
1 Kings 22
THE END OF AHAB

Lesson 105

Wednesday, October 12, 2022   

INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

Last week, in 1 Kings 21, we looked at Ahab’s covetousness of Naboth’s vineyard which led to the murder plot to
kill Naboth. Remember, the plot to kill Naboth was Jezebel’s idea. However, even though Ahab was not physically
involved with the killing of Naboth, the prophet Elijah told Ahab that the Lord said in verse 19, “Has thou killed and
also taken possession?” So Naboth’s death was charged to Ahab even though it was Jezebel’s idea. Elijah testified
against Ahab in verse 20 that, “Thou has sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord.” In other words, Ahab was
accused of selling his soul for which Ahab would ultimately face not only physical death, but spiritual death and
die a sinner. A significant passage last week is found in 1 Kings 21:25 which states:

“(25) But there was none like unto Ahab who did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord.”

We saw that Ahab, upon hearing the judgment of Elijah, “tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his body and
fasted and lay in sackcloth and went about mourning.” What he did was in that day and time, an indication of
repentance and brokenheartedness, but in the case of Ahab, his subsequent actions and activity did not confirm his
expressions of grief and repentance. To the contrary, we found that what he said and did was simply temporary and
a token of repentance and his ways did not change. We suggested that true repentance which leads to salvation
requires metanoia, which is defined as a change in one’s life resulting from penitence or spiritual conversion, a
complete change of heart. Ahab did not have that, but because of his appearance of repentance, the Bible told us
that the judgment to which he was entitled because of his action would be delayed during his lifetime, and visited
upon his son after his death. That brings us to our lesson today in 1 Kings Chapter 22.

TODAY’S LESSON

Chapter 22:1-4: In these passages, we find that Israel had peace for 3 years following the 2 years of war with
Syria recorded in 1 Kings 20:1-34. Theologians tell us that during this peace, Ben-Hadad, Ahab,
and 10 other kings formed a coalition to repel an Assyrian invasion. Historical records show that
Assyria was neutralized then Ahab turned his attention to the unfinished conflict with Syria
referred to in these passages. In 1 Kings 22:2, the Bible says, “(2) And it came about in the third
year, that Jehoshaphat, the King of Judah, came down to the King of Israel.” (Ahab) The purpose
of Jehoshaphat’s visitation to Ahab is subject to different interpretations by the theologians. A
Jewish tradition says that when Ahab humbled himself for his sin and lay in sackcloth, he sent
for Jehoshaphat to come to him to chastise him and whip him “give him many stripes every
day.” This tradition is not founded on fact and is highly improbable. It is probable that
Jehoshaphat when asked by Ahab to come for a visit, decided to have a conversation with Ahab
and ultimately agreed for political reasons to form an alliance with him against the Armenians to
attempt to retake the important city of Ramoth in Gilead. Ramoth was one of the chief cities of
the Tribe of Gad, located 28 miles East of the Jordan and 15 miles South of the Sea of Kinnereth,



directly East of Jezreel. Ahab probably thought that in order to form an army large enough to
defeat the Armenians, he needed Jehoshaphat to join him. Jehoshaphat’s decision to join him
was questionable and though perhaps  politically beneficial, he should not have joined Ahab for
spiritual reasons. The Bible tells us that Jehoshaphat was a godly king, who “walked in all the
ways of Asa, his father.” (1 Kings 22:43) However, Jehoshaphat made peace with the King of
Israel, Ahab, and agreed to join him.

There’s a lesson here for us as old as the book of Genesis. When Eve began to talk to the
serpent, have dialog with him, that was the beginning of her doubting the word of God and
believing the serpent who said, “Ye shall not surely die” by eating of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. Anytime we as Christians associate with, consider, have dialog with Satan
because we think we are strong enough to manage ourselves and overcome any issues Satan
might present to us, it is that circumstance which will oftentimes lead us into sin, doubt of God’s
word and ultimate debasement. We see in verse 4 that Jehoshaphat said his resources, his
fighting men were “I am as thou art, my people, as thy people, my horses as thy horses.” To
commit his resources and men to wicked Ahab was unbelievable!

