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the shunammite Woman (8:1–6)

This story illustrates God’s marvelous care of those who trust in Him even in times of popular apostasy.

8:1–3. These verses relate background information. Elisha had directed his benefactress and her family (cf. 4:8–37) to leave
Israel temporarily. The LoRd had revealed to His prophet that He would bring a seven-year famine on the land (cf. 4:38; 6:25;
7:4). This was a punishment for apostasy (cf. Deut. 11:16–17; 28:38–40; 1 Kings 18:2). Trusting in the word of the man of
God… she and her family left their home and lived in Philistia for seven years. Returning to Israel, the woman appeared
before King Joram to beg for her former property which has been taken over by someone else in her absence. She may not
have been asking that her property be given to her but that she be permitted to buy it back since it was apparently her
paternal inheritance, guaranteed to each Israelite family by the Law of Moses.

8:4–5. Since King Joram was talking to Gehazi (Elisha’s servant) when the woman called on the king, this incident must have
taken place before Gehazi became a leper (5:27). Joram’s interest in Elisha seems to have been motivated by curiosity rather
than conviction; there is no evidence that Joram ever abandoned his apostate ways and became a faithful follower of the
Lord. Elisha’s resuscitation of the Shunammite’s son (4:32–37) was a great event to recount. Amazingly Gehazi’s telling of it
was interrupted by the woman herself who had come to present her request to the king.

8:6. The woman and her son’s timely appearance so impressed Joram that he asked the woman to fill in some details of
Gehazi’s story, which she did. Besides permitting her to return to her former homestead, the king even ordered that the
proceeds from the land, since she had left it, be paid to her.

The perfect timing of God’s actions stands out in this brief narrative. God preserved His faithful Shunammite believer by
removing her from the famine before it began and by bringing her before the king at a uniquely propitious moment. Joram
had been uniquely prepared by Gehazi to help her. In view of the woman’s faith in the Lord, it was remarkable that Joram
showed her any favor at all.

hazael’s murder of Ben-hadad ii (8:7–15)

8:7–8. Elisha visited damascus, the capital of Aram, and Ben-Hadad, as the old enemy of Israel was ill. (He died in 841 B.C.)
Elisha was well known to the king for the prophet had performed many miracles that affected the Arameans. It was unusual
for Elisha to go all the way up to Damascus from Israel. The king instructed his official Hazael to greet Elisha by taking him a
gift. Having respect for the LoRd Ben-Hadad asked Hazael to ask God’s prophet if he would recover from his illness
(cf. King Ahaziah’s similar request, in Elijah’s day, which the king planned to ask of the false god Baal-Zebub, 1:2).

8:9. The 40-camel caravan may not have carried as much wealth as one might suppose. It was customary in the ancient Near
East to make a great show of giving gifts and it was fairly common to have one camel carry only one gift. Referring to Ben-
Hadad as Elisha’s son, Hazael was courteously deferring to Elisha (cf. “father” in 5:13; 6:21). Elisha was evidently staying at
some house or inn in damascus.

8:10–11. In response to Ben-Hadad’s question, Elisha told Hazael to tell the king that he would certainly recover (as he
would have if Hazael would not have interfered). Elisha then told Hazael that his master would in fact die. Elisha evidently
knew that Hazael would murder his master though he did not tell Hazael this. With a fixed gaze Elisha stared at Hazael



perhaps hoping to embarrass him out of the deed. Hazael, secretly glad at the news of Ben-Hadad’s fate, could not help
feeling ashamed because Elisha seemed to read his mind. God’s revelation to His prophet of what Hazael would do to Israel
brought tears to Elisha’s eyes and he began to weep.

8:12–13. In response to Hazael’s inquiry Elisha told him he knew the destruction Hazael would cause in Israel. Hazael
pretended to be offended at the very suggestion of such cruelty. He feigned humility by calling himself a mere dog,
incapable of such a feat. Elisha then explained that Hazael would become king of Aram; God had revealed this to the
prophet.

