Recomposing Our Environment: Project

In this project, you will create your own composition of approx. 5-7 minutes in duration
based upon a soundwalk. Some soundscape compositions may be featured on the
VSO’s new digital home, TheConcertHall.ca.
1. Choose a theme to explore in your piece.
Potential ideas:
- Climate change
- Noise pollution
- Nature vs. industrial
- Wind/weather
- Time of day (morning vs. night)
2. In your group, decide where each person will record to get the widest breadth of
sounds. Consider sound density, time of day, manmade vs. natural sounds, etc.
3. At home, go on a ten minute soundwalk, listening to the environment around you.
Using a portable recording device (eg. phone), record at least four clips of 30
second duration.
4. Share these recordings with your groupmates to create a library of sounds for
your individual compositions.
5. Create a 5-7 minute composition based around your theme. Combine the clips
using audio editing software, fade ins and outs, etc. (Suggested: Soundtrap,
Audacity.) Be creative!
6. Name your piece and write a short paragraph about the intentions behind your
chosen theme.
7. With your group, nominate one piece to present to the class. Have the composer
talk about their work, and have all members speak about where they collected
their audio recordings.
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Audacity User Guide

1. Go to
www.audacityteam.org
2. Download Audacity

3. Open Audacity
4. Select File: Open
5. Choose your file

6. Import more audio tracks to
add layers to your composition
using File: Import

7. Move your tracks around
using drag and drop with the
Time Shift Tool

8. To experiment with fade
in/out transitions, first change to
the Selection Tool, then drag the
section you wish to select

9. Then select Effect: Fade In or
Fade Out

10. When you are done,
select File: Export as MP3.
Don’t forget to give your
composition a creative title!

Soundtrap User Guide

Soundtrap User Guide