Chapter 22:5-12: In these passages, we find that Jehoshaphat suggested to Ahab that he inquire of the LORD
JEHOVAH YAHWEH before they went into battle to see if it was the will of the LORD that they
do so. So Ahab gathered 400 prophets of Ahab who were not true prophets of the LORD. These
“prophets” worshipped at Bethel in the golden calf center set up by Jeroboam, were supported
by Ahab, whose religious policy permitted the worship of Baal, and their words were designed
to please Ahab. It is interesting to note in verse 6 their use of the word “Lord” did not use the
covenant name for Israel’s God LORD JEHOVAH, YAHWEH. In fact, there’s no indication that
these 400 prophets prayed or sought any guidance from anyone, they simply said what they
thought Ahab wanted them to say. It is likely that these 400 prophets were the prophets
referred to in 1 Kings 18:19 which provides, “(19) Now, therefore, send and gather to me all
Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal, four hundred and fifty, and the prophets
of the idols (groves) four hundred, who eat at Jezebel's table.” Because, when the fire of the
LORD fell at mount  Carmel, the Bible says that the prophets of Baal were slain and none of
them escaped. It does not say anything about the 400 prophets of the idols. Many theologians
believe that these 400 prophets were not slain because they were really prophets “who eat at
Jezebel’s table,” in other words, followers of Jezebel, not at the conclusion of the miracle at
mount Carmel.

Jehoshaphat, apparently recognizing that these 400 prophets were not true prophets of the
LORD, asked Ahab if there was a true prophet that they could ask about this battle they were
planning. Ahab responded that there was one, a man named Micaiah. But Ahab says he hated
him because he never prophesy anything good concerning Ahab but evil. The response of
Jehoshaphat was interesting, because it was obviously said sarcastically, “Let not the king say
so.” At that point, Zedekiah, spokesman for the false prophet, using God’s covenant name led
all the prophets who previously prophesied to encourage the king to go up to Ramoth-Gilead
because it shall be delivered unto Ahab’s hand. He was a “man pleaser,” not a “God pleaser.” As
Christians, we should always, in all ways, seek to please God in all we do.

Chapter 22:13-28: In these passages, we find that Micaiah was encouraged by the messenger who went to get him
to agree with the 400 prophets of Ahab. However, God’s prophet Micaiah said in verse 14, “As
the LORD liveth, what the LORD saith unto me, that will I speak.” Then when asked by Ahab
whether he should go into battle or not, Micaiah said sarcastically, “Go and prosper; for the
LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the king.” However, Ahab realized that the response was
said sarcastically and chastised Micaiah asking him to tell the truth. Micaiah then proceeded to
prophesy defeat for Ahab who, when he heard the truth, told Jehoshaphat, “I told you so” that



guy never prophesies anything good concerning me, but evil! In Verse 17 Micaiah had
prophesied that Israel’s shepherd, King Ahab, would be killed and his army scattered. But, in
verse 18, it was clear that Ahab did not accept the prophesy of Micaiah and fully intended to go
forward with his plan of war. But then in verse 19, we see Micaiah speaking again telling Ahab
what he saw and what the LORD JEHOVAH, YAHWEH told him about what was going on.
Micaiah told Ahab that the Lord looked for a messenger to persuade Ahab to go to war so that
he would be killed at Ramoth-Gilead. (See verse 20) We see in the scripture that in verse 23,
“The LORD hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these prophets, and the LORD hath spoken
evil concerning thee.” (Ahab) So, Micaiah was telling Ahab the truth that he was going to die if
he went to war. He was also telling Ahab that the LORD intended for him to go to war and die
and that he, the LORD, is the one who had sent these lying spirits to testify out of the mouths of
his lying prophets to convince Ahab to go to war so that he would die. Then we see Zedekiah,
the leader of the 400 false prophets, hitting Micaiah for his “perceived insolence” and his claim
to speak for the LORD JEHOVAH, YAHWEH. Then Micaiah was thrown in jail and he made
another prediction in verse 28 when he said, “If thou return at all in peace, the LORD hath not
spoken by me. And he said, Hearken, O people, every one of you.”

