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Jehu’s reign in Israel (9:30–10:36)

since Jehu’s coronation before the whole nation is not recorded, his reign may be regarded as beginning when
Joram died (in 841 B.c.).

Jehu’s executIon oF JeZeBeL (9:30–37)

9:30–31. By the time Jehu returned to Jezreel.… Jezebel had learned of her son’s death. hearing of Jehu’s return
she painted her eyes and arranged her hair. evidently she anticipated her fate, and wanted to present an imposing
appearance to Jehu and to die as a queen. she called out to Jehu and he entered the city gate beneath her window.
her words were sarcastic; she was arrogant to the end of her life. Perhaps she sought to shame Jehu by asking if he
came in peace (cf. vv. 18–19). obviously he had not. Zimri, of course, also rebelled against his master, elah
(1 Kings 16:9), and he himself died only seven days later by the influence of omri, the founder of Ahab’s dynasty
(1 Kings 16:18–19). Jezebel implied that Jehu’s rebellion would destroy him as Zimri’s had. this implication is clearer
in another translation of Jezebel’s words: “Did Zimri have peace, who murdered his master?” (cf. nIV marg.)

9:32–33. Jezebel’s household was not loyal to her. several eunuchs who waited on the queen were willing to help
Jehu and pitched their mistress out her window at Jehu’s command. Probably the window was on a second story or
higher. When Jezebel hit the ground her blood splattered the wall (evidently the city wall; cf. 1 Kings 21:23) and
Jehu’s horses.

9:34–37. After Jehu drove his horses and chariot over her corpse, he then went farther into the city where he
obtained a meal. he was so satisfied with his accomplishments that his gory act did not affect his appetite. evidently
at first Jehu did not remember elijah’s prophecy about Jezebel’s fate. he later ordered that she be buried since she
was a king’s daughter (1 Kings 16:31) though she was also a cursed woman—cursed by God for her wickedness. By
the time Jehu’s gravediggers arrived on the scene, the wild dogs had already torn her corpse apart and had carried
off all but the skull … feet, and … hands. When they reported this to Jehu he remembered elijah’s prophecy
(1 Kings 21:23). Ironically she who had caused naboth and his sons to die undeservedly now died an ignominious
death—deservedly—on the ground that had been naboth’s vineyard. this was part of the same plot of ground
where Bidkar had thrown the corpse of her son Joram (2 Kings 9:25–26).

Jehu’s commentary on the prophecy (v. 37) is in harmony with elijah’s words. the king’s complete lack of respect for
Jezebel in her death reflects how he and God, as well as the godly in Israel, viewed this callous sinner who had been
directly and indirectly responsible for so much apostasy and wickedness among God’s people.



Jehu’s executIon oF AhAB’s ReLAtIVes AnD FRIenDs (10:1–11)

10:1–3. Seventy sons (i.e., descendants) of Ahab and his ancestors lived in Samaria, the capital of Israel. Jehu,
planning to execute every relative who could possibly succeed Ahab, wrote letters to the chief administrators of
Israel who were not Ahab’s relatives. these included the officials of Jezreel (possibly those responsible for the
winter palace in Jezreel; cf. 1 Kings 12:1; 2 Kings 8:29), elders of samaria, and others who had been assigned by
Ahab to guard the young male members of the royal family and to rear them properly (cf. 10:6). Jehu proposed that
these leaders, whom he assumed would remain loyal to Ahab’s dynasty and oppose himself, select a new king from
Ahab’s sons. Jehu challenged them to have this new king and his city fight him. Rather than fielding large armies,
ancient near eastern leaders proposed that only two individuals join battle and so decide which family would rule

(cf. 1 sam. 17:8–9; 2 sam. 2:9). this may have been what Jehu was suggesting, or he may have intended to go to war
against the whole house of Ahab and the city of samaria.

10:4–8. In either case the officials, elders, and guardians were terrified. they knew Jehu would win such a contest;
he was a powerful and successful army commander who had already killed two kings, Joram (9:24–26) and Ahaziah
(9:27). Being state officials with no personal connections to the omride dynasty, they decided to transfer their
allegiance to Jehu. they said they would do anything he told them to do.

Jehu sent directions immediately. he commanded them to execute each of Ahab’s 70 heirs and to bring their heads
to him in Jezreel within the next day. the officials did exactly as Jehu had commanded. When the heads of the royal
princes had been collected Jehu had them put … in two piles at the entrance of the … gate of Jezreel where they
remained overnight. In the ancient near east the practice of piling the heads of conquered subjects at the city gate
was an effective way of demonstrating subjugation.

10:9–11. In the morning Jehu assembled the people of Jezreel at the city gate. he relieved them of any
responsibility for the death of King Joram (my master) by admitting that he alone was responsible. this statement
would have given Jehu a psychological advantage with the people; he was confessing to them and was not
implicating them in his act.

this was all a part of Jehu’s strategy which then became clear. he claimed innocence of and implied ignorance of the
execution of Ahab’s sons. this had been done by Ahab’s chief officials but Jehu did not tell the people it had been
done at his command. since he had been honest with the people about his own responsibility in killing Joram, the
people assumed he was being honest with them about his innocence in this mass murder. Jehu further ingratiated
himself with the people by identifying himself with God and his prophet, claiming (rightly so) to be the fulfiller of
elijah’s prophecy that Ahab’s house (dynasty) would be destroyed. In this way Jehu gained popular support for his
plot to massacre the officials of samaria who had murdered Ahab’s sons (cf. 2 sam. 1:14–15). Jehu wiped out Ahab’s
heirs in samaria and Jezreel, which God approved. But he also executed all Ahab’s chief men (officials, v. 1), close
friends, and priests, which God did not approve and for which God judged Jehu’s own dynasty later (cf. hosea 1:4).
Jehu got carried away in his zeal and killed many innocent people who could have helped him be a more effective
king than he proved to be.



