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Wednesday, July 6, 2022

Recap of last week: 

1 Kings 2:1-4 – David instructed Solomon:

• Be strong.
• Show yourself a man.
• Keep the law of Moses.

1 Kings 2:5-9 – David warns Solomon:

• Joab must pay for killing Absalom.
• Show kindness to Barzillai.
• Shimei must be put to death.

1 Kings 2:10-12 – Death of David/Solomon becomes king

1 Kings 2:13-25 – Adonijah is executed for trying to marry Abishag and take over the kingdom.

_______________________________________________

I. 1 Kings 2:26-46
• Abiathar had supported Adonijah in his attempt to take over the throne.
• Solomon relieved Abiathar of his priestly duties and sent home, but not put to death.
• He was spared because he had carried the Ark of the Covenant for King David.
• Abiathar had stayed at David’s side to the end, therefore, he would not be put to death.

*Remember, Joab had been commander-in-chief of David’s army. He was loyal to David, but his loyalty did not
extend to Solomon.

A. Joab runs for his life but goes right into the tent of the Lord.
B. He grabbed the horns of the altar and stayed there.
C. King Solomon sends Benaiah to kill him.

1. Why didn’t Benaiah go directly to kill Joab, instead of telling him to come out?
2. Joab was holding on to the horns of the altar.

a. Perhaps Benaiah was afraid to kill him in such a sacred place.
b. Perhaps Benaiah was giving Joab an opportunity to die with dignity.

3. Benaiah was finally told by the king to just go in and kill him and bury him!
“You say you wanna die here, then die here you shall!”

D. In a sense, the death of Joab expiated (exonerated) David’s household from the sin committed by Joab’s 
spilling of innocent blood.



This is a picture of Isaiah 6, in which Isaiah saw the Lord. He cried out “I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips…” (Isaiah was not only guilty himself, he was also guilty by association!) So
the burning coal was applied to Isaiah’s lips and his sin was expiated.1

II. 1 Kings 2:32-35
A. Joab and his descendants will pay for the murders of Abner and Amasa.

1. Their blood upon Joab.
2. Their Blood upon Joab’s descendants. (Heavy stuff!)

B. As for David’s household and his descendants, there will be peace.
1. Try as we may to thwart God’s plan, God will complete His plan in His time.
2. Joab paid a great price in his sinful behavior, but David’s house was blessed.

III. 1 Kings 2:36-38
A. Solomon instructs Shimei to build a house in Jerusalem.
B. He is to live there.
C. He is not to leave Jerusalem.

1. If he crosses the brook Kidron, he will die.
2. There will be no defense.

D. Shimei agrees and stayed in Jerusalem…

Until…

IV. 1 Kings 2:39-40
A. Shimei’s servant ran away to Gath.
B. Upon hearing this news, Shimei saddled up his donkey and went looking for him.

1. What had Solomon said to Shimei, only three years prior?
2. What would happen to Shimei if he disobeyed?

V. 1 Kings 2:41-46
A. Did I not tell you to stay put?
B. Did I not tell you that if you leave, you will die?
C. Did I not show mercy upon you, in spite of what you did to my father David?
D. You will die.
E. Solomon will be blessed and the Throne of David will be established.
F. The Kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon.

1. All who stood in the way of the kingdom were removed.
2. The kingdom was established: i.e. Solomon showed his power and the power of the kingdom.

__________________________________
1.Isaiah 6:5-7. English Standard Version



1 Kings 3
Solomon, the Wise King

I. Solomon Marries Pharaoh’s Daughter – 1 Kings 3:1-4
A. This is a questionable act at best.
B. Solomon also worshiped in the “high places”, in addition to the tabernacle.
C. In spite of all this confusing and conflicting thought:

1. Solomon loved the Lord.
2. Solomon obeyed the Lord’s statutes.

II. Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom – 1 Kings 3:5-9
A. God invites Solomon to ask of Him.

1. Nothing that we have or do for God can be acquired apart from God.
2. We can try to do things on our own, but it must come from God’s blessing.
3. This must be what prompted Solomon to write Psalm 127…

Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the 
watchman stays awake in vain.2 It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious 
toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep. 3 Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord,the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the childrenof one’s youth. 5 Blessed is the manwho fills his quiver with 
them! He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

B. Solomon realized that, in his human strength and ability, he was unfit to be king.
1. “I do not know how to go out our come in.”

a. Solomon is saying he doesn’t want to be king without God.
b. “I don’t know what to do without you.”

C. “Give Your servant… and understanding mind to govern Your people.”
1. Notice Solomon wasn’t naturally wise, and he knew it.
2. Wisdom, godly wisdom, comes only from God when His servants ask for it.

cf. James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously and reproach, and it will
be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea
that is driven and tossed by the wind.1.

3. Solomon needed the wisdom that comes from God. There is a difference between knowledge and wisdom.
a. Knowledge is knowing how to do something.
b. Wisdom is the ability to see situations in life from a godly perspective.

III. God Answers – 1 Kings 3:10-15
A. “It pleased the Lord…”
B. Solomon asked for the right things: Wisdom instead of long life, riches, or victory.
C. Could it be that our prayers are hindered because we do not ask for the right things?
D. Do you want to please the Lord? Pray the right things.
E. What did Solomon do when he awakened?

1. HE WORSHIPED.
2. When God speaks, we too must worship Him. Let that be your practice!

Worship is communion with God in which believers, by grace, center their minds’ attention and their hearts’ affection
on the Lord, humbly glorifying God in response to His greatness and His Word. 2.



IV. Solomon’s Wisdom – 1 Kings 3:16-28
One would say that Solomon’s request for wisdom came at the right time, because in the verses that follow, 
we see Solomon’s wisdom put to good use. Two prostitutes came to Solomon with a great dispute.

A. The first woman’s story:
1. The second woman rolled onto her baby and suffocated him.
2. She came in while the first woman was sleeping and stole her son.
3. When the first woman got up to nurse, the dead baby was with her.
4. She knew it was not her child and that her child was taken.

B. The second woman’s story:
1. No, the living child is mine and the dead child is yours.
2. It is the first woman whose child was dead, etc. etc. 

C. Solomon says “Bring me a sword” and I’ll divide the baby in half.
1. The real mother said, NO… Let him live and give him to her…
2. The other woman said, “If I can’t have him, neither can you…”
3. In this situation, Solomon proved his wisdom and saved, not only the life of the child, but also saved 

the rightful mother the grief of losing her son.

• Solomon proved his wisdom (which he received from God).
• The people could see that this wisdom was from God.
• The people were in awe of the leadership that Solomon had shown… ALL BECAUSE HE HAD ASKED GOD 

FOR WISDOM.

So, what keeps us from asking for wisdom?
• Pride?
• Sin?
• Not wanting to yield to God’s leadership?

__________________________________
1.James 1:5,6, English Standard Version.
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