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Jehoahaz’s Evil Reign in Israel (13:1–9)
The scene shifts once again to the Northern Kingdom.

13:1–3. Jehoahaz began reigning in the 23rd year of Joash’s reign in Judah and reigned for 17 years (814–798 b.c.). (The
23rd year of Joash would seemingly mean Joash began reigning in 837. Actually he began in 835 [see the chart “Kings of
Judah and Israel and the Preexilic Prophets,” near 1 Kings 12:25–33]; different systems of dating began to be used in both
Judah and Israel, thus making for a two-year deviation in the dating system.) Jehoahaz was Jehu’s son and his capital was
Samaria. Jehoahaz followed the sins of Jeroboam throughout his career (cf. Jehu, 2 Kings 10:29). As discipline against
Israel for her disobedience to the Mosaic Law, God allowed the Arameans to dominate her. Jehoahaz reigned during the
last years of Hazael’s administration and early years of his son Ben-Hadad III’s reign.

13:4–6. because of Aram’s distressing oppression King Jehoahaz sought the LorD‘S help. Out of compassion for His
people and in spite of the king’s idolatry the LorD provided a deliverer. This deliverer probably was King Adad-nirāri III of
Assyria (811–783 b.c.; see the chart “Kings of Assyria in the Middle and New Assyrian Kingdoms,” near Jonah 1:2) who
fought against Damascus (as well as against Tyre, Sidon, Media, Edom, and Egypt) and defeated it in 803 b.c. The
Arameans consequently turned their attention from attacking Israel to defending themselves against the Assyrians. Thus
Israel escaped Aram’s power and the people were able to return to their … homes and live in peace. Israel had to pay
tribute to Assyria, but the nation was free from Aram’s attacks. This answer to prayer did not result in the people
repenting of their idolatry, however. Even the Asherah pole, a symbol of the pagan goddess Asherah, baal’s consort,
remained conspicuously in Samaria.

13:7–9. Jehoahaz’s army had been decimated by his wars with the Arameans, though some of the Israelite army was lost
during the reign of Jehu (cf. comments on 10:32–36). Dust at threshing time was blown away and never seen again.

When Jehoahaz died he was buried in Samaria, and his son Jehoash followed him to the throne.

Jehoash’s Evil Reign in Israel (13:10–25)

Jehoash was the third king of Jehu’s dynasty to rule over Israel.

JEHoASH’S ASSESSmEnT (13:10–13)

13:10–11. When Jehoash (a variant of the Heb. Joash; cf. NIV marg.) took the reins of power in Israel a king by the name
of Joash ruled in Judah. (The NIV translators have rendered the name of Israel’s king Jehoash and that of Judah’s king
Joash consistently so these men are not so easily confused.) Jehoash began reigning in Israel in 798 b.c. and served for a
total of 16 years until 782 b.c. However, after five years (in 793 b.c.) Jehoash’s son Jeroboam II began to reign as coregent
with him. The king continued the religious policies of his predecessors and did evil in the eyes of the LorD.

13:12–13. The statement that normally concludes the writer’s history of a particular king occurs here early in the story of
Jehoash. These words about Jehoash are repeated almost verbatim in the history of Amaziah of Judah (14:15–16).
Jehoash’s war against Amaziah is described by the writer as a part of the Judean king’s reign (14:8–14). Jeroboam II



succeeded.… Jehoash, but the son actually began reigning as coregent 11 years before his father’s death.

ELISHA’S ProPHECY (13:14–21)

13:14. Elisha the prophet now reenters the narrative. He was suffering from a terminal illness. Out of respect for this
man of God, King Jehoash paid him a visit. The fact that the king wept over him reveals that though Jehoash followed in
the ways of Jeroboam I (v. 11) he also revered Yahweh. He anticipated the great loss that the death of this servant of God
would be to Israel. He regarded Elisha as superior to himself, calling him my father in true humility. by the phrase the
chariots and horsemen of Israel, he showed that he recognized in Elisha, and behind him in the Lord, the real defense
and power of Israel against all her adversaries. Elisha had used the same expressions himself when Elijah’s ministry was
terminated by God (2:12).

13:15–17. In view of Jehoash’s evidence of faith Elisha blessed him with a promise of victory. The bow and … arrows
were symbols of strength and victory that God was going to give Jehoash. by taking the bow in his hands the king was
symbolically becoming the agent of God’s power. Elisha put his own hands on Jehoash’s hands to symbolize that the
power the king would exert came from the Lord through His prophet.

Jehoash was to open an east window, which faced toward the enemy Aramean hosts at Aphek, so that he could shoot.
Obeying the prophet, the king shot an arrow out the window toward Aram. by actually shooting the arrow the king was
appropriating the victory symbolized by the arrow. As the king shot, Elisha said that the arrow represented victory over
Aram.… at Aphek (cf. 1 Kings 20:30) in the Transjordan.

