
Part 5: Neighbors & Enemies 

INTRODUCTION 
Sun Tzu says we must “Know thy enemy,” but it is equally important to know who our enemy is not. 
In our culture today, we falsely believe that if we love someone, we must agree with their values, 
opinions, or ideas. But we are called to have wildly different concept of love. Jesus asks us to love 
others in the same way He loves us, a way that makes a difference in our lives and in the lives of 
others.  

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT

1. When have you felt like you were being treated like you were "the enemy"? 
2. How have you seen binary thinking furthering the gap in cultural divisions? 
3. Are there any divisive topics that are more difficult for you to navigate with love than others? 
4. When have you mistakenly treated a "neighbor" like "an enemy"? 
5. Looking at the MLK Jr. quote: “The church was not merely a thermometer that recorded the 

ideas and principles of popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of 
society.“ How have you experienced both simply being a "thermometer when it comes to 
division and tension" and when have you been a "thermostat"? 

6. Is there a relationship in which you have forgotten you are actually for each other? 
7. How can you as an individual work toward being a better "bridge builder"?  

THIS WEEK

Spend some time reading and reflecting on the story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10. What 
jumps out at you? Which character do you relate to the most? Is there someone who God is asking 
you to love well, despite the differences between the two of you? 

 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you love one another.” 

John 13:34-35 


