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Scope 

This policy applies to the establishment of storage facilities at premises where:  

• the dwelling has been destroyed by fire and there is not suitable existing storage facilities

on-site

• the primary storage facility or outbuilding at the premises has been destroyed by fire

This policy relates only to storage facilities sought in response to the 2019/20 bushfires in East 

Gippsland. 

This policy will expire on 31 July 2024. 

Background 

Shipping containers and other temporary storage facilities can have amenity impacts on 

landscapes and surrounding land which can compromise the values for which some people live 

in East Gippsland. Further, in residential zones the land is intended for residential uses and a 

stand-alone use of land as a store is not permitted. 

For this reason, Council ordinarily only allows shipping containers to be used for storage (e.g. of 

building materials) during the building of a dwelling (once a building or planning permit has been 

issued) 

Further, ordinarily storage facilities are not permitted in residential zones without a dwelling or 

residential use. 

Council recognises that in the context of recovery from the recent bushfires: 

• There may be a need for landholders who have had a dwelling or outbuilding destroyed

by the fires to have options to store items pending rebuilding;

• Where a temporary structure is used to store materials related to the rebuilding of the

dwelling this should be for a limited period and then removed, typically when the

occupancy permit for the dwelling is issued.

Council’s approach in relation to temporary storage facilities is aligned with the arrangements 

established at a state level for temporary accommodation ie. an 18-month period to establish 

temporary storage and then a 3-year maximum period for use of the temporary storage. This is 

subject to any further approval that may be gained or, in the absence of any further approval, in 

general, a requirement to remove a shipping container within 3 months of the certificate of 

occupancy for a new dwelling being issued (consistent with the East Gippsland General Local 

Law 2017). 
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Objectives 

The objectives of this policy are to: 

• Support landowners directly impacted by the 2019-2020 East Gippsland bushfires by 

providing options for storage pending rebuilding of dwellings and other buildings; 

• Minimise the impact on the amenity and character of townships and rural landscapes. 

Policy 

This policy will apply for a period of time consistent with the Victorian Planning Provisions for 

temporary accommodation. The provisions allow up to 18 months for the establishment of a 

temporary dwelling and a maximum duration of use of the temporary dwelling of 3 years. 

Council officers will work on a case by case basis to determine the best arrangements to establish 

storage, where this is for the purposes of supporting rebuilding of a dwelling or other primary 

storage facility (associated with a dwelling or other use permitted under the East Gippsland 

Planning Scheme), including storage of goods associated with the dwelling pending rebuilding.  

This will include the option of bringing forward construction of a storage shed, or temporary use 

of shipping container. Options include: 

• Establishment of an offsite storage facility 

• Allowing the early replacement of an outbuilding for storage of materials or belonging 

pending rebuilding of a dwelling (similar or smaller footprint). This building may be 

permanent or temporary.  

Where this is a permanent building then a building permit may be required. Some 

exemptions may apply for temporary buildings. 

• Placing a shipping container onsite as temporary storage. 

This policy does not permit use of the land as a store unrelated to dwelling use, unless that is 

otherwise permitted under the planning scheme. 

Placement of a shipping container for temporary storage on General Residential Land should only 

be pursued where other options are not practical. 

Where a shipping container is used for temporary storage in the context of this policy, the following 

requirements apply: 

• Only one shipping container per property 

• Painted or otherwise screened to reduce the impact of the container on landscape amenity 

• Container to be placed where it can be removed following construction of the dwelling or 

other permanent structures 

• Consistent with Council’s existing local law, the container should be removed when the 

dwelling or other relevant structure is completed 

• The shipping container is registered with Council so that Council is aware that the 

container is placed in accordance with the requirements of this policy. 

The provider of any shipping container, and the landholder, should ensure that the container is 

free from contamination and fit for purpose. 



 

 

Note that the relevant requirements of the Building Act still apply. 

Officers will implement this policy by applying discretion in the application of existing planning and 

local law requirements, where the circumstances align with those set out in this policy. 

 