Chapter 22:29-39: In these verses we see that Ahab and Jehoshaphat decided to go to war. The strange thing is not
that Ahab went to war but that Jehoshaphat, a good, godly king, who had desired a legitimate
inquiry by a legitimate prophet of the LORD should proceed after a fair warning about the
result. But apparently, Jehoshaphat was not strong enough in his commitment to God and not
willing to go against the desire of Ahab. And, in the prophesy of Micaiah, Jehoshaphat’s fall was
not foretold, only that Ahab would die. Perhaps Jehoshaphat hoped that he might somehow
safely come back from the war, even if the battle was lost. There is a lesson here for us. As a
child of God, we should and we must be courageous and stand for God’s instructions even if and
when all others are against us. “Right is right even if no one is doing it, and wrong is wrong even
if everyone is doing it.”

We also see in this passage the continual deceitfulness of Ahab. Ahab knew that he was going to
war against Ben-Hadad II, the king of Abram. He also knew that Ben-Hadad II hated him for
breaking his treaty with Ben-Hadad reflected in Chapter 20:34. Ben-Hadad II was the son of that
Ben-Hadad  referred to in Chapter 20. Ahab, the deceiver, the coward, the conniver, a man of no
character, conceived a plan in which he would go into battle disguised as a regular soldier or
officer. Theologians believe it may have been because Ahab was fearful for his life in view of
what Micaiah had said. Jehoshaphat did not realize this tactic would put him in greater danger
until the battle began, because he was not aware of Ben-Hadad II’s anger against Ahab that led
the king of Abram to concentrate his attack on the king of Israel, Ahab. It is likely that Ben-Hadad
II probably wanted to kill Ahab alone because he knew that without their king the soldiers of
Israel would probably not fight effectively. Jehoshaphat, however, was encouraged by Ahab to
wear his kingly robes in the battle, which he did. Ben-Hadad II told his soldiers to concentrate on
Ahab the King of Israel, but when they saw Jehoshaphat, they thought he was the King of Israel
and they concentrated the fight against him. At that point, Jehoshaphat cried out and the Bible
says it came to pass that they perceived he was not the King of Israel and they quit fighting
against him. Then, “just by chance” a warrior drew his bow, shot an arrow which struck the King
of Israel “between the joints of his armor.” The chance of that happening without God directing
the arrow was just about “zero!” The King of Israel, Ahab, subsequently died, his blood ran out
of the wound into the inside of the chariot and in verse 36 we find this passage: “And there went
a proclamation throughout the host about the going down of the sun, saying, Every man to his
city, and every man to his own country.” Note that this is almost the exact language that
Micaiah prophesied in verse 17 when he said, “I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills as sheep
that have not a shepherd. And the LORD said, let these have no master; let them return every
man to his house in peace.” In verse 38, we find this passage: “And one washed the chariot in



the pool of Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood; and they washed his armour, according unto
the word of the LORD which he spoke.” Remember in 1 Kings 21:19, Elijah warned Ahab when he
said, “Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, shall dogs lick
thy blood, even thine.”

Chapter 22:41-49: In these passages, we find a summary of Jehoshaphat’s reign over Judah. In these verses we find
that Jehoshaphat was 35 years old when he began to reign and he reigned for 25 years until he
was 60 years old. The Bible says in verse 43, “(43) And he walked in all the ways of Asa his father;
he turned not aside from it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the LORD. Nevertheless, the
high places were not taken away; for the people offered and burnt incense yet in the high places.
(44) And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel.” - Comment - Do not be unequally
yoked with unbelievers.

Chapter 22:51-53: The Bible tells us that after Ahab’s death, his son Ahaziah began to reign over Israel in Samaria
during the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and that Ahab’s son reigned two years
over Israel. The Bible is clear in verse 52 that Ahaziah “did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked
in the way of his father and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam, the son of
Nebat, who made Israel to sin: (See 1 Kings 13:33-34; 1 Kings 14:16) (53) For he served Baal, and
worshipped him, and provoked to anger the LORD God of Israel, according to all that his father
had done.”

Respectfully, 

Jim W. Lee 
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