13:18–19. Elisha then instructed the king to take the arrows that remained and to shoot them at the ground. (The Heb.
which is trans. Strike the ground probably means that the king was to shoot these arrows as he had shot the first one
rather than to grasp them together in his hand and strike the ground with them.) The king fired off three more arrows
and then stopped. Elisha was angry with him for stopping because the king was manifesting failure to trust God to give
him as many victories as there were arrows. Jehoash understood what shooting the first arrow symbolized; Elisha had
explained it. by letting the king shoot more arrows God was inviting him through Elisha to claim as many victories as he
had arrows. God assured him that he would have victory by divine enablement. but perhaps Jehoash felt that God could
not or would not do as much for him as Elisha implied. This unbelief explains why Elisha became angry. Jehoash had
failed to trust God even though he knew what God had promised. The prophet told the king that had he shot more
arrows God would have honored his faith and given him additional victories resulting in Aram’s complete destruction. As
it was he would now win only three victories (v. 25).

13:20–21. Shortly thereafter Elisha died. Elisha’s ministry spanned at least 56 years (including his years of serving as
Elijah’s servant) since he was called by Elijah during Ahab’s reign (which ended in 853 b.c.) and Elisha died in Jehoash’s
reign (which began in 798 b.c.). The prophet was probably buried as most of the early Israelites were in a cave or tomb
(v. 21) hewn out of a rock, after his body was wrapped in linen cloths.

Some time later some men were laying another man’s body to rest near Elisha’s tomb. They were surprised by a group of
moabite raiders who were apparently going to rob whomever they met. To flee quickly, the Israelite pallbearers removed
the stone in front of Elisha’s tomb, threw the corpse of their friend in the tomb, and retreated. When the new corpse
touched Elisha’s he came to life and stood up on his feet. Evidently the men who placed the body in Elisha’s tomb
observed this. Doubtless they told their story far and wide, and it probably reached the ears of Jehoash for whom this
miracle seems to have been intended primarily. Such a sign of the power of God working even through His prophet’s
corpse may have both encouraged the king as he anticipated his battles with the Arameans and rebuked him for his lack
of faith (cf. comments on vv. 18–19).

JEHoASH’S VICTorIES (13:22–25)

13:22–23. Even though Hazael had his hands full combating his Assyrian foe he kept his foot on Israel’s neck too, during
the reign of Jehoash’s father Jehoahaz. But because of the Lord’s covenant with the patriarchs He graciously and
compassionately cared for the Israelites, refusing to destroy them or cast them out of His presence. It was God’s
promise, not the Israelites’ goodness, that moved God to be merciful as the writer notes, to this day, that is, right to the



time 1 and 2 Kings were written.

13:24–25. After Hazael … died (801 b.c.) Jehoash engaged the new Aramean king, Ben-Hadad III in battle and defeated
him three times, as prophesied by Elisha (v. 19). The battle of Aphek (v. 17), though not mentioned here, may have been
one of the three battles. Jehoash … recaptured the Israelite towns … Jehoahaz had lost in battle to Hazael in these three
encounters (cf. v. 3).

Amaziah’s Good Reign in Judah (14:1–22)

AmAZIAH’S PoLICIES (14:1–6)

14:1–6. Amaziah … began to reign in Judah about a year after Jehoash had become king of Israel. Amaziah was fairly
young, 25 years old, when he became king, and ruled a long time, 29 years (796–767 b.c.). Much of this time his son
Azariah’s reign overlapped with his own (790–767 b.c.). The king followed his father Joash’s example; he upheld the
worship of the LorD but did not remove the high places (cf. comments on 1 Kings 22:43), where the people worshiped
God in disobedience to the Mosaic Law (Deut. 12:2–7, 13–14). compared with David, the founder of his dynasty and
Judah’s greatest king, Amaziah fell short.

In obedience to God’s Law (Deut. 24:16) Amaziah did not execute the children of his father’s assassins as was customarily
done by Near Eastern monarchs. He trusted God to control these potential rebels.

AmAZIAH’S WAr WITH EDom (14:7)

14:7. This war with Edom is described more fully in 2 chronicles 25:5–16. Edom had revolted from Judean control during
the reign of Jehoram. Amaziah wanted to regain control of this neighbor because Edom gave Judah access to southern
trade routes. The battle took place in the Valley of Salt, a marshy plain at the south end of the Dead Sea (cf. 2 Sam. 8:13).
Sela, renamed Joktheel by Amaziah, was later named Petra, the stronghold city of Edom carved out of sheer mountain
walls.

AmAZIAH’S WAr WITH ISrAEL (14:8–14)

14:8–10. Riding high after his victory over Edom, Amaziah decided to challenge Israel which had recently suffered
defeats by Hazael (13:22). Amaziah’s invitation to Jehoash constituted a declaration of war.

The Israelite king responded to this challenge by sending a warning to Amaziah in the form of a parable. Thistles and
cedars were common in Lebanon. Amaziah was the thistle and Jehoash the cedar. As a wild beast could easily squash a
thistle, so anyone could easily defeat Judah. Jehoash’s advice that Amaziah stay at home was good, but Amaziah’s pride
had been hurt by the story. So he committed himself even more strongly to war. His decision was of the Lord who
intended that he should suffer defeat because after conquering the Edomites, Amaziah had brought Edomite idols into
Judah and had worshiped them (cf. 2 chron. 25:14, 20).