8:14–15. Hazael … returned to Ben-Hadad and reported the encouraging prediction of his recovery. Rather than waiting for
the Lord to arrange his accession to the throne through natural processes, as David had done, Hazael decided to seize the
crown. So, the next day he suffocated his master in a manner that made it look as if Ben-Hadad had died of natural causes.
As Elisha had predicted Hazael was elevated to the throne (cf. v. 13).

Elijah may have previously anointed Hazael … as king (1 Kings 19:15) or the event just reported may have constituted that
act with Elisha carrying out Elijah’s assignment. Hazael’s cruel domination of Israel was part of God’s discipline of His people
for their idolatry. Hazael did not come from noble stock.

Jehoram’s evil reign in Judah (8:16–24)

The scene shifts once again to the Southern Kingdom of Judah as the writer continued his narrative with Jehoshaphat’s son
Jehoram.

JEHoRAM’S WICKEDNESS (8:16–19)

8:16–19. Jehoshaphat appointed Jehoram, his coregent, the year he went off to battle with Ahab at Ramoth Gilead
(853 B.C.). He may have thought he would be involved in wars out of the country for many months. Jehoram evidently
remained in Jerusalem to run the nation. The 18th year of Jehoshaphat’s sole reign in Judah (852) when Ahab’s son Joram
began to rule in Israel (3:1) was the second year of Jehoram’s coregency with Jehoshaphat (1:17). The fifth year of Joram of
Israel was the year Jehoram began his reign in Judah alone (848 B.C.). The length of Jehoram’s reign, including his coregency
was 13 years (853–841) while his sole reign was 8 years (848–841).

Unfortunately, Jehoram’s godly father had less of an influence on him than his ungodly wife did. The daughter of Ahab,
whom Jehoram married as part of Jehoshaphat’s treaty with Ahab, was Athaliah. Jehoram was one of Judah’s evil kings. But
because of God’s covenant with david (2 Sam. 7) He did not cut off the Davidic dynasty or destroy the Judean nation. (on a
Davidic king as a lamp, see comments on 1 Kings 11:36; also cf. 2 Sam. 21:17; 1 Kings 15:4.)

THE REVoLTS oF EDoM AND LIBNAH (8:20–24)

The writer of 2 Kings mentioned only two of the unfortunate events that marked the reign of Jehoram. one not included
was his slaughter of six of his brothers, all sons of Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 21:2–4). This purge seems to have been Athaliah’s
idea since no other Judean king practiced such a thing, but Athaliah herself did when she ruled (2 Kings 11:1).

8:20–22. Edom had come under Judah’s control when Jehoshaphat had defeated a coalition of kingdoms that included Edom
(2 Chron. 20:1–29). At that time an Edomite deputy may have been placed on the throne in place of an Edomite king
(1 Kings 22:47). Edom had helped Israel and Judah in their campaign against King Mesha of Moab (2 Kings 3:4–27). But in
Jehoram’s day Edom rebelled … and set up its own king. Jehoram took his army to Zair (probably Seir, another name for
Edom) to put down the rebellion, but he was unsuccessful and barely escaped with his life. His army retreated back home.

Libnah was located southwest of Jerusalem near the border of Philistia. Its rebellion seems to have been precipitated by
Philistine influence (cf. 2 Chron. 21:16). The Philistines invaded Judah in Jehoram’s day and Judah suffered heavy losses at
their hands (2 Chron. 21:16–17).

The Arabians also rebelled. Both Philistia and Arabia had feared and paid tribute to Jehoram’s father (2 Chron. 17:11).
obviously, Judah was weaker under Jehoram, partly because of his wickedness.



8:23–24. Jehoram died of a painful disease of the intestines (2 Chron. 21:18–19). Jehoram had been warned by Elijah early
in his reign because of his wickedness (2 Chron. 21:12–15), but he did not change his ways and died as Elijah had
prophesied. on the book of the annals of the kings of Judah see comments on 1 Kings 14:29, and on the City of david see
comments on 1 Kings 2:10.

ahaziah’s evil reign in Judah (8:25–9:29)

Most of what is recorded about Ahaziah’s brief reign in Judah concerned the activities of Jehu.