Jehu’s executIon oF AhAZIAh’s ReLAtIVes (10:12–14)

10:12–14. traveling south from Jezreel toward Samaria Jehu and his men met a party of 42 men on the road. he
learned that they were relatives of Ahaziah, king of Judah who were going from Jerusalem to visit other relatives of
the king including the queen mother, Jezebel. obviously they had not heard of Jehu’s coup. Jehu seized them at
once since they were part of the house of Ahab and executed them near a well, leaving no survivor. not all 42
travelers were necessarily blood relatives of Ahab; some may have been related by marriage. But that would not
have mattered to Jehu (cf. v. 11). In 2 chronicles 22:8 they are called “princes of Judah” and “the sons of Ahaziah’s
relatives, who had been attending Ahaziah.“

Jehu’s executIon oF the Rest oF AhAB’s ReLAtIVes (10:15–17)

10:15–17. continuing his journey, Jehu met Jehonadab son of Recab. this man was a faithful follower of the Lord
and a strict observer of the mosaic Law (cf. Jer. 35:6–7, where his name is spelled Jonadab). he was on his way to
meet Jehu. meeting Jehonadab, Jehu learned that he was a supporter of his policy to purge the land of Ahab’s
apostate influence. Joining hands and sharing a chariot were signs of agreement and mutual commitment. the new
king invited his ally to accompany him to samaria to witness his zeal for the LORD. After they arrived Jehu proceeded
to kill all the remaining members of Ahab’s family in fulfillment of elijah’s prophecy (cf. 1 Kings 21:21).

Jehu’s executIon oF the BAAL PRoPhets (10:18–28)

10:18–23. Jehu called a special convocation of the people of Israel under the pretense that he would sacrifice to
and honor … Baal. It was to take place at the central temple of Baal that Ahab had built in samaria (1 Kings 16:32).
every leader of the Baal cult was required to attend. obviously Jehu’s true religious preferences had not yet become
known in Israel. Jehonadab (cf. 2 Kings 10:15) accompanied Jehu and observed his preparations. Jehu carefully
guarded against the possibility of any worshipers of the LORD being present and slain. he also made sure that none
of the Baal worshipers would escape.

10:24–28. Presumably Jehu did not personally participate in the sacrifices and burnt offerings of the priests of Baal;
to have done so would have undermined his attempts to win the support of the faithful in Israel. however, he did
offer a burnt offering, perhaps to set a trap for the priests of Baal. Jehu then ordered his guards and officers (80 of
them) to enter the temple and slaughter all Baal ministers. then they brought out the sacred stone … burned it,
probably to dishonor it, and then demolished it. however, perhaps two stones were involved, because two different
hebrew words are used for the stones in verses 26 and 27. If the first “stone” was actually a wooden idol, then the
second “stone” was the main image of Baal, probably a conical stone dedicated to Baal.

Jehu’s massacre completed the destruction of Baal worship in Israel which elijah had begun. the king was God’s
instrument of judgment.



Jehu’s Assessment (10:29–31)

10:29–31. though Jehu killed the Baal priests, he did not completely obey the Lord. he continued the idolatrous
policies of Jeroboam with worship of the golden calves at Bethel and Dan.

Because he obeyed the Lord in the matter of judging Ahab’s dynasty, God promised Jehu that four generations of his
descendants would reign as kings over Israel. these were Jehoahaz, Jehoash (Joash), Jeroboam II, and Zechariah. no
doubt God’s blessing would have been greater if Jehu’s heart had been more completely devoted to him. But he did
become the head of Israel’s fifth royal dynasty.

Jehu’s Losses (10:32–36)

10:32–36. God’s discipline on Israel for Jehu’s incomplete devotion (cf. v. 31) came in the form of territorial losses.
Jehu’s reign was characterized by turmoil and unrest. he was not a strong ruler. social and economic abuses marked
his administration. Both the Arameans and the Assyrians humiliated Israel during his leadership. Hazael, king of Aram,
seized all of transjordan from Israel and later even made inroads into Israel’s territory west of the Jordan (cf. 12:17–
18; 13:7). Before hazael’s attacks, Assyria under shalmaneser III had forced Jehu to bow before him and pay tribute. A
bas relief on shalmaneser’s so-called “Black obelisk” shows Jehu doing this. this is the only picture of an Israelite king
that has been found so far.
 
Jehu could have used the experience of the seasoned officials he unnecessarily slew (cf. 10:11). his ruthlessness and
deception probably made even his closest allies suspicious of him. the alliance that had united and provided some
strength for both Judah and Israel was broken when Jehu killed Judah’s king Ahaziah. Israel’s treaty with Phoenicia also
ended when Jehu killed Joram, Jezebel, and the prophets of Baal. this is how God began to reduce the size of Israel in
Jehu’s reign. In all Jehu reigned … 28 years (841–814 B.c.).1

1 thomas L. constable, “2 Kings,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F.
Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 556–559.