14:11–14. Jehoash seized the initiative and attacked Judah. He faced Amaziah in battle at Beth Shemesh, about 15 miles
west of Jerusalem. Judah was defeated, its troops retreated, and Amaziah was captured. Jehoash then proceeded to
Jerusalem where he broke down … 600 feet of the city wall. He took the remaining gold … silver, and other articles of
value from the temple and palace, as well as hostages, and returned to Samaria. Apparently when Amaziah was taken
prisoner his son Azariah began to reign as Judah’s king in Jerusalem (790 b.c.).
JEHoASH’S DEATH (14:15–16)

14:15–16. This second mention of Jehoash’s death (cf. 13:12–13) seems to be added here because of the unusual
situation that existed with Amaziah being held prisoner in Israel. When Jehoash died (782 b.c.) Amaziah was released
and returned to Judah. Jehoash’s successor was his son Jeroboam II.

AmAZIAH’S DEATH (14:17–22)



14:17–20. Amaziah (who died in 767) outlived Jehoash (who died in 782) by at least 15 years. After Amaziah returned to
Judah he made his son Azariah his vice-regent. They shared the throne (790–767) until Amaziah’s death.

The people who conspired against Amaziah are not identified but may have been some of his own officials. The king fled to
Lachish, a former royal city on the southern border of Judah, from which he could have fled the country if his enemies had
not caught up with him first. He received a royal burial in the ancient City of David section of Jerusalem.

14:21–22. In 790 b.c. Azariah had begun to reign at the age of 16 when his father Amaziah was taken prisoner to Israel.
Then when his father died in 767, Azariah began his sole reign. His restoration of Elath on the coast of the Gulf of Aqaba
was probably mentioned here because it was one of Azariah’s most significant accomplishments. More information about
Azariah is given in 15:1–7.

Jeroboam II’s Evil Reign in Israel (14:23–29)

14:23–24. Jeroboam II had served as coregent with his father Jehoash from 793 to 782 b.c. The 15th year of Amaziah …
king of Judah marked the beginning of his sole reign (782 b.c.). In all, he reigned 41 years (793–753 b.c.), longer than any
other king of Israel before him.

Spiritually Jeroboam II followed in the footsteps of his predecessors in Israel. However, politically he was Israel’s strongest
king. Only a few of Jeroboam II’s accomplishments are recorded; these were of lesser importance in view of the writer’s
emphasis on the spiritually significant aspects of Israel’s history.

14:25–27. Jeroboam II restored Israel’s boundaries to approximately their extent in Solomon’s time (excluding of course
the Southern Kingdom’s territory belonging to Judah and benjamin). Lebo Hamath (cf. 1 Kings 8:65) was over 150 miles
northeast of the Sea of Kinnereth. The Sea of the Arabah was the Dead Sea. This territorial extension had been prophesied
by Jonah, who ministered in Jeroboam II’s reign (see the chart “Kings of Judah and Israel and the Preexilic Prophets,” near
1 Kings 12:25–33). This prophecy of Jonah is not recorded elsewhere in Scripture. This is the same Jonah who traveled to
Nineveh with God’s message of repentance for the Assyrians (cf. Jonah 1:1). His hometown, Gath Hepher, was located a
few miles north of Nazareth in Israel.

The suffering of the Israelites came as a result of the oppressive influence of Hazael of Damascus. Out of compassion for
His people the LorD began to relieve their distress under Jehoash (cf. 2 Kings 13:22–25) and continued to do so under
Jeroboam II.

14:28–29. How God granted the Israelites relief is not explained. Only a few particulars are revealed in these verses. Jer-
oboam II took Damascus, the Aramean capital, and Hamath. These cities (and their surrounding territory) had belonged to
Yaudi (Judah) in the days of David and Solomon but not since that time. by controlling this area Jeroboam II undoubtedly
also recovered all of Israel’s Transjordanian territory which Hazael had seized (cf. 10:32–33), thus making Israel the largest
country on the eastern Mediterranean coast.

Jeroboam II’s victories were accomplished because Damascus had been weakened by attacks from the Assyrians to their
northeast under Adad-nirāri III (cf. 13:5). Also Assyria herself was weak at this time, suffering from the threat of attack from
the Urartu people on their northern frontier, internal dissension, and a series of weak rulers. Jehoash had been a successful
military strategist (cf. 14:11–14), and his son Jeroboam II evidently inherited his father’s abilities and even surpassed him.

During Jeroboam II’s reign the Prophets Amos and Hosea ministered in Israel (Amos 1:1; Hosea 1:1). Their prophecies give
additional insights into life in Israel during Jeroboam’s reign. Jeroboam II died in 753 b.c. and his son Zechariah … suc-
ceeded him (cf. 2 Kings 15:8–12).1

1 Thomas L. constable, “2 Kings,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvo-
ord and R. b. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor books, 1985), 562–566.