AHAZIAH’S WICKEDNESS (8:25–29)

8:25–27. Ahaziah of Israel should not be confused with Ahaziah of Judah; they were two different kings. Each ruled only one
year, and their reigns did not coincide. Ahaziah … of Judah reigned during the last year of Joram (Jehoram) king of Israel
(841 B.C.). His reign commenced while he was 22 years old when his father Jehoram died. His mother was Athaliah, the
daughter of Ahab and granddaughter of omri. Influenced by his evil mother (2 Chron. 22:3) he followed the wicked ways of
his ancestors in the Northern Kingdom.

8:28–29. Israel and Judah were still allied in Ahaziah’s day. That is why he joined his uncle Joram in battle against Hazael king
of Aram at Ramoth Gilead. (This was not the battle at Ramoth Gilead in which Ahab was fatally wounded; 1 Kings 22:29–40.
That battle took place 12 years earlier.) Joram was wounded in this battle and returned to Jezreel (cf. 1 Kings 21:1), probably
where his winter palace was located, to recover (cf. 2 Kings 9:14–15). Ahaziah … went down from Jerusalem to visit him
there. While he was there Jehu attacked and killed Joram (9:14–26) and Ahaziah fled to Megiddo (9:27).

JEHU’S RISE (9:1–29)

Elijah and Elisha were God’s instruments to warn Ahab and many of his relatives of the consequences of apostasy. Jehu was
God’s instrument to judge that dynasty when the kings failed to repent.

Jehu’s anointing (9:1–10)

9:1–3. Elijah had been commissioned by God to anoint Jehu king over Israel (1 Kings 19:16). This assignment fell to his
successor Elisha who delegated it to one of the young prophets under his tutelage. Tucking one’s long cloak into his belt
(cf. 2 Kings 4:29) enabled a person to move swiftly. The flask held the oil the young man would use to anoint Jehu who was
still in Ramoth Gilead on the east side of the Jordan after the battle there (cf. 8:28–29). Jehu was the commander of Joram’s
army (9:5). The anointing was to be done privately, as was normal. Pouring the olive oil on the head was a symbolic way of
illustrating the coming of the Spirit of God on a man to enable him to function as king (cf. 1 Sam. 16:13). An announcement
of God’s will for the king accompanied the ritual. The words are related briefly here (2 Kings 9:3) but more fully later
(vv. 6–10).

9:4–10. The young … prophet.… found Jehu outdoors in the company of his fellow officers. He explained that he had a
private message for the commander who then led the prophet into a building where they could talk confidentially. The
prophet anointed Jehu and explained the purpose for which God had chosen him. Jehu was to destroy Ahab’s dynasty. This
would avenge the blood of the Lord’s prophets and … servants which had been shed as a result of Jezebel’s influence. God
would thoroughly annihilate Ahab’s line as Elijah had prophesied (1 Kings 21:21–22, 29), and Jezebel would also die as Elijah
had foretold (1 Kings 21:23). Jeroboam’s dynasty and Baasha’s dynasty had ended violently (cf. 1 Kings 15:25, 28–29; 16:3–4)
and so would Ahab’s.

Jezebel, the young prophet said, would be eaten by dogs, and not be buried; both facts were ignominious to Semites. The
young prophet’s mission completed, he ran away from Jehu and friends as Elisha had told him to do (2 Kings 9:3). Perhaps
this was in view of the coup that would soon begin and the accompanying recriminations that often trap innocent victims.

the announCement of Jehu’s anointing (9:11–13)

9:11–13. The officer’s calling the prophet a madman probably refers to the prophet’s behavior in running away so quickly
(v. 10). Jehu tried to change the subject when his friends asked him what the prophet had said. He implied that his
companions knew the prophet was a little odd. Perhaps the young man’s clothing identified him as a prophet. Jehu’s friends



would not be put off, however. Sensing that the prophet’s mission was important, they wanted to know what had happened.
So, Jehu explained that the prophet had anointed him king over Israel. Immediately the officers arranged a little ceremony
(cf. 1 Kings 16:16). They spread their cloaks … under him on the bare steps.… blew the trumpet, and shouted, Jehu is king!
These were customary rituals for announcing a king (cf. 2 Sam. 15:10; 1 Kings 1:34, 39; Matt. 21:7–9).

