, the apology was insincere (more out of fear for his own life) but David accepted it and promised

that he would not kill him (2 Samuel 19:23).
5. Because of the insincerity of Shimei’s apology, David instructed Solomon to see to it that Shimei be put 

to death for his evil actions against the Lord. 
6. “You will know what to do with him”… your wisdom will tell you how to go about killing him.



III. The Death of David/Solomon Becomes King – 1 Kings 2:10-12

A. 2 Samuel 5:4 tells us that David became king at the age of 30, he reigned as king for 40 years, and he died 
at age 70. David was buried in Jerusalem.

B. Life truly is a passing thing, and in the grand scope of time, so very short.
C. Our lives should be spent bringing glory to and pointing people to Christ.

IV. Adonijah is Executed – 1 Kings 2:13-25
A. (v.13) Even though he submitted to Solomon, Adonijah was still the same man, not to be trusted.
B. He waited until after David’s death to approach Bathsheba.
C. She was even cautious, asking if he came in peace… but she was not cautious enough.
D. Adonijah was very deliberate and conniving because he would not approach the king himself. Instead, he 

sent his request through their mother to Solomon. 
E. This was nothing less than human pride. 
F. (v.15b) “All Israel fully expected me to reign.” While the rule of the day might say that the first-born

son would inherit the throne, God had already spoken on behalf of Solomon, that he should be
David’s successor. 

G. Even Adonijah said in v. 14 that it was “of the Lord” that Solomon become king.

In 2 Chronicles 28, David had gathered all of the leaders of Israel in order to make it clear who would 
become king. 

2 Then King David rose to his feet and said: “Hear me, my brothers and my people. I had it in my heart to 
build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord and for the footstool of our God, and I made 
preparations for building. 3 But God said to me, ‘You may not build a house for my name, for you are a man 
of war and have shed blood.’ 4 Yet the Lord God of Israel chose me from all my father’s house to be king 
over Israel forever. For he chose Judah as leader, and in the house of Judah my father’s house, and among 
my father’s sons he took pleasure in me to make me king over all Israel. 5 And of all my sons (for 
the Lord has given me many sons) he has chosen Solomon my son to sit on the throne of the kingdom of 
the Lord over Israel. 6 He said to me, ‘It is Solomon your son who shall build my house and my courts, for I 
have chosen him to be my son, and I will be his father.

H. Even though Adonijah knew who was to become king, his pride got him in trouble and he convinced his 
mother to let him take Abishag as his wife. In essence, Adonijah  was STILL trying to become king.

I. Bathsheba apparently didn’t discern that this was not a good idea. (She probably thought, “It won’t hurt 
for me to ask on his behalf…”).

J. When all was said and done, Adonijah was put to death for his actions.



Conclusion/Application:

• We should not “presume” a place of prominence in God’s kingdom. We should be humble in our service to 
the king and be grateful for our position as joint heirs with Christ Jesus.

• It is God’s role to place us where we belong in the body of Christ. We are all gifted in different areas, for the 
edification of the body.

• Or, as people say these days, “Stay in your lane!”.

NEXT WEEK: 1 Kings 2:26-46; 1 Kings 3