Jehu’s ConspiraCy against Joram (9:14–16)

9:14–16. Jehu’s father Jehoshaphat was not the king of Judah by the same name. Jehu proceeded with plans to carry out
God’s will against the house of Ahab. Israel had regained Ramoth in Gilead from the Arameans since Ahab had been defeated
there by Ben-Hadad II (1 Kings 22:29–40). While defending it from Aramean aggressors under Hazael’s command, King Joram
had been wounded. He had returned to Jezreel to recuperate. Jehu probably made his statement (2 Kings 9:15) in the context
of his being proclaimed king (v. 13). He wanted to arrive in Jezreel and execute Joram before the king had heard of Jehu’s
being hailed as king by his men and before Joram could prepare to defend himself.

Jehu’s ride to Jezreel (9:17–20)

9:17–20. A lookout spotted Jehu’s troops … coming long before he could identify them as Jehu’s. He probably saw a cloud of
dust on the horizon and concluded that many horsemen were approaching. Fearful that these might be Arameans or bad news
from Ramoth, Joram ordered a horseman to go intercept the convoy and find out who they were. The horseman met Jehu
and posed his question. Jehu’s reply was conciliatory. What do you have to do with peace? means “Do not worry about the
situation.” Jehu told the messenger to follow him to Jezreel.

The king sent out a second messenger when the first did not speed back to Jezreel with news. His message and Jehu’s
response were the same as with the first horseman. As the troops drew closer to Jezreel the lookout observed that the officer
leading the convoy was driving his chariot very fast, like a madman (cf. “madman” in v. 11). This was Jehu’s characteristic style
and it identified him to the scout on the tower. Jehu was the descendant but not the direct son of Nimshi (cf. v. 14).

Jehu’s exeCution of Joram (9:21–26)

9:21–23. Thinking that Jehu brought bad news of the fighting at Ramoth Gilead (the messengers would have hurried back to
Jezreel if their news had been good), Joram prepared to ride out to meet Jehu and get the news himself as quickly as possible.
He suspected no rebellion but was so concerned about the war that he did this in spite of his injuries. Ahaziah, his guest,
joined his uncle in his own chariot. They met Jehu at the plot of ground that had belonged to Naboth (1 Kings 21).

Joram’s question (Have you come in peace, Jehu?) meant, “Is there peace at Ramoth?” Yet the king had no inkling of Jehu’s
plans. Jehu’s reply, however, revealed that he was returning to Jezreel as Joram’s adversary. He gave a different meaning to the
word peace. It was Jezebel’s idolatry and witchcraft that had ruined Israel’s peace with God and for which Jehu was setting
himself against her son (cf. Ex. 22:18; Deut. 18:10–12). As Joram wheeled his chariot around to flee he shouted a warning to
Ahaziah. 

9:24–26. Jehu took Joram completely by surprise; apparently the king was not wearing his armor. Jehu easily shot him fatally
with an arrow. Jehu reminded Bidkar, his chariot officer, of the prophecy they both had heard Elijah make
(cf. 1 Kings 21:17–19). They were fulfilling that prediction. Jehu’s free quotation added a fact not revealed previously: Jezebel
had also had Naboth’s sons killed. Jehu was careful to obey and to fulfill the Lord’s word, thus ending Israel’s fourth royal
dynasty.

Jehu’s exeCution of ahaziah (9:27–29)

9:27–29. The two accounts of Ahaziah’s fate (2 Kings 9:27–29; 2 Chron. 22:9) seem contradictory, but they can be
harmonized. Evidently Ahaziah … fled from Jezreel south by way of Beth Haggan. Jehu and his men pursued him and
wounded him … near Ibleam. Apparently Ahaziah reached Samaria where he hid for some time (2 Chron. 22:9). Jehu’s men
sought him, found him, and brought him to Jehu probably in Jezreel. Jehu may have wounded him again there. Then
Ahaziah escaped and fled west to Megiddo where he died (2 Kings 9:27). His servants took his body back to Jerusalem
where he was buried in the royal cemetery. The 11th year of Joram was 841 B.C.1
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